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TO THE 

JIIGHT HONOURABLE 

ALEXANDER, 

EARLOFLEFEN. 



My Lord, ^ 

T ESTEEM it no small honour to have your Lordship's coun- 
tenance in the design of the following performance, andt 
permission to put the same under your patronage. I wish it 
had been in my power to render it more worthy of your ap- 
probation and acceptance : but as your Lordship is able to 
spy out the failings in this work, so I doubt pot of your caiN 
dour to throw a vail over them. 

Had I been capable to present the world with a most exact, 
impartial, and perfect history of the Church of Scotland, during 
this period, I know none who had a juster claim to have it de- 
dicated to them than your Lordship ; for the great actions 
and sufferings of your worthy progenitors, on account of t}ie 
protestant religion and liberties of mankind, are well known* 

Sir Alexander Lesly, from whom your Lordship is def* 
scended in the maternal line, gained so much honour abroad, 
that the great Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, promot- 
ed him first to be lieutenant-general, and then field-marshal 
of his armies. And when the Emperor had reduced all Ger- 
many, except Stralsund, which was then invested by Count 
Walstein with a formidable and victorious army, General 
Lesly, to whom that heroic prince gave the command of the 
place, obliged him to raise the siege, 1628; and, in the year 

vol. i. A 
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1630, drove the Imperialists out of the isle of Rugen, and 
thereby opened a way for Gustavus to march into Germany. 

Having gained such laurels abroad; he returned to his na- 
tive country, and was chosen general of the Scots army, which 
- was raised in defence of the covenanters, and the liberties of 
his country ; and, in 1641, was created Earl of Leven. His 
lordship performed many signal services after this, too tedious 
to be related here. This nobleman's grandson dying without 
Hiale-issue, and his grand-daughter marrying George Earl of 
Melvil, the honours and estate of Leven came, in process' of 
time, to David Melvil, Esq ; your Lordship's lather. 

And nothing is better known, than that the family of Mel- 
vil, from which your Lordship is' lineally descended, has been 
remarkable, ever since the dawn of the Reformation, for an 
uninterrupted and steady adherence to that glorious cause. * 

• 

Your Lordship's grandfather, the said George Lord Mel- 
vil, suffered not a little in the infamous period described in 
the following work, so that he was obliged to flee over to Hol- 
land for safety. But that great judge of men and things, the il- 
lustrious Prince of Orange, had such a value for him, .that 
after the glorious Revolution, he appointed him to be . his- 
High Commissioner to the Parliament, 1690, in which the 
Confession of Faith was ratified, Presbyterian government 
established, patronages were abolished, and the Church of 
Scotland restored to the freedom of all her judicatories. This 
noble peer enjoyed many pther high offices under the crown; 
he was not only made an Earl, tut was successively sple secre- 
tary of state for Scotland, Lord privy seal, and president of 
the privy*council. » 

His son, David, your noble father, did great service in the 
happy deliverance brought about, under God, by the great 
King William •, for, when he was abroad, he raised a regiment 
of foot, and brought it over with that illustrious prince. He. 
likewise commanded those brave people who guarded the con- 
vention of estates, which was an assembly of patriots, whose 
names will ever be dear to true protestants., During all the 
reign of King Wifliam, and a great part of Queen Anne's, 



Digitized by 



Google 



DEDICATION. iii 

bis Lordship was governor of the Castle of Edinburgh j and 
held likewise, under that princess, the offices of General of thp 
Ordnance for Scotland, and Commander-in-chief of all the for- 
ces in that kingdom, till, towards the end of her reign, he was, 
- by the influence of her Tory ministry, removed from all pub- 
lic employments : but his Lordship persevered in a steady at* 
tachment to the interests of the present royal family, from the 
act of settlement 1701, to the day of his death. 

As your Lordship is thus descended from a race of patriots, 
who were always firm to the Protestant cause, so it is well 
known that you, my Lord, maintain the same principles, and 
adhere to Jhe same interest ; so that as your noble grand-fa- 
ther was King William's High Commissioner to that brave par- 
liament who restored the church and kingdom of Scotland to 
their religious and tivil privileges, so your Lordship has had 
the honour to represent the royal person of his Majesty King 
George II. in the General Assemblies of that church,' ever since' 
the year 1741, and to partake of several other marks of the royal 
favour; such is the confidence his Majesty places in your 
Lordship, and such the assurance he has of your loyalty to his 
royal person and government, attachment to the protestant 
religion, and hearty affection to the church of Scotland. That 
God Almighty may bless and long preserve your Lordship 
and excellent Lady, and make your family always patrons of 
religion and liberty, according to the example of your noble* 
progenitors, is the sincere desire of* 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's 

most humble, 

most obedient, and 

much obliged servant, 

WILL. GROOKSHANK, 
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PREFACE. 

THE design of the following work is to give the history 
of the sufferings of the Church of Scotland during the 
reigns of the royal brothers, — to preserve the memory oF the 
sufferers, and shew the cause of their sufferings, — to shew us 
what we have to expect, should ever any of the pretended race 
of the Stuarts fill the British throne — and, if possible, to con- 
vince us of the unspeakable obligations a good and gracious 
God has laid us under, in delivering these nations from the ty- 
ranny of their oppressors. 

It is but a general and imperfect account that is given of the 
sufferings of the Church of Scotland in this period by the En- 
glish historians; for they had neither proper informations nbr 
materials. The Rev. Mr Robert Wodrow, minister at East- 
wood, is the only person who has given a large account of 
these things in his excellent history ; but, as that work is con- 
tained in two large volumes in folio $ . so there are but few th^t 
have either time to peruse it, or can afford to purchase it j and 
since the reducing such a performance into a more narrow 
compass was 1 thought proper, for making the history of this 
.period more universally known, I was prevailed with, by many 
of my friends, to undertake thedifficult task. 

The worthy historian, just now mentioned, had excellent 
materials for his performance, having in his hands the re- 
cords of the nation, besides original papers and well attested 
narratives from those w}io were immediately concerned, or 
were present at the^facts he has recorded \ and many gentle- 
men and ministers, related to the sufferers, favoured him with 
well attested accounts of the sufferings of particular persons, 
as his preface sufficiently declares : so that it is easy to see 
what labour and pains he must have been at in composing a 
work from such a multitude of papers he had to peruse, there 
being no historian before him from whom he could have much 
assistance. As this,,! think, is a sufficient excuse for the vo- 
luminousness of his history, so it shews the expediency of this 
undertaking. » 

. The account that is here given is indeed tragical, for it is 
the history of a most cruel and bloody persecution, and opens 
a scene that may justly fill us with horror. The laws against 
the sufferers were written in.blqpd, and executed by a military 
force. All methods of cruelty were made use of by a.'prcla- 
tical faction, who not only invaded the properties of the sub- 
ject, but §ven th§ prerogatives of the Mediator.' as the, oujy 
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6 PREFACE 

head of the church. Many were exorbitantly fined, unjustly 
imprisoned, oppressed by soldiers, plundered by dragoons and 
a lawless Highland host. Multitudes were forced to wander 
about in dens and caves of the earth. Not a few were tor- 
tured by boots, thumbkins, fire matches, fyc. Some were be- 
headed, others were hanged and quartered; women, as well as 
men, suffered death •, sonie of them wer£ hanged, and other* 
drowned 5 prisons were crowded, and ships were loaded with 
prisoners, who were banished from their native country of 
whom many perished, #£. $$. fyc. 

But what had they done ? Were they murderers of fathers 
or murderers of mothers ? Were they thieves or robbers ? 
Quite the reverse \ for they were pious and religfeus persons. 
Their enemies indeed have pretended that it w§s not so much 
for religion as rebellion that they suffered- Accordingly Sir 
George Mackenzie , in his Vindication of the reign of king 
Charles II. has the assurance to say, j?. 17. * That there 
c did not die, upon any public account, twelve in all that 
« reign ; and thajt not one died for any principle of religion, 
€ unless it be thought a religious principle to die for actual re* 
< belliohy and elsewhere, 'p. 8. * That no man in Scotland 
« ever suffered for his religion ;' than which nothing can be 
more false ; and the following history will sufficiently refute the 
many lies and malicious misrepresentations in the advocate'* 
Vindication, arid clearly shew, that whatever step? the sufferers 
took were the effect of unparalleled cruelty and unsupportable 
oppression. It is well known, that, though rib people could 
, be more attached tp any prince, than the Scots Presbyte- 
rians were to King Chakles II. and no prince was ever 
under greater obligations to protect any subjects, and main- 
tain them in the inviolable possession of their teligious and 
civil liberties, than Charles was to protect them ; yet he was 
no sooner restored, but he and his wicked ministry proclaimed 
to all the world their horrid dissimulation, ingratitude and per- 
jury. For, notwithstanding "the covenanted ties which lay 
upon the king and all the nation, the? overturned the pres- 
byteiian settlement, which all, with uplifted hands* had sworn 
to maintain, established prelacy y which, with the greatest solem- 
nity, they had sworn* to' extirpate, and obliged all to make a 
declaration against the covenants, and persecuted those who 
could not comply ; so that prcsbyteriam were counted rebels, 
because they could not perjure themselves, according to the ex- 
ample of the king and his ministers, nor submit to prelacy 
and the supremacy ; because they esteemed diocesan bishop* 
as contrary to the word of God, and therefore could never 
own and acknowledge them without acting contrary to their 
f ons? iences. They likewise locked upon the ecclesiastical su- 
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premacy as an usurpation of Christ's throne and dignity -, es* 
peciaHy as it was asserted, in the preamble of Act 1. Session 2. 
pari. 1. Charles II. « That the ordering and disposal of die 
« external government and policy of this church doth proper* 
* ly belong unto his majesty, as an inherent right of the crown/ 
Their non-compliance with these things was the cause of their 
suffering in the manner related in the following work. 

It is true, many of them took arms in their own defence, 
being constrained thereto by horrid oppression and dismal ty- 
ranny, and at last some renounced the" authority of the two ty- 
rants, but not till after they had been denounced, intercom- 
mimed, and put from under the protection of the laws of th*ir 
country 4 and if that tfas rebellion, so was the Revolution, but 
the accusations of their enemies on this score deserves Very 
little regard, since, after the Revolution, the forfeitures passed 
in these two reigns were reversed by act of -parliament, and 
they who were most active, in the defence of themselves and 
their religious and Civil rights, are expressly mentioned, as 
Mr John King, Mr John Kid, Mr William and Alexander 
Gordons elder and younger of Earlstoun, Henry Hall of 
Haughhead, Mr Cargill, Mr Robert Bailie of Jerviswood, 
Archibald earl of Argyll, George earl of Melvil, nay, and 
Mr James Renwick, &c. &c. &c. The reader may see the 
act in the last number of Mr Wodrow's appendix to his se~ 
cond volume. 

Little regard, I conceive, is to be paid to what others have 
alleged, that many of them threw away their live^, and that 
they suffered only for trifles $ pay, if that was the case, was it 
not base for the ministers of state, and others in this dismal 
period, to shed the blood of so many innocent people for trifles ? 
But was it a trifling matter to act against their consciences, 
to renounce their principles, to own the authority of a prince 
who had usurped the authority of Christ over his own church, 
and that in the very exercise ef his usurpation ? But I shall 
not here anticipate what the reader will, I hope, find cleared 
up in the history. In short, they were brave martyrs for their 
religion $nd liberties, and a covenanted work of reformation, 
in opposition to popery, prelacy, erastianism, &c. and it is 
well known, that whatever resistance was made by any pres- 
byterians during the sway of tyranny and arbitrary power, 
yet they of that denomination have ever shewn themselves 
strict adherers and firm friends to legal government. 

As the following history is intended to preserve the memory 
of those who suffered for their religion and liberties, so it gives 
us a view of what may be expected, should ever the pretender, 
or any of his rac$, ascend the British throne $ or should ever 
prelacy, not to speak of popery, be established in Scotland. 
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It is a just observation of the author of the Memoirs of the 
Church of Scotland, p. 194?. « That episcopacy never got 
,* ground in that kingdom but by violence, and never failed to 
« exercise what power it had there to oppress and destroy its 
* opposers, being always animated with a spirit of persecution 
> in the church, and absolute tyranny in the state/, as will ap- 
pear most evident from the following work ; in which we have 
. p. view of the dismal methods the prelates and their abettors 
wfcre pleased to take to support their power, and that they ne- 
ver ceased to vent a spirit of persecution against their fellow 
protestants while they were able ; and there are not wanting 
proofs, that the episcopalians have shewn the same inclination* 
to this day, and only want an opportunity to give farther de- 
monstrations of them. As they were inveterate enemies to 
the Revolution, so they have made many attempts, since that 
.tune, to overturn our present happy settlement, and bring us * 
again under their intolerable yoke ; but by the interposition 
of a kind Providence, all their counsels have hitherto been de- 
feated, and all their measures disconcerted. And happy was 
it for these nations th?it it was so ; for, had they succeeded we 
could have expected nothing but that the same bloody scene, 
that is here presented, would have been opened again, and 
the same methods of oppression and tyranny made use of. 
Jt has been alleged, that we had nothing to fear, because 
their king, as they call him, w r ould have come under the most 
solemn engagements to maintain the protestant religion. But 
who will question that ? Is it possible for him to come under 
stronger engagements than King Charles II. or jtiake faiirer pro- 
mis^ than his pretended father James VIL ? The pope, no 
doubt, would give him liberty to swear all the oaths that could be 
invented, and break them too whenever it should be in his 
[power. Popish princes may promise and swear whatever they 
have a-mind, but they cannot perform what they please, bdh 
cause their consciences are in the keeping of others, to whom 
they stand solemnly engaged, as their iniallible guides in mat* 
ters of religion. 

Had therefore the Jacobites been so numerous or powerful 
as to syeceed in their designs, and raise the pretender to the 
throne, to what dreadful circumstances must the nation have 
been reduced ? would not the pretender have resented, to the 
^highest, the opposition made by the presbyterians to his pre- 
tended father and himself, or the inviolable attachment they 
have retained to the Revolution- settlement, and the pro- 
testant succession in the illustrious house of Hanover. 

As all firm protestants in England appeared against every 
attempt made in favour of that abjured race, so the presby- 
terians in Scotland were exceeded by none in standing up for 
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the present happy establishment. With what firmness and 
constancy, with what boldness, resolution, and courage did 
they espouse and plead for this cause even in the presence of 
the rebels themselves, when it was not in their power to op-> 
pose their ravages ! How ministers exposed themselves to the 
fury of the enemy by praying for king George, preaching a- 
gainst popery and rebellion, &c. &c. is well known. What 
then must they, and all the other hearty friends of their king 
and country expect, should it ever be in the power of the emis- 
sary of Rome and France to revenge his quarrel ? If their suf- 
ferings were so great under Charles and James, what they 
must be under this bigotted tool is easy to conceive. ^ 

This work is also designed to convince all true protestants, 
especially those of the Church of Scotland, what obligations 
we are under to God, for the remarkable interposition of his 
providence, in delivering these nations from the intolerable 
yoke of a race of tyrants, who did all they could to establish 
arbitrary power, and subvert the constitution of the kingdom j 
a race who paid no regard to promises, oaths, and lawg ; a 
race who studied more to gratify the French king, than how* 
to consult the happiness of their own subjects : for who can 
read an account of the miseries of the nation under their ty- . 
ranny, and not see the greatness of that mercy in delivering 
us from them ? Especially when we cbnsider, that the same 
providence, to which such a deliverance was owing, has fre- 
quently since appeared iii defeating all the attempts that have 
been made to enslave us. 

But have our returns of gratitude been answerable to the 
greatness of our mercies ? What means then that deluge of 
atheism, blasphemy and profaneness, that so xwtih abounds ? 
Whence are the complaints of the more serious in all place* 
of the nation, of a lamentable course of defection from our Re- 
formation -principles ? And, in a particular manner, whence 
is it that so nfahy worthy persons have seceded from the judi- 
catories of ths Church of Scotland? And how comes it, that 
many of those, who have not seceded,, are so much dissatisfied 
with the conduct of these judicatories ? For my own parti, 
though I look upon secession to be a very tender point, yet I 
cannot in charity think that some of those who have seceded, 
however they may have carried matters too far, have acted 
without any provocation ; but, as I knew not the springs of 
the conduct of the different parties now in Scotland, I shall 
only say, that where divisions prevail, matters arc generally 
carried to extremities on ail hands, and, in order to a recon- 
jciliattQti, concessions ought to be made. by all thepaities, if it 
pan be done without making truth a sacrifice to peace. May 
Go4 himself heal our divisions, put a stop to our defection** 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 'PREFACE. 

unite the hearts of all who have a real concern for the advance- 
ment of his glory, and revive a work of reformation among 
*11 ranks and degrees of persons. 

I have heard it objected, that a history like this should not 
be published, because it may give offence to the' episcopal 
church of England. But what ground there is for this, is riot 
easy to be imagined, unless we should suppose the present 
bishops of England of the same persecuting disposition with 
the old Scots bishops, or with several of their own predeces- 
sors ; which is not the case (for though according to true 
presbyterian principles, prelacy is bad in itself, and contrary 
to the word of God ; yet the present prelates, to their honour 
jT speak it, have not shewn the least inclination to persecute 
those of different sentiments from themselves j so that it would 
be a reflection upon them to suppose that they would be, of- 
fended at a history of the state and sufferings of the church 
*)f Scotland. And what if they should be offended ? Must 
truth be concealed for fear of giving offence ? There is no 
question but it may offend the Scots Episcopalians, who are 
generally Jacobites, as they havp ever been since the Revolu- 
tion ; hoVever, I neither court their favour, nor regard their 
resentments, as tbey have always appeared, not only of a per- 
secuting spirit, but also enemies to their country, and our pre- 
sent happy establishment. 

It has also b^en urged, that a history of this nature can on- 
ly serve to revive old quarrels ; but these persons do not con- 
sider what attempts have been made to bring us under the old 
yoke of bondage, how the enemies of our present happy con- 
stitution have once more eudeavoured to subvert it 5 and 
therefore, as the Rev. Mr Wodrow published his history a 
lew years after the unnatural rebellion in 1715, so many of 
-thy friends, both in England and Scotland, have thought it 
both proper and seasonable that this should appear in the world 
after the rebellion in the year 1745. It was tfye Jacobites/ 
that revived old animosities ; and this history, as has been al- 
ready observed, shews the miseries in which we should have 
been involved, had God, in judgment for our many defections, 
and the crying abominations of the land, permitted them to 
be successful. If it be farther considered what a degree of re- 
formation the church of Scotland attained to, both with re- 
spect to doctrine, worship, discipline, and government, and 
how zealously our worthies resisted even unto blood> a faithful 
account of these things has rather a tendency to excite to a 
holy concern, for having a stop put to the defections of the 
present degenerate age, for a revival of a work of reformation, 
and for quickening our resentment against popery, prelacy, 
and every thing that tends to reduce us to that state of slavery 
and persecution described in th$ following work. 

y Google 
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When I first engaged in this undertaking, I only intended 
to abridge Mr Wodrow's history •, but, at the advice of many 
friends, I was induced to use other helps for making the his- 
tory of this persecuting period more clear and full Accor- 
dingly, when I mention any thing not to be found in Wod- 
row, I generally tell my author, or quote him in the margin ; 
so that though there is nothing I thought material in that au- 
thor which I have omitted, yet the reader will find many 
things of consequence in the following work, which the other 
takes no notice of. 

But instead of the great number of letters that passed be- 
tween Sharp and Mr Douglas, and others, which make up the 
greatest part of Mr Wodrow's introduction, I thought it would 
be more io the advantage of the curious reader, to give a short 
account of the most remarkable transactions of the church of 
Scotland from the Reformation ; but I am sorry I have it to 
say, that, after the end of Calderwood's history, there is a 
chasm in the history of the Church of Scotland, from the death 
of king James VI. to th£ Restoration, though it appears from 
Mr Wodrow's preface that there are sufficient material?, not 
only for rendering the history of that church, from the Refor- 
mation to the death of the said prince, more perfect, but also 
for continuing the same down to the Restoration ; and there* 
fore I am of opinion it would be of great service, if they, in 
whose hands tnese materials are, would favour the world with 
them. # 

It is not for me to speak much concerning my own perfor- 
mance, which must stand or fall according to the judgment of 
others, and indeed it would be an unpardonable piece of va- 
nity, should I pretend to have given a perfect or faultless his- 
tory. There will doubtless be found several ijiistakes j and 
therefore I shall take it very kind in my friends, if they find 
any thing in this work, either mistaken, or through inadver- 
tency misrepresented, to let me know it, that, if I halve Ano- 
ther opportunity, I may rectify the same. However, I have 
endeavoured to set things in as clear a light as I could, and 
for this end have related the facts mentioned, as much as pos- 
sible, in the order of time when- they happened *, and where 
my reader is at a loss, to understand the Scotticisms which oc- 
cur through the book, he will have recourse to the Glossary 
at the end thereof. 

As to the unhappy differences that arose among the pres- 
byterians, concerning the indulgence, the paying of cess, the 
toleration of king James, &c. I have given the reader an ac- 
count of what was said by both parties, in as fair and candid 
a manner as I could •, and some, perhaps, will think it haa 
been much to the advantage of the common cause, agninst 
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popery and prelacy, had the contending parties shewn more 
Christian forbearance than it appears they did. Many wor- 
thy and holy men thought it their duty to accept of the indul- 
gence, &c. and the generality of the presbyterians embraced 
the toleration ; and as their conduct was, perhaps, too severe- 
ly censured by those who could not comply, so those non- 
compliers were too bitterly exclaimed against by the others ; 
but such are the consequences when divisions prevail. 

If I had been favoured with more materials than I could 
have access to, as the manuscript history of the Rev. Mr Mac- 
Ward, some things might possibly have appeared in a clearer 
light. The Rev. Mr Wodrow told my honourable friend, Sir 
Thomas Gordon of Earlstoun, that, had he seen that history, 
and the letters that passed between the societies in Scotland, 
and their correspondents in Holland, his history would, have 
had a different turn ; I thought it therefore my duty to apply 
for the said history, but could not obtain it. Upon the 
whole, I have given as full and distinct account of what hap- 
pened, during these two infamous reigns, as I could j and if 
the imperfections or mistakes in this performance shall excite 
any better qualified for such an undertaking, to favour the 
world with a more distinct account of these things, I shall be 
very well satisfied, and shall not be altogether disappointed 
in my designs of publishing this. 

I shall only add, That I have, in this edition, corrected many 
literal mistakes, which had some way been gverlooked in the 
first, and made a few alterations and additions, which I hope, 
trill render this still more useful. 
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INTRODUCTION, 

CONTAINING 

THE MOST REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES 

OF THE 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

FROM THE ' s 

REFORMATION. 



OUR historians generally agree, that Christianity was 
planted in Scotland, a few years after the ascension of 
our Saviour, by some of the disciples of the Apostle John, 
who fled thither to avoid the persecution of the bloody tyrant 
Domitian, though it was not publicly professed till the be 
ginning of the third century, when Donald L his queen, and 
several of the nobles were solemnly baptized. That prince 
did his utmost to extirpate idolatry, and settle a gospel-minis- 
try, but was not able to accomplish his pious design, by rea- 
son of the continual wars in which he was engaged with the 
Romans. 

But afterwards Christianity was much promoted by severat 
ministers and private Christians, who were obliged to com* 
from the south parts of Britain on account of the pc^ecutions* 
under Aurelius and Dioclesian. And these for their single: 
•and retired life, were called Maruichi or Monks, by abbrevia* 
tion, and for their diligence in the worship and service of (Jod,. 
Cclideij or Ciddees. The overseers of them were commonly 
termed, by the writers of that time, Scotorum Episcopi, the 
Bishops of the Scots, though without any definition of place* 
or pre-eminence of one above another. 

For many years the Scots had nothing to do with the 
bishop of Rome ; for as the gospel was planted among them 
without his help, so they retained it in its purity, till, in pro- 
cess of time, they became infected with the Pelagian heresy. 
Celestine, then bishop of Rome, is said to have sent Palladium 
into Britain, to aid the orthodox inhabitants against thi& 
spreading contagion. Eugenius II. hearing of his success in the 
southern parts, sent N for him to Scotland. He came •, and, 
having been of great service in suppressing this heresy, at 
last so far insinuated himself into the hearts of the people, 
that he obtained their consent to have the government of the 
church changed into prelacy. Boetius, John Mair, John 
Leslie, John of Fordon, Baleus, of the Britain writers, Ba- 
roni us, Prosper, &c. as my author evinces, all maintain, that 
the Scots, before Palladius, had no bishops at all, or at least 
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their bishops were not of any distinct order frdm other priests 
or Culdees, by whorft they were ordained. * 

Thus matters continued for near 1000 years, after Christ ; 

* but, after that time, Satan being let loose from his chains 

# and prison of darkness/ as the general assembly, 1640, ex- 
presses it, # began to trouble and almost ruin the church, and, 
1 by his arts, brought matters to that pass, that, for the space 
c of 500 years, a perpetual and almost universal night of errors 
' sat down upon her/ Notwithstanding the Lord had his 
witnesses in Scotland, who, even during the above time of 

"gross darkness, bore an honourable testimony to his truth, in 
opposition td the errors and idolatries of popery ; and, about 
the year H94-, the Reformation began to dawn, and the light 
of the gospel to shine ogain in several parts of the country, and 
particularly in the shire of Ayr-, whicn so enraged the Romish 
prelates, and our rulers then influenced by them, that with 
fire and faggot they endeavoured to destroy all that professed 
the true religion *. Howbeit, the blessed Bible having got 
in amongst the people in several places of the country, and 
being seconded with the powerful teaching of the Holy K Spirit» 

* Though it may feern in confident with our purpofe to defcend to particulars 
here, yet, confidering that the burning of two of thefe^ viz. Mr Patrick Hamil- 
ton, brother's fon tn the earl of Arran, in 1527, and Mr George Wifheart in 
3 546, tended greatly to the fpreading of the truth, through the inquiry made by 
many into the grounds-of their fufferings we will take the liberty to hint at the 
honourable mention made of them by the^famous hiftorran Knox. 

Of the former he relates. That, having returned to his own country fronxthe 
univerfity of Wittemberg, the bright beams of the true light, which, by God s 
grace, was planted in hisJr.eart, began moft abundantly to burft forth as well ur 
public as in private, and the fame of Jus doctrine, a fummary whereof is sjfforded 
us by that hiftorian, fo troubled the clergy, (though like life from the dead to 
mjiny others) that they foon brought him to the end you have heard, which he 
endured with great patience and admirable courage, and ended his days in the 
midft of the devouring flame, fayiug, Lord Jefus receive vtyfpirit: Hwo t«*g ™'V* 
darlnefs overwhelm this realm ? and boiv long wilt thou fujfer this tyranny of **& • 
And; 

Of Mr Wi (heart the fame hiflorian faith, He was a man of fuch graces, as 
before him was never heard within this realm. He was not only angularly learn- 
ed, as well in all godly knowledge as in all honeft human fciences, but alfo he was 
fo clearly illuminated with the fpirit of prophecy, (inftances whereof are by 
that author condefcended on) that he forefaw feveral things pertaining to him- 
felf and other?, to fundry towns, and to the whole realm, as they afterwards felt, - 
and which he foretold in the audience of many; but what more particularly calls 
for a thankful remembrance, especially confidering the time of it, was the great 
potter and remarkable efficacy that accompanied and followed his miniftry. The 
«:urhor of the Fulfilling of the Scriptures > fpeaking of the hrge meafure of the Spirit 
>\hich did convincingly follow the preaching of the gofpel in thefe laft times, hi- 
(bnceth the great fuccefs, which did attend the miniftry of Mr Wifheart in Scot* 
land — when fo great a change did quickly follow in thefe places where he preach- 
ed, through Angus, Lothian, and the weftern f arts, and how much the fpirits of 
the people were then raifed and affected with the word. And Mr Knox relates, 
That Mr Wifheart made fo notable a fermon at Ayr, a* enemies themfelves were 
confounded. Again, of another at Mauchlin, where' fome of the moft wicked 
were converted : and that he having returned to Dundee, while the plague, of 
•vvhicji he foretold them, raged there, he ftocd betwixt the whole ae*d difcafed,. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION. 13 

prevailed so fer, that about the year 1555, a farther work of 
reformation began to be carried on by some eminent persons 
whom Gqd raised up, particularly.Mr John Knox, whom both 
our own and other reformed churches have accounted a man 
truly worthy of great estimation ; and the Lord's hand was so 
strong upon these polished shafts, that in the year 1557, not 
only the common people, but also the nobility and gentry, 
began to abhor the tyranny of the Bishops, and to doubt whe- 
ther they could, without sin, give their bodily presence to the 
mass, or offer their children to the Papistical baptism ; whe- 
ther these that were in any public trust could with a safe con- 
science serve the higher powers, in maintaining of idolatry, 
persecuting their brethren, and surpassing Christ's truth ; or 
whether they might suffer their brethren to be executed for 
religion, without any declaration that such tyranny displeased . 
them. And from the scriptures they were resolved, that a 
lively feith requires a plain confession when Christ's truth is 
impugned, and that not only they be guilty who do evil, but 
also they that consent to evil ; and this they should do, if see- 
ing such things openly committed they should be silent, and so 
allow whatever was done. . From doubts they jcame to deter- 
minations to endeavour that the glorious gospel should he 
preached, the Holy Sacraments truly ministered, and super- 
stition, idolatry; and tyranny suppressed. For this end, hav- 
ing calculated both their right and their strength, they sent 
eminent persons to the remote parts of the kingdom, to incite 
the gentlemen and boroughs v to, adhere to the mutual defence 
ef religion, .and of one another in the profession thereof. Ac- - 
cordingly, upon the 3d December 1557, several of the nobi- 
lity and others, met at Edinburgh, where they entered into, a " 
bond, covenant, or association, wherein they promised before 
God and his congregation, « That, by his grace, they would* 
i with all diligence, apply their whole power, substance, and 
c their very lives to maintain, set forward, and establish the 
i blessed word of God, and his congregation ; and would la* 

* hour according to their power to have faithful ministers truly 

* and purely to minister Christ's gospel and sacraments to 

4 his people: that they would maintain, nourish and defend - 

* them, the whole congregation of Christ, and every member 
1 thereof, with their whole power and hazard of their lives ; 
c and declare themselves manifest enemies to all superstitious 

* abominations and idolatry.' This was subscribed by the 
Earls of Argyll, Glencairn, and Morton, Archibald Lord of 

?nd preached from Pfalm cvii. 20. Hcfcnt his word and hcahi them ; whereby 
the hearts of meft that heard Mm were fo elevated, that tfiey regarded no death, 
W judged them more hfippy who mould depart, than fuch as mould remain be- 
hind* confidering that the;/ knew not if tkey mould have fu;h a comforter v\;th 
*hcm at all tiroes. 

? ' 
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Lorn, John Erskine of Dun, &c. who after this, were caBed 
the Lords of the Congregation, and the people who adhered 
to them were called the Congregation. 

And though in all this they proceeded with that modera- 
tion which became wise subjects, attempting nothing of them- 
selves without first supplicating the Queen-regent for her con- 
currence, yet, at last, she appeared openly against the Re- 
formers, and made preparations to suppress them openly by 
force : and in order to this, she summoned all the ministers 
in Scotland, to appear at Stirling on the 10th of May 1559, 
which being understood, and endeavours for appeasing her 
proving abortive, it was agreed, That the gentlemen should 
accompany their preachers to the day and place appointed. 
Accordingly the town of Dundee, with the gentlemen of An- 
gus and Mearns, came armed with theirs to Perth, and sent 
the Laird of Dun before, to assure the Queen that they came 
in a peaceable manner, only to give confession with their 
preachers ; but they being numerous, she desired him, being 
one to whom they gave great ear, to intreat them to disperse; 
with which he readily complied, and by a letter to them, shew-' 
. ed what promise and hope he had of the Queen's favour,, 
whereupon they resolved not to go forward ; but she, like a 
true Papist, paying no regard to her promises, held the meet- 
ing intended, called over the names, and outlawed those that 
were absent for contempt. 

The Lords of the Congregation, observing the storm that 
was coming upon them, assembled at Perth on the 31st May, 
and entered into another covenant, or association, for the de- 
fence of themselves- and their religion ; and on the first of 
.August that same year, they entered into another ; and God 
so favoured their designs, that, notwithstanding all the efforts 
of the Queen-regent and her French auxiliaries, they made 
their way, got possession of Edinburgh on the 17th of Octo- 
ber 1559, and at last the whole government of the kingdom 
into their hands. And what contributed greatly to this re- 
markable aera, was tire death of the. Queen-regent upon the 
10th of June 1560, and of Francis II. King of France, the same 
vear, within a fewmonths thereafter, whereby Mary our Queen, 
fiaving become a widow, and the Popish party therewith much 
confounded, both she and they were, in a great measure, at 
the mercy of the Reformers. 

In the mean time the privy-council met, and, on the 29th 
of April that same year, gave orders to the ministers to assent? 
ble, and draw up in writing, and in a book, a common order 
for reformation and uniformity to be observed in the discipline 
and policy of the church : whereupon the first book of dis- 
cipline was drawn up and presented to the council on the, 20th 
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■ef May following. In this book the government of the church 
fy Prelates is overthrown, church-sessions are established, the 
thrusting ministers into reclaiming congregations is condemn- ' 
ed, the way of the trial of ministers, contrary to the Episco- 
pal method, is appointed, the superstitious observation of fitst- 
Ays, or days dedicated to saints, k likewise condemned; and 
several other things tending to the right government of the 
-church fcre determined. This was afterwards approved of by 
fte Council, who engaged to promote it to the utmost of their 
power j provided that the bishops, abbots, &c. should possess 
the revenues of their benefices during Hfe. 

It is true, superintendents were allowed for a short space, be- 
cause of the paucity of settled ministers, and want of literature 
in some, which th^ necessity of these times required a bearing 
with ; yet so zealous were our first Reformers against popery, 
that they would not acknowledge them to be bishops, nor suf- 
fer any who had formerly born that character in the time of 
popery, to enjoy the place and power of superintendents, lest 
fhosfc tnight be abused, j and at last degenerate into the old 
power of the prelates. They were chosen by consent of the 
Whole bounds whete they were to visit, were tried and exa- 
mined by the ministers in these bounds, and had neither the 
sofe power of ordination nor excommunication. They were 
subject to' the censtare and excommunication of the province, 
who might, in some cases, depose them or lay them aside. 
Their main Work %as preaching, for they were to preach at 
feast thrice every week ; and had their own particular flocka 
besides, where the^ were to reside, except when they were vi- 
siting the bounds committed to their care: neither. did they 
ever moderate or preside in general assemblies, unless they 
had been chosen by a majority of votes. < 

<Fhe book of poKcy being thus for settled, affairs rested for 
the present, until the meeting of a convention or parliament, 
the calling whereof was, by the treaty of peace concluded by 
the ambassadors of England and France of the estates of Scot- 
land, in summer 1560, committed t»a council of twelve. 

In this parliament, Which met in August 3560, the Reformers, 
by their order, drew up a large confession of their faith, winch 
was read ih th£ house, and. then openly avowed, profefesed and' 
ratified by them ; for hitherto they hard only the GenWa con- 
fession, which was reckoned too fcritef and general. < Farther, 
thjs 'parliament made several acts aghtpst popeiry,'*hd in behalf 
ofthe Reformers, ordaining, That th^Bifehop of Ronie r galled the 
yope, have 1 no jurisdiction nor authority iiwiAin thi*jFealin in 
any time coming 5' and that no bishop i>r whet : prelate within 
the realm use any jurisdictioh for* the time :carniig, by the 
said Bishop of Rome's authority, under pain, &c. And thus 
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the reformed religion was established by law, andcftutch gtJvfeftv 
ment by prelates virtually discharged, because prelates th^ii had 
.no power but what they derived from Rome. : 

Popery and Prelacy being thus discarded, thp firs* General 
Assembly was held at Edinburgh the. 20th of December 156Q, 
in which ministers aqd readers were appointed unto several p^ 
rishes through the country ; and it was ordered^ that the ejection 
of ministers and elders should be in the public church; thatjiv 
timation should be made the Lord's day' preceding $ and that 
a petition should be presented to the estates of the realm . and 
lords of the privy-council,* craving, that all judges* magistrates, 
£cc. should be professors of the truth according to the word of 
•God. . , . ■ 

A convention of estates met in January 1561, at which the 
booly of discipline was subscribed by many of the nobility and 
gentry. , But Queen Mary, having arrived in Scotland from 
France in the month of August following, had the mass said on 
th£ next Ldrd's day, which gave great offence to many 5 and 
particularly Mr Knox openly rebuked some of the courtiers, 
who, though professors, suffered this without opposition. ' 

The second national assembly met in December, when some 
debates arose concerning their meeting without the Queen's 
authority, and concerning .the book of discipline; but matters 
were amicably adjusted. At the nefcjt assembly, in Iun§ 1562, 
it was ordained, That, at every assembly, superintendents,, mi- 
nisters and elders be tried concerning their life* dpetrine$.addthe 
discharge of their office. And it is reiparkable, that this assem- 
bly would not acknowledge Mr Alexander Gordon, J3j$hbp erf 
•Galloway, for a superintendent, nor admit him to that charge, 
till they, understood that the churches, in Galloway had elected 
him, and till he had subscribed the JJook pi Discipline. 
f ffhe Qiietn's.marriage with Henry Stuatt, lord Darnly, in 
July. 1565, ga?e a. general disgust. On the: J 9th of June next 
year, she wa*bnmghfcjo bed of ,a Prince, afterwards James VI. 
The .general assembly, sitting at that time, fcent spme of : their 
number; io cangratirtaJeJwr Majeaty, and to. de^re the Prince 
,might.br:bafxtized*iti*he Protestant Church. -ftflfr the Queen, 
idiaregarBirifc their iwaflemaWe request, co«^ to be 

flraprizal; after the; popish manner, at JJtif ling-Castle, by the 
-Archbishop o£St Andrew*. Soon*alte* Kipg Heaary^frs mur- 
dered By the: Earl of Boiib^el, \fcho afterward^ married the 
:Queen battel of 3fay 1567* This horrid scene, and many 
other pieces o£ misconduct^ issued in *he Queen's being>ptl}ged 
to f^naun£».the t gowrnjneo*i;m favours of l*er son^/who was 
43rbdainKBdc*iiigi5of * (Scotland, *an^ fcrowned, *he < 29th qf 
Julys:; ift""JKii<wcn.preacW: the coronati(*n-$enn<m, and the 
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Earl of Moraj^ was made Regent, who next 'year, on the 
J 3th of May 1568, defeated the Queen's forces in the battle of" 
Landside. Whereupon the Queen fled to England, where she 
was afterwards beheaded. 

In the midst of these troubles the judicatories of the church 
conrened, parishes had ministers settled among them, and 
the discipline of the church was in a great measure established. 
In this agreeable posture matters continued for a few ypars j 
but Satan, envying the prosperity of this infant Church, ex- 
cited some of tie, statesmen against her, who having possession 
of the church rents, and the prelates benefices, contrived a 
method for securing the possession of them to themselves, by 
getting in some Tulchan bishops*, as they were called, who 
might Rave the name of the whole, benefice, but receive only 
a small part, leaving the rest in the hands of these nobles. 
Accordingly the Earl of Morton got the Earl of Marr, then 
Regent, to calj. an assembly at Leith, by means of the super- 
intendent of Angus, who, upon their meeting the 12th of 
January 1572, nominated six of their number to attend six 
appointed by the council ; and these twelve agreed to several 
things tending to intrpduce the Prelates ; and according to' 
these resolutions the Earl of Morton procured one Mr Douglas 
to be made Bishop of St Andrews, Mr Boyd of Glasgow, M r 
Faton of Dunkel, and Mr Graham of Dumblain. 

Mr Knox was then at St Andrews,, and refused to have any 
hand in setting apart the bishop, nay, bore an open testimony^ 
against it. The general, assembly, held at St Andrews the 
6tb of March, appointed some of their number to examine in- 
to these things. 

On the 24th of November, the famous, pious, learned and 
zealous Mr John Knox departed this life. The nignt before 
he died, he sighed and groaned much in his sleep : and when 
heawpke^one Campbell and John Johnston, who attended him* 
having asked him the reason, he answered, ( tn my time I 
i have been often assaulted by Satan, and oft he hath east my sins 
c in my teeth, to bring me into despair, but God gave me grace 
€ to overcome all . his' temptations. And now that subtle ser- 
t pent, who never ceaseth to tempt, hath taken another course, 

< he seeks to persuade me that my labours in my ministry, 
i and the fidelity I have shewn in that service have merited 
t heaven and immortality. But blessed be God who brought 
« to my mind these scriptures, What hast thou that thou hast 
« n§t received? And, Not 1, but the grace of God. in me* With 

< which he hath gone away ashamed, and shall no more return. 

.*■ A Tirlehaa is a caii's akin staffed with straw to make the caifr give miik. 
The bt&hop, had the title, but my Lord had the milk. Caldejwo$d,p,.5S« 

2 
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< And now I aip sure my battle is at an end, and that, wttft- 

* out pain of body or trouble of spirit, I shall shortly change 

* this mortal life for that happy and immortal life.' After 
prayer he was asked whether he had heard it ? He replied, 

< Would to God ye had heard it with such an ear and heart 

< as I have.' Then he said, Lord Jesus receive my spirit. After 
which he spqke no more, but without any emotion resigned his 
souHnto the hands of his God and Father. Thus the church 
was deprived of a burning &nd a shining light. 

The above mentioned innovations were so disagreeable, that 
they were condemned by several after assemblies ; and par- 
ticularly it was agreed by the general assembly, in October 
1578, that all Bishops already elected shall be required par- 
ticularly to submit themselves to the general assembly, and if 
they refuse, after admonition, the censure of excommunication 
was ordered to be passed upon them. And in the year 1580, 
the assembly unanimously ordained, That all who were called 
bishops should demit simpliciter, because that office had no 
warrant in the Word of God ; and at the same time ordained 
provincial synods to call before them such bishops as lived in 
their bounds, and ordered them to give obedience to this act ; 
whereupon presbyteries began to be established in this king- 
dom. « N 

On the 28th of January 1581V the Confession of Faith, 
or National Covenant, was subscribed by the King and his 
household, together with a great many others, «nd afterwards 
by all ranks of people in the land. In this Confession, under the 
nameofHierarchy, is condemned Episcopal government ; so that 
one might think that Presbyterial church-government was now 
established upon sure and lasting foundations. But the King 
had no relish for the Presbyterial establishment, and had those 
about him who increased his prejudices. In short, he was in 
the hands of the Duke of Lenox, the Earl of Arran, and others, 
who were disagreeable to the rest of the nobility. 

Wherefore on the 20th of August 1582, happened the fa- 
mous rode of Ruthven, when the Earls of Marr and Cowrie, 
the Master of Oliphailt, young Lochleven, &c. came to Perth, 
after the King had returned from a hunting-match in Athole, 
and conveyed him to Ruthven Castle. At the same time they 
presented a declaration, signifying the reason of their conduct, 

* N.t In the title of t*he National Covenant, in the Confefliod of Faith, it it 
faid, ThaVit was fubfcribed by the King's Majefty and m> household in the; 
year 1 580, thereafter by perfons of all ranks in the year 15SU The reafon of the 
difference of the calculation here feems to be this, that the English (amongst whom 
the National Covenant, as prefixed to the Wefttn infter Confeflion, was first print-* 
ltd) do not begin their year till the 25th of March, whereas Calde rwood tecjeons 
by the prefort Calculation. 
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and then carried him to Stirling) where they gave him the full . 
liberty of his person and government, only taking the admini- 
stration out of the hands of Lenox and Arran. The King 
never forgave this attempt, but resented it against the ministers, 
as if they had been the chief instruments concerned. Haw- 
ever, he complied with their terms, and published a proclama- 
tion for restoring the liberties of the kirk, with the freedom of 
her judicatures* The assembly sat down in October andnrecog- / 
nized the reformation, erected presbyteries in the north of Scot- 
land, and impowered them to summon the bishops before them. 
And thus pretaqy was borne down, and the church had a little 
sun-shine. But the King secretly hated them, and notwith- 
standing all his subscriptions and proclamations, was determin- 
ed to run them down. 

Accordingly, in May 1584, his Majesty having got a par- 
liament to his ntind, they discharged all church-judicatures, 
gave jthe King power over all causes, ecclesiastical as well as ei- ' 
vil, discharged all declining of him and his counsel in any mat- 
ter under pain of treason, and likewise all ministers to meddle, 
in their sermons, with the affairs of his Highness or the estate 
But in this parliament matters were so ordered underhand by 
the court, that it seemed rather a private council than a parlia- 
ment ; the ministers had no access to be heard, and such as 
protested against their illegal proceedings, as Mr James Low- 
son and Mr Walter Balcanquel, were forced to fly into Eng- 
Jand to escape the fury of the prevailing party : Mr Andrew 
Melvil was likewise obliged to mak;e his escape. Upon this 
bishops were appointed, who immediately exercised their ty- 
ranny arid rage against the rest of the ministers, obliged them 
to promise obedience to them as their ordinaries, upon pain of 
banishment, confinement, &c. so that many were forced to re- 
tire, and none durst so much as pray publicly for those mini- 
sters who fled, under the pain of treason. From this the author 
of the Memoirs of the Church of Scotland justly observes, That 
no sooner was Episcopacy, upon any occasion, set up in, Scot- 
land', but it began always to persecute the Presbyterian Church. 

The parliament sat again the 24th of August, and enjoihed 
all ministers and other ecclesiastical persons to appear witfein 
forty days, and subscribe the new constitution of the church, as 
it was called, and submit to their diocesan, on pain of losing 
their stipends. This brought no small trouble upon those who 
refused, and many went into a voluntary banishment. 

However, it was not long before matters took another turn. 
Episcopacy, was not able to support itself, so that assemblies 
and provincial synods were restored, and the King again profes- 
sed a singular regard for the Presbyterial establishment. In 
^hort, matters were carried oil with so much success, that, * * 
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In the yearl590, theNationa) Covenant was again subscrlb* 
ed by all sorts of persons. The general assembly met atEdhv 
burgh on the 4th of August, and then the King and the Church 
seemed perfectly reconciled j for to the eight session his Majes- 
ty came in person, and being seated on a chair of state, the Mo- 
derator, Mr Patrick Galloway, proposed to him these three 
things, viz. The ratification of the liberties of the Kirk ; the 
purging of the land of Jesuits, seminary priests, &c. and pro- 
viding stipends or salaries in every parish for the ministers. To 
the first the King answered, That in all parliaments the liber- 
ties of the Kirk were first ratified ; that they knew his good 
will to purge the land of Jesuits ; and for the third he refer r 
red them to the council, and desired that Masters Bruc**, 
Lindsay, Point, and the Moderator might be sent as com- 
missioners to treat on the subject. In a word, to please the 
assembly, he stood up, and taking off his bonnet,' with his 
eyes and hands lifted up to heaven, said, « That he praised God 
;«''that he was born in the time of the light of the gospel, and in 
5 such a place as to be King of such a kirk, the sincerest kirk 

* in the world. The kirk of Geneva keeps Pasch and Yulel 
« What have they for them ? They have no institution. As for 

* our neighbouf kirk in England, their service is an ill said mass 
f in English, they want nothing of the mass but the liftings. 
« I charge you, my good people, ministers, doctors, elders, rib- 
/ hies, gentlemen arid barons, to stand to your purity, and to 
< exhort the people to do the same, and I, forsooth, so long as I 

* brook my life and crown, shall do the same.' Thus the King 
flattered the assembly ; and they were so moved with this un- 
expected declaration, that for a quarter of an hour, there was 
nothing heard but praising God and praying for the King. 

While his Majesty continued in this mood all things went 
on easy, the church flourished, her judicatures were acknow^ 
ledged, and her prelatical enemies fell before her. On the 2 1st 
* of May 1 592) the assembly met and agreed to present the follow- 
ing articles td the King. 1. That the aqts of parliament made 
1584 against the authority, discipline, and government of the 
church te reversed, aud the present government established. 
2. That the act of annexation be abolished, and the patrimony 
of the church restored^ $. That abbots, priors, and other pre- 
lates have no more liberty to vote in parliament. And, 4. That 
the country^ which is fearfully polluted with idolatry and 
blood, be purged* ' ' 

The assembly directed their brethren, and others who were 
appointed to present these articles, to go immediately to his 
Majesty, and admonish him gravely, in the name of the eternal 
God, to have respect in time to the state of the true religion, 
to the many murders and oppressions daily multiplied through 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INTRODUCTION. 23 

rjnpunity and lack erf justice, and to discharge the kingly office 
both, as he will eschew the fearful challenge of God, and avert 
.his wrath off himself and the whole land •, and, that he might * 
be the better informed, to lay down the particulars to him, and 
crave his aaswer. The King did not much relish this faithful 
warning, However, 

The parliament sat down on the 29th of May, and ratified 
die privileges, and government of the church, and paitictthrty 
the powers'ef general assemblies, synods, presbyteries, and fcitfks 
or kirk sessions, and reversed the act 1584, granting commit 
sion to bishops tod other judges constituted in ecclesiastical 
causes, (Sec. The ministers improved these advantages, and' 
their judicatures exerted themselves to the utmost to suppress 
Popery and profaneness. And the better to gain this great 
and important point, i . >■»'«; 

The provincial synod of Fife met 1593, anil gave it as their 
opinion, that commissioners Tepair to the King, «' To tell plain- 

* ly to- his Majesty, that which all his true subjects think, touch* 
« ing his too much bearing with, favouring and countenancing 

* of Papistical teachers, his negligence in suppressing of idola- 
«.*ry and establishing the kingdom of Christ within the realm ; - 
< and to declare freely to his Majesty the resolution of all his 

* godly and faithful subjects* viz. That they are ready to give: 
•their Jives rather than to suffer the same/ Accordingly, Mr 
Melyil and others were appointed. The synod next proceeded 
.to excommunicate the Popish lords, without regard to the 
countenance they received from his* Majesty. 

This plain dealing could not but excite the church's enemies' 
to contrive methods for her overthrow. The papists, on the one 
hand, plainly perceived that they could have no quiet settle- 
rnent in Scotland, unless the authority of the church was brok- 
en : and profane politicians and courtiers, on the otheiynotbe-^ 
ing able to- bear the strictness of the discipline established, pre-, 
vailed with the King, notwithstanding all his former promise** 
and protestations, to oppose, and at last to overthrow it ■ 

The assembly 1593, solemnly renewed the. National Cdtfe- * 
nant, and made a faithful representation" to the King of the sin*: 
of his person and family. But after that the church had nori- 
another like it during his reign ; for ever after this he encroach*) 
ed upon their liberties, and about the end of this year,a boodx 
was. devised to be subscribed by all the ministers of Scotlarttty; 
on pain of losing their stipends, in which they were to acknaw* 
ledge the King as thiir sovereign judge iaail causes of ' sfeditipaft 
and treason, — >and of all their speeches which may import die.) 
said crimes, though uttered in the pulpit, or any other pliccJ : 
This. the faithful ministers would by, no means subscribe ji.bet 
causey when they subscribed the Confession of JFaith ancL^a*' 
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uotidl Covena^ they there acknowledged his Majesty's Tawiiil 
authority; and because they perceived that it was devised on 
purpose for a snare, and their subscription would be a virtual 
acknowledging of the King as supreme and. only judge of mi* 
nistefs in. all clauses. Thus early dkl the church of Scotland 
testify against the ecclesiastical supremacy..; * 

On the 27th of December a proclamation was published at 
the cross of Edinburgh, requiring all magistrates, borons, ^and 
gentlemen of power, to interrupt ministers if they should utter 
any speeches tending to sedition from their pulpits, in reproach* 
contempt or disdain of the King, his parents or progenitors, his 
Council and their proceedings, to. put them in sure nrmance, till 
the King and Council were advertised 'to take farther order* or N 
at least to hinder diem from preaching within their bounds or 
jurisdiction. These were great encroachments* The most of 
the ministers refused the bond with abhorrence. 
, After this the King called a convention of ministers to meet 
at Perth the 28th of February 1597, the generality whereof 
were nominated by the King, and members came from the ' 
north in unusual numbers; and .therefore the honest part of the 
ministers denied this to be a lawfuT assembly, and protected 
against it, and whatever should be transacted in it. Eight pres- 
byteries entirely opposed it, but eleven-approved of it, under the 
name of extraordinary* And a9 the members of this meeting 
wefe such as generally subscribed the bond, they gave way k to 
Iris. Majesty's measures. 

The lawful assembly "had been appointed to meet at St An-^ ' 
drews; whether Mr Robert Pont, the moderator of the last as- 
sembly, went on the 27th of April, Though the number of 
commissioners was but small, yet they met in form, constituted 
themselves regularly, and having begun the assembly with pray- 
er as usual, and with the confession of sins, which had caused 
the present sad alteration of affairs, they protested for the li- 
berty of the church, and referred all other affairs to the next 
jneeting. * \ r 

Mean while the. King appointed another assembly of his own 
model to meet at Dundee in the month of May. The King's 
design, at this assembly, was to get the popish lords, who had 
been excommunicated, absolved, and the assembly at Perth ac- 
knowledged. By this time, one way pjr other, he got several of 
ttfe poorer sort of the ministers to come into his measures, 
s«mr implying for preferment, and others for honour and. pro- 
fit; and thus ajent was made in the church, which grew wid« 
er and wider every day. Accordingly this assembly absolved 
the lords, ratified the Perth assembly, ordained that there be no 
meeting of ministers without his Majesty's consent ; and indeed 
all ecclesiastical matters, which were to be treated m general 
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assemblies^ were, Henceforward first proposed and determined 
hy the King.' 

At his majesty's desire, this assembly chose fourteen of their 
number, authorising them, or any seven of them, to advUe with 
hito about a method of presenting the petitions and grievances 
o£ the church, settling ministers stipends, &c. £iowever plausK . 
We the pretences were for this commission, yet the event shew- 
ed, whit was the real design ; for soon after they gave in a pe- 
tition to the parliament then sitting in the name of the church, 
(though falsely, for the niaih body of the church abhorred the 
thought of such a thing) that ministers, as representing the 
church* the third estate of the kingdom, might have liberty to 
sit and rote in parliament. The estates in parliament assem- 
bled, judging that there was jio inconveniency in complying, 
being of opinion' that no honest minister would assume any pre- 
latical title, past the same into a law, and ordained, That such 
pastors and ministers, as at any time his Majesty shall please to 
provide to the office, place, title and dignity of a bishop, abbot, 
or other prelate, shall at any time hereafter have vote in parlia- 
ment, as much as ever any ecclesiastical person Jiad in timet 
past, &c. Arid this was approved by the royal assembly, which 
met at lhmdee the following March. At this assembly the* 
King* would suffer nothing to be done till Mr Andrew Melvil 
was removed. Nay, this Mr Mdvil, together with Mr Johji 
Johnston, professor of divinity in St Andrews, were charged to 
depart out of the town under pain of horning. When the act 
of approbation passed by a small majority, after many threaten- 
ings to some, and promises to others, then Mr John Davidson 
entered a solemn protest in his own najne, and in the name of 
all the ministers of Scotland who adhered to him, against that 
and the two preceding assemblies, as void and null. It is cer- - 
tain the^r acts were afterwards reversed, both by the parliament 
and assembly. 

In short, there were several meetings, as one at Falklai*d $he 
29th of July 1598, where were some debates upon thi* affair, 
and some cautions limiting these parliamentary ministers, to 
propose nothing in parliament without express warrant from* 
the church, to be accountable to the general assembly, and sub- 
ject to their presbytery and synod, and every way to behave as 
other ministers : and to all these and other necessary points, 
they were bound to swear and subscribe. But all this was * 
artifice, the better to bring in Episcopacy by art and flattery, 
and by degrees ; for even Spotiswood says, It was neither the 
King's intention, nor the minds of the wiser. sort, to have those 
cautions stand in force, but to have matters peaceably ended, 
and Ithejreformatbn of the policy made ft. e. Episcopacy * es* 
tablished) without any noise.* Fr<*ri hence it is plain, that Pre- 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



88 INTRODUCTION. 

lacy was established in Scotland, on the foundation Jot> to y»t 
flattery and dissimulation, and of open andlrvo wed perjury; . 
In July 15&9, Monsiejtir Bethune arrived ambassador: front 
the most Christian King, for renewing the ancient Jeague .be** 
tween France and Scotland ; and in September following .the 
King wrote a flattering letter to the Pope, at the instigation of 
Secretary Eiphingston, iiitreating him to promote the bishop of 
Yaizon, a Scotsman, Co the dignity of a cardinal; that :±ry bis 
means there might be a correspondence between the King and 
the court of Rome. In this letter his Majesty styles the Pope, 
Beatissinie Pater > Pontife* Maximus^ &c fhe King afterwards 
pretended that another person wrote this kttier, and that he 
signed it in haste,, in a crowd of other papers which wfere to 
pass the sign-manual. The curious reader may see the letter 
itself in Calderwood's history, p* 4#7, since I have not room to 
insert it here. - 

On the 1 7th of November following began the famous con-, 
ference at Holy-rood-house, to which sundry ministers were 
summoned, but the King took care to secure a majority of his 
awn party. For formality's sake those things were debated and 
resolved, which his Majesty had before resolved, without de«* 
bating. The questions were not, if the giving ministers votes 
in parliament should be confirmed ; that was past already :< but 
how many they should be who should chuse, and what. title 
they should bean In a word, their number and choice, wcbre 
kft fco the King, and it was proposed that they should. have 
the title of Bishops ^ and thus a foundation was laid for bring- 
ing in of prelacy. 

On the 19th of November 1601, the Queen was delivered of 
a Prince, afterwards King Charles I. Matters continued much 
in the same situation during the time the King continued in 
Scotland : the assemblies were abridged of their liberty, and 
the parliamentary ministers were appointed. But, 

About the end of March 1603, an express arrived from 
England, with the news of the death of Queen Elisabeth, and 
with letters of recognition from the privy-council there ; upon 
which James was congratulated by the lords, &c. and proclaim- 
ed King of England, France* and Ireland. 

On the 3d of April he made a speech in the great church of 
Edinburgh, wherein, ampng 6ther things, he said, « Ajs God 
« hath promoted me to a greater power than I had, so I must 
< endeavour, to establish religion, and take away corruption in 
€ both countries.* Ye need not doubt, but, as I have a body as 

* able as any King in Europe, whereby I am able to travel, sq 

* X shall visit you every three years at least, or oftener, as I shall 

« have occasion, (for so have I written in my bcOk directed t*. 
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* my son, and it were a shame to me not to perform that which 

* 1 have written) that I may, with my own mouth, take account of 

* the execution of justice of them that are under me 5 and that 

* ye yourselves may see and hear me, and from the meanest to 

* the greatest, hate access to my person, and pour out your 
« complaints in my bosom. This shall ever be my course/ 

These were fair promises, but not one word of them was 
performed; for no sooner did he become a King of an Epis- 
-copal* Church, but, as was always natural to the spirit of Pre- 
lacy in Scotland, he became a persecutor of that very churchy 
which, in the most solemn manner, he had declared to be the 
'^incerest or purest church upon earth; , x " 

- In the month of July 1606, the parliament met at Perth, and 
acknowledged his Majesty's sovereign authority , princely power, 
*oyal prerogative and privilege of the crown, over all estates, 
persons and causes, and restored the bishops to the ancient and 
.accustomed honour, privileges, livings, lands, &c. and repealed 
the act of annexation 5 by which thev were restored to their 
votes in parliament, and had the title of Lords , of parliament. 
But though they were thus advanced to civil dignities, yet no 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction was given them. The commissioners 
from the several presbyteries through Scotland, being met at 
Edinburgh, gave in a most excellent protestation against this, . 
in the name of the church in general, and in name of their pres- 
byteries from whom they had commission in particular. This 
was subscribed by a great many ministers, and among others by 
Mr Adam Bannantine, Mr John Abernethy,; and Mr William 
Couper, who afterwards became bishops themselves. 

When prelates were thus advanced to their civil dignities 
jnethods were next fallen upon to advance them to spiritual 
power. Accordingly, on the 1 0th of December this same year, 
an assembly was calted too meet at Linlithgow ; but then only 
some presbyteries, in whom the King most confided, had no- 
tice of it ; nay, matters were so secretly managed, that the mo- 
derator of the last assembly knew nothing of the rnatter. Here 
it was agreed, that there should be constant moderators in pres- 
, byteries chosen, and that, where the bishop resided, they should 
moderate both in synods and presbyteries. When this act 
came down refined from court, about half-a-year afterwards, 
all synods and presbyteries were charged, under pain of rebel- 
lion, to admit the constant moderators, % 

This was so disagreeable to the church of Scotland, that not 
,©n v e of the provincial synods accepted the constant moderator 
except the synod of Angus, and even there it met with no small 
opposition, j^ut the synod of Perth "remarkably distinguished 
themselves on this occasion, at their > meeting in April 1607. 
Lord Scoon came with a commission from the King, and threa- 
tened theni in his. Majesty's name, if they refused to admit a 
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constant moderator. But, notwithstanding all threatening^ and 
unjustifiable insults, Mr Row, their last moderator, took the 
roll of the synod in his hand, and when Scoon would have 
pulled it" out, Mr Row kept his hold, and called all the names 
of the members, who chose Mr Henry Livingston for their 
moderator. He beginning wi£h prayer, according to the cus- 
tom of the judicatories at that time, Scoon profanely interrupt- 
en him, and threw down the table, but he still continued. In 
short, y?hen they returned to the next meeting, the church- 
doors were shut against them, so that they were obliged to 
ra$et at the south church door, and agreed, that every presby- 
tery, at their first meeting after the synod should chase their 
own moderator. 

hi the month of February 1610, a commission given under 
the great seal to the two archbishops, together with several 
noblemen and gentlemen, to hold two courts of high com- 
roisskm* was proclaimed at the cross of Edinburgh ; by virtue 
of which the archbishops, &c. obtained power to excommuni- 
cate, imprison, fine and confine, for causes ecclesiastic, whe- 
ther in doctrine or manners, whether in noblemen, ministers, 
or common people 5 and there was scarce any kind of injustice 
or oppression that was not practised in consequence of this. 

Ami that the bishops might have the sanction of a general 
assembly, one of the King's appointment was held at Glasgow 
in June. All the constant moderators who had their hundred 
pounds a-year, resorted to this pretended assembly. The Earl 
of Dunbar was sent thither with a strong guard, to intimidate 
the minsters, so that several, who were coming from the.west to 
protest, were forced to return hack. There was likewise money 
brought to. hire votes. At this corrupt meeting it was, among 
other things agreed, that the calling of assemblies belonged to the 
King ; 1 tiiat every minister, at his admission, shall swear obedi- 
ence to his ordinary 5 that synods should be moderated by pre*- 
iafces ; that no minister shall preach or write against the acts of 
this assembly 5 and that the question about the parity or imparity 
of ministers shall not be mentioned in the pulpit, upon pain of 
deprivation, &c. Bat though these were great encroachments, 
yet there was not a word at this meeting concerning the con- 
secration of bishops. * 

However, it was judged necessary that the bishops elect 
should be consecrated by some of the same order j for this 

Surpose the King sent for three of them into England, viz. 
Ir Spotiswoold, arfchhishop of Glasgow, Mr Lamb, bishop of 
JJrechen, and Mr Hamilton, bishop of Galloway, and issued *a 
commission under the great seal, to the bishops of London, 
Ely, Bath and Well?, and Rochester, requiring them to proceed 
&q the consecration of the above mentioned bishops according to. 
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the English ordinal. They were accordingly consecrated in the 
chapel at Londort-house, October 21, 1610. In the mouth of 
December the three consecrated bishops returned to Scotland, and 
consecrated Mr George Gladstones archbishop of St Andrews, 
and in January and February 1611, the rest of the bishops 
were consecrated, some at St Andrews, and some at Leith. 

Thus the original constitution of the church of Scotland was 
overturned by an usurped authority, and other violent and in- 
direct means, contrrry to the inclinations of the people, and 
'die repeated protestations of the assembly. Bishop Burnet, 
though an adversary, in the history of his own times, ac- 
knowledges thatgre.it opposition was made to all these steps ; 
and adds, that; the ^ hole force of the government was strained 
to carry elections to these meetings, or to take of those who 
were chosen, in which it was thought that no sort of practice 
was omitted. 

In the year 1612, a parliament met, and inserted in their 
registers the oath which every minister was to swear at his 
admission, by which they declared that the King was the su- 
preme governor in all causes ecclesiastical as well as civil, and 
that they held their -churches of his Majesty and th* crown 
royal of die realm* They were also to swcfar obedience to the. 
bishop of the diocese* Thus were matters carried on with a 
high hand in favour of prelacy, contrary to the general sense 
both *>f ministers and people. 

On the 4th of March 1614, the ministers were commanded, 
by proclamation at the cross of Edinburgh, to prepare the peo- 
ple for the Lard's supper, and to administer it to them upon 
Easter-day the 24th of A£ril. The people were likewise, 
charged to communicate on that day at their . own parish- 
churches, which was contrary to several acts of assembly. 

In the year 1617, the king made a tpur to Scotland, still 
farther to advance the cause of prelacy there. The chapel at 
Holy-rood-house was adorned after the manner of that at 
Whitehall, pictures being carried from London with the statues 
of the twelve apostles and four evangelists, curiously wrought 
in timber, in order to be gilded and set up. But the people, 
murmuring, the bishops dissuaded the King from setting them, 
up. His Majesty made his public entry into Edinburgh ori> 
the 16th of May, and next day the English service, singing of 
quiristers, playing on organs, and surplices, were first .heard 
and seen in the chapel-royal. And the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper was administered on Whitsunday after the English 
form. However, still greater alterations must be' made ; for, 
when the parliament did meet, it was proposed, that whatso- 
ever his Majesty should determine in the external govern-? 
ment of the church, with the advice of the archbishops, bishops* 
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and a competent number of the ministry, should have the strength* 
of a law. About fifty five ministers entered a humble and re- 
spectful protest against this, for which several of them suffered 
exceedingly : as Mr Archibald Simpson, Mr David Calderwood, 
Mr Peter Hewet, and others, who, having been summoned be-' 
fore the high commission, were deprived and confined, or im- 
. prisoned, and Mr Calderwood was ordered to ^epart forth of 
the kingdom. So that the bishops being once got in, the, 
King and they were resolved to carry matters as far as possible* 
Accordingly, 

On the 25th of August 1618, a meeting was called at Perth, 
to which his Majesty sent seven noblemen, fifteen barons and 
gentlemen* Here the honest party was borne down. Spotis- 
wood, who took upon him to moderate, told them, that he 
would send the names of all who refused to the King. He ask- 
ed the votes of many who had no commission, and so these five 
articles, viz. 1. Kneeling at the holy sacrament y 2. Private com- 
munion' - 9 3. Private baptism ; 4. Confirmation of children \ and, 
5. The observation of holy days, had the approbation of all, ex- 
cept one nobleman, one doctor, and forty- five ministers. All 
these unscriptural innovations Spotiswood got ratified in the high 
commission. 

But these not being sufficient to establish the articles into a 
law, it was resolved to use all the interest "of the court to carry 
them through the parliament, which was not, however, attemp- 
ted till the year 1621,and theri they, were ratified on the 4th of 
August, notwithstanding all the opposition made thereto by se» 
vjeral faithful ministers. But the methods used were contrary 
tp the ordinary freedom of parliament. Care was taken that 
none of the ministers should get into the house to protest, for 
they knew that they had a protestation ready to deliver. And in 
the parliament itself they met with great opposition. The Lords 
Rothes, Monteith, Egliqton, Linlithgow, Kintail, Gray, Ross, 
Tester, Cathcart, Coupar, Burlie, Balmerino, Elphingston, Tor- 
phichen, and Forbes, all publicly voted against it. However, 
• the act passed, and the articles were thereby ratified. But it is 
remarked, that when the King's commissioner rose to touch this 
act with the sceptre, there came in at the window a great flash 
of lightning j after that a second and a third. Then there suc- 
ceeded an extraordinary darkness to the astonishment of all in 
the house. The lightnings were followed by three loud claps 
of thunder, which several thought were the firing of the castle 
guns. Then there was a surprising shower of hail succeeded 
by such rain as made the streets run like rivers, so that the par- 
Ji^nient was obliged to stay within doors for an hour and a half, 
and afterwards to go home without their robes. 

The prelates having now all power in their hands, tyrannized 
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over sill ranks ill such a manner, that the inhabitants were mbre 
afraid of disobliging them than his majesty •, for they ^banished 
or imprisoned what gentleman or ministers they pleased upon, 
tlje slightest pretence?, such as hearing their own old minister* 
and the like. The prisons were filled with deprived ministers, 
and the remote parts with the banished* And thus far King 
James went in establishing Prelacy, and thereby shewed his gra- 
titude to those by whom his life was preserved in his infancy, 
and by whose means he obtained the crown 5 and what a regard 
he had for the National Covenant, and for that which he called 
the purest church upon earth. But I leave the reader to hia 
own reflections. He died not without suspicion of poison, 27th 
March 1625. It is certain, says Bishop Burnet, no King died 
less lamented, or less esteemed, than he was. ' This sunk the 
credit of the Bishops of Scotland, who, as they were his crea- 
tures, so' they were obliged to a great dependence on him, an4 
even thought guilty ©f gross and abject flattery towards him. 

His successor, Charles I. was no less zealous than his father 
for prelacy 5 but, being left embarrassed in a war with Spain, 
and afterwards entering into another, rashly, with France, he 
had not leisure to pursue his designs upon the church of Scot- 
land for some years. However, at length, he carried things in 
so arbitrary a manner, both there and in England, that he ne* 
ver desisted till he tumbled headless from the throne. 

Though, about the end of the last reign, the persecution was . 
~ hot against some eminent ministers ; yet many, by the special 
providence of God, had a peaceable residence at their several 
pastoral charges. Some of them were protected by persons of 
considerable distinction ; for not a few of the first rank in Scot* 
land distinguished themselves by a concern for the purity of gos* 
pel-ordinances, and remarkable success attended the ministry of 
those who had nbt conformed to prelacy. Solemn fasts were 
likewise observed through the land, on account of the deplorable 
state of (the church of Scotland, and for a revival of the Lord's 
work in that nation : and God was pleased to give a gracious re-« 
turn to their prayers, as we, shall relate. . 

In the year 1633, the King made a tour to Scotland, attend- 
ed by Laud, bishop of London, together with the earls of Ar- 
undel, Northumberland, Holland, Pembroke, Southampton, and 
other Lords, where he was crowned, on the 18th of June, by 
Spotiswood, archbishop of St Andrews, assisted by the bishops / 
of Ross and Moray. One Larrey,' speaking of the King's coron- 
ation, says, < The archbishop of Glasgow ought to have been cri 
' the right of the archbishop of St Andrews ; but' Laud, who 

* had the .direction. of the ceremony, seeing he was not in his 

* pontifical robes, as the dthers were, being a person who ab- 
'* horred pomp, had the boldness to pull h'tm forcibly from hit 
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« place! and to substitute the bishop of Rosa in hU Btead* T*d 

< this outrageous insult, Laud added Words that were not leas 

< insulting : Art you a churchman, and dare you appear here 
« without a habit suitable to the Episcopal dignity, and the 80* 
« lemnity of this day ? The Scots saw, by this action, what w&a 
« to be expected from such a man, who was zealous for Epis- 

' c copacy, even to superstition; but they knew him much bet- 
<ter soon after.' 

On the 20th of June the parliament met, and gave* hfe Ma- 
jesty the largest subsidy that had ever been granted to any kifcg 
of Scotland before him. After which he proposed two acts re- 
lating to religion, the one concerning his royal prerogative and 
the apparel of churchmen, and tjie other for ratifying the former 
acts touching religion. These were the only acts that met with 
any opposition, cm account of the consequences which some 
feared the King would afterwards draw from them. Some of 
the members of t;his parliament suspected the King would make 
use of this act to introduce the surplice. And being asked 
whether he intended it, he made no answer, but taking a Ust 
out of his pocket, said gentlemen, I have all your names here, 
and I'll know who will .do me service, and who not, this day. 
However, it was carried in the negative, thirteen Lords and the 
majority of the commons voting against it. The Lords said, 
they agreed to the act, jo far as it related to his Majesty's pre- 
rogative, but dissented from that part of it which referred to the 
apparel of churchmen, fearing lest, under that cover, the sur- 
plice might be introduced. But his Majesty said, he would 
have no distinction, but Commanded them to say yes or no to 
the whole bill. The King marked every man's vote, and upon 
casting them up, the clerk declared that it was carried in i the 
affirmative, whkh some of |:he members denying, his Majesty 
said, the clerk's declaration should stand, unless any of them 
would go to the bar, and accuse him of falsifying the record of 
parliament, at the peril of his life. This method of proceeding 
justly disgusted all ranks of people, especially as. the King would 
nqt look upon the dissenting Lords, nor suffer them to kiss his 
hand. 

When the King left Scotland, he erected a new Bishoprick 
at Edinburgh : and, about two months after, Laud being acW 
vanced to the Archbishoprick of Canterbury, framed articles for 
the reformation of his Majesty's royal chapel in that city, 
which were sent to Scotland, wjth a declaration' under the 
King's own hand, that they were intended as 3 pattern for alt 
cathedrals, chapels, and parish-churches in that kingdom. The 
liturgy was to be read in the choir, the sacrament to be receiv- 
ed kneeling, the dean to appear in his whites, &c. Matters 
were corne to a 6orry pass, when such innovations were (hade 
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by an EngKsh prelate, without the consent of either parliament. 
or general assembly in Scotland. Surely faithful ministers had 
just Reason to preach against the English hierarchy, and to warn 
the people against surrendering up their liberties into the hands 
of a neighbouring nation. 

Accordingly, their endeavours were not fruitless: for as 
Bishop Burnet observes, though the bishops were cherished by 
the King with all imaginable expressions of kindness and con- 
fidence, yet being charged with popery, arminianism, and breach 
of sabbath, they lost all their esteem with the people. Neither* 
says he, stood they in better terms with the nobility, who 
were at that time as considerable as ever Scotland saw them. 
They were offended because the bishops seemed to have more 
interest with the King than themselves.* Spotiswood, arch- 
bishop of St Andrews, was made chancellor, and Maxwell, 
bishop of Ross, was fair for the treasury. They were no less 
■'hateful to the ministry, because of their pride, which was cried 
out upon as insupportable,; so that the reader cannot be sur- 
prised at the nation's being roused, and at the methods which 
were afterwards taken to throw off the dismal yoke of prelacy. 

When the King was in Scotland, it was reckoned a blemish 
in the church, that it had no liturgy nor book of canons. To 
supply this defect, the King ordered the bishops to prepare 
draughts of both, and remit them to London to be revised by 
the bishops Laud, Juxon, and Wren. The book of canons be* > 
ing first finished, was presented to the King, and by him de- 
livered to Laud and Juxon to be examined, altered, and reform- 
ed at pleasure, and to bring it as near as possible to the Eng- 
lish canons. The bishops having executed" their commission, 
and prepared it for the press, the King confirmed it by letters 
patent under the great seal, dated at Greenwich^ 1 May the . 23d, 
1635. These canons were subversive of the whole Constitution 
of the church of Scotland ; for the first canon excommunicates 
all who affirm the power and prerogative of the King not to be 
equal with the Jewish Kings, that is, absolute and unlimited. 
The second excommunicates those who shall affirm, that the 
worship contained in the book of common prayer, which wag 
not yet published, or the government of the church by arch- 
bishops, bishops, &c. to be corrupt, superstitious, or unlawful. 
The book farther decrees, that no assembly of the clergy s)iall 
- be called but by the King ; and that none shall receive the sa- 
crament but on their knees. After sundry other canons of this 
nature, as appointing fontfc for baptism, church ornaments, com- 
munion-tables or altars, &c. the book appoints, that no person 
shall be admitted to holy orders, or to preach, or administer the 
sacraments, without first subscribing the foresaid canons. These 
vox., i, C 
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things could never go down with the people of Scotland. No* 
thing could be a greater^ evidence of infatuation, than to think 
that they would submit to canons dictated for them by a few 
foreign bishops, without so much as asking their advice or 
consent. T^iese proceedings, and such an unprecedented 
stretch of the prerogative, ^ind to them hateful supremacy could 
not miss to'enflame them. 

And, to crown all, the King was resolved to have a public 
Liturgy or book of Common-prayer used in Scotland. This 
his father could never accomplish, and his son soon found it 
impracticable. It was, however, appointed to be read on Easter- 
day 1687, against which time all parishes were to be provided 
with two books at least. It was first set up in the chapeLroy- 
al at Holy- rood- house, but the more the people saw the ser- 
vice performed, the more hateful and abominabie it appeared 
to them. 

' On the 23d of July there was a great concourse of people 
in the great church at Edinburgh, and, when the hour of ser- 
vice was come, the dean in his surplice came out of the vestry, 
the people gazing as at algreat show, passed through the crowd 
to the reading desk, and began the service, the people as yet 
continued quiet ; but on a sudden, at some words that disgust- 
ed Jannet Geddes, an old woman, she started up and said, 
Villain, dost thou say mass at my lug ? and taking up a little 
Itool, on which she sat, threw it at the desk. Some that sat 
next followed her example, till the whole church was in an up- 
Jroar, and the dean obliged to leave the desk and pull off the 
Surplice, for fear of being torn in pieces. The bishop of Edin- 
burgh being present, went into the pulpit and beckoned for 
silence, but to no purpose : so both bishop and dean were 
obliged to give over and retire to the vestry for their safety. 
As the lords of council complained to the King of this disorder, 
they spared not to lay the greatest blame of it upon the bishops. 
After the strictest enquiry, it did not appear that any above the 
"meaner $6rt were accessary to this tumult. However, the lords 
of council thought proper to dispense with the service next 
Lord's day, till they should hear from his Majesty. But Laud 
dispatched their messenger with all expedition, telling them, 
It w^s the king's firm resolution that they should go on with 
their work ; and blaming them highly for suspending it. 

The country people having then been jengaged>in their bar* 
*vest, things went on pretty smooth ; but when that was over, 
it was soon found that the generality of tlie nation was dis- 
gusted at these impositions ; accordingly* in the middle of Sep- 
tember, a vast number of the gentlemen of rank, and others^ 
presented a petition to the council, requesting them that th< 
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service book might be no farther pressed upon them, till these 

things hiightSe represented to the fcing, and his pleasure be 

J 'farther known. * The council not regarding this petition*, and 

being averse to a being importuned, removed th[e session to 

I Linlithgow j whereat the citizens of Edinburgh were so enraged, 

that a vast mohr arose and surrounded the council-house, while 

the members Were sitting, and demanded a rhore ' favourable 

answer to their, petition, and that the service book might be 

laid aside till the king was fully informed of the matter. Next 

day another petition was presented, signed by nineteen noble- 

men, three hundred gentlemen of note, and by th6 principal in- 

habitants of Edinburgh. But though this petition was sent 

to the King, yet instead of returning a soft answer/he ordered* 

a proclamation to be published from Stirling, to forbid all tu- 

j /rijultuous meetings on pain of rebellion, &c. 

Upon this, sundry noblemen, barons, ministers, and burgh. 

v ers met together, and signed the following protest, * 1. That 

^ *. it is the undoubted right of the subjects of Scotland to have 

~' r \ immediate recourse to the King by petition. 2. That arch* 

^ \bishops and bishops ought not to sit in any judicatory in this 

' f kingdom, civil or ecclesiastical, till they have purged them- 

\ < selves of those crimes which are ready to be proved against 

c them. 3. That no proclamation of council, in presence of 

* the archbishops, or bishops shall be prejudicial to any of our 

* proceedings. 4. That neither we, nor any that adhere to us, 

* shall incur any damages for not observing the liturgy or book 
\*'qf canons, as long as it is not established by general assembly, 
' or act of parliament. 5. That, if any inconvenience fall put 
'* which God prevent, upon pressing the late innovations, we 
' declare the same is not to be imputed to us. 6. That all our 
( proceedings in this affair have no other tendency, but the 
« preservation of the true reformed religion, and the law* and 

* liberties of the kingdom.* 

The council, being apprehensive of danger from these large 
assemblies and combinations of people, agreed, That if they 
would return peaceably to their habitations, they might ap- 
point some of their number of all ranks to represent the rest, - 
till his Majesty's pleasure concerning their protest should be 
more fully known. Accordingly they erected foiir tables at 
Edinburgh, one of the nobility, another of the gentry, a third 
of the boroughs, and a fourth of the ministers. These pre- 
pared and digested matters for the general table formed of 
commissioners from the other four, where the final tesolutions 
were taken. , . 

These, rightly judging that the main procuring cause of all 
the calamities of the nation, was the Violation of the National 
Covenant, unanimously resolved to renew the same y and accord- 

2 

' ' _• Digitized by LjOOQIC 



86 INTRODUCTION- 

ingly they drew it up with some additions a/id confirmations out 
of the acts of parliament, and bound themselves ' to adhere 

< unto, and defend the true religion, and (forbearing the prac- 

< tice of all novations already introduced in the worship of God, 
« or approbation of the corruptions of the public government of 
« the kirk, or civil places and power of kirkmen, till they be 
f tried and allowed in free assemblies and parliaments) to labour, 
* by all means lawful, to recover the purity and liberty of the 

< gospel, as it was established and professed before the foresaid 
« innovations, and promise and swear to continue in the pro- 

< fession and obedience of the foresaid religion, to resist all con- 

< trary errors or corruptions ; and that they had no intention to 
« attempt any thing that might tend to the dishonour of God, 
« or to the diminution of the king's greatness and authority, 
« and to' defend themselves mutually in the same cause/ &c. 
This was subscribed by all present ; and copies of it being sent 
to those who were aosent, were read in the churches, heartily 
approved of, and subscribed and sworn to, with tears and great 
joy, on the first of March 1638, in the Grey Friars church at 
.Edinburgh. The flower of the nation was present. This so- 
lemn meeting consisted of the nobility, of the barons and gen- 
tlemen from the several shires, of burgesses from burghs, with 
ministers and others. The town of Aberdeen, was the only 
place of any note in the kingdom that declined to join in the 
Covenant. Therefore the general meetings at Edinburgh sent 
Masters Alep. Henderson, Da v. Dickson and Andrew Cant, to 
that town ; and* notwithstanding the opposition they met with 
from the doctors and ministers of the place, such was their suc- 
cess, tliat several of special note cheerfully put their hands to 
the Covenant, which was sworn by the generality of all ranks 
through the nation before the end of April. 

The King, being informed of all these proceedings, sent the 
3$arquis of Hamilton, as his high commissioner, to use his ut- 
most to dissolve the tables, and get them to desist from the 
Covenant. The Covenanters y for so they were after this called, 
absolutely refused, and insisted upon a free parliament and a 
general assembly. The Marquis, finding he could make no im- 
pression on these faithful men, returned to court : mean while 
the general meeting agreed to publish a paper, intitled, Reasons 
far a general assembly f and came to a resolution, That, if the 
King shoul4 refuse or delay to call a general assembly, they 
would fail upon the most proper measures themselves for con- 
vening a free national assembly of the church of Scotland. 
The Marquis, returned about the 1 2th of August, and proposed 
from the King the granting of an assembly, but upon such con- 
ditions as had an evident tendency* to frustrate the designs of 
these faithful contenders for the cause of Christ.- The Mar- 
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quis returning again to court, it was agreed, That, if he did 
not come back by the 22d of September, they should proceed 
in the election of commissioners for a general assembly* The 
Marquis, according to his instructions, had made several con- 
cessions, such, as the revoking the liturgy, the canons, the 
high commission, and the five articles of Perth, but as the main 
thing was omitted, viz. the abolishing of diocesan Episcopacy, 
they justly rejected all proposals. He returned at the time 
appointed, and published a proclamation for an assembly to 
meet at Glasgow the 21st of November 1638 % 

The assembly met, consisting of 143 ministers, together 
with professors from the universities, and $5 ruling elders from 
the presbyteries and burghs. Forty- eight burghs were present 
by their commissioners, so that there were only 47 elders from 
the presbyteries. The Rev. Mr Henderson minister at Leu- 
chars was chosen moderator. The Earl, afterwards Marquis of 
Argyle, though a member of the privy-council, attended all the 
sessions of this assembly, in order to hear their debates, and de- 
terminations concerning diocesan Episcopacy and the five arti- 
cles of Perth, and declared his full satisfaction with their deci- 
sions. It was here that this noble peer began to distinguish 
himself by a concern for the Redeemer's glory, and he conti- 
nued stedfast unto the end, dying a martyr for that cause which 
he now espoused^; and at the 8th session, several others of the 
nobility expressed themselves after the same manner with Ar«r 
gyle. 

The Marquis finding, after seven days attendance upon the 
assembly, that they resolved to carry on the design of the ta- 
bles, thought fit to dissolve them in the King's name. Bi&a$ 
they found not his reasons for dissolving them of equal weight 
with those which called them together, they entered a humble 
protest thereagainst, and continued to sit until they finished 
their business. In their protest they say, That it is unlawful 
in itself, and prejudicial to the privileges that Christ has left 
his church, for the king to dissolve or break up the assemblies 
of this kirk, or stay their proceedings; for then it would follow 
that religion and churqh-government depended absolutely on 
the pleasure of the Prince, &c. The assembly, therefore, con. 
tinued sitting till they passed the following acts : An act for 
disannulling all the assemblies by which Prelacy was counten- 
anced and established, particularly those held in the years 1606, 
1608, 1610, 1616, 1617, 1618 : An act for abjuring and abo- 
lishing Episcopacy : An act for condemning the five articles of 
Perth, book of canons, book of ordination, and the high com- 
inission : An act for restoring presbyteries, provincial and na- 
tional assemblies; and several others of the same nature. They 
likewise pronounced sentence of deposition against the bishops* 
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eight of whom were. excommunicated, four excluded from the; . 
ministerial function, and two only allowed to officiate as pas- 
tors or presbyters* They then wrote to the King, complaining 
of bis Majesty's commissioner for declaring them traitors, and 
praying that he would, look upon^them as his good and faithful 
subjects. 

But ihe King, partly from his aversipnto presbytery, and 
partly from his consulting with none but the avowed enemies 
of presbytery, published his resolution, on the 26th of January 
1639, to go in pc*~son against the Scots covenanters at the head 
of an army. They, on the other hand*, hearing of the prepara- 
tions which were mating against them, provided as well as they 
could for their own necessary defence. ' The King went against 
them with an army ; but matters were so managed, that his 
Majesty thought proper to yield to a pacification, by which all 
differences were to be referred to a general assembly, to be held 
August the 12th, and a parliament to meet in a fortnight there- 
after. Both armies were to be dismissed ; however the Scots, 
knowing with whom they had to do, prudently kept their offi- 
cers in pay,! that they might be ready in case pf necessity. 

The assembly met at Edinburgh, and the earl of Traquair 
was commissioner. They unanimously confirmed the assembly 
at Glasgow, appointed the Covenant to be taken throughout the 
kingdom, and, with one consent, determined that diocesan epis- 
copacy was unlawful $ all whiJh the commissioner assented to. 
^The parliament saj down on the 3 1st of August, but, things. 
being managed contrary to the king's inclinations, it was pro- 
rogued to the 2d of June 1640. 

Mean while the king resolved to renew the war, in order to 
force the Scots tp a compliance with his designs. Both parties 
made preparations accordingly. The Scots were victorious at 
Newburn and took Newcastle. At last the king, finding it 
impossible to carry on the war, appointed commissioners to. 
treat with the Scots at Rippon, who agreed to a cessation of 
arms for two months, and the treaty to be adjourned to Lon- 
ilpn, where a free parliament was immediately to be called. 

While these tilings were transacting, the parliament of Scot T 
land sat down on the r 2d pf June, which was the time to whicrj 
it was adjourned, and, by their ^fourth act, they ingrossed and 
specially ratified an act of the general assembly 1639, conde- 
scending on the imposing of prelacy, the service-book, and book 
of canons, the five articles of Perth, &c. as the causes of their 
bygone evils, with the remedies thereof. They also ratified the 
ctiv^nant, and ordered it to be inserted in their registers. So 
that, if we may not say with some authors, that, in this parlia- 
ment, all the acts of the assembly 1639, were ratified, we may, 
at least affirm, that the sum and substance of the reformation 
then attained to, and contended for, was so. 
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The king not referring the proceedings of the parliament at 
Westminster, made another progress into Scotland, with a 
view, whatever was pretended, to break the confederacy that 
was then between the Scots and the English parliament. He 
arrived at Edinburgh in August, and on the 19th the parlia- 
ment sat down, and there he approved of all their late proceed- 
ings, in opposing the English liturgy, and erecting tables in de- 
fence of their liberties. And it was enacted, That every mem- 
ber of succeeding parliament shall take and subscribe the na- 
tional covenant, and give an oath in parliament relative there- 
unto. And thus presbyt#rian government and discipline were 
re-established by king, parliament, and assembly, and abjured 
prelacy legally abrogated. 

While Charles was at Edinburgh, it is said that he sifted the 
Scots, to see whether he could prevail with them to invade 
England, to assist him to subject the parliament there to his 
will ; and that he offered them the three northern counties for 
this service. Yet, the author of The Mystery of Iniquity, print- 
ed at London 1 64?3, says, « That the king sent propositions to 
« the Scots while at Newcastle, of joining with the English 
« army against tjie parliament, and that, for this Service, he of. 
* fered them three hundred thousand pounds to be paid dowri^ 
« the four northern counties, and the plunder of '.London* the 
« quitting of his revenues and customs in that kingdom to their 
« public use, the king's residence at York, for the better ac- 
« commodation of both nations ; but that the Scots not only 
« refused these offers, but likewise acquainted those who were 
« most intrusted with the affairs of the English parliament, of 

< their readiness rather to assist them in securing their just pri- 

< vileges, and in settling both nations in truth and peace.* 
Whatever be in these things, it is certain his majesty's design, 
in this prQgress, was to gain over the Scots, that he jmight be 
at liberty to enslave the English parliament, and therefore he 
complied with every thing. At this time the marquis of Ha- 
milton was made a duke, and the earl of Argyll a marquis. 
But the king no sooner returned to England, than he repented 

. of all his concessions in Scotland. 

During the civil war in England, the English parliament 
called an Assembly of divines to sit at Westminster, for con- 
sulting about religion and church-government, in order to car- 
ry on a work of reformation in that kingdom. These divines 
Were m£n of eminent learning and godliness, ministerial abili- 
ties and. fidelity. In the year lt>43j commissioners were sent 
to Scotland to treat with the assembly there concerning these 
things. The commissioners arrived at Edinburgh, August 9th, 
and were favourably received- On the 12th they presented their 
proposals to the convention of .estates* arid on the 15th to th« 
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assembly, <Jesir,mg, That because the popish ptelatical faction 
Is still pursuing their design of corrupting and altering the re- 
ligion through the wr^ole island, the two nations might be 
strictly united for their .mutual defence against them and their 
adherent?, ana not to lay down arms, till those their implacable 
enemies be disarmed, &c. It was egreed, *at the fir^t ccmferr 
ences, that the b$s>t and speediest means for accomplishing the 
union and assistance .desired, was, for both natibns to enter jn- 
io a mutual covenant and league, which was soon drawn up 
and approved of, and sent into England by the hands of X*ord 
Jftaitland, afterwards Duke of Lauderdale, anal Mr Henderson 
and Mr Gillespie, where it met with the approbation both of 
the parliament and the assembly then sitting at Westminster* 
and was solemnly sworn and subscribed almost in all parts of 
that nation. 

When thus it was sworn in England, the commissioners pf 
the general assembly, 1 1 th October 1643, ordered the same to 
be, wiph public humiliation and all religious solemnities, received, 
swprn, and subscribed by all ministers and professors within &e 
church of Scotland : and next day the commissioners of the con- 
vention of estates appointed the same thing* All this was ap- 
proved and ratified by act of parliament 15th June 1644, and 
by the general assembly 1645. And thus both nations, in a 
tnost solemn maririer, abjured popery and prelacy, S?c. and by this 
means the strength of the popish and pr$latical faction was, in 
a great measure, broken. 1 

By this time the King's affairs grew desperate, wherefore, on 
fhe 5thof May 1646, he surrendered himself to General .fce- 
yen, and rnarcned with the. Scots army from Newark to Newcas-, 
tie $ but he wpuld by no means approve of the solemn league and 
covenant, nor yet comply with the propositions made to him by 
the parliament of England. At last he was, upon the iotreaty 
of the English parliament, and their promise for using him ho- 
nourably, delivered up to them, and their commissioners convey- 
ed him to Hplmby-house, where he continued for some time. 

In the year 1648 the Duke of Hamilton, by his interest and 
intrigues, prevailed with the convention of estates to rise an army 
and appoint him general qf it, in order to rescue the King from 
his captivity. This undertaking and engagement was entirely dis- 
agreeable to many, and the commission of the assembly remon- 
strated against it-j not that they were, against the king's rescue, 
as appears from tbejr declarations, but they found," that, under 
the colour of acting against the Independents of England, the 
Royalists, the mortal enemies of Scotland and of all presbyte- 
rians, were to be restored' : besides, this was chiefly promote*} 
Vy those who- were never friends to the reformatiorTtken attained 
to; n*y> they observed^ that men were sent for to Edinburgh, who 
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were enemies thereto, as Langdale, Musgrave, Glemham, and 
others ; that the junction with the King's party, consisting of 
Papistb and Episcopalians was a most manifest breach of the 
covenant •, that, in short, by this the cpvenant, which was the 
basis and foundation of the union between the two nations* 
.would be destroyed, whilst it was pretended to raise Jtfi arniy 
/or its support. And indeed ' Providence blasted the whole 
^design 5 for though Duke Hamilton invaded England with a 
numerous army, yet he was routed by Cromwell, taken prison- 
er, and afterwards beheaded. 

Soon after this defeat, the parliament not only condemned 
-the engagement, for the reasons above-mentioned, but likewise 
•passed an act against the engagers, ranking them in several 
classes, whence it got the name of an act of classes, whereby 
they were excluded from all offices of public trust and vote in 
parliament. Of this number were William ifarl of Lanark, 
-brother to the Duke of Hamilton, the Earl of Lauderdale, and 
several others who formed a faction, which Rapin calls the 
JSaviiltonian. In short, this act included all who had opposed 
the work of. reformation. The commissioners of the assembly 
likewise appointed church-censures to be inflicted on those 
who had been concerned in the engagement, in order to bring 
diem to repentance. 

At last the sectarian party came to such a height in the 
English army, that they over-ruled the parliament of England j 
tor they put down the house of lords as useless, modelled th* 
house of commons as they thought fit, and erected a new courts 
which they called 2. high court of justice, before which they ar- 
raigned the king and violently took away his life, Jan. 30. 1649, 
against which the commissioners both of the church and state 
in Scotland dki solemnly protest. 

Tne Prince of Waies received the news of these things at 
the Hague, and immediately assumed the title of King, being 
then 18 years x>f age, and made those of his father's council* 
who attended him, to be sworn of his privy-Council, with the 
addition only of one person, viz. Mr Long, his secretary. In, 
the mean time his condition was deplorable, not having where-* 
with to maintain his household, or any table but that of the 
Prince of Orange, his brother-in-law, and subsisting intirely 
by his assistance, which could not last very long. 

When advice came of the King's death to the parliament of 
Scotland, which was then sitting, they, on the 5th February 
36i9, ordered Prince Charles to be proclaimed King of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, promising humbly and faithfully; 
to obey, maintain arid defend him, according to the National 
Covenant and Solemn League and Covenant, with their lives 
and fortunes j and at the same time declaring, that, before he 

• 



42 INTRODUCTION. 

he admitted to the exercise of the royal power, he shall give 
satisfaction to the kingdom in those things that concern the 
security of religion, the unity between the kingdoms, and the 
good and peace of the kingdom of Scotland, according to the 
covenants, &c. 

Immediately commissioners were sent to treat with his Ma- 
jesty at the Hague, who returned without satisfaction. Next 
year commissioners were *ent to him at Breda. Th£ parlia- 
ment pitched upon the Earls of Gassils and Lothian, Alexander 
Brodie of that ilk, Mr George Winram of Libberton, these 
two last being lords of session, togeiher with Mr John Smith 
and Alexander Jeffray. The commission of the kirk chose the 
Reverend Mr John Livingston, Mr James Wood, and Mr 
George Hutchison. Cassils and Brodie sustained the character 
of ruling elderj. It was with great reluctance that Mr Living- 
ston engaged in this service. The day these commissioners 
landed at Campvere, Lothian and Libberton proposed that let* 
ters might be written to Duke Hamilton and the Earl of Lauder* 
dale, atid some other malignants then at the Hague, to repair 
to Breda to assist at the treaty ; which was rejected. How- 
ever after the commissioners got to Breda, Duke Hamilton, 
&c. came likewise. The parliament had limited the time of 
treaty to thirty days, and yet it was several days before the 
first papers were delivered to the King, and some days after 
before his Majesty gave his answers. The King complied at 
last to all the conditions required, yet the Reverend Mr Living- 
ston, one of the commissioners, says, That, all the.time of this 
treaty, he continued the use of the service-book 'and of the 
chaplains, and that there d d not appear any thing of sincerity 
on his part, for he granted nothing until he was in a manner 
compelled 5 and it was the very last day they bad to treat be- 
fore the treaty was concluded, 

( The King postponed the signing of the treaty, 011 account of 
the great hopes he had entertained from the expedition of the 
Marquis of Montrose, who had picked up 2 or bOOO men in 
Denmark and Holstein, with an intention to prepare the way for 
the King's reception in Scotland, without being obliged to com- 
ply with the terms proposed. Part of these troops landed first 
in Orkney, and the rest at Caithness, during the time of the 
treaty. The parliament having notice of this, ordered David 
Lesly to march against him ; but before he could come up, 
Colonel Strachan fell upon, and entirely defeated them. Mon- 
trose surrendered himself to Assint, by whom he was sent un- 
der a strong guard to David Lesly, who carried him to Edin- 
burgh, where he was hanged, drawn and quartered. It was 
found that he had the King's commission ; whereupon the 
committee pf estates determined, to recal their commissioner* 
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from Breda, and break off the treaty , and for this end sent an 
express with letters, which falling into the hands of Libberton, 
were, without the knowledge of the other commissioners, de- 
livered by him into the King's hands ; who seeing how mat- 
ters stood, thought proper to comply with all the proposals. 
He engaged to remove from his counsels all who stood excom-. 
muhicate by the kirk j that he would take the National Cove- 
nant and Solemn League and Covenant, and prosecute the ends 
thereof; that he would ratify and approve all acts of parliament 
enjoining the same, and establishing Presbyterian government, 
the directory of worship, the Wesminster Confession of Faith 
and Catechisms, &c. and. that all civil matters should be deter- 
mined by the present and subsequent parliaments, and all ec- 
clesiastical by the ensuing general assemblies of the church. 
But though he agreed to all this, it is plain he did not intend to 
perform the same. All was artifice and dissimulation. 

For, on the Saturday before the king left Preda, the minis- 
ters, who were commissioners for the church, having intelli- 
gence that his Majesty intended next day to communicate kneel- ' 
ing, went (o him and shewed him the sin of so doing ; how it 
would provoke God to blast all his designs, was inconsistent 
with his concessions, and would confirm some, who were of 
^opinion that he was only dallying with God and them. They 
left him, to think of what they had said, till after supper ; and* 
when they returned, they found him fixed in his resolution. 
He said. His father used always to communicate at Christmas, 
Easter and Whitsunday, and he behoved to do so likewise ; ^and 
that; people would think strange of him, if, having resolved to 
communicate^ he should forbear it, and that he did it to pro- 
cure a blessing from Ood on his intended voyage. In short, all 
fhey said could not prevail, so that in effect his Majesty broke 
%he treaty before he left Breda. 

The King embarked', and besides the commissioners, was at- 
tended by Duke Hamilton, the Earl of Lauderdale^ and other 
Malignants, so that* Mr Livingston had no inclination to go ' 
abroad ; for he says^ that he fought, both in regard to the 
profane Malignant company, and who matters stood in the 
treaty, they were taking the plague of God with them "to Scot- 
land j and therefore he chose to go back to Rotterdam, ^nd 
come home with the first opportunity. However, under some 
pretence used to decoy him, he was got abroad, and the King 
arrived "ui the mouth of the Spey on the 23d of June. There 
had been debates during the passage concerning the King's 
takir.^ the Covenants, to which he seemed refractory : however, ' 
at last, he declared his willingness. Mr Livingston 1 would fain 
have had the King's swearing postponed, because he did not 
look upon him to be sincere, but the rest urged, that it would 
give great offence if the King's offer of swearing the Covenant 
should be rejected. Digitized by Google 
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Mr Livingston, not being able to get this affair delayed, was 
prevailed with to preach on the occassion ; which having done, 
he distinctly read the National Covenant, and Solemn League 
and covenant. His Majesty standing, and lifted up his right 
hand, swore the same in presence of the commissioners and 
others, in.the following words subjoined to both Covenants* 

< T CHARLES King of Great Britain France, and Ireland, 

< JL do assure and declare, by my solemn oath, in the pre* 

< gence of the Almighty God the searcher of hearts, my allow- 

< ancc and approbation of the national Covenant, and of the 

< Solemn League and covenant .above written, and faithfully 
« oblige myself to prosecute the ends thereof in my station and 

'< calling ; and that I, for myself and successors, shall consent 
« and agree to all acts of parliament enjoining the National 
« Covenant and Solemn League and Covenant, and fully e&ta- 
« Wished Presbyterial government, the directory of worship, the 
« Confession of Faith, and Catechisms in the kingdom of Scot- 
« land, i*s they are approven by the general assembly of this kirk 
« and parliament of this kingdom, And that I shall give my 
« royal assent to the acts of parliament enjoining the same in 
« the rest of my dominions, and that I shall observe them in 
« my own practice and family, and shall never make opposition 

* to any of thfcse, or endeavour any change thereof.' 

And immediately subscribed the same. We shall see what 
regard he paid to this. However, for the present, he acted his 
part as well as he could, and submitted to every thing required, 
even to part with Hamilton, Lauderdale and others. But all 
this was against the grain. He had an inward aversion to every 
thing that looked like strictness in religion, and was uneasy at 
the faithful reproofs he received from time to time. 

But while these things were a-dping in Scotland, the parlia. 
rhent of England recalled Cromwell from Ireland to v take the 
command of an army which was to act against the King. Ac- 
cordingly, about the middle of July, that general was at the 
head of an English army, consisting of eighteen or nineteen 
thousand men, and marched to the frontiers of Scotland, where 
he published his manifesto. 

At this time both church and state were taking measures for 
the farther security of their religion and liberties, from any en- 
croachments that might be made by the young King j accord* 
ingly the commission of the assembly made the following act at 
the Wesukirk of Edinburgh, which I shall here insert. 

West-kirhy August 13, 1650, « The commission of the gene- 

* ral assembly, considering that there may be just ground of 
? stumbling, from the King's Majesty's refusing to subscribe 
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and emit the declaration offered to him by the committee of 
estates and the commission of the general assembly, concern- 
ing his former carriage and resolutions for the. future, in re-* 
ference to the cause of God, and the enemies and friends 
thereof, doth therefore declare, that this lark and kingdom 
doth not own or espouse any malignant party, or quarre! ot 
interest, but that they fight merely upon their former grounds 
and principles, and in defence of the cause of God, and of 
the kingdom, as they have done these twelve years past ; and 
therefore, as they disclaim all the sin and guilt of the King, 
and of his house, So they will not own him nor his interest, 
otherwise than with a subordination to God, and so far as he 
owns aftd prosecutes the cause of God, and disclaims his and 
his father's opposition to the work of God, and to the CoVe-. 
nant, and likewise all the enemies thereof; and that they 
will* with convenient speed, take into consideration the pa- 
pers lately sent unto them by Oliver Cromwell, and Vindicate 
themselves from all the falsehoods contained therein, especi- 
ally in those things wherein the quarrel betwixt us and that 
party is mis-stated, as if we owned the late King's proceed- 
ings, and were resolved to prosecute and maintain his present 
Majesty's interest, before and without acknowledgment of ' 
the sin of his house and former ways, and satisfaction to 
God's people in both kingdoms. ALEX. KER.* 

The same day, August the' 18th, 1650, « The committee of 
' estates having seen and considered a declaration of the com- 
mission of the general assembly arient the stating of the quar- 
rel wherein the army is to fight, do approve the same, ana 
heartily concur therein. « ALEX. HENDERSON.* 

These were doubtless things qi hare} digestion with his Ma- 
jesty, especially as at this time all his thoughts were bent to 
get in his old friends the Hamiltonian and Malignant faction ; 
but he could not make the attempt now, for Cromwell wa$ 
coming against him, and both church and state had declare4 
themselves very plainly ; wherefore Charles, the better to dis* 

Siise his intentions, emits a most remarkable declaration from 
unfermline, on the 16th of August 1650, of which I give the 
following extract, as far as it relates to his former *oath. 
CHARLES R. 

• T1IS Majesty taking into consideration that merciful dispen- 
«•*■-*• sation, — by which he hath been recovered out of the 
« snaTe of evil council, — doth, in reference to his former de- 
« portments, and to his resolutions for the future, declare as 
« follows : 

« Though his Majesty, as a dutiful son, be obliged to honour 

* the memory of his royal father, and have in estimation the 
f person of nis mother, yet doth he desire to be deeply hum- 
Digitized by LjOOQIC 
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blecU-before God, because cf bis father's hearkening to. and 
following evil counsels, and his opposition- to the Work of 
Reformation, and to the Solemn League, and CoronaiU^ — 
and for the idolatry of his mother, the toleration of whkh in 
the King's house,— *couJd not but be a high provocation to 
him, who is a jealous GW, visiting tie iniquities #f the father* *^- 
on the children. And albeit .his Majesty might ejuermate his 
former carriage and actions, in following theodvice, and walk- 
i ing in the way of those who* are opposite to the Covenant and 
to che work of God, — yet knowing that he hath to da with 
. God, he doth ingenuously acknowledge all \m own siris, and 
all the sins of his father's house, craving pardon, and hoping 
formercy and reconciliation,through the bloodof Jesus Christ, — 
« And his Majesty having, upon the full persuasion pf the 
justice and equity of all the heads and articles therepf r now 
sworn and -subscribed the National Covenant,* — arid the So- 
lemn League and Covenant, — doth declare, that he hath not 
sworn and subscribed these Covenants and entered into the 
oath of God, with his people, upon any sinister intention and 
crooked design, for attaining his own ends, but so far as hu- 
man weakness will permit, in the truth and sincerity of his 
heart, and that he is firmly resolved, in the Lord's strength, 
to adhere thereto, and to prosecute, to the utmost of his pow- 
er, the ends thereof in his station and calling, really, constant-, 
ly and sincerely, all the days of his life. In order to which, 
he doth, in the first place, profess and declare, that he will 
have no enemies but the enemies of the Covenant* and-— np 
friends but the friends of the Covenant ; and therefore, as he 
doth now detest and abhor all Popery, superstition and idola r 
try, together with Prelacy a*id all errors, heresy and schism 
and profaneness, and: resolves not to tolerate, much less allow 
any of these, in any part of his Majesty's dominions, but to 
oppose himself thereto, and to endeavour the extirpation there- 
of to the utmost of his power : so doth he as a Christian ex- 
hort, and as a king require, all such of his subjects as have 
sjood in opposition to the Solemn League and Covenant, and 
Work of Reformation, upon a pretence of kingly interest, or 
any other pretext whatsoever, to lay down their enmity against 
the cause and people of God, and to cease to prefer the in- 
terest cf man to the interest of God, which hath been cue of 
those things which hath occasioned many troubles — and, be- 
ing insist< d in, will be so far from establishing the King's 
throne, that it will prove an idol of jealousy to provoke — him 
who is King cf kings > and Lord of lords. The King shall al- 
ways esteem them best servants and most loyal subjects, who 
serve him and seek his greatness in a right line of subordina- 
tion tp Ccd, givfng untc G$d the things that are Gcd's, and unto 
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« Cesar the things that are Cesar's ; and resolveth not to love or 
4 'countenance any who have so little conscience and piety, as 

* 'to follow his interest with a prejudice to the gospel and the 

* kingdom of Jesus Christ, ^hich he looks not upon as a duty, 
« but as flattery, and driving of self-designs, under pretence of 
« retaining royal authority and greatness* 

* Given at our court at Dunfermline, Aug. 16, 1650, and 
« in the second year of our reign.* 

Now* who can compare these solemn oaths and protestations 
with this prinfce^ after conduct without horror, both on account 
of his wicked dissimulation and horrid perjury i It is alleged, 
that the necessity of his affairs forced him to these compliances* 
Bert surely he was one that had no sense of religion, in being 
Capable of mocking God in this manner. "When the Rev. Mr 
GtHespie put the pen in his hand, to subscribe the above declar- 
ation, he told him, * That, if he was not satisfied in his soul 
4 and conscience,' beyond all hesitation of the righteousness of 
1 the subscription^ he was so far from over- driving him to rut* 
4 fopon that for which he had no delight, that he obtested him, 
4 yea,* charged him in his Master's name, not to subscribe that 

* declaration, no not for the three kingdoms.' To which the 
King answered,* Mr Gillespie, Mr Gillespie, I am satisfied, 

< I am satisfied, and therefore will subscribe it.' The truth is, 
Charles could swallow any thing ; for notwithstanding the 
above declaration, measures were, at this time, concerting for 
bringing the enemies of the Covenant both into the army and 
judicatures, and to divide the Presbyterians among themselves. , 

We have seen how Cromwell invaded the country. A good 
army was raised against him under the command of Generat 
Lesly, but it was intirely routed by Cromwell at Dunbar on the 
third of September. The King was pleased at this defeat of 
his subjects ; for now he thought he would have an opportu- 
nity of accomplishing his design of getting the Hamiltonians and 
Malignants both into his 'armies and counsels. Clarendon had 
a strange remark upon this. « Never, says he> was victory ob- 
« tained with less lamentation j for a*r Cromwell had great ar- 

* gument of triumph, sa the King was glad of it, as the greatest 
« happiness that could befal him, in the loss of so strong a body 

< of his enemies.' So that, according to the noble historian, his 
Majesty looked upon his subjects as his enemies. 

As the King was well received by the Marquis of Argyle, so 
he professed, at this time, a great regard for his lordship, as ap- 
pears from the following letter and declaration under his own 
hand, which I cannot but insert, that the reader may see what 
regard his Majesty had afterward tq his royal promises and en- 
gagements. 
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TTAVING taken into my consideration the faithful endeav*- * 
■"■ ours of the Marquis of Argyle, for restoring me to my just 
« rights, and the happy settling of my dominions, I am desirous 

< to let the world see how sensible I ftn of his real respect to me, 
« by some particular marks of my favour to him* by which they 

< may see the trust and confidence which I repose in him •, and, 
« particularly, I do promise, that I will make him Duke of Ar- 

< gyle and knight of the garter, and one of the gentlemen of my 
« bed-chamber, and this to be performed when he shall it think 
« fit. And I do further promise hint to hearken to his counsels 
c — (worn out) — Whenever it shall please God to restore me 

< to my just rights in England, I shall see him paid the forty 

< thousand pounds sterling, which is due to him. All which f 
« do promise to make good upon the word of a King. 

St Johnstoun,, < CHARLES R/ 

24th Sept. 1660. 

We shall afterwards see how these fine things were per-* 
formed. 

"~ After the battle of Dunbar it was proposed that the restraints 
should be taken off, by which the malignants were hindered from 
serving his Majesty. This was at first refused 5 but the defeat 
at Hamilton, /ailing out in a little time, was made a new argu* 
ment for admitting of Malignants into the army, because, as was 
♦ aHeged, the present standing forces were not sufficient for the 
defence of the kingdom, unless all the fencible men, without 
distinction, were raised. The King therefore wrote from Perth, 
where the parliament then sat, to the moderator of the commis-^ 
$ion, desiring him to call a commission,^™ re nata y to give their 
judgment in this matter. The opposers of the resolutions al- 
leged, That many members had no notice, and that the time 
for meeting was so soon after the notice, that the members could 
not attend. • 

When a quorum of the commission was met at Perth, the 
parliament inauired, « What persons are to be admitted to rise 
« in arms, and to jo;n with the forces of the kingdom, and in 

* what capacity for defence thereof! against the armies of the 
c sectaries, who> contrary to the Solemn League and Covenant, 
« and treaties, have most unjustly invaded, and are destroying 

* the kingdom V 

The commission, on the 14th of December 1650, answered, 
.« In this case of so great and evident necessity, we cannot be a- 

< gainst raising all fencible persons in the land, and permitting 

< them to fight against this enemy, for the defence of the king- 
« dom, excepting such as are excommunicated, forfeited, noto* 
<* riously profane or flagitious \ or such as have been, from the 

* beginning, or continue still, and are at .this time, obstinate and 
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f professed enemies and opposers of the Covenant and cause erf 
« God. ,And for the capacity of acting, that the estates of par- 
* liament ought to have, *s we hope they wilVhave, special care 
« that, in this so general a concurrence of all the people of . the 

* kingdom, none be put in such trust and power, as may be pre- 

< judicial to the cause of God } and that such officers as are of 

< known integrity and affectiop to the cause, .and particularly 
€ such as hav$ suffered in our former armies, may be taken 

* special notice of.' * 

Upon this answer some of the most considerable malignants 
were employed in the army. Some of the general officers, and 
more than half the colonels, were of this stamp, and not a few 
of them had been with Montrose : but their proceedings were 
very offensive to many ministers and presbyteries, particularly 
those of Stirling and Aberdeen. The Rev. Mr James Guthrie 
and Mr. David Bennet, ministers at Stirling, in conjunction 
yriik the rest of that presbytery, wrote tome commission at 
their next meeting, declaring their dissatisfaction with their 
resolutions, which was likewise done by many other presby- 
- teries. These two ministers spoke their mind with freedom 
and plainness, and preached against tbe public resolutions, as 
involving the land in a conjunction ^ith the Malignant party. 

About the end of this year matters were brought to that pass, 
that a Considerable number of noblemen, geritlemen, and others, 
.was to rise and form themselves into an army under Middle- 
ton's command, and the King was to throw himself into their 
arms. Accordingly all of a sudden, he withdrew from St John- 
Stoun, and repaired to the place appointed. But not finding 
things to answer his expectation, he returned to St Johnsto'un, 
with Major-general Montgomery, whom the committee of estates 
bad sent after him. This was a plain proof that all his Majesty's 
compliances were insincere Middleton was excommunicated 
by the commission of the general assembly, and the sentence / 
*&& pronounced by .the Said Mr James Guthrie : however, the 
commission, at their next meeting, took it off. 

Meanwhile, on the 1st of January 1651, King Charles It. was 
crowned at Scoo$ ; the noble Marquis of Argyll put the crown 
upon his Majesty?* head. After an excellent and suitable ser- 
mon preached by- the Rev. Mr Douglas, from 2 Kings xi. 12, . 
17. the solemnity beg^n with the King's most solemn renew- 
ing, of the National and Solemn League and Covenant, in this 
manner. The King kneeled and lifted up his right-hand, be* 
fore the three estates of the kingdom, the commissoners of the 
general assembly, and all the congregation, and by his solemn 
oath, in presence of the almighty God, the searcher of hearts, 
he assured and declared his allowance of the National Covenant 
and Solemn League and Covenant, promising faithfully to 
prosecute the ends thereof, and to establish the same with *be 

vol. i. D 
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ptesbyterial government, and the whole work of God in ail the 
dominions. Then he was presented to the people, and the 
question was put, Whether they were .willing to have him for 
their King, and submit , to his authority? They expressed 
their willingness by saying, God save King Charles II. After 
this he took the coronation oath •,. and, when the sword was put 
into his hands, he was desired to receive the same for the defence 
of the faith of Jesus Christ, and of die true religion, according 
to the Covenants, and for the ministration of justice, &c. which 
he accepted accordingly. Just before the crown was set upon 
his head, the minister prayed. That the Lord would purge the 
crown from the sins and transgressions of them that did reign 
before him : that it might be a pure crovnl : that God would set 
the crown upon the King's head, &c* and then t}ie Marquis set 
the crown on his head. Upon this the nobleman came, one 
by one, and kneeling with their, hand touching the crown, 
swore by the eternal and almighty God, to be true and faithful 
subjects, according to the National Covenant and Solemn 
League and Covenant. Then the people's obligatory oath was. 
proclaimed, whereby they all swore, by the eternal and almighty 
God, who livetfy and reigneth for ever and ever, to be true and 
faithful to the King, according to the National and Solemn 
League and Covenant. Being after this installed an£ set upon 
the throne, the minister exhorted him to remember that his 
throne is the Lord's throne, 1 Chron. xxix. 2$. « And, being 
a covenanted King, he ought, under God, to rule for God; and 
especially that he made not the Lord's throne a throne of ini- 
quity to frame mischief by a law, even such mischievous laws 
as had been, enacted by his predecessors, destructive to religion, 
and greivous to the Lord's people. Then the nobles, being 
called one by one, and kneeling before the King on the throne, 
. and holding their hands between his hands, swore by the eter- 
nal and almighty God, who liveth and reigneth for ever and 
ever, to be true and faithful to the King, according to the 
National and Solemn League and Covenant. The solemnity 
was concluded with a solid and pertinent exhortation, both to 
the King and people, to keep the Covenant, , and beware of 
breaking it; and both King and nobles were certified that if 
the King, and they who were . engaged to support his crown, 
shall conspire together against the kingdom of Jesus Christ, 
both the supporters and supported should fall together. 

This was a very solemn action, and all the solemnities of k 
were so interwoven with the Covenants, that it must be ac- 
knowledged, that never King and people under the sun ctatld 
be more strictly bound to God, and to one another, than these 
were ; but his Majesty, notwithstanding all these oaths and de- 
clarations, still persisted in his design of getting She Malignant* 
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into the judicatures, as he had got them into the army, And, afc 
Mr James Guthrie and Mr David Bennet, preached openly arid 
faithfully against the public resolutions, so, in the month of 
February, the chancellor, by a letter, ordered them both to rev 

' pair to Perth, on the 19th, and to answer, before the King and 
the committee of estates, for the letter to the commission and 
their tloctrine. The tw<£ ministers, on account of the indisposi- 
tion of one of them, excused their appearing on thbt day, but 
promised to attend about the end of the week. Accordingly, 
on the 22d of February they appeared at Perth, but gave in a 
protestation, signifying, that though they paid all due regard to 
his Majesty's civil authority, yet they did not acknowledge his 
Majesty or their Lordships, as proper judges of their doctrine ; 
or of what concerned their ministerial calling * r that being the 
province of the judicatories of the church. This matter was 
put off for some days, till the King's return from Aberdeen, 
and In the mean time, the two ministers w£re* confined to Perth 

'and Dundee; whereupon, February 28th, they presented a se- 
cond paper, containing a protestation to the same purpose with 
the former, though in stronger terms, and supported by a great 
many excellent arguments. After these protestations the King 
and the committee of Estates thought proper to dismiss the two 
ministers, and to proceed no farther in this affair. However,' 
we shall find that Mr Guthrie's declining the King's authority 
at this time, in matters ecclesiastical, was made a principal arti- 
cle in his indictment fen years after this. J 
Mean while the commission of the assembly, finding their 
answer to the parliament's questions censured and condemned, 
published a warning, and a large answer to the letter from the 
presbytery of Stirling, in their own vindication. This occasion- 
ed many debates, especially as all ministers and preachers were, ^ 
by the commission, discharged to speak or write against these 
resolutions. And an act was made, ordaining presbyteries to 
proceed with the censures of the kirk, against those who should' 
oppose them \ and the copy of another act was transmitted to 
presbyteries^ ordaining those who opposed the resolutions to be 
cited to the next assembly at St Andrews: by which' means 
.many of these were prevented from, beiag members of the as- 
sembly. ■ m 
It is easy to see how agreeable this was to- his Majesty, who 

• notwithstanding his being a covenanted King, and swore to 

-maintain and promote Ptesbyteriai government, yet hated Pres- 
bytery, and would be glad of every thing that ' tended to its 
overthrow. Accordinglyy. while these things were a-doing, the 
gentlemen, who, by means of die former resolutions, had got 
into the army, next wanted to get into the judicatures, from" 
whiqh th;y were excluded by the act of classes. ln;ord*r^ 
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therefore,- to get this act rescinded, the king and parliament pro* 
posed the following question to the commission of the general 
assembly, « Whether or not it be sinful and unlawful, for the 
« more effectual prosecution of the public resolutions, for the 

< defence of die cause of the King and the kingdom,' to admit 

< such to be members of the committee of estates, who are now 

< debarred from the public trust, they being such as have3atis» 
« fied the kirk for thtf offence for which they were excluded, 

< and are since admitted to enter into covenant with us ?' 
The commission delaying their answer, on the 3d of April 

tfie moderator received a letter from the King and parliament, 
desiring the commission to meet at Perth on the I7tn, not only 
to give a positive answer to the last query, but their judgment 
and resolutions, if it be sinful and unlawful to repeal the act of 
classes ; and on the 23d they received another letter to the same 
purpose. 

To both which the commission, after some previous cautions, 
answered, « As for the Solemn League and Covenant, the so- 
lemn' acknowledgment and engagement, and former declara- 
tions emitted by this church, (which axe set down as grounds 
ia the narrative of the act of classes) we find they do not par* 
ticularly determine any definite measure of time, of excluding 
persons from places of trust for by-past offences, but only 
bind and oblige accordingly to punish offenders, as the degree 
of their offences shall require or deserve, or the supreme ju- 
dicatures of the kingdom, or others having power from them 
for that effect, shall judge convenient* to purge all judicatures 
and places of power and trust, and to endeavour that they 
may consist of, and be filled with such men as are of known 
good affection to the cause of G6d, and of a blameless Chris- 
tian conversation, (which is a moral duty commanded in the 
word of God, and of perpetual obligation) so that nothing, 
upon the account of those grounds, doth hinder but that per- 
sons, formerly debarred from places of power and trust for 
their offences, may be admitted to be Members of the com- 
mittee of estates, and die censures inflicted upo* them by the 
act of classes, may be taken off and rescinded, without sin, by 
the parliaments in whose power it is to lengthen or shorten 
the times of their censures, as they shall find just and neces- 
sary, providing they be men that have satisfied the kirk for 
their offences, have renewed and taken the Covenant, and be 
qualified for such places, according to the qualifications re- 
quired hi the wofd of Gdd, and expressed in the solemn ac- 
knowledgment and engagement, &c.' 
Upon this answer, the act of classes, in all its articles, was 
repealed; so that great numbers formerly excluded were brought 
into parliament, nominated. a$ members of the comrfrittee of 
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estates, and made capable of places of tnjst ; and in a little 
time the* bulk of the malignant party got the fnanagement of all 
into their own hands. 

ITiese resolution* and proceedings gave great offence to many 
godly and eminent ministers, and even to some presbyteries* 
As they who adhered to the resolutions, were called Resolution- 
frs, and Protestors so the opposers of them were called Anti-re* 
jtoJutioners. ' On the one hand it was said, that every govern* 
' meiit might call out al} that were lender its protection to its 

< defence. This seemed foundedjon the law of nature and na- 

* tions. And, if men had been misled, it was a strange cruelty 
f to deny room for repentance : this was. contrary to the nature 

* of God and to the gospel, and was a likely mean to drive them 
' to despair/ — But the Protesters objected, < That, to take men 

< of known enmity to thecause, was a sort of betraying jt, because 
c it was putting it in their power to betray it : that, to admit 
« them to a profession of repentance, was a profanation and a 

* mocking of God. It was visible they were willing to comply, 
« though against their conscience, only to get intq the army; nor 

< could they expect, a blessing from God on an atmy so consti- 
f tuted.'. And, says the bishop,, this mockfpenitence was indeed 
a matter of great scandaL And the following histojry will abun- 
dantly shew, that the protestors were not out in their sentiments : 
for these men afterwards did betray the. cause, and persecuted 
those, that maintained it. 

However, when the parliament met, they thought proper, in 
the month of June, to ratify all the preceding treaties, tran- 
sactions, engagements and actions concluded and enacted by 
the king, whereby the same did pass into a perpetual law* And 
it was expresly ^provided, his Majesty being present, « That in 
« all succeeding parliaments, every member, before they en- 
•f tered upon business, should §ign and subscribe the Coye- 
c nant, and without this the constitution of the parliament, sjnd 
c all they do, is declared void and null.' Thus the Covenant 
became at last a fundamental constitution pf the kingdom. Mx 
Wodrow says, that the acts of this parliament were not printed, 
{as indeed that- could scarce, in the then unsettled state of the 
kingdom, and especially of the court, be* obtained) but that, 
from persons then aKve, and several papers still extant, he was 
fully assured that such an act was made. 

The general assembly me| at St Andrews in July, when the 
Anti-resoliitioners protested against the lawfulness of the as- 
sembly. Three of the subscribers were, after citation, deposed, 
and one suspended, and the actings of the commission approved^ 

Soon after this, the king andhts army inarched into England, 
and on the 3d of September 1651, were totally routed at Wor- 
cester, his Majesty most narrowly escaping. By this blow his 
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affairs were 'reduced to such an extremity, that he found him* 
self, obliged to remove from the kingdom, which with difficulty 
he. accomplished, and retired to France. In the mean time, 
General Monk, whp was left in Scotland, quickly reduced that 
kingdom to the obedience of -the English republic. 

Soon after this, the just privileges of the church were infrin- 
ged and commissioners, chiefly of the Iqdependent persuasion, 
were s$nt into Scotland to visit the mnivet&ities, and to settle an 
unlimited toleration and liberty of conscience, inconsistent with 
their ecclesiastical constitution, and contrary to the Covenants. 
On the 26th of July 1652, a declaration was presented to the 
assembly in favour of the congregational discipline, and for li- 
jberty of conscience 5 but the faithful, members- (whom Mr Neal, 
in derision, calls the stubborn assembly men) instead of yielding 
to the declaration, gave in a protestation against it. When the 
assembly met at Edinburgh next summer, and were just enter- 
ing upon business, Lieutenant-colonel Cotterel went into the 
^church, and standing upon one" of the benches, told them that 
no ecclesiastical judicatures were to sit there, unless by authority 
of the parliament of England •, and, without giving them leave 
'to reply, he commanded them to retire, and conducted them 
out of the west-gate of the city with a troop of horse and a 
company of foot, and enjoined them not to dssemble any more 
'above three in a company. In like manner, on the 10th of 
April 1655, the synod of Perth and Stirling was no sooner met 
.'at Dumblaih, but it was dissolved, in a vloiept mariner, by open 
•force, (of which 1 have an account from ther/egi^tejrs transmitted 
to me by a reverend minister of that isynod 5) for one Liejutenant 
Belvin came with a hand of soldiers, and commanded them to 
dismiss, ^Hedging that he had orders from his superiors. . But 
though the synod desired to see them, yet he absolutely refused, 
and* upon their demurring and delaying to obey orders* the 
soldiers laid hands on them and thrust them violently out of 
the church. Thus were the liberies of the church invaded. 

Mean while the unhappy difference between the ResolutionerS 

and Protestors still went on, till at last, in the years 15515 and 

1656, conferences were agreed on for an union, and |he matter 

was Carried up to London before Oliver Cromwell, w^ho had u- 

surped the government, arid was declared protector, bufc without 

effect. However, both .Resolutioners and Protestors agreed in 

this, that they were enemies to the usurpation, and loyal to the 

king, though it was not yet" iri their power to contribute any 

thing to his restoration, which they ,smcerely wished for upon 

jproper terms. But as they had little reason for their zeal in 

behalf of his interest^ so they were ill rewarded for it, as. shall 

•jbe afterwards shewn. ' : . t f ' 

"* For, -when the king arrived in France, ie jmrpediately thircw 
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off the made of a Presbyterian, and never went once to the Pro- 
testant church at Charenton, though they invited him in the, 
most respectful manner ; but Lord Clarendon dissuaded him* 
because the Hugonots had not been hearty in his interest, and 
because it might look disrespectful to Ae old church of England. 
But the truth is, the court, not having a prospect of the king's 
restoration by the Presbyterians,, turned their eyes to the Roman 
Catholics, and many of the king's retinue changed their religion, - 
as appears by the legend* lignea t published about this time, with 
a list of .fifty-three new converts, among whom were several 
names in red capitals, not to mention the king himself, of whom 
Father Huddleston, his confessor, writes in his treatise, intitled, 
A short and plain way to the faith cfthe churchy published 1685, 
that he put it into the kings hand in his retirement \ and that, 
when his Majesty had read it, he declared he did not see how it 
could be answered. Bishop Burnet says, « Before King Charles 
1 left Paris, [which was in June 1654?,) he changed his religion, 
'but by whose persuasion is not yet known, only Cardinal de 
1 R,etz was in the secret, and Aubigny had a great hand in it. 
' Chancellor Hide had some suspicion of it, but would not suf- 
1 fer himself to believe it quite. Sir Allen Broderick, when on 
( his death-bed, sent Doctor gurnet an account of this matter, 
i which he believed was done in Fountainbleau before King 
1 Charles was sent to Colen.' And it is certain, says Mr Neal^ 
that he was reconciled to the church of Rome this year (1059) 
at th$ Pyrenean treaty concluded between France and Spain, 
whither he had repaired incognito to engage them in his interest. 
Here the King staid twenty days, in which time he, with the 
Earl of Bristol, and Sir H. Bennet, embraced the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion j so that this Covenanted King broke all his so- 
lemn engagements, ajid turned Papist before his restoration. 
However, his Majesty, rightly judging that it was not his in- 
terest to avouch what he had done, by making an open pro- 
fession of Popery, as his brother afterwards did, still pretended 
to be a Protestant himself, ^r$ *•# kav$ a leaf concert for the 
Protestant religion. 

. After Cromwell's death, which happened .September. % 1G58, 
things went pretty smooth;* till the King, updtn hfe return, de- 
clared his displeasure with -the opposers o£ the Resolutions, 
some of whorr* were among the first of the sufferers in the 
tragical periocf of which I ana to treat, 'while other honest Pres- 
byterians werq afterwards n;ade partakers .with them. 

Mean while England was embroiled in confusions* In April 
1659, Richard thsycnnig protector dissolved his parliament, 
and soon after; wa^s himself (pblige.4 *<* resign ; after which mat- 
ters took a new turn alrqpst every month, till at last the whole 
government was nonaged by a committe of safety, appointed by 
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the officers of the army ; so that the English nation became side 
of these changes, and Willing to prefer any government to the 
present anarchy. Many of the gentry, thetefctfe, frdm several 
parts, sent letters to General Monk, inviting him to march his 
army into England to obtain a free parliament 

Monk managed every thiiig in Scotland, apprehended aticl 
imprisoned the Earls Marshal, Montrose, Eglinton> Selkirk, 
Glencairn and London, Lord Montgomery, Lieutenant-general 
David Leslie, Viscount of Kenmure, Lord Lorn, Earl c|. Sea- 
forth, Sir James Lumsden, Colonel James Hay, Earl of : <KeHy, 
Major Livingston, and Earl of Rothes. Such of them as took 
the tender, and gave bond for their peaceable behaviour, were 
set at liberty. However, the general had a gt^at share in thfc 
restoration of die royal family, which was now approaching. 

In Scotland, the Rev.' Mr Robert Douglas was the first, say4 
my author, as far as he could find, who adventured to propose 
the King's restoration to General Monk. It is said he travelled 
incognito in England and in Scotland^ engaged considerate nunv- 
bers of noblemen and gentlemen in this project. 

On the 19th of October the general assembled all the officers 
of the army in Scotland, and engaged them by oath to submit 
to and serve the parliament, cashiered all he suspected, and ma- 
naged every thing according tp Jiis own mind, and then resolv- 
ed to march up with his army to England, ^nd restore the pri- 
vileges of parliament. Before he departed, he ordered the com- 
missioners of shires, magistrates of burghs, and many of the 
nobility, to meet him at Edinburgh. They assembled in the 
parliament- house, November 15, He told them that he was 
to march to England to re-establish the liberties of parliament, 
and recommend to them to maintain die peace, and suppress all 
risings and commotions during his absence. 

On the 22d he marched towards England, and when at Had- 
dington, received articles frpm the council in England. But 
these not pleasing him, he returned with his officers to Edin-' 
burgh. Mr* Douglas met him, and interceeded with him to at- 
tempt the restoration.' After consultation, he and his officers 
rejected the articles, as contrary to their principles, which were 
to be governed not by the sword, but by a parliament lawfully 
called, in the maintenance of which tfeey were engaged by oath. 
Accordingly he returned his answer on the 24th, and on the 2d 
of December he marched v*ith his army to Berwick, where he 
continued some time. On the &th he s*nt orders to the com- 
missioners of the shires for keeping the peace during his absence. 

About thisrtime P6rtsmouth and part x>f the fleet revolted, and 
declared for a ftee parliament, as 'did several detachments of the 
army, which made way for Monk's entering into England. The 
committee of skfety, seeing /all tilings ifc confusion, resigned 
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their tatllority, and restored the parliament, which met on the 
i6th December, and named a committee to govern the army m 
their name, and under &6ir direction. 

Monk entered England with hid army, January 2, 1650, ancll 
stfme days after received a letter from the speaker, thanking him 
fotf Ms kind intentions, and insinuating, that he might save him* 
self the trouble of cdming t6 London, since the parliament was 
in peaceable possession of their authority : but this did not in- 
terrupt 1 his march, since he designed a new, as well as a free 
parliament. » 

i While matters were thus carrying on for bringing about the 
Kutfg*s restoration, Mt David Dickson and Mr Robert Douglas, 
'm their letter to general Monk, dated January 10, 1660, sig- 
nified their entire confidence in him as to the affairs of Scotland 
and the necessity of one from them to be near his person, to put 
him in mind of what should be necessary, and to acquaint them 
with the state of things frofn time to time. Accordingly they 
desired his pass ibr Mr James Sharp : but, before the receipt of 
this, the general ordered Mr Auditor Thqmson to write from 
York to Mr Sharp, and, in his name, to desire him to under- 
take a winter-journey, and come to him, at London, with all 
speed j arid, on the 17th, wrote to Messrs. Dickson and Doug* 
las, assuring them, that the welfare of their church should be a 
great part of his tare and that he had sent a pass fqr Mr Sharp, 

When the general got to Harborough, commissioners came 
tp him from London, on the 23d, with an address to desire the 
&-admissioh of the jnembers secluded, 1646 5 and, as he continu- 
ed his march, he received many addresses of. the like nature : 
at last he entered the city of London, in a sort of triumph, on 
the 3d of February, 1770- After he had given orders for quar- 
tering his troops, ne repaired to the council of state, but was re- 
fused admittance till he had taken the oath of abjuration, re- 
nouncing the King's title to the crown, and engaging to be faith- 
ful to the parliament and commonwealth. 

On the 6th of February he went to the parliament, where, 
by the mouth of the speaker, he revenged the thanks of the 
House for his many services* He returned the compliment, 
and told them, among other things, that as he marched from 
Scotland, several applications had been made to him for a free 
and full parliament, and that they would determine the time 
of their sitting, and likewise for the admittance of the members 
secluded before the year 1648, without any previous oath or 
engagement.. And proceeded *he general, < I must say, with 
« pardon of you, that the less oaths and engagements are im- 
f posed (with respect had to the security of the common cause) 
f your settlement will be the sooner attained to.* And, after 
lie had recomepdcd the case of Ireland he proceeds, c As fdi? 
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•Scotland, I must say, the people of that nation deserve to be 

* cherished : and I believe your late declaration will much glad 

< their spirits * for nothing was to them more dreadful than a 
•fear of being over run with fanatic notions/ 

The same day that Monk was conducted to the parliaments 
several ministers met at Edinburgh, and agreed to send up Mr 
Sharp to take care of the affairs *>f the church of Scotland* 
His instructions were these : 

1. * You are to use your utmost endeavours, that the kirk of 

< Scotland may, without interruption or encroachment, enjoy 
« the freedom and privileges of her established judicatures, 

< ratified by the, laws of the land, 2. "Whereas, by the late 

* toleration,- which is established, a door is opened to very 
« many gross errors and loose practices in this church, you 
« shall therefore use all lawful and prudent means to represent 

* the sinfulness am} offensiveness thereof, $hat it may be time- 
« ously remedied. 3. You are to represent fhe prejudice the 
« church doth suffer by the intervening of the vaking stipends, 
« which by law wer$ dedicated to pious uses, and seriously en- 

< deavour, that hereafter vaking stipends, may be intromitted 
« with by presbyteries, and such as shall be waranted by themj 
« and no others, to be dispose^ of and applied to pious uses, ac- 
« cording to the 20th act of the parliament^ 6^4*. 4. Ypu are 

« to endeavour that . ministers, lawfully called and admitted by » 
« presbyteries to the ministry, may have the benefit of the 39th 
« act of parliament, intitled, Act anent abolishing patronages, 
« for obtaining summarily, upon &e act of their admission, de- 
f crcet and letters conform, and other executorial, to the effect 

* they may get the right and possession of their stipends, and 
« other benefits, without any other address pr trouble. Jf yoq 
« find that there will be any commission appointed in this na* 
« tion, for settling and augmenting of ministers stipends, then 

< you are £0 use your utmost endeavours to have faithful men, 
« well affected to the interests of Christ and his phurch, em? 
V ployed jherein.' These instructions, directed tp Mr James 
Sharp, were subscribed by Messrs David Dickson, Roberj 
Douglas, James Wood, John Smith, Qeprge, Hutchison and 
Andrew Ker. On the J§th, Mr Sharp arrived at London, met 
with a kind reception frpm Mr Manton, and had immediate ac- 
cess, to the general, who, recommen^pd him to Sir Anthony 
Aslily Cowper and Mr Weaver, two members of parliament 
But instead of fallowing the instructions he received from hi§ 
constituents, he treacherously betray e$ that very cause he was 
sent to promote. 

On the 21 st of February Mpnk repaired to Whitehall, at T 
tended by the secluded members, who were mostly Pre 4>y- 
^erians, having miidc them previously to subscribe tljesf &W 
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articles, 1. To settle the conduct of the armies, so as might 
best secure the peace of the commonwealth. 2. To provide 
for the support of the forces by sea and land, and money for 
their arrears, and the other contingencies of the government. 
S. To constitute a council of state for the civil government of 
Scotland and Ireland ; and to issue out writs for the summon- . 
ing a parliament to meet at Westminster on the 25th of ApriL 
And, 4?. To consent to their own dissolution, by a fime that 
should be limited to them. But all this while the better to dis- 
guise his real design, still professed himself to be against the re, 
s tor at ion. t 

When the secluded members took their place in .the house* 
they were superior in number to the rump, and so carried al* 
before them. They annulled the engagement of 1649, — re- 
pealed the oath of abjuration of Charles Stuart, — ordered the , 
Earls of Crawford and Lauderdale to be set at liberty, — agreed 
to a bill, March the 2d, for the approbation of public ministers, 
and named Mr Mauton, and several others of the Presbyterian 
persuasion for that service, which passed into an act March the 
1 4th They declared for the assembly's Confession of Faith, re- 
serving the 30th and 31st chapters for farther consideration, de- 
claring it to be the public Confession of Faith of the church of 
England \ and the same day ordered the Solemn League and Co- 
venant to be reprinted, and set up in every church in England, 
and read publicly by the minister once every year. And thus 
the re-establishment of presbytery, with the Solemn League and 
-Covenant, was judged necessary for bringing in the King: 
After this the long parliament passed an act for their N own dis- 
solution, and for the calling a new parliament to meet the 25th 
of April 5 the candidates for which were to declare, under their 
hands, « That the war against the late King was just and lawful, 
« and that all who had assisted in any war against the par- 
liament, since January 1, 1641, they and their sons were 
« made incapable of being elected, unless they had since mani- 
« fested their good affection to the parliament.' Then they ap- 
pointed a new council of state, to take care of the government, 
and on the 16th of March dissolved themselves, after they had 
sat, with sundry intermissions, nineteen years, four months, 
and thirteen days. 

All this time Sharp kept up his correspondence with Mr Dou- 
glas, and acquaintedhim with occurences of the times, still pro- 
fessing a zealous concern for the interest of presbytery, and for 
the covenants. In his letter of the 4th of March he named five, 
whom he called warping brethren^ and no friends to the co- 
venant-interest, and that the great fear is, that the King witjl 
Come v jn, and that with.h;m moderate Episcopacy, at tljc lcast^ 
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will tale place in England. But the Rev. Mr Douglas, in his 
letter to Sharp of the 15th, say^, among other things, c We 
« know by experience that moderate Episcopacy (what can it 
« be otherwise than bishops with cautions ?) is the next 
« step to Episcopal tyranny, whioh will appear very soon above 
* board, if that ground once be laid,' &c. But though Mr 
Douglas insisted that commissoners should be sent from Scot- 
land, yet Sharp in his answer, declared, that this would be 
neither for their reputation nor advantage ; and in another 
letter after this* he says, c I continue in my opinion, that Scot- 
Viand should make no application till the King come in.* Thus 
Sharp managed affairs. 

The elections for the new parliament, or rather convention, 
went generally in favour of the Royalists j and Mr Neal says, 
that in some places men were chosen who had no religion at 
all. They sat do\«rn on the 25th of April, and appointed the 
50th to be observed as a fast. And the next day the King's de- 
claration from Breda Was read in the house, granting a gene- 
ral pardon to all his subjects who should lay hold on it within 
forty days, except such as should be accepted by parliarrfent> 
and declaring a liberty to tender consciences, and that no man 
shall be disquieted or called in question, for differences of opin- 
ion in matters in religion which do not disturb the peace of the 
kingdom, Immediately aft£r reading this declaration, the com- 
mons voted, that, according to the ancient constitution, the 
, government of this kingdom is, and oqght to be, by king, lords, 
and commons; that the king of Scotland is king of England, 
&c. And a committee was appointed to draw up a dutiful 
letter inviting his Majesty to return to his dominions ; and a 
deputation of lords and commons was sent to convoy him home. 
Thus the king was invited back in a hurry, without any terms. 

IJad the Presbyterians in England exerted themselves, as they 
mig^t on this occasion, in all probability the miseries, that after- 
wards came upon themselves and the whole nation, had been 
prevented. They had beqn kept under since 1648, and being 
by this time weary of the Independents, and watchful to keep 
all republicans out of the parliament, they secretly courted the 
Episcopalians, Says Mr l^eal, who dispersed papers among the 
people, protesting their resolutions to forget all past injuries, 
and to bury all rancor, rrialice, and animosities. In short, they 
put that confidence in them, which afterwards turned out to 
their own unspeakable disadvantage ; nay the majority of them 
declared themselves satisfied to yield to a moderate Episcopacy, 
according to the plan of Archbishop Usher ; but the church of 
Scotland stood to their principles. 

In April and May the provincial synods .met, and and there 
appeared a very good disposition towards making up the differ^ 
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ences between the Resolutioners and Protestors, had not Mr 
Sharp, by his letters from Londbn, diverted this upon the King** . 
return, and put him and the managers about him upon begin- 
ning the persecution, with jtf&cfeing this Retro>nsjrators or 
Anti-resolutioners. For this vile apostate had a private pique 
against the ReY. Mr Samuel Rutherford, Mr James Guthrie, 
Lord Warristoun, and others of the protestors, and therefore 
put the' government upon those measures we shall afterwards re* 
late, by which all attempts fof a reconciliation were rendered 
abortive, till both were thrown into the furnace together. Sharp 
was joined in this by those noblemen who could not bear the 
scriptural strictness of the Presbyterian discipline and govern- 
ment. 

The synced of Lothian sat down pn the 1st of May, wh«i 
Mr Douglas preached an excellent sermon from 2 Cor. iv. 1. 
where he bore an excellent testimony against Prelacy, and warn* 
ed his brethren against moderate Episcopacy ; for, says he, 

< Tis a pl$nt which God never planted, and the ladder whereby 

< Antichrist mounted his throne ;' and farther observes, that 
kingly government in the state, and presbyterbn in the church, 
are the greatest curbs to profaneness ; and so confuted that 
foolish proposition, No Bishop, No King. H$ likewise bore 
his testimony against sectarianism, which he compared ta 
quick-sands on the shore, which swallow up people before they 
are aware. 

The King was proclamed at London on the 4th of May, and 
at Edinburgh on the Hth. Many at this time went to com- 
pliment his Majesty : among others Sharp was sent, of whom 
Dr Burnet writes thus : * He carried with him a letter from the 
« eari of Glencairn to Hyde, made soon after earlpf Clarendon, 

< recommending him as the only person capable to manage thus 

< design of setting a Episcopacy in Scotland : upon which he 

< was received into great Confidence. Yet, as he had observed 
* very carefully the success of Monk's solemn protestations 

< against the King, and for a commonwealth, it seems he was 
« so pleased with the original, that he resolved to copy after it, 

< without letting himself be diverted from it by scruples : for he 

< stuck neither at solemn protestations, both by word of mouth 
« and by letters, (of which there are a multitude in Mr Wodrow*i 
« introduction) nor at appeals to God of his sincerity in acting 
c for presbytery, both in prayers and on other occasions, join- 

< ing with these many dreadful imprecations on himself if he 
« did prevaricate. He wasall the while maintained by thepresW- 
« terian3, as their agent, and continued to give them a constant 
' account of his negotiations in their service, while he wa$ in* 
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« deed un4ermining it» This piece of craft was so visible, he 

< having repeated his protestations to as many persons as then 
« grew jealous of him, that when he threw off the mask, about 
« a year after this, it laid a foundation of such a character of 
€ him, that nothing could ever bring people to any tolerable 
' thoughts of a man whose dissimulation and treachery were so 
4 well known, and of which so many proofs were to be seen 

< under his own hand. 

The king landed at Dover, May 26th, and on Tuesday the 
:29th rode in triumph with his two brothers through the city of 
JLondon to Whitehall, amidst the acclamations of an innumer- 
able croud of spectators. As he passed along, the London mi- 
nisters in their 'places attended him with all demonstrations of 
joy, and by the hands of old Mr Arthur Jackson presented his 
Majesty with a rich embossed Bible, which he was pleased to 
-receive, and to declare it his resolution to make that book the 
rule of his conduct. Thus was his Majesty restored j and we. 
shall relate that he kept this last resolution in the same manner 
rthat he observed all his other engagements. 

^distract of the protest referred to, p* 33, of the foregoing Intro* 
\ duction. 

A FTER apologizing for this step, they say, — to your hon- 
-**- ours is our exhortation, that ye would endeavour — to ad- 
vance the building of the house of God, reserving always into 
the Lord's own hand that glory which he will communicate 
neither with man or angel, to wit, To proscribe from his holy 
inountain, a lively partem, according to which his own taber- 
nacle should be builded ; remembering always, that there is no 
absolute — authority in this world, except the sovereign authority 
of Christ, — to whom it belongeth as properly to rule the church 
according to the good pleasure of his own will, as — to save her 
,iy the merit of his own sufferings : all other authority is so in- 
r trenched within the marches of divine commandment, that the 
least overpassing of tne bounds set by God himself, bringeth 
,jnen under the fearful expectation of temporal and eternal 

-judgments. — 

Next, remember that God hath set you to be nursing fathers 
of the church, craving — ye would advance — that church which 
he hath fashioned — but not that ye should pre sume to fashion— 
.a new portraiture of a church, and a new form of divine service, 

, ^ which God in his word hath not before allowed, — as, namel?, 
the estate of bi:hops — thereby ye should bring in — the ordi- 
nance of itian — which theexperience of former ages hath shewed, 
to be the ground of idleness — pride — tyranny, and — ambition in 
the church of God \ and, finally to have been ths ground* of 
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that antichristian hierarchy which mounted up on the steps of 
pre-eminence of bishops, until that man of sin came forth as 
the first ripe fruits of man's wisdom, whom God shall consume 
with the breath of his own mouth.-. 

Above all things, my lords," beware to strive against God 
with an open and displayed banner, by building" up again the 
walls of Jericho, which the Lord hath not only cast down— but 
laid them under an— execration 5 so that the building of them 
again must needs stand to greater charges to the builders, than 
the re-edifying of Jericho to Hiel the Bethelite-^— for he had 
nothing but the interdiction of Joshua— but the states ' of this 
realm have the reverence of the oath God, made by themselves* 
and subscribed with there\)wn hands — to hold them back from 
setting up the dominion of bishops. — This pre-eminence of bis- 
hops is that Dagon which once already fell before the atk of 
God in this land, and no band of iron shall be able to hold him 
up again — the institution of Christ was anterior thereto— and 
shall stand within the house of God, when this new fashion of 
altar shall go to the door — Remember, my lords,, that in times 
past your authority was for Christ— God forbid that ye should 
now leave off, and fall away from your former reverence born 
to Christ, in presuming to lead him whom the Father hath ap^ 
pointed to be leader of you j and far less to trail the holy or- 
dinances of Christ, by the cords of>your authority, at the heels 
of the ordinances of men. — And albeit your honours have no 
such intention, — yet remember that spiritual darkness, flowing 
from a very small beginning, doth so insinuate itself into the 
house of God, as men can hardly discern by what secret means 
t\\e light is dimmed ; and darkness creeping in gets the upper 
hand, and, in the end, at unawares, all is involved - within a 
misty cloud of horrible apostacy. 
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CHAP I. 

-Of the apprehending of the Marquis of Argyle ; the; proceedings of , 
the Committee of Estates ; the supplication of the minister s> and 
their imprisonment y and the sufferings of others , to the end of the 
year 1£60. 

XKT HEN king Charles II. was restored on the 29th of May 
V* 1660, never any prince came to the possession of such 
large dominions with greater advantages to have done good 
to himself, to his subjects at home, and to his allies abroad : 
but he was no sooner placed on the throne, than, through the 
influence of evil counsel, and his own effeminate and vicious 
disposition, he abandoned himself to all manner of voluptuous 
pleasures, and in a little time became a persecutor of those very 
persons to whom he was obliged for being placed on the throne 
of his ancestors. 

The English presbyterians were not long before they felt the 
dismal effects of their appearance for a monarch who had no 
sense of gratitude for their kind services, nor any regard to fyis 
most solemn oaths and engagements. And rhe church of Scot- 
land, to whom he was so much indebted, and for the support 
and establishment whereof he had entered into covenant, was, 
in a little time, made to feel the direful consequences of royal 
dissimulation and perjury, though she had an undoubted claim 
to all manner of favour and protection. 

On the 1 9th of June a thanksgiving was observed at Edin - 
burgh, for the king's restoration, which began with seeming de- 
votion, and ended in open impiety. When the sermons were 
over, the city magistrates and < council, preceded by hi« ma- 

vol. i. E ' 
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jesty's heralds and trumpeters, and different kinds of music, and 
attended with the officers *of state, a multitude of nobility and 
gentry, judges and others, went in procession to the cross, where, 
a large theatre being erected for that purpose, and a table co- 
vered, they drank to the health of the day with the utmost pomp 
and levity possible, the trumpets sounded, the bells rung> the 
guards fired, the very cross run with wine, and all manner of 
demonstrations of joy were shewed ; from thence they repaired 
to the town hall and chief inns in the city, where the evening 
was spent as if it had a great sacrifice to Bacchus ; a direful 
presage of the woeful days a-coming, and a literal verification 
of that saying of the wisest of mere men, Even in laughter the 
heart- is sorrowful \ and the end of that mirth is heaviness. 

Soon after the king's return, the noble Marquis of Argyle was 
very much solicited to repair to court ; and no doubt he ^ras 
himself inclined to wait on a prince on whose head he had 
placed the crown. But several of his best friends, and particu- 
larly Mr Robert Douglas used many arguments to divert him 
from his purpose, till matters wete come to some settlement* 
especially as his enemies at London had been at pains to raise ca- 
lumnies on his Lordship's person and conduct. However, Ar- 
gyle being persuaded that he was able to vindicate himself from 
all aspersions, was he only admitted to his majesty's presence^ 
set out for London, where he arrived on the 8th of July, and 
went directly to Whitehall. 

When the king heard of his being come thither, he, notwith- 
standing his former promises, ordered Sir William Fleming to 
apprehend and carry him directly to the Tower, where he con- 
tinued under close confinement till he was sent to Scotland. 
This noble peer was one of the chief erf the covenanters, and 
had been singularly active in the reformation of his country fronv 
the insupportable yoke of Prelacy. 

From the To^er he was conveyed in a man of war to Scot* 
land, to be tried by the parliament. They landed at Leith on 
the 20th of December, and he was committed to Edinburgh 
castle the same day. 

Sir John Swinton, one of the judges under Cromwell, who, 
from being a zealous professor of the Reformation, turned 
Quaker, and had been apprehended in a Quaker's house in Lon- 
don, was sent down to Scotland with the Marquis. . 

While these things were a-doing, on the J 4*h of July orders 
came down to Major-general Morgan to secure Sir James 
Stewart, provost of Edinburgh, Sir Archibald Johnstoun of 
Waristoun, and Sir John Chiefly of Carswell, who protetftd 
against the death of King Charles I. and was knighted in the 
Isle of Wight; The first and last were seized, but Waristoun 
escaped for some time. And therefore he was summoned by 
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sound of trumpet to surrender himself, and the general issued 
a proclamation for apprehending hihi, promising 100 pounds 
Scots to any who should do it, and discharging all from con- 
cealing or harbouring him under the pain of treason. This was 
the first arbitrary step j for here is not only a reward offered 
by a general for apprehending a worthy gentleman, but de- 
claring it treason for any to harbour him, and that without any 
cause assigned. 

On the 26th of July, one William Giffen, or Govan, was 
apprehended and committed to the castle of Ediiiburgh v upon a 
false information, that he had been on the scaffold when King 
Charles I. was beheaded. 

About this time his Majesty settled the ministry in Scotland. 
The Earl of Middleton was declared his commissioner for hold- 
ing the parliament, and general of the forces that were to be 
raised. The Earl of Glencairn was made chancellor, the Earl 
of Lauderdale secretary of state, the Earl of Rothes president 
of the council ; the Earl of Crawford was continued in the 
treasury, and Primrose was clerk register. The rest depended 
on these : but Middleton and Lauderdale were two heads of 
tfce parties. Dr Burnet farther says, that Middleton had a 
private instructions, to try the inclinations of the nation for epis- 
^copacy,!tnd to consider of the best method for setting it up. 
if this be true, we may see what regard this prince had for the 
solemn engagements he had entered into. 

. How soon as the king had leasure to consider the state of 
Scotland, he issued a proclamation, dated at Whitehall the 2d 
of August, for the committee of estates, nominated by him and 
thepariiarnent'1651, to meet , at Edinburgh the 23d of that 
month, for managing the affairs of the kingdom till the .parlia- 
ment should meet. 

All the members of thi& committee had appeared hearty pro- 
fessors of the true religion, and concurred with the king in tak- 
ing the National Covenant and Solemn league and Covenant, 
and some of them had advised him to make that remarkable de- 
claration at Dunfermline in August 1650. So that every one 
inight have expected some good from their administration ; biit 
their little finger became heavier than the loins of all the for- 
mer oppressors, of which they gave a specimen on the very first 
day of their meeting* 

Thus, upon the 25d of August, Messrs James Guthrie at 
Stirling, John Stirling and Robert Trail at Edinburgh, Alex- 
ander Moncrief at Scoon, John Semple at Carsphairn, Thomas 
Ramsay at Mordingtoun, John Scot at Oxnam, Gilbert Hall 
at Kirkliston, John Murray at Mediven, and George Nairn at 
Bruntisiand, ministers, together with Mr Andrew Hay of Craig- 
nathan, and James Kirko of Sundiwell, elders, assembled at a 
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private house in Edinburgh, to draw up an humble address and 
supplication to the king. 

The occasion of their meeting was this : The opposere of the* 
public resolutions, justly suspecting the designs now hatching 
against the church, and the conduct of Mr Sharp at London* 
applied to the public resdutioners either to concur with thenf 
in a dutiful address to his majesty, at such a conjuncture ate 1 
this, or address him themselves : But they, confiding too much) 
in Mr Sharp, would not comply with either of these; and there- 
fore th£se faithful men found themselves obliged to do some- 
thing in such a crisis. Accordingly they met, and drew up a^ 
humble, supplication and address, wherein they declared, « how 4 
« hateful the actings of the late usurping powers were to them, 
( in offering violence to the parliament of England, in murdcfo- 
« ing the late king, hr secluding his majesty from his govern- 
' ment, bfc. and above afy in thehr impious! encroachments up- 

< on the kingdom and liberties of Jesus Christ — how thankfully 

* they acknowledged thg Lord's signal preserving his majesty** 
c person,— and in bringing him back after a long exile. — How it 
( was there sincere purpose and resolution, as it was their pre- 
*;sent practice, to pout forth thfcir fervent desires and supptf- 
€ cations for his majesty, hoping, that he would allow them 

* that protection, countenance and encouragement, which they . 

* had reason to expect from a gracious king.— What dangers. 
. * threatened religion, and the work of reformation in these king- 

* doms, from the designs and endeavours of the remnant of 
4 the popish, prelatieal, and malignant party therein, — to re-in- 
' troduce prelacy, the ceremonies and die service-bpok, which 
' were formerly cast out as inconsistent With that pure and 
' spotless rule of chtirch*government, discipline and worship in 
4 the word of God,— and from the endeavours of the spirit of 

* error, that possesseth the sectaries in these nations,— and 
' therefore, with bowed knees and bended affections, they hum- 

* bly supplicate his majesty, to employ his royal power, tor the 

* preservation of the reformed religion, in the church of Scot- 

* land, in doctrine, worship, discipline, and government, and 

* for the reformation of religion in the kingdoms of England 

< and Ireland— and that all places of trust under his majesty 
« might be filled wkh such as have taken the Covenant, and 
' are of approven integrity and known affection to the cause o£ 

* God, — and that his majesty would be pleased, for removing 
' the beginnings of stumbling that had already been given, to 

* remove the ceremonies and service-book from his own chapel 

* and family, and other places of his dominions, and give public 
« signification of his approbation of the Covenant, and of his 

* purpose to adhere unto the same, which they put him in mind 

< he had formerly done in a most solemn manner, — for it was 
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? llie desire of their sou], that his majesty may he like unto Da* 
f irid, a man according to God's own h£art ; to Solomon, of an 
f understanding heart to judge the Lord's peopte,' &e. 

This is that which Bishop Burnet calls a warm paptr, in 
which, after some cold compliments to the king upon his re* 
iteration, they put him in mind of the Covenant, &V, But the 
reader may judge whether they could well use sincere expres- 
sions of loyalty. Did they put him in mind of any thing but 
what all honest and faithful subjects ought to have done. Had 
not his Majesty sworn to every thing, which, in the most re- 
spectful manner, they desired ? Was there any thing treasonable 
like a seditious reflecting on his majesty, or on the government 
of the kingdom of England, or the constitution of the present 
committee of estates ? 

The Earl of Gleacairn the chancellor, and others, being in- 
formed of that meeting, sent some persons to apprehend those 
who ware met together. They who were sent came upon them 
when the scrolls and other papers were before them. These 
papers were no other than the first draughts of letters to some 
brethren, desiring another meeting at Glasgow, in September, 
about the supplication, with instructions to some of their num- 
ber, when they went west with a copy of the supplication, that 
it might be considered by the synod of Glasgow, in order to 
their joining wkh them in it, if they judged it needful. 

When the unfinished scrolls and supplication were read be- 
fore the committee, they were directly sent to court, and alj 
who had been present at the meeting, except Mr Hay of Craig- 
methan, who happily escaped, were committed to the castle of 
Edinburgh, without ever calling the ministers before them, Qr 
hearing what they had to say in their own. defence. So great 
injustice exercised towards those who were manifesting their 
love and respect to their prince, by putting him in mind of his 
most sacred engagements, and of the duty he owed both to God 
and his subjects, justly alarmed all the faithful in the land, es- 
pecially the congregations who are now rendered desolate. 

Next day the committee of estates published a proclamation 
against all unlawful and unwarrantable meetings and conventi- 
cles, without his majesty's special authority, and against all se- 
ditious petitions and remonstrances, under what pretext soever. 
But can the reader imagine that it was unlawful for a small 
number of ministers to meet in a private room, when their only 
design was to congratulate his majesty upon his being restored 
to the throne of his ancestors, and put him in mind of his duty ? 
Or that it was a seditious petition and remonstrance, to intreat 
the king to observe his coronation-oath, when many used all 
their interest to get him to act a part inconsistent with what he 
had sworn in the presence of God. 
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The ministers under confinement agreed upon a petition, and 
sent it t# the committee •, but the Chancellor insisted that they 
should acknowledge their fault in meeting upon the design they 
$lid. This they could not in conscience comply with, notwith- 
standing the advocate, who had taken the tender, and thereby re*- 
riounced all allegiance to the kipg, when many of them were suf- 
fering for their loyalty, threatened to found a process of treason 
upon the supplication. And therefore they continued a consi- 
derable time -in prison ; at Jast several of them were let out of 
the castle, and confined to their lodgings in Edinburgh, till the 
sitting of the parliament, wheu they were all liberated except 
^Mr Guthrie, who reipain<ed in prison till a glorious rnartyrdom 
set him free. 

During the proceedings of the committee, that vile apostate 
Sharp arrived at Edinburgh on the last of August* and the rxext 
day delivered the following letter from his majesty, directed to 
JMr Robert Douglas, to be communicated to die presbytery of 
pdinburgfe. 

CHARLES R. 
« npRUSTY and well-beloved, we greet you well. By the 
« -*- letter you sent us with this bearer Mr James Sharp, and 
f by the account he gave of the state of our church there, 

* we have received full information of your sense of our suf- 
i « ferings, and of your constant affection and loyalty to our per- 

« son and authority : arid therefore we will detain htm here na 
« longer, of whose good services we are very sensible, nor will 

* we delay to let yuu knpw by hirn our gracious acceptance of 
« your address, and how well we are satisfied with your carl 
« riages,' and with the generality of the ministers of the church 

< of Scotland, in this time of trial, whilst some, under specious 
« pretences, sweryed from that duty and allegiance they owed 
« to us. And because such, who, by the countenance of usur- 
« pers, have disturbed the pe&qe of that our church, may also 

* labour to create jealousies in the minds of well-meaning peo^ 

* pie, we have thought St, by this, to assure you, that, by the 
« grace of God, we resolve to discountenance profanity, and all 
« contemners and opposers of the ordinances of the gospel. 
« We do also resolve to protect and preserve the government o£ 

< the church of Scotland, as it is settled by law, without viola- 
« tion ; and to countenance, in the due exercise of their func- 
« tions, all such ministers who shall behave themselves dutifully 
« and peaceably, as becomes men of their calling. We willal- 
« so take care that the authority and acts of the general assem^- 

* bly at St Andrews and Dundee 1651, be owned and stand in 
« force, until we shall call another general assembly, (which we 
« purpose to do as soon as our affairs will permit) and we do hv 
c tend to ^end for Mr Robert Douglas* and some other mini- 
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sters, that we may speak with them \n what may farther con- 
cern the affairs of that church. And as we are very well sa- 
tisfied with your resolution not to meddle without your sphere, . 
so we do expect that church -judicatures in Scotland, and mi- 
nisters there, will keep within the compass of their station, 
meddling only with matters ecclesiastic, and promoting our 
authority and interests with our subjects against all opposes: 
and that they will take special notice of such, who, by preach- 
ing, or private conventicles, or any other way,. transgress* the 
limits of their calling, by endeavouring to corrupt the people, 
or sow seeds of disaffection to us or our government. l This 
you shall make known to the several presbyteries within that 
our kingdom : and as we do give assurance of our favour and 
encouragement to you, and to all honest deserving ministers 
there, so we earnestly recommend it to you, that you be ear- 
nest in your prayers, public and private, to almighty God, 
who is our rock and our deliverer, both for us and for our 
government, that we may have fresh and constant supplies of 
his grace, and the right improvement of all his mercies ancj. 
deliverances, %p the honour of his great name, and tl>e peace, 
safety, and benefit of all our kingdoms. And so we bid you 
heartily farewell. Given at our court at Whitehall, the lOti) 
of August, 1,660, and of our reign the twelfth year. 

* By his majesty's special command, 

LAUDERDALE/ 

This letter seems to have been penned by Sharp; and, though 
calculated to lull- all asleep till matters were ripe for a thorough 
change, yet there is in it an innuendo, as if some of the mi- 
nisters had deviated from their duty : howbeit, none of them 
had taken the tender, nor complied with the measures laid 
down by Cromwell, as Sharp did. The reader will likewise 
observe, that this covenanted king took care not to mention one 
word of the covenants, but only promised to protect the go- « 
vernment of the church of Scotland, as it is settled by law. 
And as for his calling an assembly, if it was intended, we are 
sure it was never performed. However, the presbytery of Edin- 
burgh sent a loyal answer to tjie king's ietjter, wuh anotjier to 
Lauderdale* But to return to rhe proceedings of . the commit^' -\ 
tee. , • ' ' " \ •" ':■ ■ '' \ '\\,. *.;; 

When his majesty's letter came down, it rather increased, 
than lessened the committee's proceedings against gentlemen 
and ministers. The brethren for the public resolutions made 
too much of it •, and those who opposed these resolutions were 
looked upon a% enemies to the king, arid therefore many of them 
were harrassed and imprisoned. 

Thus, on the 14rthof September, John Graham provost of 
m Glasgow, and John Sprcul ; tcwn~clcrk there, were impmoned,by 
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their order in the tolbooth of Edinburgh, because they were 
reckoned to favour the remonstrance. The next ,day, Mr Pa- 
trick Gillespie principal of the college of Glasgow, was mad^ 
prisoner in the castle of Edinburgh, and afterwards sent to Stir* 
ling castle, where he continued till the parliament sat down. 
Mr William Wisheart and Mr Robert Row were confined to 
their chambers at Edinburgh, and within a few days Mr "Vyi- 
sheart and provost Jaffiray were imprisoned in Edinburgh jail j 
about the same time the Rev. Mr James Guthrie was sent from 
Edinburgh castle to Stirling, wnere he continued till near thfc 
time of his trial. 

On the 19th of September a proclamation was published 
against two noted books, viz. Mr Rutherford's Lex Jiex, and 
the Causes of God's Wrath, as if they contained many things in- 

i'urious to the king, and laid the foundation and speds of rebel- 
ion. But the truth is, the principles maintained in the first 
were never yet disproved, and the facts in the other were di- 
rectly contrary to the measures now pursued 5 and therefore 
they were called, in and burnt at Edinburgh by the common 
hangman. , 

Next day a proclamation was issued against all whom . the 
committee were pleased to call remonstrants, and their ad- 
herents : by this the most zealous of the ministers were laid 
open to persecution, and many gentlemen of the best estates 
and greatest interest in the nation, who appeared for the Refor- 
mation since the year 1637, and had given the greatest evidences 
of concern for the royal family, were now struck at, with a view 
to model the elections for the ensuing parliament to the mind^ 
of the court. Accordingly some were summoned before the 
committee, and others confined, that their influence upon elec- 
tions might be prevented. And if they had any tolerable in* 
formation against them, with respect to their compliances in 
the time of the usurpation, or their inclination to the remon- 
strance and protestation, they were to sign a* bond, obliging, 
themselves to do nothing tending to the prejudice of his ma- 
jesty's person, family, and authority,-.— and that they shall not, 
in any time coming, directly or indirectly, own, promote, or abet 
the remonstrance under the highest pains. 

On the 10th of October Sir Archibald Joimstoun of Warisr 
toun, Coloriel Ker, Colonel Barclay, John Hume of Kello, Ro- 
bert Andrew of Little-Tarbat, and William Dundas, late super- 
yisor, were declared fugitives by the committee. 

Many ministers were at this time brought to trouble ; parti- 
cularly, on the 13th of October, Mr John Dickson minister at 
Rutherglen was imprisoned at Edinburgh, upon an information 
given by Sir James Hamilton of Elistoun, of some expressions 
used in a sermon, which, as was alleged, reflected on the go- 
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yernment and «ommittee, and tended to sedition and division* 
Mr James Nasmith minister at Hamilton yr as imprisoned for 
words alleged to have been spoken by him m,any years ago* 
and Mr James Simpson minister at Aihh, when gping to settle 
with a congregation in Ireland, was seized at Port-patrick, with- 
out ^ny cause shewn him. Now it cannot be allege^ that 
these persons suffered for rebellion or treason j for alj of them 
owned the kingfs authority, and many of them had suffered 
much for his majesty when in exile, ^iter this the committee 
adjourned for some days. 

On the 1st of November a proclamation was published yrith 
much solemnity, for holding a parliament at Edinburgh on the 
frfth.of December following; but the king being engaged in 
several important affairs at London, the affairs of Scotland were 
postponed till the 31st of December, when his majesty's high- 
commissioner arrived at Holyrood-house, and by that time all 
was ready for business. 

I shall close this chapter by observing, that though, in No- 
vember, George Campbell, sheriff-depute of Argyle, was impri- 
soned for being concerned in some things with the marquis, yet, 
he was soon pardoned. 

CHAP. II. 

Of the Acts of the first session of Parliament \ the conduct of the 
Church Judicatures, the sufferings of the Marquis of Argyle 9 
Mr James Guthrie arid several others. 

11/ E have had a short view of the arbitrary proceedings of 
the 'committee of estates, by which not a few suffered 
contrary to law : and therefore the first step of the managers 
was, to open a door for a more legal prosecution of honest: peo- 
ple who stood up for religion, liberty, and property. 
Accordingly when the parliament met, upon the 2 1st of January 
1661 they passed many acts, which were illegal, and subver- 
sive of the constitution both in church and state. To trace this 
matter more particularly-^— tfye greatest part of the members of 
this parliament were men of a very infamous character. The 
commissioner, the Earl of Middleton, was of a fierce and vio- 
lent temper. Bishop Burnet says, « His way of living was most 
'splendid, but at the same time was most scandalous \ for vices 
1 of all sorts were the open practices of those about him.' The 
nobility and gentry were remarkably changed to the worse* 
Few that had been active in former years were now alive, and 
these few were marked out for ruin. « Several of the leading 
managers finding that the strictness of the Presbyterian disci- 
pline stood in the way of their licentiousness, took a disgust 
thereat 5 besides, great pains had been taken at the elections, to 
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get those chosen, who wore entirely at the devotion of the court; 
and if any of another disposition had been chosen, some pretence 
or other was made to set aside the election. ' 

When they had taken their seats in the parliament-house, 
Mr Robert Douglas preached an excellent sermon from 2 Chron. 
*ix. 6. Take heed what ye do, for ye judge not for man, but for 
the Lord, who is with you in the judgment. After calling the 
rolls, the earl of Glencairn was chosen preses, ^nd the commis- 
sioner had a speech recommending peace and unity. 

It i$ to be observed, that according to former unrepealed acts, 
the covenants were to be taken and subscribed by every mem- 
ber of succeeding parliaments, before they entered upon busi- ' 
ness : but a new oath of allegiance, or rather supremacy, being 
now imposed, the same was taken by all present, except the 
Earl of Cassils ; so that this parliament sat down and proceeded 
in a method directly contrary to standing laws. 

Qn the 8th of January the commissioner moved^ that the 
parliament might proceed to business, in the ancient way, by 
the lords of the articles, without devolving their power on them, 
which he declared was not his intention; accordingly after 
some debate, it was resolved, < That 12 noblemen, 12 barons, 
« and Y2 burgesses, with the officers of state, shall be in the 
« place of the lords of the articles. These were authorised, in 
« their several meetings, to hear all matters presented to them, 
« to receive proof pf. what they found relevant, and report to 
* the parliament twice a week.' And to these die nation was 
chiefly indebted for the laws jraade jn this sessipn. 

It is very evident that the main design of this parliament 
was to make the king absolute ; and t}iis was not a little pro-r 
moted by the fulsome sermons preached by too many before 
them. The preachers were not then appointed by the assem- 
bly or commission, who used formerly to sit in time of parlia- 
ment, but the king's advocate, by his letter, appointed what 
preachers he pleased. Their ordinary themes were the wick- 
edness of rebellion, the extensiveness of the king's power, 
passive obedience, &c.. and Bishop Burnet says, though they 
did not speak out, they insinuated the necessity of a greater 
authority than was then in the church for keeping them in 
order. One or two spoke plainer ; upon which the presbytery 
of Edinburgh went to the Earl of Middleton and complained of 
that as an affront to the law and the king's letter. He dismiss- 
ed them with good words, but took no notice of their com- 
plaints. It will not be amiss now to consider some of the acts 
made in this session of parliament, since they laid the founda- 
tion for all the injustice and cruelty that were exercised after- 
TyarcJ*. 
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„ The first printed act is concerning the president and oath of 
parliament, by which it is enacted, that all members should, at 
their first down-sitting, take an oath of allegiance in the fol- 
lowing form : 
* T : for testification of my faithful obedience to my 

:*• most gracious and redoubted sovereign, Charles king of 
Great Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, do af- 
firm, testify, and declare, by this my solemn oath, that I ac- 
knowledge my said sovereign only supreme governor of this 
kingdom, over all persons, and in all causes ; and that no fo- 
reign prince, power or state, nor person civil or ecclesiastic, 
hath any jurisdiction, power or superiority over the same ; and 
therefore I utterly renounce and forsake all foreign jurisdic- 
tion, powers and authorities, and shall, to my utmost power, 
defend, assist; and maintain his majesty's jurisdiction foresaid, 
against all deadly,, and never decline his majesty's power or ju- 
• risdiction, as I shall answer to God.' 

Members of parliament were to add ; *-and I shall faithfully 
give my advice and vote in every thing that shall be propound- 
ed in parliament, as I shall answer to God.' 

The title of the act calls it an oath of parliament^ the body of • 
it, an oath of allegiance ; and it is evident that it includes the 
supremacy. The words are general, but very comprehensive, 
aid capable of different senses. Thus, when the king is af- 
firmed to be supreme over all persons and in all causes, and to 
be assisted and maintained in that jurisdiction, this would re- 
quire some limitation, restriction, or explication to clear the 
meaning ; for though the commissioner and chancellor declared 
once and again, in the face of parliament, that they did not in- 
tend to give his majesty any ecclesiastical, but only a civil' 
£ower, yet in a little time, when ministers offered to take the 
oath in this sense, they were not permitted. And it would » 
seem these declarations from^the throne were v made from other 
views than at that time appeared ; for, when the earl of Cassils 
and the laird of Kilburny moved that these declarations might 
be entered in the registers, it was peremptorily refused. In 
fine, this oath came to be th% Shibboleth of the state, and in a 
little time was imposed upon $Ul subjects of any influence. 
- By their 4th act they deere;e^|hai tiq conventions, leagues, or 
• bonds be made without the soviitfeign. -By the 6th act they de- 
clare the convention of estates 1643, w&o entered into the so- 
lemn league and covenant, void and null. By their 7th act 
they discharge the renewing of the solemn league and covenant, 
or any other covenants, or public oaths concerning the govern- 
ment of the church or kingdom, without his Majesty's special 
warrant and approbation. By their 1 1th act it is ordered, that 
all persons in public offices take the oath of allegiance before 
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mentioned* and subscribe a declaration averting his majesty's 
oy al prerogative ; the substance wbereof i$ as fpUow6 : 4 For ^ 
asmuch as the estates of parKament.— have— -declared, that it 
is an inherent privilege, — and an undoubted part, pf the rojral 
prerogative of the kings of this kin&doxn, to have the sole 
choice and appointment of the officers of state, privy coun- 
sellors and lords of session j that the power of calling, hold* 
ing and dissolving parliaments, and all conventions and meetr 
ings of the estates, doth solely reside in the king's majesty, 
his heirs and successors, and that-— no acts nor statutes, to be 
passed in any parliament, can be binding on the people, or 
have the. authority qr force of laws, without the special ap- 
probation of his majesty, or his commission. — That the power 
of arms, . the making peace or war, the making treaties with 
foreign princes and states, or at home by subjects among 
themselves, doth properly reside in the king's majesty, hi* 
heirs and successors,, as their undoubted right, and theirs 
alone : and that it is high treason in the subjects of this king- 
dom, or any number of them, upon whatsoever ground, to 
rise, or continue in arms, -without his majesty's authority first 
interponed thereto. That it is unlawful for subjects, of what- 
soever quality or function, to — assemble themselves to treat 
or determine in any matters of state, civil or ecclesiastical, 
(except in the ordinary judgments) or to rnafce leagues or 
bonds — without his majesty's special consent. That the league 
and covenant, and all the treaties following thereupon, are not 
obligatory on this kingdom, or oa the subjects thereof, to 
meddle or interpose, by arms, or any other seditious way, in 
any thing concerning the religion and government of the 
churches of England and Ireland,— -And that none — presume, 
upon pretext of any authority whatsoever, to require the re- 
hewing or swearing of the said league and covenant, or of any 
other covenants or public oaths — and that none offer to renew 
the same without his majesty's special warrant and approba- 
tion, &c» I do conform to the acts of parliament aforesaid, 
declare, that I dp, with all humble duty, acknowledge his ma- 
jesty's royal prerogative, right and power in all the particu- 
lars, and in the manner aforesaid, and that I do heartily give 
my consent thereto, by these presents, subscribed by me 

at .' 

As the oath of allegiance before mentioned was in itself un- 
lawful, because to swear unrestricted and unlimited allegiance 
to any man, is a manifest enslaving of mankind to a servile ob- 
ligation to maintain and uphold the persons and government of 
mutable men, let them act as they please ; and because there is 
iji it an acknowledgment of universal supremacy inherent in the 
..king ; so this instrument or declaration, asserting the king's 
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prerogative, is equally so ; for, l. All in public offices hereby 
acknowledge an absolute and unlimited power in the king ; 
2f. They renounce the solemn and sacred covenants ; and, 3. They 
condemns the most mnocentv meaifs of seeking redress df grie- 
vances ; for they are to declare it to be treason for subjects, up- 
on any pretence^ to rise in arms, and unlawful for subjects to 
"assemble together to treat of any matters of state, civil or ec- 
clesiastical, without his majesty's approbation : so that here all 
defensive arms are condemned ; and none of the judicatures of 
the church are to assemble but when the king pleases. By 
this also a door was opened for the utter overthrow of these ju- , 
dieatures, seeing the king is declared to be the fountain of all •. 
church power. And therefore it was no wonder, though many 
of those who were bound by the~ national covenant and solemn 
league and covenant, refused to take the oath or subscribe the 
declaration ; and it is evident, that they who suffered for thig 
refusal can never be said to suffer as evil doers, but only for 
conscience sake. v 

One* wight thmk that the parliament had made sufficient 
progress, for one session, in overturning presbyterian govern- 
ment and discipline ; but they were determined to make all 
sore, and therefore, by their 9th apt, they annulled the parlia- 
ments and committers kept after the year 1648, and by their 
15th act they annulled all the parliaments that had been held 
betwixt the years 1640 and 1648. And thus they took away 
the greatest human securities that could be given to a church 
and nation. Bishop Burnet says of this last mentioned act^ 
what he might with equal reason have said of both, namely, 
4 That it was a most extravagant act, only fit to be concluded , 
* after a drunken-bout. It shook all possible security for the 
4 ftrture, and laid doWn a most pernicious precedents When 
this act rescissory was brought in to the house by the lords of 
the articles, great debates arose upon it, so that it could no$ 
pass that^night 5 however, after great struggle, it was carried 
next day. l 

By their 16th act, concerning religion and government^ the 
true protestant reformed religion was ordered to be settled as ii 
was before the year* 1638, and the government of the church to 
be secured as the king finds most consistent with scripture, mo- 
narchy and peace. Hereby the king was set at the head of all 
ecclesiastical affairs ; for the government of the church tfras en- 
tirely unfixed, and the settlement of it put into the king's 
power : and, though sessions, presbyteries^ and synods were per- 
mitted for a few weeks ; yet we shall see how their liberties 
were taken from them, and their proceedings violently inter- 
rupted, so that presbyterian government scarcely lived out thfs 
year. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



78 THE HISTORY OF THE CHAF. II. 

By their 17th act they ordained that the 29th of May be 
observed as an anniversary thanksgiving for the king's restora- 
tion, and be for ever set apart as an hoiy^day unto the Lord, 
&c. Though many gave obedience to this act, yet others 
could not in conscience submit to it, not only because it is not 
in the power of any, under heaven, to appoint anniversary holy- 
days, that being the prerogative of the Creator alone, "but also 
because^ though the day was set apart, for ever to be kept holy 
to the Lord, yet diversions were appointed for spending the day 
after the public worship was over. 

And the better to secure the model of their church-govern- 
ment, by the 36 th act they restored the heavy grievance of #k- 
tronages, which they knew had always been, a dead weight up- 
on, and inconsistent with, presbyterial government. Nay, this 
act ordained all who shall be presented, to take the oath of 
allegiance, before they were settled, under severe penalties. 
Instead of making any remarks upon this, I shall only lay be- 
fore the reader what were the sentiments of the parliament of 
Scotland when they abolished patronages 1649. 4 Consider- 
4 ing, say they, that patronages and presentations are an evil 
4 and bondage under which the Lord's people and ministers of 
4 this land have long groaned, and that it hath no warrant in 
* God's .word, but is founded only on the common law, and is 
a custom popish, and brought into the kirk in time of igno- 
4 ranee and superstition, and that the same is contrary to the 
4 2d book of discipline, -in which, upon sound and goodVgrounds, 
4 it is reckoned among abuses that are desired to be reformed, 
4 and unto several acts of general assembly ; and that it is pre- 
4 judicial to the liberty of the people and planting of kirks, 
4 and unto the free calling, and entry of ministers unto their 
4 charge.' — Nevertheless this parliamentaiot only restored pa- 
tronages, but imposed the oath of allegiance and supremacy on 
all ministers who should be presented.- 

Having thus considered some of the most remarkable acts of 
this sessipn of parliament, by which the constitution of the 
church was overturned, and a foundation laid for introducing 
abjured prelacy, and prosecuting all who should oppose the 
•schemes then forming, it is proper that we next take a view of 
the conduct of the ministers and judicatures while these things 
were a-doing^ 

It is too evident they did not make such a stand against these 
encroachments as they might have done. Some indeed, in their 
private- capacity, bore an honourable testimony there-against, 
but vety little was done by synods and presbyteries. How- 
ever, for the honour of those who made any stand for the li- 
berties of the church, take the following account : 
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Mr Robert Douglas, in his sermon at the opening of the 
parliament, dealt very faithfully with the members ; and, in. 
several parts of the country, ministers gave full and faithful ' 
warning of the dangers threatening the church of Scotland, par-* 
ticularly Messrs Robert Mac Ward at Glasgow, William Guth- 
rie at Fenwick, and John Livingston at Ancrum, and not a few 
ministers kept congregational fasts j but all this time very little 
was done in a judicative capacity. Nevertheless the following 
efforts were made, though they proved fruitless. 

„ The parliament having passed several acts subversive of the 
work of reformation, the brethren in and about Edinburgh 
presented several overtures to the commissioner, namely, that 
there might be an act of parliament explaining the meaning of 
the oath of allegiance^ that the parliament would declare, that 
they had no intention to annul or make void the solemn league 
and covenant, and that they would approve and ratify the con- 
fession of faith and catechisms, and the directory for worship* 
together with, the discipline, ^government and liberties of this 
church. *- These overtures the commissioner and chancellor pro- 
mised to communicate to his majesty, and afterwards return an 
answer, and at the same time desired the brethren to draw up 
an act of ratification, as they would have it, and it should be 
considered. This was accordingly done and .given to the conw 
missioner, but it all came to nothing ; for the ministers were / 
kept in hopes, and got fair words, till matters were past re- 
medy,; and instead of this act of ratification, the act rescissory, 
above mentioned, was made and ratified. ; 

When the nature of this last act came to be known, the 
presbytery of Edinburgh prepared a supplication to the house, * 
and sent it to the commissioner by three of their number $ but 
partly by promises, and partly by threatenings, he prevailed 
upon them not to give it in that day, and presently the parlia- 
ment met, arid in all haste past the act. Upon which the pres- 
bytery, next day, sent Mr David Dickson and others to the 
commissioner, - to intreat access for having their supplication 
presented to the house, but all to no purpose. After this they 
. sent their supplication to the king j which met with no regard : 
and when they heard of farther intentions to alter the govern- 
ment of the church,, they wrote to the Earl of Lauderdale to 
interpose with his majesty to put a stop to these proceedings', 
till all things be settled by a free and lawful general assembly * 
and in March following they sent up an information to court, 
representing, among other things, the inconvenience and sad 
consequence of a change in the government and constitutibn of 
the church ; in which also they were disappointed •, for the 
managers were resolved to please the high-flyers in England, 
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to follow* Mr Sharps ambitious designs^ and to carry their pro- 
ject against all reason and justice. 

Before April and May, when the synods were wont to meet, 
th% parliament made great progress in their work. However, 
the synod of Glargow and Ayr met on the, 2d of April, and 
taking the state of the' church und£r consideration, they ap- 
pointed a committee to draw up an address and supplication for 
a new security to religion and the church, seeing the old fences 
were taken away ; and Mr William Guthrie having read, from 
the committee, a draught Of such address, some of the resolu- 
tioners, especially those : who Wefe gaping after a bishopric, 
vehemently opposed the supplication, and threatened to dissent, 
because they alleged that now was not a proper time ; and 
therefore urged that this matter might be delayed ; whereto 
others yielded, from a consideration, that without harmony 
their address would lose much of its weight : however, they 
agreed upon a declaration of their being fixed in, and resolved 
to adhere to the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government 
of the church ; but many were justly grieved that they made 
no mention of diocesan episcopacy, nor of the obligation of the 
covenants. When they met again at Glasgow in May, they 
were discharged by a proclamation from the market-cross. 
Thus were they deprived of an opportunity of considering their 
strpptfcation. And though the ministers in town sent three of 
their number to Edinburgh, with a petition to his majesty's 
commissioner, yet no return was given to it. This was the last 
synod of presbyterian ministers W}io met at Glasgo^v before the 
year 1687. 

On the Ilth of April the synod of Perth and Stirling met, 
and out of their excessive loyalty, ordered the remonstrance, 
which was drawn up by that synod, 9th of October 1650, and 
afterwards presented to the king and committee of estates, to 
be razed out of their records, as containing several things' re- 
flecting on his majesty and the estates. I shall only say, that 
it had been well if there had never been a cause for that re- 
monstrance. 

The synod of Fife met at St Andrews in April, but, before 
they had formally voted their intended petition, and finished 
the warning they designed to give, they were interrupted by 
the Earl of Rothes, appointed inspector by the commissioner. 
His lordship came in, while they Were in the midst of their 
business, commanded silence in the king's name, required they 
Would insist no more upon what v/as before them, and dismiss 
immediately ; accordingly they obeyed, without protesting a- ' 
gainst such a plain invasion of the liberties of Christ's house : 
however, the presbyteries in their bounds, at their first meeting, 
approved of what the synod could not get finished ; and all of 

$ 
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them, in a very solemn manner, declared their adherence to the 
principles of the church of Scotland. 

"This new office of inspector of synods had no act of parlia- 
- ment for its constitution ; and, though it had* that could not 
justify the same, there being no precedent for it in the word of 
God ; but that was what our managers did not consult. They 
were much vexed that synods should bear a testimony against 
their proceedings, and therefore these were appointed as spies, 
in order to dissolve them when they determined to petition 
against threatening grievances, as was the practice when pre- 
lacy was first introduced, after the Reformation, in the time of 
King James, VI. 

Accordingly, the synod of Dumfries was dissolved by Queens- 
berry and Hartfield, who Were both drunk at that Very time. 
The synod of Galloway was dissolved by the Earl of Galloway, 
as they were drawing up a supplication against episcopacy ; 
but the moderator, Mr John Park, faithfully protested against 
what was done, as an injury to a court of Jesus Christ, and the 
ministers would not reinove till he prayed and regularly con- 
cluded their meeting. 

In the synod of Lothian they were not suffered so much as 
to speak of any testimony ; nay, some of the members, who 
were ripe for a change, and devoted to the interest of the mana- 
gers, moved that the protestors should be censured. While 
this was in debate, the £arl" of Callendar and Sir Archibald 
Stirling came in, and required the moderator to purge the house 
of rebels, meaning the protesting ministers, else they would dis- 
solve them, and make them answer before Other judges. Upon 
this the synod suspended five ministers of great piety, viz. 
Messieurs Alexander Livingston at Biggar, John Greg at Sker- 
ling, Arch. Porteous and James Donaldson in the presbytery of 
Biggar, and Gilbert Hall at Kirkliston. They likewise re- 
moved two from their charges, upon the application of some 
malignant and disaffected persons in their parishes, viz. Mr 
William Weir at Linlithgow, and Mr William Creighton, at 
Bathgate, Mr Weir, refusing to deliver up to the magistrates 
the church-emoluments and registers, was put into the thieves- 
hole by pYovost Glen ; and, after being some time in that dun- 
geon, he was carried to a room in the palace, where he was 
kept six weeks, till, at last, he was forced to make the best 
terms he could, put, notwithstanding all this sinful compli- 
ance of the synod, because the majority would not yield to 
some proposals made in favour of prelacy, they were dissolved 
in the king's name, and forced to dismiss without prayer. 

In the northern synods the protestors began to feel the op- 
pressions of the times. I only mention, that Mr Thomas Hog, 
minister at Kilteara, was deposed by the syno$ of Ross, who 
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sat dowa the beginning of this year, for "refusing judicially to 
disown and disclaim the protestation. At the same time a mo- 
tion was made for deposing Mr James Frazer of Linny from 
his office as ruling elder, but what was the issue of it I know 

By this time we may see the dismal consequences of admit- 
ting malignants into places of power and trust, and what efforts 
were made against the before-named encroachments* It is cer- 
tain more might have been done, there being as yet no law 
against their meetings, or their petitioning for a redress of those 
grievances that were coming upon them. However, the ge- 
nerality of the ministers were against prelacy. Bishop Burnet 
says, the synod of Aberdsen, at which he was present, was the 
only body that made an address looking towards episcopacy. 

It is now proper that we give an account of what many suf- 
fered during this session of parliament, when we shall find some 
attacked in their name and reputation, others in their liberties, 
and other* in their lives ; such as the noble marquis of Argyk, 
the R^v, Mr James Guthrie^ and Mr Govan. 

We noticed that the marquis was committed to the castle of 
.Edinburgh the 20th of December last* 

On the 13th of February this year his lordship was brought 
to the bar of the house, where Sir John Fletcher, the king'* 
advocate, accused him, in common form, of high treason ; and 
producing an indictment, craved that it might be read. The 
marquis himself begged liberty to speak before that was done; 
but the house refused his reasonable desire, and ordered it to be 
read ; and though he entreated them to hear a petition he had 
to present, yet that was too great a favour to be granted.' ' 

The indictment, which was more months in forming than 
Argyle had day* allowed at first to bring in his defences, con- 
sisted of fourteen articles, wherein a heap of slander, perver- < 
sion of matters of fact, and misrepresentations, are collected to- 
gether against this good and great man. 1. That he' rose in 
arms against the king's good subjects,, the Anti-covenanters j 
and .said to Mr John Stuart, that it was the opinion of many 
divines that kings might be deposed. 2. That he marched 
with an, armed force and burnt the house of Airlie. 3. That, 
in 1(540, he besieged and forced his majesty's castle of Dum- 
barton to surrender to him. 4. That he called, or ordered to 
b$ called, the convention of estates i<543, and entered into the 
solemn league and covenant with England, levied subsidies 
from the subjects, and fought against his majesty's forces. 
5. That, in 1045, he burned the house of Menstrie. 6. That, 
in 1046, he, or those under his command, besieged and took 
the houses of Towart, and Escoge, and killed a great many 
gentlemen, t. That he matched to Kintire, and killed 309 
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Macxjonalds. and Maccouis in cold, blcpd* and transported $Q0 
.men to lie uninhabited Isle of Jura* where they perished 
by famine. 8* That he went to ^London and agreed io deliver 
up the king to the English arniy at Newcastle, upon t&e pay^. 
jnent of 200,000/. pretended to be due for the arrears of the 
army treasonably raised, 1043. £. That he protested against 
the engagement 1648, for relieving his majesty > raised an army 
Jto oppose the engagers ; met with Oliver Cromwell i consented 
to a letter wrote to him on the Oth of October* and to the in- 
structions given to Sir John Chjesly tp the parliament of Eng- 
land ; and, in May following, signed a warrant for a proclama- 
tion against the Lords Ogilvie and Rae, the marquis of Huntley, 
John now earl of Middleton, declaring them* their wives and 
families, to be out of the protection of the, kingdom. 10. That , 
he clogged his majesty's invitation to the kingdom of Scotland 
,1649 with, many unjust limitations ; consented to the murder of 
the marquis of Montrose j corresponded with Cromwell ; con- 
trived and consented to the act of the West-kirk 165Q, and the 
declaration following upon it, 1 J.. That, in 1653 and 1454, he 
abetted, or joined with, or furnished arms to the usurperV 
forces, against Glencairn and Middleton, and gave remission to" 
such as had been in the king's service* 12. That he received 
a precept from the usurper of 12,000A sterling, consented to 
the proclamation of Richard Cromwell ; accepted a commission 
from the shire of Aberdeen, and sat and voted in his pretended 
parliament. 13. That he rebuked the ministers in Argyle for 
praying for the king. l$. That he positively advised Cromwell 
and Iretoa, in a conference 1648, that they could not be safe 
till the king's life was taken away y at least he* Juiew and con- 
cealed that horrid design. 

After the indictment was read, tite*narqui$ had leave ttf 
speak, and discoursed, at some considerable length, to exceeding 
good purpose. The parliament fixed the 2tfth of February ftrf 
bringing in his defence, which was too short a time for replying 
to a charge consisting^ so many particulars. However, at hisr 
request, they protracted it till the 5th of March, wbeji he ap- 
peared before the lords of the af Uele*, who ordered him imme- 
diately to produce hi* defence; whe*eujpon he made a. very 
moving speech, $ad gave in a most affecting petition, remitting^ 
himself to the king's mercy, and beseeching the parliament to 
intercede for him, which a£e too long to be inserted here* 

Neirt day, being brought before the parliament? it wa$ re- 
ported from the articles, that he had offered a submisskm to hi* 
majesty, with a desire that the. parliament might tranamiHt to 
the king ; but his submission was voted not satisfactory, and 
be was commanded to give m bis defences ne^t day to the lord* 
of the articles. When he came before them, and told that his 

2 
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defence* were not yet rcady> he was appointed to give them in 
on Monday, April the 9th, otherwise the lords would take- the 
whole business before them, without any regard to what he 
should afterwards say. But it seems, on the day appointed, his 
defences were given in, wherein the marquis's management is 
vindicated from all the falsehoods, calumnies and misrepresen- 
tations in the indictment. Mr Wodrow doe» not give an ab- 
x stract of them, because they contain thirteen sheets of small 
print, but inserts a paper which contains the substance of them, 
of which I give the following abbreviate. , 

Information for my Lord Argylt against the dittay given in 
against him by the ting's advocate. 

4 fFlHE deeds alleged to be done, either before, or since his 

* «*■ majesty left Scotland, were either of a public or private 
4 concern* As for the public, he never acted without the ap- 
probation of parliament and general assemblies, which were 
4 ratified by their late and present majesties. As to particular 
4 persons, he was never accessory to any thing but what is war- 
4 ranted by acts of parliament, approved by his majesty and his 
4 royal predecessors. As for actings, after his majesty left 
4 Scotland 1651, the marquis was still a prisoner on demand, and 
4 did never capitulate till August 1652, being surprised in his 
4 house lying sick, and that 'long after the* deputies had taken 
4 the tender,*;— and all others in arms had capitulated, and the 
4 whole kingdom was — under the power— of the usurper. 

4 Thefil , st deed is a speech in 1640,-— where it is ^affirmed 
4 that he said, It was the opinion both of divines and lawyers 
4 that a king might be deposed. But it is not relevant to infer 
4 any crime, though those words had been spoken in the abstract 
4 terms related, no more than if any should speak the tenet of 
4 the Sorbofcne or canon law, upon the 'pope's power, — This 
4 deed is 164Q, the act of oblivion 1641. 

4 The 2d deed is th6 lighting the house of Airlie. — It is 
4 answered, These houses were kept out in opposition to the 
4 committee of estates, and so might be destroyed— and the said 
4 service had the approbation of parliament 1641, rege presente— 
4 the king being present. 

4 The 3d deed is the taking the castle of Dunbarton. — This 

* was done by order of the committee of -estates, and before the 
4 act of oblivion— 

4 As to the calling of a convention of estates, and going into 
* England v#th an army.— This was done by the conservators 
4 of the peace, secret council, and commissioners of public bur- 
Vdeas, appointed by the king,~and ratified in parliament since*-*- 
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4 and was allowed by the king in his agreement at Breda, and 

* hy his act of oblivion 1651. 

4 As to the burning of Menstrie by his command, he denies 
4 any such command. Whereas it bears by men under hi$ - 
f command, there is no law to make that treason, nor is it relevant 
4 or reasonable : for noxa caput sequitur, et delicto, suos tenet 
+ auctores. It was remitted by the act of oblivion l£5l. And 

* General Baillie had the command, whose service in that expe- 
4 dition was approve4 in parliament 1646. And though he had 
4 done this, he had commission from the parliament 1644. 

* As to the taking of Towart and Escoge, and murdering a 
f number of men after Capitulation, it is answered, The marquis 
4 was not in th£ country, but in England, at that time. To the 
4 murdering of £00 men after the taking of Dunavertie, it is 
4 answered, that David Leslie nad the command there, and what 
4 was done was by a council of war, and Leslie's service was 
4 approved by the parliament 1648,-r^That my lord Argyle 
4 caused take 200 persons from Islay to Jura, where they pe- 

* rished. This is false ; far he knew nothing of the matter, 

* nor ever heard of it till he received his dittay. 

4 To the giving irp of the king at Newcastle, it is answered, 
4 It was a parliament deed, and— a voice in parliament cannot 
4 be censured-*rBut the trutib is, my Lord- Argyle was not in 

* Scotland when the king came to the Scots army at Newarkf* 

4 * neither did the marquis ever meddle in that affair, but in the * 
4 parliament 1647* 

4 As to the protest in parliament 1648, calling in the secta* 
4 rian army, writing to Cromwell, — and emitting a proclamation 
4 against certain families, it is answered, That there was no pro- 

* test, but a declaration before the vote, that the assembly ought 
4 to be consulted anent the engagement.-r-A$ for the letter, no 
4 answer can be given till the letter be seen ; and though there 

* was a letter in the terms libelled, yet it is an act pi the com- 
4 mittee ; and as matters went, the army beipg lost at Preston, 
4 and the enemy lying on the border, if they Jjad demanded the 
4 strength? of lie kingdoms-it ivould pot have been refused.-— 

* Besides, he never saw Cromwell till 1058, and he was called 

* in by the committee, and the marqpis difl what he could to 

* stop his career. As to the^proclarnatiohs, nothing ;can be 
4 said, till they be prodjiced.-r 

4 To the clogging his majesty's proclamation, murdering 
4 Montrose, corresponding with Cromwell, and his accession to 
4 the act of the West-kirk and declaration, it is answered, That 
4 it was the act of tUp parliament then sitting by which the first 
4 allegation was done, and the king acknowledged that to be 
4 good service, by admitting the marquis to places of trust, and 
4 accepting the crown from him. — As to Montrose he had no 
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4 accession to his death, or the manner of it.* — His corresponding 
4 , with Cromwell is false. — As to the act of the West-kirk, the 

> marquis was at no committee of the kirk after his majesty's 
* happy arrival, until they came to fcerth, nor did he knotv o£ 
4 it.-r-As to the declaration — he advised (he king to go as Far as 
4 he could ; hut would not advise him, for the world, to sign 
4 the declaration against his mind— and desires the Duke of 
4 Buc\i lgham and the Ea 1 of Dunfermline's depositions may 
4 be taken herein, and his sacred majesty consulted as to the 
4 truth hereof. 

4 To the opposition to Glencairn and Middleton, when ap- 

> pearing for their king, and his joining with the English, — it is 
4 s answered, That their commission was never intimated to him,— - 
4 that he sent to Middleton to have a conference, but received 

4 no answer.- :As to joining the English in their expedition 

4 to the hills, he denies any joining with them ;' but being a 
4 prisoner, and required to be with them,' he durst riot refuse j 
4 and denied any kind of acting either by council or deed.-*- >As 
4 for taking pay from the usurper, for a foot company, — General 
4 Monk allowed payment for one hundred soldiers to guard the 
4 country, and because they did not oppose the forces in the hills 
4 the general discharged payment. — 

4 As to the assisting at Richard Cromwell's proclamation, his 
4 receiving a precept of I2,000l. sterling, and sitting in the par- 
4 liament of England, it is answered, He was not at all at Ri- 
4 chard's proclamation, but by command, indeed, he was at 
4 Oliver's, but not at Dunbarton. Being Monk's prisoner he 
4 was commanded to come to the English 'council, and assist at 
4 the proclamation, and could not refuse, without having his life 
4 and fortune made a prey. No law can make this a crime, far 

* less treason ; and it cannot be instructed, from any history, that 
1 a people overcome by an enemy, and commanded to do out- 
4 ward deeds of subjection, were ever questioned by their law-^ 
4 ful prince, when he hath pardoned the invader ; or that the 
1 subject should be prosecuted for doing what he, being a pri- 

* soner, could not refuse, without hazarding life and fortune. 
4 The 12,0001. is falsely adduced. The parliament of Scotland 

* gave the marquis, in payment of just debts, half of the excise 

* bn wine and strong waters.— As for his sitting in the parlia- 
4 ment of England after so long an usurpation, no precedent can 
4 be shewn, in any age in this country, whereby this was made 
4 a crime, far less treason. — 

4 To his forbidding to £ray for the king, and the rest of the 
4 alleged speeches, it is answered, They are false and calumni? 

* Ous. His parish-minister and chaplain did always pray for the 

* king in the time libelled, and that in the face of the English.— r 

4 The last head : It is basely false, and he opposes thereto 
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4 the marqttifc's oath given in parliament 1649, and leaves it to 
* all to ,judge how unlikely and improbable it is that he would 
. 4 speak any thing contrary to the oath that he had sworn.' 

From this information some tolerable view may be had of 
the* defences of this worthy peer. Mr Wodrow declares that 
he had it from a very good hand, that upwards of thirty different 
libels were formed against him, for alleged injuries, oppres- 
sions, and the like ; but, when they went to prove them, they 
all came to nothing, so that, after their most diligent search, 
they were forced to fix upon his necessary compliance with the 
English, after Scotland had been obliged to yield to the con- 
querors* Bishop Burnet says, that, in one speech, excusing his 
compliance with Cromwell, he said, What could he think of that 
matter, after a man so eminent in the law as his majesty's ad- 
vocate had taken the engagement ? This inflamed the other so 
much, that he called him an impudent villain, and was not so 
much as chid for that barbarous treatment. Lord Argyle grave- 
ly said, He had learned, in. his afflictions, to bear reproaches ; 
and if the parliament saw ho cause to condemn him, he was the 
less concerned at the king's advocate's railing. 

When he was brought to the bar, to receive his sentence, on 
the 25th of May, the house was very thin ; for all withdrew 
except those who were resolved to . follow the course of the 
times. He put them in mind of the practice of Theodosius the 
Emperor, who enacted, that the sentence of death should not be 
executed till thirty days after it was passed ; and added, Ierave 
tut ten, that the King may be acquainted with it. This wa$ 
refused ; and he was told that he must receive the parliament's 
sentence kneeling. He immediately kneeled, and said, I will 
in all humility. Then -the sentence was pronounced, 4 That he 
4 was found guilty of high treason, and adjudged to be execute 
4 to the death as a traitor, his head to be severed from his body, 
4 at the cross of Edinburgh, upon Monday the 27th instant, and 
4 affixed on the same placs where the marquis of Montrose's 
4 head was formerly, and his arms torn before the parliament, 
4 and at the cross.' Upon this he offered to speak ; but, the 
trumpets sounding, he stopped till they had ended, and then 
said, 4 1 had the honour to set the crown upon the King's head, 
4 and now he hastens me to a better crown than ha own-' And, 
directing himself to the commissioner and parliament, he said, 
4 You have the indemnity of an earthly King among your hands, 
4 and have denied me a share in that '; but you cannot hinder 
4 me from the indemnity of the King of king^ and shortly you 
4 must be before his tribunal.—^I pray he mctc not out such 
4 measure to you, as you have done to me, when you are called 
; to account for all your actings, and this among the rest<* 
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As for his compliance with Cromwell, it was so far from 
being treasonable, that the advocate himself, and other lawyers, 
had actually taken the engagement, and many of the members 
of this parliament were equally guilty. Was it not therefore 
strange, that a parliament should condemn one for a crinie, of 
which so many of themselves were guilty, and that, of all the 
compilers in Scotland, not one was prosecuted but this noble 
peer ? What law will make compliance with a, conqueror, for 
the good and safety of the country, after all means of defence 
are taken away, an act of treason ? It is therefore certain that 
the sentence passed against the marquis was without all warrant 
of law. But it seems it was necessary the foundation of pre- 
lacy, and of those arbitrary measures now on foot, should be laid 
in blood. 

The marquis, after his sentence, was ordered tQ the common 
prison, where his excellent lady was waiting for him. Upon 
seeing her, he said, they have given me till Monday to be with 
you, my dear, therefore let us make for it. She, embracing 
him, wept bitterly, and said, The £,ord will require it, the L,ortf 
will require it. Which drew tears from all in the room. But, " 
being himself composed, he said, 4 Forbear* forbear ; truly I 
* pity them > they know not what they are doing. TJiey may 
4 shut me in where they please, but they cannot shut out God 
4 from me. For my own part, I am as well content to be hers 
4 as in the castle, and as content in the ca$$e as in the Tower of 
4 London, and as content there as when at liberty ; and I hpn§ 
4 to be as content upon the scaffold as any of them all,' &c. 

He spent all his short time, till tyonday, with the greatesj: 
serenity and cheerfulness^ and in the proper exercises of a dying 
Christian. He said to some ministers who were permitted to 
attend him, 4 That shortly they would envy him who.was got 
4 before them ; and added, Mind that J tell it you, my skill foils 
4 me, if you who are ministers will not either suffer much, or 
4 sin much j for though you go along wjth those men in part, 
4 if you do it not in all things, you are but where you were% 
4 and so must suffer $ and if you go not at all with them, you 
4 shall but suffer.' ,_ At his own desire, his lady took her leave 
of him on Sabbath night. On Monday morning, though he 
was much engaged in settling his affaijs, and in the midst of 
company, yet he was so overpowered with a sensible effusion of 
the joy of the Holy Ghc&t, that he broke out in a rapture, and 
said, 4 1 thought to have concealed t^he Lord's goodness, ,but it 
4 will not do ; I am now ordering my affairs, and God is seal- 
4 ing my charter to a better inheritance, and just now saying to 
4 me, Son, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee J Some- 
time before he went to the place of execution, he wrote a most 
moving letter to the king, and dined precisely at twelve with 
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his friends with the utmost cheerfulness, and then retired a little 
iii secret. Upon his opening the door, the Rev. Mr Hutchison 
said, 4 What cheer, my lord ? He answered, 4 Good cheer, 
4 Sir ; the J^ord hath again confirmed, and said to me,,from hea- 
4 ven, Tby sins be forgiven theeS Upon this tears of joy flowed 
in such ammdance, that he retired to the window, and wept 
there ; , from that he came to the fire, and made as if he would 
stir it a little, to conceal his concern, hut all would not do, his 
tears ran down his face ; and coming to Mr Hutchison, he said, 
in a perfect rapture, 4 1 think his kindness overcomes me ; but 
4 God is good to me, that he lets not out too much of it here ; 
4 for he knows I could not bear it. Get me my cloak, and let 
4 us go.' Upon receiving notice to come down, he called for a 
glass of wine, and asked a blessing upon it standing, and, in a 
very little said, 4 Now let us go, and God go with us.' 

When he took leave of those in the. room, who were npt to 
be with him on the scaffold, he said, I 4 could die like a Roman, 
4 but chuse rather to die like a Christian. Come away gentle* 
4 men, he that goes first goes cleanliest/ When going down 
stairs he called the Rev. Mr James Guthrie, who at parting 
addressed the marqiiis thus, 4 My lord, God hath been with 
4 you, he is with you, and will be with you ; and such is mj£ 
4 respect for your lordship, that, if I were not under the»sentence 
4 of death myself, I could cheerfully die for your lordship.' So 
they parted to meet again in a better place on the Friday fol- 
lowing. The marquis, attended by several noblemen and gen- 
t #emen all in black, mounted the scaffold, with the greatest se- 
renity and gravity, like one going to his father's house, and sa- 
luted all that were upon it. Then Mr Hutchison prayed. After 
that his lordship delivered a moving and pertinent speech with 
the utmost composure, in which, among other things, he said, 
4 1 was real and cordial in my desires to bring the king home, 
4 and in my endeavours for him when he was at home, and had 
4 no correspondence with the adversary's army, nor any of them, 
4 when his majesty was in Scotland ; nor had I any accession to 
4 his late majesty's horrid and execrable murder. — I shall not 
4 speak much to these things for which I am condemned, lest I 
4 seem to condemn others. It is well known it is only for com- 
' pliance, which was the epidemical fault of the nation. I wish 
,* the Lord to pardon them : I say no more : — God hath laid en- 
4 gagements upon Scotland : ■ w e are tied by covenants to re- 
4 Hgion and reformation. — Those that were then unborn are yet 
4 engaged : — And it passeth the power of all the magistrates 
* under heaven to absolve from the oath of God. — These times 
4 are like either to be very sinning or very suffering times, and 
4 let Christians make their choice. There is a sad dilemma in 
4 the business, sin or staffer ; and surely he that would chuse the ■* 
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* belief part, will chuse to suffer : others that will chuse to sm, 
4 shall not escape suffering.' — When he had delivered his speech^ 
which is recorded at length in Naphtali *, Mr James Hamilton' 
prajed : after him his lordship prayed himself, and then took 
his leave of all his friends cm the scaffold, and having given the 
executioner an handkerchief with some money, and small pre- 
sents to his friends, he went to the instrument called The maiden^ 
kneeled down most cheerfully, and after he had prayed a little 
he gave the signal, whereupon his head was severed; from his 
body, and then placed on the west end of the tolbooth, as a mo- 
nument of the paTliameht's injustice and the land's misery. His 
body was delivered to his friends, and decently interred. Thus 
died the noble marquis of Argyle, the proto-niartyr for religion 
after die Restoration, who was a great promoter of and support 
to the covenanted work of reformation during his life, and sted- 
fast in witnessing to it at iiis death. 

I am next to relate the martyrdom of the Rev. Mr James 
Guthrie minister at Stirling — Mr Guthrie was son to the laird 
Cf Guthrie, a very ancient and honourable family. For some- 
time he taught philosophy in the university of St Andrews* 
Where he gave sufficient proof of his b^ing a good philosopher 
and an exact scholar. Though bishop Bumet says he was £ 
tesahtte %xi& stiff man, yet my author assures us, that his temper 
was rery stayed and composed,and would reason upon the most 
controverted points with great solidity, and when every one 
abo&t him was warm, his temper was never ruffled ; and that he 
had, perhaps, the greatest mixture of fervent zeal and sweet 
calmtiess of any in his time. He was entirely prelatical in hi$ 
judgment when he first came to St Andrews j but, by convers- 
ing with the Rev. Mr Rutherford and others, and especially by 
bis joining the weekly societies there, for prayer and conference, 
Jie was entirely brought off from that way. 

His conduct in the year 1650 and 1651 was now remem- 
bered : but the re^l spring of the hard measure this excellent 
man met with, was the sentence of excommunication, which, 
hy appointment of the commission of the general assembly, he 
had pronounced against the Earl of Middleton in the year 1650, 
which Middleton never forgot ; and his personal resentment 
abundantly discovered itself in his trial before the parliament. 

In the beginning of the year 1661 Mr Guthrie was brought 
to Edinburgh, and had his indictment given him for high trea- 
son by the king's advocate. It was read before him in the 
house on the 20th of February. The heads of it were, ' -1. His 
f contriving, consenting to, and exhibiting before the committee 
f of estates, the paper called the western remonstrance. 2. His, 

* A bock intithd Najfhtafi, or, The -wrestlings of the Chttrch of Scotkci 
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4 contriving^ writing and publishing that abqihinable parhphlet 
4 called, The causes of God's wrath. 3. His contriving, writing 
4 and subscribing a paper called, The humble petition,, of the 23a 
4 of August last, when he was apprehended. 4. His convo- 
4 eating of the king's lieges at several times without warrant or 
4 authority, to the disturbance of the peace of the state and oi 
4 the church. 5. His declaring his majesty, by his appeal and 
4 protestation, incapable to be judge over him, which he pre T 
4 sented at Perth. And, 6. Some treasonable expressions he was 
4 alleged to have uttered in a meeting 1650 or 1651.' The cu- 
rious reader will find the Whole of his indictrnqat and his de- 
fences at large in Mr Wodrow's appendix. 

His indictment being read, he made an excellent speech to 
the parliament, of which I shall insert the following brief 
abstract. 

My Lord Chancellor*, 

4 T Being indicted— upori things alleged to be Seditious and 
4 * treasonable, humbly desire,-^— that my lord commissioner 
i — will patiently, and without interruption, hear me as to a 
4 few things I have to say for myself. — I am glad that the law 

* of God is named in the first place ; — I hope your lordship^ 

* in all your proceedings, will have most respect to this, that 

* I may be judged by the law of God especially, and by other 

* laws in subordination thereto. 

4 As to those laws-— mentioned in the indictment, concern- 

* ing his majesty V royal prerogative,— I hope — they are to be 

* understood according to the sense and meaning given by pos- 
4 terior acts of parliament,— and— by our solemn public vows 

* and covenants contracted with God by his majesty and his 
4 subjects.*— I am first charged, in general, of sundry seditious 

* and treasonable remonstrances, &c. * To which I say, that 
4 generalia non pugnant ; they can have no strength in the in- 
4 ferring of a crime or guilt, except — they are instanced in par- 
*ticu!ars. 

4 One thhig there is in the general charge that I cannot and 

* ought not to^>ass, t6 wit, that I have seditiously and traiter- 
4 ously purposed the eradicating and subverting of the funda- 
4 mental government, &c.; — It is an unjust charge; there was 
1 never any such purpose or design in" my heart. — As I had 

* never any compliance with the councils or designs of the late 
4 usurping powers against his majesty's royal father or him- 
4 self, — so there was no part of their ungodly and unjust 

* actings, but I did, in my station and calling, bear open and 

* public testimony against, both by word and writing. My 

* Lord, — I can hardly refrain expressing some grief of spirit^ 
(here he gives an account of what ha suffered under the usiuv 
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pation) 4 that, notwithstanding all those things, I should now 
4 stand indicted before your lordships, as intending the eradi- 
4 eating and subverting of the ancient civil government of this 
4 nation.- — The God of heaven knows that I am free of this 
4 charge, and I defy all the world, allowing me justice and feir 
4 proceeding, which I hope your lordships will, to make out 
4 the same against me. 

4 The first particular wherewith I am charged, — is^ that I 
4 did compile and draw up a paper, commonly called, The 
4 Remonstrance, and presented it, or caused it to be present- 
ed to his majesty and. committee of estates the 22d of Oe~ 
4 tober 1650. — I never did compile or contrive that remon- 
4 strance, nor did I present it, or cause it to be presented — 
4 then, or at any other time,* I indeed, being a member of the 
4 commission of the general assembly, when they gave their 
4 judgment upon it, did dissent from their sentence, which can- 
4 not be reckoned any culpable accession thereto, every man 
4 being free, without- hazard of punishment, to give his judg- 
4 ment freely in the judicature whereof he is a member*— . • 

4 The next particular I am charged with, is the book of the 
4 causes of God's wrath, especially the 5th and 6th articles. — 
4 But I humbly profess to your lordship, and this honourable 
4 court of parliament, — 1. That — my accession thereunto did 
4 not flow from any .disrespect unto, or dissatisfaction with, his 
4 majesty's person or government,--?-but merely and singly from 
4 a constraining power of conscience, to be found faithful, as a 
4 minister of the gospel, in the discovering of. sin and guiltiness, 
4 that k being taken with, and repented of^ wrath might be ta- 
4 ken away from, the house of the king, and from these king* 
4 doms. — Next, my lord, I wish it may be seriously pondered, ' 
4 that nothing is asserted in these causes, as matters of sin and 
4 duty, but what hath been the common- and received doctrine 
4 of the church of Scotland, 

4 The 3d particular — is the supplication at Edinburgh, Au- 
4 gust the 23d, to which I acknowledge my accession, but de- 
4 ny it to be treasonable or seditious, because-^rit doth contain 
4 nothing but a humble petition concerning those things to 
4 which his majesty and all the subjects of this kingdom arc 
4 engaged, by the solemn and indispensible oath of the cove* 
4 riant, with a sober and serious representation of the danger 
4 that threatens religion— The indictment is pleased to say, that 
4 I charged his majesty with dissimulation and perjury ; but 
4 there is no such thing in the supplication, which doth only 
4 put him in remembrance of holding fast the oath of the co- 
4 venant. 

4 As to what is alleged against the lawfulness of our meet* 
4 ing. — That meeting cannot fall within those acts of parlia r 
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ment that strike against unlawful conventions ; because every 
meeting, for business in itself lawful, is agreeable to the 
word of God, and the laws of the land, and, when kept with- 
out tumult and multitude, such as that was, needs no parti- 
cular warrant from authority ;— yea, such meetings are clearly 
exempted from a breack of those acts of parliament, by a pos- 
terior act of parliament, viz. Act 29. pari. 2. Charles I. 
4 As to the last particular in my indictment, viz. my declin- 
ing his majesty's authority, I confess I did decline the civil 
magistrate as a competent judge of ministerial doctrine in the 
Srst instance. His authority in all thingscivil I do with aH 
my heart acknowledge.— But that the declining of the civil 
magistrates being a judge of minister's doctrine, in the first 
instance, may appear not treason and sedition, but lawful and 
warrantable, I humbly offer, 1. That such declinatures are 
agreeable to— God's word, and to the confession of faith, and 
and doctrine of this church confirmed and ratified in parlia- 
ment.— And therefore it hath been the ordinary practice of 
this kirk,' in such cases, to use such declinatures since the 
time of the reformation from popery.' 2. Such declinatures 
are agreeable to, and founded upon the national covenant, and 
and solemn league and covenant, by which the king's ma- 
jesty himself, and all the subjects of this kingdom, are bound 
to maintain the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government 
of this church.' — Upon these grounds I did give in, and do as- 
sert that declinature for vindicating the crown, dignity and 
royal prerogative of Jesus Christ,— but with all due respect 
to his majesty, his greatness and authority. 
* As to that act of parliament 1584, it was made at a time 
when the settled government of this church — was wholly 
overturned-*-and hath been often repealed-^-and stands repeal- 
ed now, at the down-sitting of this parliament. It was re- 
versed l5§3**-^and by the 4th act, pari. 2. Charlei I. and by 
thp Oth act, pari. 2. Charles I. — 

. 4 The sum of what I have said I comprise in these two, i- 
That I did never purpose, or intend to speak or act any thing 
disloyal, seditious or treasonable, against his majesty's per- 
son, authority 6r government, God is my witness. — Ne±t-^ 
I have founded my speeches, and writings, and actings in thoss 
matters, on the word of God, and on the doctrine, confess 
sions of faith, and laws of this church and kingdom, upon th$ 
national covenant of Scotland, and the solemn league and co- 
venant between the three kingdoms of Scotland, England and 
Ireland. If these foundations fall, 1 must fall with them ; 
but if these sustain and stand in judgment, r.s I hope they 
f will, I cannot acknowledge myself, neither, I hope, will Jik 
* majesty's commissioner, and the honourable court of parlis- 
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*n$entj judge me guilty of sedition and treason, noiwhhstand- 
i iag any thing contained in the indictment.' . " 

This pointed and pathetical speech had some influence upon 
several of the members of the house ; but his death was design- 
ed. It wap resolved, says bishop Burnet, to make a public 
example of a preacher, ajid so he was singled out, 
. On the llth of April, when the process against him was 
read in the. house, he immediately delivered a speech, so affect- 
ing and close to the purpose, which though it had not the in- 
fluence that might have been expected, made such impressions 
'Upon many of the members, that they withdrew, declaring to 
• one another, as they went out of" the house, that they would 
have nothing tp do with the . blood of this righteous man : but 
bis judges were determined to proceed, and accordingly, at that 
very time his indictment was found relevant. Bishop Bumet 
says, > The Earl of Tweeddale was the only man that moved 
4 against putting him to death. He said, banishment had been 
4 hitherto the severest censure that had been laid on tbe preachers 

* for their opinions,' — yet he was condemned to die. Though the 
day of his execution was not named till the 28th of May, when 
the parliament ordained 4 Mr James Guthrie and William Go- 

* van, to be hanged at the cross of Edinburgh, Saturday June I, 
4 an$ the head of the first to be affixed oil the Nether-bow, his 
4 estate to be confiscate, and. his arms torn, and the head erf the 
4 second on the West-port of the city of Edinburgh.' A gentle- 
man, who was present at the trial, told my informer, o$e of 
the present ministers of Aberdeen, that when Mr Guthrie re- 
ceived his sentence upon his knees, he rose up with ch«erfol- 
fcess,' and thus addressed the parliament, 4 My lords, may ne- 
ver this sentence more affect you than it does me, and let never 
my blood be required of the king's family.' 

The iniquity of this sentence is very obvious : nay, the king 
himself was so sensible of his good services to him and his in- 
terest, when at the lowest, and of the parliament's severity, 
that, when he got notice of it, he asked with some warmth, 
and what have /you done with Mr Patrick Gillespie ? it was 
answered, that Mr Gillespie had so many friends in the house, 
his life coi4d not be taken. Well, said the king, if I had 
known, you would have spared Mr Gillespie, I would have 
spared Mr Guthrie, But had his majesty knowii his true in- 
terest, he would have put the management of his affairs into 
other hands. 

Mr Guthrie was in a most serene frame all ths time be- 
tween liis sentence and during his execution on the 1st of June. 
t)r Burnet, who was present at his. execution observes, that he 
was so far from shewing any fear, that he . rather expressed a 
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contempt of death; that he spoke an hour upon the ladder, with 
the composedness of one delivering a sermon, rather than his 
.last words. His last speech and testimony is in Naphtali, 
where, among other things becoming a martyr for the cause of 
Christ, he saith, A One thing I would warn you all c vf, that 
> God is — very wroth with Scotland, and threatereUi to de- 

* part and remove his candlestick. The causes of his wralb are 
' 4 many, and would to God it were not one great cause, that 

4 causes of wrath are despised. — Consider the case that is re- 

* corded, Jer. xxxvi. and the consequence of it, and tremble 
4 £.nd fear* I cannot but also say, that there is a great addi- 
4 tion of wrath. 1. By that deluge of profanity that overflow- 
4 eth all the land — in so far that many have lost cot only all 
4 use and exercise of religicn, but even of morality. 2. By 
4 that horrible treachery and perjury that is in the matter of the 
4 covenant and cause of God, and work of reformation. Be 
4 astonished, O yc heavens, at this, Ifc. 3. Horrible ingrati- 
4 tude. The Lord, after ten years oppression-— hath broken the 

* yoke of strangers from off our necks, but-^ihe fruit pf our 

* delivery— ris to work wickedness, and strengthen our hand tp 
4 do evil. . 4. A most cheadful— sacrificing to the creature, 
4 We have changed the glory of the incorruptible God into the 
4 image of a corruptible man, in whom many have placed al- 
4 most all their salvation— and have turned that which might 
4 have been a blessing — into an idol of jealousy, by preferring 
4 it before him. God is also wroth with a generation of car- 
4 nal, corrupt, time-serving ministers. I know, and bear tes- 
4 timony,that in the church of Scotland there is a true and 
4 faithful ministry— and I pray you to honour — these for their 
4 work's sake.— But, oh ! that there were not too many who 
4 mind earthly things, and are enemies to the cross of Jesus 
4 Christ, who push with the side and shoulder, who strenghta* 
► 4 the hands of evil doers, who make themselves transgressors, 

4 by studying tc- buUd agaia what they did formerly warranto 
4 ably destroy, I mean, prelacy, and the ceremonies, and the 
4 service-book* a mystery of iniquity that works amongst us, : 

* whose steps lead into the house of the great whore Babylon, 
4 the mothe* of fprnications : or whosoever else he be that build- 

* eth this Jerichq again, let him. take heed of the curse of Hi el 

* the BetheHle, and of that flying roll threatened, Zech. v. &c— 
4 1 4o bear my witness unto the national covenant of Scotland* 
4 and solemn league and covenant betwixt the three kmg- 
4 doms. — These sacred, solemn, public oaths of God, I be- 

* lieve, can be loosed nor dispensed with by no person, or 
4 party, or power upon earth, but are still binding upon 
4 these kingdoms, and will be for ever hereafter^ and are ra~ 

* tified and sealed by the conversion - of many thousand souk 
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4 since our entering thereinto. I bear my witness, to the pro- 
4 testation against the* controverted assemblies, and the, public 
4 resolutions. — -I take God to record, upon my soul, I would 
4 not exchange this scaffold' with the palace or mitre of the' 

* greatest prelate in Britain. Blessed be God who hath shew- 
4 ed mercy to such a wretch, and has revealed his Son in me, 
4 and made me a minister of the everlasting gospel, and that he 
4 hath deigned, in the midst of much contradiction from Satan 
4 and the world, to seal my ministry upon the hearts of not a 
4 few of his people ; and especially in the station wherein I was 
4 last, I mean the congregation and presbytery of Stirling.-r- 
4 Jesu^ Christ is my light and my life, my righteousness, my 

* strength and my salvation, and all my desire. Him ! O him, 
4 I do with all the strength of my soul commend unto you.— 
i Bless hint) my soul! from henceforth, even for ever J He 
concluded with the words of old Simeon, Now let thy servant 
depart in peace, since mine eyes have seen thy salvation* 

At the same time was executed the above mentioned Wil- 
liam Govan, in some papers called Captain Govan, who was 
reckoned a pious good man. There were different accounts 
of the reasons why the parliament condemned him. In his 
last speech, he says, It was for laying down his arms at Ha- 
milton, as all the company did 5 and takes notice, that he car- 
ried up Montrose's standard through the streets of Edinburgh. 
It was alleged that he was present on the scaffold when King 
Charles I. was beheaded ; but to the conviction of all, he 
proved himself to be elsewhere- His last tpseeh, being omit- 
ted in Naphtali, is inserted by Mr Wodrow in his appendix. 
When he went up the ladder, he said, c Dear friends, pledge 
« this cup of suffering before you sin, as I have done ; for 
" * sin and suffering have been presented to me, and I have 

* chosen, the suffering part.' The rope being about his neck, 
he said, < Now I am near my last, and I desire to reflect on 

* no man ; I would only acquaint you of one thing : the fcom- 

* missioner and I went out to the field together for one cause ; . 
4 1 have now the cbrd about my neck, and he is promoted to 

* b£ his majesty's commissioner, yet for a thousand worlds I 
c would not change lots with him, praise and glory be to 

* Christ for ever/ After he* again prayed a little, he gave 
the sign, and was turned over. He concluded his last speech 
with these words j < I bear witness with my blood to the per- 

* secuted government of this church, in general assemblies, 

* synods, and presbyteries, and also to the protestation against 
4 the public resolutions. I bear witness to the covenants na- 
4 tional and solemn league, and now am to seal them with my 
1 blood. I likewise testify against all popery, prelacy, idola* 
1 try, superstition, and the service book : for I have not taken 
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( q little plains Jn searching out those things, and hate found 
' them to be but. the relics of Romish superstition and idola- 
try, left in King Henry Vlllth's tiItie- , 

Mr Wodrow says it w$s confidently affirmed, that some 
weeks aft^r Mr Guthrie's head had been fixed upon the Neth* 
er-jMW-port, the Commissioner's coach coming down that 
way, several drops x>f bipod fell frbin the head upon the top 
of the coach, which all their art and diligence could not wipe 
off j and that whefi physicians were consultedt whether any 
natural cause could be assigned for such a strange phenome- 
non, they declared they could think of none. This odd inci- 
dent beginning to be talked of, and all methods being tried 
in V&in to wipe the blood off, at last the leather was removed 
and a new cover put on, which indeed was much easier done, 
than to wipe the guilt of this innocent blood from those who 
were accessory to the shedding it. 

. On the 1 5th the proclamation for keeping the 29th of May - 
was published. On the 22d the solemn league and covenant 
was by order of the two houses of the English parliament 
burnt with triumph at London, by the hand of the common 
hangman j and thus' the king's perjury was published in the 
face of the sun. The 29#i of May was observed with the 
.greatest solemnity at Edinburgh $ but it is well known that 
the church of Scotland, since the Reformation, had still vigo- 
rously opposed the observation of anniversary holy-days, even 
though they were set apart in honour of Christ himself, such as. 
Christmas and Easter 5 they could never therefore think of do- 
ing that for their king, which our Saviour did not require to 
be done for himself Besides, this was a most dismal day to 
Scotland* beirjg the triumph of the wicked between the unjust ' 
execution , of A rgyle and Mr Guthrie* v . 

Many worthy ^gentlemen suffered greatly during this session 
of parliament, merely for compliance, which every one was 
obliged to .give during the usurpation. In January the lairds . 
of Arkrnglass and Maccondoclty were forfeited. On.the 1st 
of February, the indictment against the Lord Waris$oun^ , 
William Dunidas, and John Hume, toae read in the house, 
none of them bfing present. , Waristoun was forfeited, and * 
his forfeiture was publicly proclaimed at the crdss of Edin- 
burgh, bv>the heralds, on the 1 3th of May. The indictment u 
was much to the same purpose with that against the Marquis 
of Argyle. On the 22d of February, the laird of Swinton 
was brought before the parliament, and, when his indictment 
was read, had a very accurate and pointed speech in his own 
vindication, which so effectually prevailed upon them, that 
they recommended him to the king as a fit object of his mer- 
£y 5 and, according to Mr Wodrow, the papists at court in- 
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terposed in the quaker's behalf, and he had favpur shewn him, 
-though he had as great a share in joining with the usurper, 
as any man in the Kingdom* Such was the partiality of those 
times ! for little or no favour was shewn to those who had 
been active in the work of reformation, and faithfully adher- 
ed to their principles ; as appears from the treatment several 
eminent ministers and others met with, which I am now to 
relate, beginning with those who were apprehended with Mr 
Guthrie on the 23d of August last Though one or two of 
. them fainted, and, upon making some verbal acknowledge- 
ments, were permitted to retire to their own habitation^, yet 
others suffered greatly for their faithfulness, particularly Mr 
Alexander Moncrieffand Mr Robert Trail. 

During the usurpation, Mr Alexander Moncrieff, minister 
at Scoonie in Fife, endured much persecution for his attach- 
ment to the royal family. He was then hunted as a partridge 
upon the mountains, and suffered imprisonment for praying 
for the king ; but aH the return he had, was to be apprehend* 
ed when petitioning according to law. He had his indict- 
ment given him about the same time with Mr Guthrie. No 
solicitations could move him to retract his principles, though 
his life was in danger; and when the Earl of Athok and 
others told hi$ wife that it was impossible to save his lifej if 
he did not recede from some things, this excellent woman an- 
swered, c That they all knew she was happy in a good hus-» 

• band; that she had great affection to him, and many chil- 
f dren ; yet she knew him to be so stedfast in his principles, 

% ' where his conscience was concerned, that no body needed 
< to deal with him upon that head; for her part, before she 
' would contribute any thing that would break his peace with 

* his Master, she would rather chuse to receive his head at 
: «' the cross/ However, providence so over-ruled this affair, 

that hrs life was spared *, but then he was declared to be for 
ever incapable of exercising any public trust, civil or ecclesi- 
astical, and discharged from going to his parish ; and all this 
for Owning his accession to the remonstrance and causes of 
God's wrath. Many were the hardships he underwent, and 
as many the preservations he met with after this., as we shall 
delate. ' 

About the beginning of March, Mr Robert Trail, Mr 
John Stirling, and other ministers were before the lords of 
the articles : but it seems none of them were brought before 
the parliament except Mr Trail, who was indicted for high 
treason, for being concerned in the remonstrance 1650, in the 
book of the causes of God's wrath, in the supplication of 
August last, and in the imperfect scroll of a letter and instruc- 
tions which were found at that meeting. 
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Mr Trail! as appears from his speech in the house, >vaS one 
of those who declared gainst the tender, when imposed in 
the time of the usurpation, and always endeavoured to keep 
in mind that great precept, Fear Gdd> and honour ike king. 
As to the remonstrance, he told them, * That he was neither 
at the contriving nor presenting of it \ that he was at that 
time besieged in the Castle of Edinburgh, by the unjust in- 
vaders of die land. That he run a very great hasard, by & 
dangerous wound he received in the defence of his king and 
country. As to the book of the causes of God's wratn, be 
owned that he was present at that meeting when those 
things were spoke of, and confessed, and mourned for* and 
prayed against ? but he could not see that this was either 
treasonable or seditious. As to what is said in the book* fcf 
closing a treaty with the king, idler he had given such evi- 
dences of his disaffection and enmity jte the work of. God, 
he said, That he never denied his majesty's just right and 
tide to these kingdoms, but always acknowledged him to be 
the only righteous heir : but that fye thought there was not 
care enough taken to get hitia brdnght off froih his preju- 
dices against the work of reformation.— The next article in 
that book, concerning taking malign&nts into the army and 
judicatories, he said, There is nothing asserted there, but 
what is consonant to the word of God* and the received 
doctrine of this church,— For, if it be sL commanded duty 
to put into places of tru^t afcd power, men fearing God, 
men of truth, and hating covetousngss, then the neglect 
thereof must Hate a sin, and so a cause of wriafh. As to thfe 
supplication in August last, he said he most cheerfully sub*- , 
scribed it, as a testimony of his loyalty to his king, and of 
hte ardent desire to have wrath Kept from- hfe throne and 
dominions) by a humble minding him of the sacred ties of 
the covenant, aoad by earnestly srappHcatmg hin* to waft: ae* 
Cording to them both in his court and family* and in the 
government of his kingdoms*— As tk> the imperfect scroll of 
a letter and instructions found in th^ir meeting, h# acknow- 
ledged they were intended torbe sent to sows of their breth- 
ren, in* auothei* part of the country, for procuring thei* sub* 
cription to thei* petition, without tie least thought erf distojv 

This is the sum and: substance of his defence - r &dm which* 
it planly appears how unjustly he and others were atrthat 
time charged with treason. Whether the parliament passed 
any sentence against him at this time, my author dim not. 
say ; only it appears that he was in prison after the sesew* 
was ever. 

2 
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Mr John Murray, minister at Methven, who was at the- 
meeting in August last, was likewise charged with high trea- 
son ; but what the issue of the process was is not known. 

But the ministers who were apprehended in August last 
were not the only sufferers during this session ; for Mr James 
Simpson, minister at Airth, who had been apprehended at 
Port-pdtrick, after a copy of his indictment was sent to him 
•to answer in prison, was, by this parliament, banished the 
Jcing's dominions, without being allowed a hearing, or so much 
as being summoned before them. He died in Holland, and 
so had the same fate with the Rev. Mr Macward, whose sin- 
gular case I am now briefly to relate. 

Mr Robert Macward, minister at Glasgow, was remark* 
Able for his learning, zeal,* and other ministerial abilities. 
This good man observing the design of the managers, to over- 
turn tee whole covenanted work of reformation, in February 
Save a faithful and seasonable testimony against the glaring 
efections of the times, in an excellent sermon in the Tron- 
church of Glasgow, from Amos iii. 2. He concluded his 
sermon with these words : « As for my own part, as. a poor 
« member of this church of Scotland, and an unworthy mini- 

* ster in it, I do this day call you, who are the people of God, 
« to witness that I humbly offer my dissent to all acts which 
< are, or shall be passed against the covenants, and work of 

* reformation in Scotland f And, 2. protest that I am desi- 
4 rous to be free pf the gujlt thereof, and pray that God may 
c put it upon record in heaven.' This sermon, especially this 
conclusion of it, made great noise, and therefore he was 
brought into Edinburgh under a guard, and committed to 
prison, and soon after had an indictment given him by his 
majesty's advocate, for sedition and treasonable preaching* 

When he was before the parliament, June 6th, he. deliver- 
ed himself. with great eloquence and judgment, as his very 
enemies acknowledged ; and among other things, said, ' I 

* humbly desire it may be considered, that a ministerial pro- 

* testation against, or dissent from any act, or acts, which a 
4 minister knows, and is convinced to be contrary to the word 

4 of God, is not a legal impugnation of that or those acts, , 
« much less pf the authority enacting them, which it doth ra- 
« ther pre-suppose, than deny or impugn $ but it is a solemn 

* and serious attested declaration or witness and testimony 

* against the evil and iniquity of these things ; which, by the 
* word of God, is a ^warrantable practice, and here, and at 
' this time, a necessary duty : and for which way of protest- 
< trig or testifying, or witnessing, a minister hath the prophets 
« a pattern for his imitation, as is clear, 1 Sam. viii. 9. HxWr 
4 beit>yet protest solemnly unto ihem^ mnd shew tiem tht manner 
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* 'of the king that shall reign over them. Where the Lord, to 
'"signify his great resentment and dislike at the. people^ 
course and carriage towards him, commands the prophet, < 
-in his name, to protest against their procedure. Howbeit, 
yet protest solemnly unto them, saith he, or, as thje words 
are rendered on the margin of our Bible, Notwithstand- 
ing* when thou hast protested solemnly against them, &a> 
which reading seems nest to agree, both with the scope, and' 
what is said verse 19. It is dear also, Jer. xi. 7. when the 
Lord sums up all his serious exhortations to obey hia voice, 
^and all his sharp expostulations for not obeying his voice,* 
and keeping his covenant, in this very term of protesting- 
earnestly : JFbr I earnestly protested unto your fathers in the 
day, fyc. rising up early, and protesting, saying, Obey my 
voice. So that my protestation, testimony and dissent, not 
-being without a precedent practice in the prophets, and so 
not without divine precept, cannot be called, nor ought to 
be accounted a contravention of the acts libelled in the in- 
dictment ; neither can I, for this, come under the lash of 
the law, unless it be said and asserted, which I know will 
be denied with abhorrence and detestation, that these acts 
do discharge, under pain of treason, what God the supreme 
lawgiver crofmands his servants to do, under pain of his 
displeasure, as they would not, by their unfaithful silence, 
lose (heir own, and betray the souls of others ; so that, take 
the word protesting, in the scripture sense, for solemn de- 
claring and witnessing against sin, and for duty, in which 
sense alone I take it, it will not be liable to any just excep- 
tion — there being nothing more frequent in the word, than 
such protesting, declaring, and witnessing against sift, apd 
for duty. — And besides it will not a little contribute to r^ 
move what matter of offence is taken qt the planner pf my 
testimony, because in the term of dissenting, and protesting, 
if it be considered, .that all the reformed churches of Christ 
this day have their denomination and distinction from the 
church of Rome, from a solefnn public protestation against 
the decree which was made by Charles Y. and the estates 
of the empire at , annp- — — , in prejudice to religion 

and reformation, though I dp not plead a perfect parallel 
between this and that. 
€ As to the matter of my protestation — My practice seems 
neither contrary to reason nor religion, but consonant to 
both ; it be^ng corattioqly taken as a principle, rather than 
tossed as a problem, thrat where there is a jus quxshum 
domino, it is competent, incumbent and necessary, for the 
servant and ambassador, in the behalf and interest of his 
lord and master, to dissent from, and protest against aH 
acts made to the prejudice of that right But so it is, that 
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* there was a right acquired to the Lord my master, whose 
V servant awd ambassador I am, though most unworthy, to 

* wit, the confirmation civil of those xovenants and vows, 

* made to and with him, for reformation in this church, ac- 
.« cording to his will revealed in his word, and the obligation 
> civil ofthe lieges thereiinto, by the interposition ef civil au- 
« thority : therefore! humbly conceive, that as a right eannot, 
Vat least ought net, to be taken away in prejudice to a third 
« party, so far less in things concerning the Lord, and his in- 

< tereste, the public faith of the kingdom being engaged to 
f God to promote and secure that : so that in this case, for 
« me to have protested for my Master's interests, to whom 

< there was civil right made, and to dissent from all acts pre- 

* judicial to the same, will, J hope, be thought to be the duty 

< ofthe man who desires to approve himself to God, and who 

* expects, in the day of his accounts, the approbation of Well 

* done, geod and faithful servant? 

Mr Sharp and his friends resolved now to be rid, as much 
as possible, ofthe most eminent of the presbyterian ministers, 
and therefore Mr Macward was banished •> however he was 
allowed to continue six months in the nation, one of which 
only in Glasgow, and had power given him to receive the 
following year's stipend at his departure. Accordingly he 
submitted to the sentence, and transported himself and family 
to Rotterdam ; where, upon the death ofthe Rev. Alexander 
Petrie, (the author of a compendious history nf the Catholic 
church, from the 600, to 1600, printed at the Hague 1662,) 
he became minister of the Scots congregation there, where 
he wrote a history of this church, during his own time, which 
if k had been published, and not concealed by the inconside- 
rate or ill designing custodier thereof, might have been of very 
singular use, and superseded all other histories for thai time* 
He died about twenty years after this, having been eminently 
useful in Ws day and generation, 

T\\m ^hc aets of this parliament were sealed with blood, 
and wjth the many tears of numbers, who had their beloved 
pastors violently taken from them and banished into foreign 
countries, and that merely for the testimony of a good con- 
science. JSjit that the reader may have another proof of th§ 
partiality of , this parliament, I cannot omit the case of Mr 
Patrick 'GiUespie.* 

He was first minister of the town, and principal of the 
college of Glasgow, a man of great learning, solidity, and 
piety. It is plain that he made great compliances with Croml 
>rell during the usurpation, and therefore we need not bp 
^surprised that he was prosecuted by the present managers, 
when so many, who krtd firmly adhered to the king's interest, 
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were so ingratefiilly used. Besides, he was against the public 
resolutions, and had no small share in the western remon- 
strance. We took notice of his imprisonment last year. On 
the 6th of March this year, he was brought before the parlia- 
ment, and his indictment was read, containing his compiling 
and subscribing the western remonstance, his consenting to 
the^pamphlet called, The causes of God's of wrath, his constant 
correspondence with Cromwell, &c. But he had friends in 
the house, and favour was shewn him. It must indeed be 
owned that he sadly departed from his former testimony j for 
he acknowledged * he had given offence to his majesty oy the 
( remonstrance, and otherwise, which he now was sorry for, 
* and did disclaim, and therefore cast himself upon the kings 
< mercy, &c.' The parliament, upon this, interceeded for 
him, and in a little time he was taken out of prison, but con- 
fined to Ormiston and six miles round it. His acknowledge- 
ment gave just oflence to many, who looked uppn it as an in* 
stance of great fainting, in a person of his forwardness, zeal 
and activity in former years. 

The parliament rose on the 12th of July, after which the 
management of affairs were lodged in the hands of the coun- 
cil. On the last day of July their acts were proclaimed, with 
great solemnity, at the cross of Edinburgh. During all this 
session, there was not the Jeast motion made for an act of in- 
demnity i the secret whereof according to Bishop Burnet, 
was this, that, since diocesan episcopacy was to be set up, and 
as those who were most like to joppose it were, on other ac- 
counts, obnoxious, it was thought best to keep them under' 
that fear, till the change should be made. 

I shall conclude this chapter with some account of the great 

. Mr Rutherford, who died about the end of March this year, 

and may very justly come in among the sufferers during this 

session of parliament, for he was certainly a martyr, both in 

his own resolution, and in the design of the managers. 

This pious and learned, diligent and faithful minister of 
Christ, was a gentleman by extraction, and gave early proofs 
of his great abilities ; for, when he was very young, he was 
pitched upon for a profession of philosophy in the college of 
Edinburgh > where he was educated. Froin jhencchp.was 
called to the ministry at Anwoth, and entered on that cbargp, 
by the means of the then Viscount of Kenmure, without pois- 
ing under any engagement to the prelate. There he E*fcK}u/*\ 
ed with great diligence and much success, and there he wi;qte J 
his Exercitationes apologetic^. 

The prelates were so heterodpx, as to accuse him for writ- 
ing that book, and so apostatized, as to find fault with him for 
preaching against the sins of the Jand. JJe was summoned 
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before the high commission-court 16$6 9 and upon declining 
its authority, as none of the courts of Christ, was deposed 
from his ministry, and sent prisoner to Aberdeen ; where, 
says my author, the doctors found, to their confusion, that 
the Puritans w^re clergymen as well as they* It was from 
thence that he wrote many of bis admirable letters to bis 
friends. 

Upon the great turn of affairs 1638, he was restored to bis 
former charge at Anwoth, and soon after appointed professor 
of divinity at St Andrews by the general assembly. He was 
likewise dalled to be colleague in the ministry with the Worthy 
Mr Blair. And by the indefatigable pains of Mr Rather-' 
ford, both teaching in the schools, and preaching in the eon* 
gregation, St Andrews, the seat of the archbishop, and so 

s the nursery of all superstition, error and profaneness, soon 
became, as my author expresses it, a Lebanon, out of which 
wei'e taken cedars for building the house of God through the 

, tohole land. 

. He was one of the commissioners sent by the general a»* 
sembly of the church of Scotland to the assembly of divines 
at Westminster, where he was held in great reputation. In 
the year 1651, upon the death of th.e learned Mr Dematiu*, 
the magistrates of Utrecht being abundantly satisfied as to 
the learning, piety, and zeal, <rf this great man, invited him 
to the divinity ch&ir there. Bi*t he chose rather to suffer Af- 
fliction, in hi§ own country, than to leave his flock and charge 
in time of danger. And therefore he continued at hpme till 
thejr day of his death, . ', 

The parliament this year 1661 , were to have an indictment 
laid before them against this emipent person $ for after his 
book) Lex jjfer, had Been ordered to be burnt at the cross of 
Edinburgh, and jtt the gate of the new college of St Andrews, 
where he was divinity professor ; they most barbarously or- 

. dered him to be summoned befpre them, to answer to & 
charge of high-treason, though every body knew he was then 
in a dying condition ; but, says Mr Wodrow, he had a higher 

. tribunal to ' appear before, where his judge was his friend. 
Accordingly he died on the 29th of March, the very day be- 
fore the act recissory was passed, and so was taken away from 
tWdvil to coffie. * ;t i? , " t 

Some of his last words are these, « I shall shine, I shall 

* see him as he is, and all ; the fair company with him, and 
; * shall have my large share. It is no easy thing to be*a Chris- 

' tian ; but, as for me, I have got the victory, and Christ is 

* holding forth his arnfs to embrace me. ; X have had my 
< fears and faintings, as another sinful man, to be carried 
' through creditably 5 but as sure as- ever he spoke to me in 
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« iris word, his Spirit witnessed to my heart, saying, Fear not p 

. * he hath accepted my suffering, and the out-gate should not 

} be matter of prayer but of praise/ He said also, Thy word 

< was found, and 1 did eat it, and it was to me the joy and 
« rejoicing^-of my heart.' A little before his death, after some 
fainting, he said, « Now I feel, I believe, I enjoy, I rejoice.' 
Turning to his colleague Mr Blair, he said, < I feed ort 

* manna, I have arigels food, mine eyes shall see my Redeem* 

< er. I know that he shall stand, at the latter day, upon the 
"* earth, and I shalFbe caught up in the clouds to meet him in 

« the air/ Afterwards he had these words, < I sleep in Christ, 

* and when I awake I shall be satisfied with his likefcess. O 

* for arms to embrace him !' And to one speaking of his 
painfulness in the ministry, he, cried out, * I disclaim all, the 

* port I would be in at, is redemption and forgiveness of 
« sins through his blood,* His last words were, < Glory, glory, 

* dweHeth in ImmanuePs land/ He regretted, when near his 
end, that he had not the honour of giving a public testimony 
to the work of reformation since the year 1638, and against 
the lamentable defections of the present times. , 

Thus lived the great Mr Rutherford a life of communion 
with God, and died in full assurance. The letters which he 
left behind him discover what manner of spirit he was of; 
•and, however, they are the ridicule of the graceless and pro- 
fane, like pearls before swine, yet they breathe an uncommon 
spirit of piety and seraphic love to his Lord and Master, and 
are much calculated for the support, encouragement and corn* 
fort of serious Christians, under their sorest afflictions. 

CHAP. III. 

Of the proceedings of ike Council and the regal erection of 
N Prelacy , together with the Sufferings of Gentlemen and. Mi* 
. nisters during the rest of the year* 

» fT^HE^day after the parliament rose, his majesty's privy 
•*• council met at Holyrood-bouse. The following is a list 
of them, the Earl of Glencairn, chancellor, Earl of Crawford, 
treasurer, Earl of Rothes president of the council, the Dttkes 
of Lenox and Haipiltoif, the Marquis of Montrbse, Earls Lau- 
derdale, secretary, Errol, MarschaJ, Mar, Athole, Mortoun, 
Egltnton, Cassife, Caithness, Murray, Linlithgow, Hume, 
Perth, Dunfermline, Wigtown, Kelly, Roxburgh, Hadding» 
ton, Tullibardin, Weems, Soutbesk, Hartfield, Callender, 
Tweeddale, Midcfleton, Dupdce, Newburgh, Lords Sinclair, 
Halkertoun, Duftus, Sir Archibald Primerose, Sir John 
Jletcjier, Sir William Bannantyne, Sir Robert Murray, Sir 
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John Gilroour of Craigmillar, Sir William Fleming, laird of 
Blackball, Sir- John Wauchope of Niddrie, knight, Gibson of 
Durie, Sir George Kinnaird of Rossie, Alexander Bruce 
brother to the Earl pf Kincairdin, and Sir William Scot of 
Airdie. After the public reading of their commission, and 
their powers, all present took the oath of allegiance, formerly 
mentioned, and then the oath of council. They had now the 
whole executive power in their hands, and accordingly, at 
their first meeting, they ordered the citadels built by the Eng- 
lish, during the usurpation, to be demolished. — But as the 
point of the greatest importance, at that time, was the getting 
prelacy established — I shall first give some account of that 
matter. • » 

We have seen how the parliament, by their 6th act, put 
the whole power, as to churcn affairs, into the king's hands, 
by which he was to settle the ecclesiastical government, as he 
thought most proper ; but then the parliament had by no act 
n& yet established prelacy, consequently it does not appear to , 
have any proper parliamentary settlement in Scotland, but to 
be brought in by a mere act of the king's prerogative, as we 
shall presently see. 

When the parliament was up, Middleton and the courtiers 
, repaired with all speed to London, and, when they had the 
govcrnmentof the church of Scotland undertheir consideration, 
the commissioner and chancellor were strenuously for bishops 
.Lauderdale, Crawford and Duke Hamilton, for some tune 
opposed them. < The Earl of Middleton, says Burnet, assured 
the king, that episcopacy was desired by the greater and ho- 
nester part of the nation. One synod had as good as peti- 
tioned for it : and many others wished for it, though the 
share they had in the late wars made them think it was not 
fit or decent for them to move for it. hharp assured the king, 
that none but the protestors, of whom he had a very bad opi- 
nion, were against it : and that, of the resolutioners, there 
would not be found twenty that would oppose it.-— On the 
other hand, the Earl of Lauderdale, and all his friends, assur- 
ed the king, that the national prejudices against it were still 
very strong, that those who seemed zealous for it ran into it 
only as ft method to procure favour, but that those who were 
against it would be found stiff and eager in their, opposite 
to it 5 that, by setting it up, the king would lose the affections 
of the nation, and that the supporting it would grow a heavy 
JLaad on his government •,' which indeed came to pass. The 
bishop farther ohi-erves,, « that upon this diversity of opinion, 
the thing having been proposed in a Scots council at White- 
hall, the Earl of Crawford declared himself against it, but the 
£arl of Lauderdale, Duke Hamilton and Sir Rpberi HnnV 

* , t 
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were only for delaying till the king should be better satisfied 
concerning the inclinations of the nation. AU the rest were 
for the change/ 

These debates are said to have lasted for some days, and 
that here the foundation of discord was laid between Middle- 
ton and Lauderdale, which issued in the ruin of the former* 
A little after the chancellor, in a conversation with Lauder- 
dale, desired him not to mistake his conduct in that affair, 
'for he was not for lordly prelates, such, as had been formerly 
in Scotland, but only for a limited, sober and n^pderate Epis- 
copacy. To which Lauderdale is said to have replied, < My 
< lord, since you ar^e for bishops, and must have them, bt- 

* shops you snail have, and higher than ever they were in 

* Scotland, and that you shall find/ It bt*ing thus agreed to 
alter the government of the church of Scotland, a letter was 
sent from his majesty to the privy-council there, declaring 
his royal pleasure to have Episcopacy established in this an- 
cient kingdom. He did not deinand their advice upon it, 
says Bishop Burnet, but even required thoir obedience to it, 
as appears from the letter itself, which is as follows. 

CHARLES R. 

RIGHT trusty and well beloved cousins and counsel- 
lors, we greet you well. Whereas in the month of 
August 1660, we did by our letter to the presbytery of 
Edinburgh, declare our purpose to maintain the government 
of the church of Scotland settled by law 5 and our parlia- 
ment having, since that time, not only rescinded all the acts 
since 'the troubles began referring to that government, but 
nlso declared all those pretended parliaments null and void, * 
and left to Us the settling and securing of church govern- 
ment : therefore, in compliance with that act rectssory, ac- 
cording to our late proclamation, dated at Whitehall the 
10th of June, and in contemplation of the inconveniencies 
from the church-government, as it hath been exercised these 
twenty-three years past, of the unsuitableness thereof to our 
monarchial estate, of the sadly experienced confusions whicft 
have been caused, during the late troubles, by the violences 
done to our royal prerogative, and to the government, civil 
and ecclesiastical, settled by unquestionable authority, we, 
from our respect to the glory of God, and the good and in- 
terest of t> 3 Protestant religion, from our pious care and 
princely zeal for the order, unity, peace, and stability of that 
church, and its better harmony with the government of the 
churches of England and Ireland, have, after mature deli- 
beration, declared to those of bur council here our firm re- 
soluti&a to interpose our royal authority for restoring of 
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that church to its right government by bishops, as it iJrks by 
law, before the late troubles, during the reigns of our royal 
-father and grandfather, of blessed memory, and as it now 
stands settled by law. Of this otlr royal pleasure, concern- 
ing church-government, you are to take notice, and to 
make intimation thereof in such a way and manner as you 
shaH judge most expedient and effectual. And we require 
you and every one of you, and do expect, according to the 
trust and confidence we have in your affections and duty 
to our scrvi«r, that you will be careful to use your best en- 
deavours for curing the distempers contracted during those 
late evil times, for uniting our good subjects ampng them- 
seiyes, and bringing them all to a cheerful acquiescing and 
obedience to our sovereign authority, which we will employ/ 
by the help of God, for the maintaining and defending the 
true reformed religion, increase of piety, and the settlement 
and security of that church in her rights and liberties, ac- 
cording to law and ancient custom. And> in order thereto, 
our will is, that you forthwith take such course with the 
rents, belonging to the several bishoprics, and deanries, that 
they may be restored and made useful to the church, and 
that according to justice and the standing law. And, more- 
over, you are to inhibit the assembling of ministers in their 
several synodical meetings through the kingdom, until our 
farther pleasure, and to keep a watchful eye over all who, 
upon any pretext whatsoever, shall, by discoursing, preach- 
ing, reviling, or any irregular or unlawful way, endeavour 
to alienate the affections of our people, or dispose them to 
an ill opinion of us and our government, to the disturbance 
of the peace of the kingdom. So, expecting your cheer- 
ful obedience, and a speedy account of your proceeding* 
herein, we bid you heartily farewell. Given at our court at 
Whitehall, August the 14th, 1661, and of pur reign the 13th 
year. 

< By his Majesty's command. 

< LAUDERDALE.* 

On the last of August, the Earls of Glencairn and Rothes* 
with Mr Sharp, returned from court ; and next council dayi 
September 5. the lord-chancellor presented his majesty's 
letter, which being read, the clerk w^s ordered to draw up 
an act in obedience thereunto to be proclaimed and made 
known to all the lieges. Accordingly next day the draught 
was presented and approved of, and proclaimed over the 
cross, with great solemnity, by the lyon king at arms, with all 
the trumpets and the magistrates of Edinburgh in their robe* 
This act of council is the echo of his majesty's letter. The 
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council, the same day, ordered a just copy of their aqt and 
proclamation' to be transmitted tb the king; for which his 
majesty returned them his thanks. And thug prelacy was 
again brought into Scotland ; from which I cannot Jtmt make 
the following remarks. 

As his majesty's letter and the council's-, act and proclama» 
tion in consequence of it, was the foundation upon which pre- 
Jacy was at this time established, so it is apparent, 1. That the 
king intended to deceive the ministers of the. church of Scot- 
land, by his letter to the presbytery of Edinburgh, whcreiii 
he declared his resolution tb protect and preserve the govern- 
ment of that church, as it, is settled by law j for in his last 
letter, these words, as it is, are artfully omitted, that there 
might be a fairer pretence for introducing bishops, upon that 
very ground which so many took to be an assurance given 
gainst them. When his majesty wrote to the presbytery of 
Edinburgh; prelacy stood abolished, and presbyterian govern- 
ment established by \a\f 9 and the king's solemn oath was en- 
gaged to preserve the same inviolable. But, 2. It is apparent* 
that prelacy, in Scotland, was now restored entirely by vir- 
tue of the reg$l supremacy, of which the king was so tender, 
that he neither advised with his council, nor sought their 
consent, but required them to publish his pleasure in this 
point ; for, though the parliament had rescinded all the acta 
.passed since the year 1633, yet, they had by no act as yet, 
established diocesan Episcopacy ; only the king interposed 
his authority for restoring that church to its right government 
by bishops, as it was by Ja>v before the late troubles > so that 
prelacy was one of the first fruits of absolute and arbitrary 
power. 3. The reasons given for this remarkable change 
were absolutely false. Inconveniencies" q.re first mentioned, 
though not one instance is given. It is plain that profane, 
ness was greatly suppressed, piety flourished, and many were 
converted, while the church of Scotland enjoyed her just and 
lawful liberties ; and, perhaps, these were looked upon as in* 
conveniencies by the present managers. It is also alleged^ 
that presbytery, though never named, was unsuitable to his mo * 
narchical.es]tate. Ho\y soon had his majesty forgot that th(? 
Presbyterians stood by hini during his exile, and that they 
restored him to his crown ! The confusions of the late times 
.are also most unjustly laid to their charge, sinpe they were a_L 
fpost the only .body in the three Jdngdoms that stood out 
Against Cromwell. And though his majesty pretended he was 
How moved from a regard to the glory of God* who, that obr 
jserve him now interposing his royal authority for overturning 
that constitution, which upon his knees, and with his hands 
Jifted up to heaven, he swore to maintain onlv a few vears be- 
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* fore, can give the smallest credit to his pretences ? For indeed 
he stuck at nothing. But, not to trouble the reader with any 
farther remarks, * * 

Prelacy being thus restored by the royal authority, the next 
thing under consideration was to have bishops appointed and 
consecrated. Sheldon and the English bishops had an aver- 
sion to all that had been engaged in the Covenant. Mr 
^Thomas Sideserfe was the only man now alive of the old bi- 
shop, and at this time expected to be advanced to the pri- 
macy of Scotland. But he had so disgusted the English 
bishops, that they did not espouse his interest, though they 
were much against a set of Presbyterian bishops. This aSeet- 
ed Sharp sensibly : so he laid the matter before the Earl of 
Clarendon, and managed matters with so much art and dis- 
simulation, that he got the archbishopric of St Andrews se- 
cured to himself, and was ordered to find out proper men for 
filling up the other sees. The choice were, 

Mr James Sharp metropolitan, a monster of hypocrisy, 
perjury, and vileness. He took the tender ; made such a 
, proposal to Cromwell, that he publicjy declared him to be an 
atheist ; was base with one Isobel Lindsay, as she publicly 
declared to his face, and had a share in the murder of the 
poor infant He betrayed the church of Scotland, and per- 
secuted the true members of it. In a word, his wicked afld 
cruel life, and the death he deservedly met with, woald make 
a black and dismal story. ■ t 

Mr Andrew Fairfoul was made archbishop of Glasgow, a 
man of some learning and neat expression, bwt never esteem- 
ed serious. Burnet says, he was a pleasant fecetious man ; 
insinuating and crafty; a better physician than divine; 
that his lire was scare free from scandal, and was eminent in 
nothing that belonged to his own function. He had both 
sworn the covenant, and persuaded others to do it; and, 
when it was objected to him, heboid, That there were some 
very good medicines that could not be chewed, but were to 
be swallowed. 

The persons who filled up the other bishoprics, were Mr 
George Wishart of Edinburgh, Mr Sideserfe of Orkney, Mr 
David Mitchell of Aberdeen, but did not enjoy it a foil year. 
Mr James Hamilton of Galloway *, Mr Robert Wallace of 
the Isles, Mr David Fletcher of Argyle, Mr George Halibur- 
tor\ of Dunkeld, Mr Patriek Forbes of Caithness, Mr David 
Strachan of Brechen, Mr John Paterson of Ross, Mr Mih> 

* Burnet fays of Mr Hamilton, that when he formerly gave the fccramenti 
he excommunicated all who were not true to the covenant, using a form in the 
CM Testament of shaking out the lap of his gown, saying, So did he cast out of 
the church 'and communion, all that eUak falsely in the ccv naft. 
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tJofch Mackenzie of Moray, and Mr Robert Leighton of 
Dumbkin. To this last Burnet gives the most excellent 
character that can be met with amongst then 5 and he wa* 
certainly the best of any of the bishops nominated ; but he 
was judged by many to be void of any doctrinal principles ; 
and his close correspondence with some of his relations at 
Doway in popish orders, made him suspected as indifferent 
to all professions which bear the name of Christian. It was 
the remark of a countryman, « That the bishops of England, 
« were like the kings of Judab, some good, some bad; but 

* the prelates in Scotland wer6 like the kings of Israel, not 

* one of them good, but all followers of Jeroboam the son of 

* Nebat, who made Israel to sin.' 

There were four of those who were appointed to be bishops 
at this lime in London, to wit, Sharps Fairfoul, Hamilton, 
and Leighton. * The English bishops, fihdin'g that Sharp 

* and Leighton had not episcopal ordination as priests and 
4 deacons, the* other two having been ordained by bishops be- 
« fore the wars, insisted that they should be ordained first 
« deacons and then priests. Sharp was very uneasy at this* 
1 and reminded' them of what had happened when King 

* James had set up episcopacy, who declared, That he thought 
1 such a practice went too far towards the unchurching all 
< those who had no bishops amongst them : but the bishops 
« were positive in the point, and would not dispense with it, 
c and the others at last yielded j* which, says Mr Wodrow^ 
made the bishop of London tell Sharp, when he came to &Q-? 
quaint him with their consent tore-ordination, that it was the 
Scots fashson to scruple at every thing, and, tp swallpw any 
thing. And though this was an unjust and invidious reflec- 
tion, yet these persons were justly reproved j, for one of them * 
frankly declared he would be oraained, re-ordained, and re- 
ordained again, if it was insisted upon. Accoi»dipgly Sharp 
and Leighton were privately ordained deacons and priests, 
and then all^the four were consecrated publicly in the abbey 
of Westminster, before a great confluence of Scots and Eng- 
Bsb nobility, in -December that year.* The ceremony was 
performed in all the modes of the English church. 

'I hough the Scots bishops, by submitting to a fresh ordi- 
nation as Presbyters, declared tliaj they looked upon presby- 
terial ordination as invalid, yet if is plain their after-conduct 
was inconsistent with this principle 5 for, when they returned 
to Scotland, and entered upon their episcopal function, they 
rerordained none of those ministers who complied with them * K 
and consequently, according to their own principles, thesq 
were no lawful ministers, since thoy had not prelatieal ordina- 
tion. It must therefore be left wi(h the reader to determine, 
1 ' 
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whether they could be justified in persecuting' tho$e" people 
who would not submit to those compliers, when, according to 
their own principles, they were not lawful ministers. It is in 
vain to allege that the bishop's allowance was equivalent to 
ordination by the imposition of hands ; for, if thot was the 
case, why were they themselves re-ordained by the imposition 
of hands, to the scandal of all the reformed churches i The 

- party may answer this the best w&y they can. * 

Leightoti told Df Burnet, that, in the whole progress of 
this affair, there appeared such gross characters of an angry 
providence, that, how fully soever he was satisfied as to, epis- 
copacy itself, yet it seemed that God was against them, and 
that they were not like to be the men that should build up 
his church, so that the struggling about it seemed to lam like 
a fighting against God — He that had the greatest hand in it 
proceeded with so much dissimulation, and the rest of the or- 
der were so mean, so selfish* and the Earl of Middleton, with 
the other secular men that conducted it, were so openly im- 
pious and virfoqs, that it did cast a reproach upon every thing 
relating to religion to see it managed by such instruments. 

It is now proper that we return to the proceedings of the 
privy^couqcil, before whom we shall find a remarkable pro* 
cess, in the month of September, relating to the Earl of 
Tweeddale. It seems the court was informed, that, when the 
process was depending before the parliament against Mr 
Guthrie* his lordship spake in favour of that gentleman. 
This was accounted such a crime, that hist majesty sent a let* 
ter to the council, dated the 7th of September, ordering them 
to commit the Earl to the Castle of Edinburgh, which was 
executed on the 13th. On the 17th his lordship petitioned 
the council, to interpose either for his enlargement, or that 
his imprisonment might be changed to a confinement to his 
house at Bothams Accordingly they wrote to the secretary, 
and inclosed his petition, find signified, that, in the late meet- 
ing of council, when the matter of church government was 
before them, the Earl had heartily complied with his majesty's 
commands, behaving himself as a faithful Counsellor and loyal 
subject. On the first of October t\jro letters from the secre- 
tary were read in council, recommending them to examine 
his lordship's conduct at the later -vote in parliament which 
condemned Mr Guthrie* and to confine him to Bothams, and 
three miles round* till farther orders. Upon this a Commit- 
tee of the council was appointed, to whom he gave in a decla- 

' ration, signifying, 1. That there were some circumstances in 
Mr Guthrie s case, that inclined him to vote for some other 
punishment than death. 2. That he did not remember his 
Vote rejatitig to the petition and instructions. 3* That ftav- 

3 

f 
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ing heard the process relating to the petition and instructions. 
3. That having heard the process relating to the declinature 
read but once, and it being the first criminal process h$ was 
ever witness to, he therefore declined to vote in that article. 
Upon producing this declaration the Earl was discharged 
from the Castle, but confined to his own house at Bothams*, 
and three miles round, and ordered to find bail, under the 
penalty of 100,000 merks Sdots, for his appearance, or re* 
turning to the Casde, when his majesty or the council should 
see proper. And though afterwards his conflnemeut was ta- 
ken off, yet from this process the reader canhot but see d ma- 
nifest incroachnient on the freedom of parliament 5 for this 
was the only thing thai was laid to his charge. 

On the 18th of September the council agreed to a procla- 
mation, discharging the electing of any person to be Magis- 
trate or counsellor within any burgh, except such as were of 
known loyalty and affection to his majesty's government, qua- 
lified as is expressed in the laje acts of parliament j and othefrs ' 
made for that effect, and whose carriage during the late 
troubles, has been no evidence to the contrary. The design 
of this proclamation was to exclude all presbyterians, and. 
such as were not hearty for bishops and the king's arbitrary 
power, from any management of burghs, and to entirely sub- 
ject the royal burghs to the yoke of the courtiers. 

On the 7th of November, information being given that 
Greorge Swinton and James Glen, booksellers in Edinburgh, 
have ordered to be printed several seditious and^scaftdalous 
books and papers, such as Archibald Campbell's speeeh, 
Guthrie's speech, the Covenant's plea, &e. it was ordered by 
the council, that the Lord Advocate and Provost of Edin- 
burgh seize upon these books and papers, and discharge the 
above and other booksellers to print &ny more books or pa- 
pers, till they received warrant from the king, parliament, or 
council. And thus the liberty of the press was effectually ta- 
ken away: for the conduct of these managers could by no 
means btear such a public scrutiny. 

During these things, the Rev< Mr Robert Blair, minister 
at St Andrews, was ordered, upon some information or 
other, where Sharp took care to keep himself behind th£ cur- 
tain, on accoiint of particular obligations he was under to this 
Worthy gentleman, fo present himself before the lord chan- 
cellor, at Edinburgh, by the 9th of October. The Earls of 
Linlithgow, Hume, &c. were, on the 5th of November, ap- 
pointed to examine him, and give in their report to the next 
meeting of the council, which was done accordingly on the 
7th; but what resolutions they came to is not known; for 
my author tells us, that he found a blank in the records of - 

vol. 1. <H 
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near half a page ; and upon the margin, Act Mr Robert 
Blair, as if they mid been ashamed of their proceedings against 
such a person, who was so universally regarded. We shall 
hear more of him next year. 

The council, in consequence of an application by the pves- 
bytery of Linlithgow, discharged the RevT Mr William Wis- 
heart from his confinement, after thirteen months imprison- 
ment, and afterwards Mr John Scott, and Mr Gilbert Hall, 
who had\ been apprehended on the remarkable 23d of August. 

Several west country gentlemen, in the month of Novem- 
ber* were brought to a great deal of trouble for their joining 
with Col. Strachan, 1650. And while the council were pro- 
secuting Mr Blair and other presbyterians, they could not,, 
for shame, evite doing somewhat against trafficking papists, 
whose numbers at this time greatly increased ; and it must be- 
owned that the council shewed some considerable peal this 
way, had they not been much hindered by the remissness of 
the prelates. However, John Inglis and William Brown 
were apprehended and committed to prison, and were both 
banished the kingdom ; and a proclamation was issued on the 
19th of November against papists, and for seizing all popish 
books, writings, commissions, and others belonging to them' 
under the highest pains. Nevertheless papists were overlook- 
ed, while they whd adhered to the true principles of the church 
of Scotland were prosecuted with the utmost rigour. 

On the 10th of December the council desirea tlie phancel- 
lor to send, a letter to the presbytery of Peebles, "ordering 
them to desist from admitting Mr John Hay to the church 
of Manner, until the return ot the archbishop. But it seems 
the presbytery either had not received the chancellor's letter, 
or could not put a stop to the ordination, and therefore had 
proceeded to the admission : wherefore all the members pre- 
sent were summoned to appear, and answer for thoir conduct, 
under the pain of rebellion. This proceeding against pres- 
byteries was a stretch beyond the king's letter, by which sy- 
nodical meetings were only prohibited. They might as well 
have forbid presbyteries to take scandal under their conside- 
ration, as limit them, in the point of ordination, which was 
one great part of their ministerial function, as yet reserved to 
them by his majesty's last letter. We shall find more presby- 
teries writ to, in this manner, by the council next year, to 
the occurrences of whi^h I proceed in tire following chapter 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of" the discharging of Church-judicatures $ the consecration of the 
bishops, the acts of the parliament, and tlie proceedings of 
the council, particularly the act of Glasgow, and other things 
during the year 1662. ' 

*t> EFORE the parliament sat down, the council completed 
■*-* the work of overturning the judicatures of this church, 
pursuant to the orders they received from London, where all 
things were concerted by Sharp, and the rest of the bishops 
who were there. 

Accordingly, on the 2d of January, the council received a N 
letter from the king, signifying his will and pleasure, for them 
to discharge, by proclamation, all, ecclesiastical meetings in 
synods, presbyteries, and sessions, till authorised and ordered 
by the archbishops and bishops. Thus we find that synods 
were first interrupted, and then discharged : presbyteries 
were forbid to ordain any in vacant parishes, and now their 

" meetings were prohibited, nay, and sessions likewise must die 
with the other judicatures of this church, and all in conse- 
quence of the royal supremacy, without the authority of par- 
Jiament. 

Bishop Burnet says, that Sharp procured this without 
any advice, and it proved very fatal ; for when king James 
brought in the bishops before/ they had stiil suffered the in- 
ferior judicatures to continue 'sitting till the bishops' came and 

^sat among them. — -Whereas now, by silencing these courts, 
the case was much altered 5 — for these courts being now once 
broken, and brought together after wards by a sort of conni* 
vance, without any legal authority, only as the bishop's assis- 
tants and officials, to give him advice, and act in his name, 
they pretended they could not sit in them any more, unless 
they should change their principles and become thoroughly 
episcopal. And here, by the way, Burnet had no reason to 
put in these words, they pretended •, for the truth is,' they 

, could not countenance any such judicatures consistent with 
presbyterial principles, Burnet adds, so fatally did Sharp pre- 
cipitate matters. He affected to have the reins of the church 
wholly put into his own hinds, and Lauderdale was not sorry 
to see him commit errors, since the worse things were ma- 

'. naged, his advice would be more justified. And Middleton; 
and his party took no care of any business, being almost per- 
petually drunk — 

The same day the above mentioned proclamation was pub* 
lished the council discharged the prcsbvtery of Kelso from pro-- 

2 
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ceeding to ordain a minister to the church of Yettam ; for 
things were now carried on with an high hand : and by this 
time, the public resolutioners began to see the dismal effects of 
opening a door to malignant* tdget into places, of trust in the 
council and army 5 because though the protestors were the 
ijrst who suffered, yet both were afterwards made to drink 
of the same cup. Accordingly Mr Douglass is reported to 
have said, when he saw things thus carried on, our brethren 
the protestors have had their eyes open, and we have been 
blind. Mr Dickson used to say, the protestors have been 
much truer prophets than they. And Mr Wood acknow- 
ledged to several o£ his brethren, who differed from him in 
judgment, that they -had been mistaken in their views they 
took' of matters. 

And it is a matter of sad regret, that the most part of pres- 
byteries, instead of making any stand for their religious liber- 
ties, silently yielded to the proclamation, and left off meeting 
in a judicative capacity ; so that the wicked and unjust eva- 
sions made upon the crown and dignity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ brought many of the faithful of the land with sorrow 
to the grave ; for now, if any presbytery did so much as pe- 
tition for a fair hearing, no regard was paid to it 

Thus when the presbvtery of Kirkcudbright sent two of 
their members, to wit, Mr John Duncan minister at Rerick, 
and Mx James Buglos at Crossmichael, with a petition to the 
privy-council, most respectfully and humbly intreating them, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, ( that their honours would be 

* pleased to grant unto them freedom and liberty to unfold 

* their bosoms in those things, that relating to the word of 
« God in the land did sadly aggrieve their spirits, — and par- 

* ticularly that they might have liberty, with freedom and 

* safety, to express their minds against the re-introduction of 

* prelacy upon this church and kingdom,' — instead of having 
a. hearing allowed them, they were still more exposed to suf- 
fering and persecution. If such petitions as these can, with 
any shew of reason, be looked upon as seditious or treasona- 
ble, must be left to the reader. . 

Many worthy gentlemen in the west country were brought 
into trouble, on pretence of their having damaged the Earl 
of Queensberry's estate, and been with the forces under 
Colonels Strachan and Ker, 1 650. But the true cause was, be* 
cause most of them were for the remonstrance, and enemies to 
prelacy* The parliament therefore computed the losses the 
earl sustained at 20001. sterling, and the council to whom the 
parliament left the affair, rated every gentleman, whom (they 
pretended had been concerned as above, in proportion to his 
estate real and personal. Thus Sir William Cuningham of 
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Cuninghambead was rated at above 2001. Sir Hugh Camp- 
bell of Cesnock at above 1801. Mr William Gordon of Earls- 
toun at above 1201. sterling, and others in proportion. 

The Rev. Mr Robert Blair was before the council the be- 
ginning of this year. On the 9th of January, the Lord Bel- 
ienden, with the advocate and provost of Edinburgh, were ap- 
pointed to examine the witnesses summoned to appear in this 
case, and make report accordingly ; but, after their most di- 
ligent search, nothing could be found against him. After the 
imprisonment of the ministers in August 1 660, and the pro- 
spect of the re-settlement of prelacy, he preached a faithful and 
yet cautious sermon, from 1 Pet. iii. 1*. >Upon his examina- 
tion as to the toatter of his sermon, he gave the committee of 
the council a distinct account. He was only cdftfined to his 
room at Edinburgh, and afterwards removed to Musselburgh, 
where he continued till September this year. While he wafe 
there, Sharp found means to get his charge declared vacant. 
On hearing of this Mr Blair sent his presentation to the coun- 
cil. A little after he obtained liberty to reside at Kirkcaldy, 
where he continued with great respect, tijl the order was pu- 
blished forbidding all presbyter ian ministers to Hv6 in burghs, 
and then he removed to Couston. But the true ground of all 
his trouble was, because the archbishop could not be easy 
while so good a man was near him. The council had little 
more before them till the parliament rose. 

The melancholy change that was now made, and the dismal 
prospect of things for the time to come, made such impres- 
sions upon many, that they died of grief. Amonjr these was 
the noble John earl of Loudon, late chancellor of Scotland, 
who had been a prime instrument in the late work of refor- 
mation. He was a nobleman of great and peculiar endow- 
ments, joined with remarkable resolution ana courage, and, 
next to the Marquis of Argyle, was the object of spite and rage 
of the present managers. He often uitreated his excellent 
lady to pray that he might jiever see the next session of par- 
liament j and accordingly he was taken away from the evil to 
come on the 15th of March, and was honourably interred 
among his ancestors. 

Soon after this ardibishop Sharp, and the other three who 
had been consecrated at London, came down to Scotland all 
in ond coach. Leightoui told Dr Burnet, that he believed 
they were we*ary of him, for he was very weary of them. But, 
finding they were, to be received at Edinburgh with some 
pomp, he left them at Morpeth, and came to Edinburgh a < 
few days before 1 thejn. 

They got to Berwick oh the 8th of April ; were met upon 
the road to Edinburgh by a considerable number of noble- 
Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



118 THE HISTORY OF* THE CHAP. IVV 

men, gentkme% and others, and received at their coming in 
with all pomp and solemnity, which was not a little pleasing 
to Sharp. The lord chancellor, with all the nobility and privy 
counsellors then at Edinburgh, went put together, with the 
magistracy of the city, and brought the bishops in as in tri- 
umph. t)r Burnet was a spectator, and says, that though he 
was truly episcopal, yet he thought there was something in 
the pomp of that entry, that did not look like the humility 
that became their function. 

The commissioner Middleton, came to Holyrood-house on 
Sabbath, May the 4th ; and the 7th was fixed for thp conse- 
cration of the rest of the bishops in the church of Holyrood- 
house. The two archbishops who were the consecrators* 
went to the church in their pontifical habits. The primate 
made use of the English forms, and read all from the book ; 
but it* is . remarkable, as Bishop Burnet observes, tjiat they 
were not ordained first priest and deacons. Three of the 
bishops nominated, not being present, were consecrated at St 
Andrews in the month of June following. . 

This v ceremony made way for their admission into parlia- 
ment, May the 8th, which was performed with great cere- 
mony. Six members of parliament, two noblemen, the eark 
of Kelly and Weeins, two barons, and two burgesses, were 
sent to invite them to come and take their seats in the house. 
From the Nether-bow they went up in state. The two arch- 
bishops in the midst of the first rank \ "the gentlemen, magi- 
strates, and town council of Edinburgh mixed in with the rest 
of the bishops, who had all their black gowns and robes. 
When they came to the house, a speech was made to them, 
the act restoring them read, and the house adjourned for that 
time. They were all invited to dine with the commissioner, 
who did them the honour to walk down the street wjth them 
on foot. Six macers went first with their maces elevated. 
Next three gentlemen-ushers, and then the purse-bearer 
uncovered. The commissioner and chancellor came next, 
with twp noblemen upon their right-hand, and the arch- 
bishops upon their left. And the other noblemen and mem- 
bers of parliament invited, made up the rest of the caval- 
cade. * # % 

Thus prelacy was restored in triumph, but without the 
least shadow of the church's consent or authority, nay, in op-* 
position to many ecclesiastical acts, as yet unrepealed; and 
therefore it was no wonder though many looked upon them as 
► intruders. Besides, the managers knew too well that they 
durst not run the hazard of having this change made in any 
considerable meeting of the ministers of Scotland : and 
therefore prelates and prelacy were introduced entirely by the 
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supremacy. And upon thifrfooting the parliament gave their 
consent to, and settled episcopacy in the second session ; the 
proceedings of which I am now briefly to relate, when I have 
observed, that, May the 7th, the commissioner in council de- 
dared, that it is his Majesty's royal will and pleasure, that the 
Earl of Tweeddale's restraint be taken off. But then he and 
others must be taught, by his eight months imprisonment and 
confinement, how dangerous it would be to speak according 
to their conscience, and in any thing to contradict the mea- 
sures of the court. 

The parliament had been adjourned to March , but it be- 
ing resolved that the bishops should sit in the house, and mat- 
ters not being as yet concerted for their consecration, it was 
deferred till that should be over. Accordingly, on the 8th of 
May, the parliament sat down 5 and if e>er iniquity was esta- 
blished by law, it was remarkably so in this session, as appears 
by their following acts. 

The very first which passed was, Act for the restitution and 
re-establishment of the ancient government of the church bv 
archbishops and bishops; which begins thus': * Forasmucfi 
i as the ordering and disposal of the external government and 
' policy of the church doth properly belong unto his majesty, 
' as an inherent right of the crown, by virtue of his royal pre-. 

* rogative and. supremacy in causes ecclesiastical/ — So that 
this act was founded entirely upon the king's supremacy. The 
bkhops were already set up by his majesty's sole authority, 
and therefore it was very fit that they should lean entirely up- 
on that foundation. By this act the king was made the only 
fountain of church -power, and that exclusive of Christ, the on- 
ly head of the church, of whom there is not the least mention. 
And the reader may judge, whether any could, with a safe con- 
science, take the oath ot allegiance, or rather supremacy, for- • 
merly mentioned, who was. persuaded that there Was no visible 
head of the church upon earth, or submit to prelacy, as thus* 
established, especially when we consider the exorbitant power 
that was put into the hands of bishops : for, by this act, they 
were restored * to the exercise of their episcopal function, 

' precedence in the church, power of ordination, inflicting of 
' censures, and all otker acts of church discipline, which they 
' are to perform with acjVice and assistance of such of the 

* clergy as they shall find to be of known loyalty and pru- 

* dence. — And farther, it is hereby declared, that whatever 

* shall be determined by his majesty, with the advice of the 

* archbishops and bishops, and such of the clergy as shall be * 
€ nominated by his majesty, in the external government and 

4 policy of the church (the same consisting with the standing 
f laws of the kingdom) shall be valid and effectual.' Bishop 
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JJurnet himself owns, that thitf was plainly the setting episco- 
pacy on another bottom than it had been ever on in Scotland 
peforq this time. 

, Their 2d act was for the preservation of his majesty's per- 
son, authority, and government ; in which it was declared to 
be treason for subjects, upon pretence of reformation, or any 
other pretence whatsoever, to enter into leagues and cove- 
nants, pr to take up- arms against the king, or those commis- 
sioned by him ; and consequently, passive obedience and non- 
resistance were hereby established; and had this been observ- 
ed in all time coming, the Revolution had never taken place. 
It was likewise declared that the national covenant and so- 
lemn league and covenant were unlawful oaths, and that there 
lay no obligation on the subjects from these oaths. Thus 
they assumed the Pope's power in dispensing with oaths. 
And* to complete all, they repealed all acts, ecclesiastical and 
civil, approving the covenant, particularly the acts of the as- 
sembly at Glasgow 1638. In short, it was declared, That, if 
any should speak, write, preach, print, or pray any thing 
tending to stir up a dislike of his majesty's prerogative and 
supremacy in causes ecclesiastical, or the government by 
archbishops and bishops now settled, should be incapable 
of -any public trust. All this plainly shews that prelacy in 

/the church of Scotland was the road to tyranny in the 
state. \ 

By their 3d act, all ministers entered since* 1649, were or- 
dered to take presentations from their respective patrons, and 
receive collation or admission from, the bishops $ so that they 
must either look upon aU they had formerly done in the mini- 
stry to be valid, and submit to prelacy, contrary to their con» 
sciences, or quit their charges. And, the better to transmit 

, prelacy to posterity* 

By their 4th act, all masters of colleges, who refused to 
submit to episcopacy, and take the oath of allegiance, were 
ordered to be turned out. Ministers were ordered to attend 
the diocesan synods, and assist in all things, as they shall be 
required by tkfe bishops, under very severe penalties. In a 
word, all private meetings, or conventicles in houses, under 
pretence of religion, were by this act discharged, and none 
were to preach, keep school, or be pedagogues to persons of 
quality, without the bishop's licence. Remarks upon these 
arbitrary laws, and open restraints upon conscience, are I, 
suppose, needless. But to complete the work, 

By their 5th act, all persons in public trust were ordained 
to subscribe to the following declaration, 
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* T ■ ; do sincerely affirm and declare, that 1 judge it*-'' 
c *• unlawful to subjects, upon pretext of reformation, or any 

* other pretext whatsomever, to, enter into leagues and cover 
f nants, or to take up arms against the king, or those commis- 
f sioned by him ; and that ail thdse gatherings, convocations, 

< petitions, protestations, and erecting or keeping of council- 

* tables, that were used in the beginning, and for the carrying 

* on of die late troubles, were unlawful and seditious : and, 
c particularly, that these oaths, whereof the one was common- 

< ly called the National Covenant (as was sworn and explain- 
« ed in the year 1638 and thereafter) and the other intitled, A 
« Solemn League and Covenant^ were, and are in themselves 
£ unlawful oaths, and were taken by and imposed upon the 

< subjects of this kingdom against the 7 fundamental laws and 
« liberties of the same ; and there lieth no obligation ,upon. 
« me, or any of the subjects, from the said oaths, or either of 
« them, to endeavour any change or alteration of the govern- 
« inent, either in church or state, as it is now established by 
« the laws of the kingdom.' 

By this all are obliged to condemn the covenants, and de* 
clare that they laid no obligation upon any. Surely nothing 
could be so unaccountable, as to declare that they who had 
taken these sacred oaths were loosed from t their obligation. 
Here perjury of the deepest dye was made the necessary 
qualification of all in public office. In short, the whole work 
of reformation, since the year 1638, was thereby renounced; 
defensive arms declared unlawful, conscience enslaved, and 
tyranny allowed to reign triumphant. 

Prelacy being thus settled towards the end of the session, 
they at length passed an act of indemnity and oblivion, which 
had been granted in England almost as soon as the king came 
home ; but his ancient kingdom must not enjoy such a favour, 
till the prelates had their main interests secured, though it is 
well known that the Scots presbytcrians crowned him, fought 
for him, and suffered exceedingly under the usurpation. So 
from this indemnity were excepted John Hume, William 
D'anda^, the Campbells of Ardkinglas and Ormsay, and all * 
who had been declared fugitives by the committees of estates 
and parliament since the year 1660. This indemnity was 
farther clogged by an act of fines for the relief of the king ? s 
good subjects who had suffered in the late troubles, as they ge- 
nerally termed the 'Reformation since the year 16^8. The 
parliament appointed a committee for pitching upon the per- 
sons to be fined, and the sums each were to pay. According- 
ly they made up a list of about 900 noblemen, gentlemen, and 
others, which the parliament readily approved of, together 
with the sums tbey were to pay, whicji made in all 1,017,3531. 
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6s. 6d. Scots money, which is above 84,7791. sterling. The 
curious reader may sep the list in Mr Wodrow's appendix, 
No\ S3. It was then observed, that some mentioned in the 
list were dead, or had never a being, sotne were sucking in- 
fants, and others were subsisted out of the weekly collections^ 
for tfte poor. And, generally speaking, these fines were im- 
posed upon those who were reckoned the soundest presbyte- 
rians. Middleton thought to have got this money, but it fell 
into others hands. How this act of fines was put in execu- 
tion we shall see afterwards. In short, this act of favour was 
farther clogged by the balloting act, by which twelve persons 
were to be secluded from places of trust, who were to be nam- 
ed in parliament by balloting. This was a contrivance of* 
Middleton's to turn out Lauderdale, Crawford, and Sir Ro- 
bert Murray : * but it occasioned his own disgrace ; for the 
king was so displeased thereat, that when the Duke of Rich- 
mond, Sir George Mackenzie, and Lord Tarbat, delivered the 
balloting act to him, his majesty said, that their last act> 
ings were like madmen, or men that were perpetually drunk.' 

'This parliament issued a proclamation for keeping the 29th' 
of May, with certification, that those ministers who would, 
not observe it should be deprived' of their benefices; where-, 
upon many, without being either summoned or heard, were 
deprived of their stipends for that year, and the non-obser- 
vance of it became the occasion of great trouble to many^ 
faithful ministers. • 

This thanksgiving was observed with the usual solemnities 

Jn cities and burghs: but the town of Linlithgow signalized 

itself by a most horrid contempt of the covenants and work of 

. reformation, whereof I shall give both a just relation of fact, 

aild a display of the spirit of the party. 

When divine service was ended, the streets were, filled with 
bonefircs. The magistrates invited the Earl pf Linlithgow-to 
honour them with his presence, which he did. Then coming 
to the market place, where was a table covered with confec- 
tions, they were met by the curate, who having prayed and 
Ming a psalm, they cat a few of the confections, and threw the 
rest among the people, the' fountain all that time running 
French and Spanish wines. — At the cross was erected an arch 
standing jpon four pillars : on the one side of the arch was 
erected a statute in form. of an old hag, having the covenant 
in her hands, with this inscription, A glorious reforma- 
tion. On the other side was^ another statute in a Whig- 
inuir's habit, having the remonstrance in his hand, with this 
inscription, No association with malign ants. On the top 
of the arch was placed a statute representing the devil as an, 
angel of light, with this label at his mouth, Stand to the 
cause. 

Digitized by LjOOQlC 



CHAP.. IV. CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 12$ 

%, The arch was beautifully adorned with several draughts of * 
rocks, reels, and kirk-stools upon the pillar beneath the co- 
venant ; and upon the pillar beneath the remonstrance were 
drawn brechams, cogs, and spoons Within the arch was 
drawn a committee ©f estates, with/this inscription, Act for 
delivering up the king. On the left-hand was drawn a 
commission of the kirk, with this inscription, Act of the - 
West-kirk. In the middle of the arch liung a table with 
this Utany, 

From covenanters with uplifted hands, 
From remonftrators with ajfociate bands, 
From fuch committees as govern this nation, , 

From kirk-coramiflions, and their proteftation, 
p Good Lord deffoer us. 

Upon the back of the arch was drawn the picture of rebel- 
lion, in a religious habit, with eyes turned up, and other fa- 
natic gestures, in its right hand holding Lex Rex, and in its 
left The causes of God's wrath. There lay, round about* 
acts of parliament, acts of committees of estates, acts of as- 
semblies, &c. during these twenty-two years of rebellion. 
Above her was this superscription, Rebellion is as the 
sin of witchcraft. At drinking the king's health fire wjas 
put to the frame, and suddenly all was consumed to ashes, 
and then appeared a table, supported by two angels, bearing' 
this inscription, 

Great Britain's monarch on thi» day was born* 

And to his kingdoms happily reftor'd : 
The queen'* arrjvM, the mitre now is worn, 

Let us rejoice, this day is from the Lord. 
. fly henc?, ail traitors who did marr»our peace; 

Fly hence, fchifmatics who our church did rent ; 
Fly, covenanting, rerhonftrating race ; 

Let us rejoice that God this day hath fent. 

Then the magistrates accompanied the Earl of Linlithgow 
to the palace, where wds a great bpnefire, and where were 
drunk the healths of the king, queen, &c. 

From the whole, I question whether such a bold insult up- 
on religious matters is to be paralleled \ for some who were 
chiefly concerned in this mock pageantry, particularly Robert 
Milne, one of the magistrates, and Mr Ramsay the minister, 
had taken the covenants, and consequently now publicly avow^ 
ed their perjury, arid left a blot upon their memory. 
* During this session of parliament the Rev. Mr Robert 
Baillie, who was justly reckoned among the great men of his 
time, died of grief, on account of the sad alteration then 
' made ; he faithfully declared his sentiments as to prelacy j 
in two letters to Lauderdale, which are inserted by Mr Wod* 
row. 

§oon after the act restoring episcopacy was passed, the fol- 
lowing ministers, viz. Messrs John Carstairs at Glasgow, 
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James Nasmith at Hamilton, Matthew Mowat and James 
Rowat at Kilmarnock, Alexander Blair at Galstoun, James 
Veitch at Mauchlin, William Adair at Ayr, and William 
Fullerton at St Quivox, were all summoned before the parlia- 
ment, for a terror to others who stood firm to their princi- 
ples 5 and, because no indictment could be fovrad against 
them, they were brought before the lords of the articles, arid, 
as a test of their loyalty, were required to take and subscribe 
the oath of allegiance and supremacy. Thqy declared their 
willingness to comply, upon condition of being allowed to ex- 
plain the oath, and accordingly they all, except Mr Adair, 
subscribed their sense of it in a paper which they presented to 
the house. on the 28th of May. When the chancellor receiv- 
ed the paper, and observed that Mr Adair had not signed it* 
hd ordered him to withdraw by himself, and six of these mi- 
nisters (for Mr Fullerton was dismissed) were closely confin- 
ed, three and three in one room, to the great prejudice of 
their Health, without allowing any to have access to them. 
After some weeks they were sentenced to be banished, when 
the commissioner and council should think fit to order their 
transportation : however Mr Carstairs having fallen danger-r 
ously ill, he was permitted to go to Dalkeith for his health* 
and" thereby escaped. And the managers, being appre- 
hensive of the consequences of such rigour, thought pro-., 
per to allow them some more liberty, and suffer their friends 
to see them, and some of them to go out of town for their 
health. 

At this time the parliament's proceeding against the Lord 
Lorn, the eldest son of the late Marquis of Argyle, was most 
"unprecedented and severe*, for, having wrote to the Lord 
Jhiffus complaining of the practices of his enemies, in endea- 
vouring to prepossess the king against him by lies, this letter 
was intercepted, carried into parliament, and complained of as- 
leasing- making. Accordingly the parliament desired the king 
to send him down to be tried upon it. Though his majesty 
thought the letter indiscreetly wrote, 'he could not see any 
thing in it that was criminal ; yet in compliance with so zea- 
lous a parliament, Lorn was sent down upon his parole : but 
the king wrote positively to Middieton not to proceed to the 
execution of any sentence that might pass upon him. His 
lordship came down to Edinburgh, July 1 7, and was char- 
ged to appear that very afternoon, at the bar of the house. 
After a handsome speech he was committed close prisoner in 
the castle ; and on the 26th of August received sentence of 
death. Burnet says, He was certainly born to be the signal- 
ist instance in this age of the rigour, or rather of the mockery* 
of justice. However, as the lime of hjs execution was left to 
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the kingV appointment, we shall find afterwards a remission 
granted him. 

. On the 3d of September, the Campbelb of Ardkinglass and 
Ormsay were forfeited and declared traitors, for some alleged 
crime? long ago committed against some of the name of La- 
naont. 

Mr James Hamilton, Mr George Hutchison, and Mr John 
Smith, ministers of Edinburgh, were silenced and deprived by 
the parliament, for disobedience to their bishop ; and the rest 
were given to understand, that they were to meet with the 
same punishment and censure if they did not submit to their 
ordinary. An end was put to * this session of parliament on 
the 9th of September. 

While these things were transacting, the presbyteriaris in 
England were made to feel the sad effects of yestoring,the king 
without terms; for episcopacy having been re-established up- 
on his majesty's return, about 2000 ministers were, upon the 
24th of August this year, ejected by the act of uniformity 
that took place that day, by which they were brought under 
great and intolerable hardships. Many holy and excellent 
ministers, says Dr Calamy> were quickly after laid in goals in 
many counties in the land, for the heavy crime of preaching 
and praying. And thus protestants persecuted protestants 
through the whole island, when it was a rare thing to see a 
papist in the least molested. But to return to the affairs of 
Scotland. 

The next day after the parliament rose, the council met, 
and ordered all persons, vicars, and ministers, to repair to, 
and attend upon the diocesan meetings, as they shall be ap^ 
pointed by the archbishops and bishops, otherwise to be ac- 
counted contemners of his majesty's authority, and to incur , 
the censures provided in such cases, and all other meetings of 
ministers were henceforth to b^ held as seditious. Accord- 
ingly the 2d Tuesday of October was appointed for the dio- 
ceses of St Andiews, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunkefcf, Bre- 
chin, and Dumblain ; and the 3d Tuesday for those ; of Gal- 
lpway, Aberdeen, Murray, Ross, Caithness, Isks, Argyle, and 
Orkney.' 

It is plain, that no presbyterian ministers could attend or 
give countenance to these assemblies, without renouncing 
their principles j and accordingly these meetings were very 
ill attended, except in the north. 

. * N. B. Such was the zeal of this parliament for prelacy, that they made an 
order for razing the monument that had been erected on the grave of tho Rev. 
Mr Alexander Henderfon in the Gray-friari church-yard, Edinburgh. He was 
moderator of the General Assembly 1638, and of several afrcr assemblies, and 
died 18th August, IGIQ. 
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In order therefore to put this act in execution, arid to con- 
fer the greater honour upon the bishops in the western and 
southern shires, where they were generally disliked, the com- 
missioner. and chancellor, with the Earls of Morton, Linlith- 
gow and* Calender, and the Lord Newburgh, made a tour to* 
the west country with great pomp and ceremony, and were 
regaled in many places through which they passed. And, as 
these entertainments were generally to excess, this was parti- 
cularly the case at Ayr, where, about the middle of the night, 
in one of their debauches, the devil's health was drank at the 
cross. Such were the reformers of this period, and these the 
promoters of prelacy. 

On the 26th of September they came to Glasgow, where 
' fairfoul the archbishop complained to the commissioner, that 
notwithstanding the act of parliament, there was not one of 
the ministers ordained since 164-9 had owned him for bishop , 
that he had only the hatred which attends that office in Scot- 
land, without the power ; and that the new-made bishops 
would be mere cyphers, if his grace did not 1ali upon some* 
more effectual method. The commissioner desired he would 
make some proposal, with which he would readily comply. 
Fairfoul moved that the council would agree upon an act and 
proclamation expressly banishing all those ministers- from 
their houses, parishes, and presbyteries, unless they received 
collation or admission from the bishop before the 1st of No- 
vember, assuring the commissioner there would not be ten, in- 
his diocese who would not comply. j 

Upon this the council met at Glaswow, in the college fore- 
hall, on the 1st of October. Bishop Burnet says, c that Duke 
« Hamilton told him they were all so drunk that day, that 
* they were not capable of considering any thing that was laid 
« before them, and would hear of nothing but the executing 
«. of the law without any relenting or delay.' When the coun- 
cil met the commissioner laid before them the inotion made 
by Fairfoul, and urged the necessity of supporting the bishops 4 
brought in by the king arid parliament. Duke Hamilton,' ac- 
cording to Burnet, as well as Sir James Lockhart of Lee, 
strenuonsly opposed the motion. However, no reasoning 
, could have any weight with men who were resolved upon es- 
tablishing prelacy right or wrong ; accordingly the act pass- 
ed, ordering all the ministers, who had entered since the year 
1649, and would not receive collation or admission from die 
bishop, before the first of November following, to be depriv- 
ed of their stipends for the current year, arid to remove from 
their parishes and presbyteries, discharging them from exer- 
cising any part of their ministerial office after that time ; and 
that nqne ef their parishoners repair to their sermons, under 
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the pain of being punished as frequenters of private convene 
tieles and meetings. But, as Duke Hamilton signed this act, 
as well as others •> it would seem that he did not make that op- 
position whiph Burnet represents. _ '. , . 

This was the famous act of Glasgow, whereby the most part * 
t^f the west and south of Scotland was deprived of ministers. 
However^ the managers were soon convinced that they had 
taken a wrong step; for, after the commissioner's return, ac- 
counts being daily brought of the dismal consequences of their 
late proceedings, they met on the 4-th of November, and wrote 
to the archbishops of St Andrews and Glasgow, to repair -as 
soon as possible to Edinburgh, to give their advice at such a 
critical juncture. However, . nothing was concluded in this 
affair before the 23d of December, when the council gave mi- 
Tiisters till the 1st of February to come and receive collation 
pr admission from the bishops, as above, or else to remove out * 
of their parishes, presbyteries, and the dioceses of St Andrews 
and Edinburgh ; and ordered all persons to repair constantly 
to their own parish churches, &c. This was the last tims 
that Middleton sat in the council ; for soon after he went up to 
l»ondon, where he suffered no small inconveniences ; and, for 
ought appears, never returned any more to Scotland. 

Besides this general thrust made by the Glasgow act, at all 
the ministers who could not in conscience comply with pre- 
lacy, many, both ministers and others^ met with cruel and uh- i 
just usage. Accordingly, on the 16th of September, because 
several who were persecuted in the country repaired to Edin- 
burgh, the council ordered the magistrates of that city to 
oblige all their burgesses and inhabitants, every evening, to 
give an account of their lodgers, under such penalties as tlie 
said magistrates should inflict. And the same day ordered all 
the ministers of the town, who would not own the present es- 
tablishment, not only to desist from the exercise of their mi- 
nistry, but also to remove from the city at Martinmas next, 
which was more than the act of parliament authorised. Bat 
the council made no scruple to exceed the penalties inflicted 
by the parliament, and to assume to themselves a paramont 
power. The ministers submitted, except Mr Robert Lawrie, 
called the nest-egg by the common people, who conformed to 
prelacy, and soon after died under remorse. Thus were the 
ministers of Edinburgh turned out, and were succeeded by per- 
sons that could in nothing be compared with them. 

At Glasgow the council, after ordering. letters of intercom- 
muning against James Campbell of ' Auikinglass, and James 
Campbell of Ormsay, passed an act against Mr Donald Car* 
gil minister of the Barony- church at Glasgow, for not ob- 
serving tluj 29th of May> and for not obtaining a present -iliac 
' 3 
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and Collation from the archbishop of Glasgow, declaring hfe 
church to be vacant, and ordering him to transport himself* . 
family, and effects, before the 1st of Novetaiber following, to 
the north side of the river Tay, under the penalty of being 
imprisoned and prosecuted as a seditious person. ^The read- 
er will observe, that his preaching against the defection And 
sins of that time Was what was then constructed/ sedition. 
The like act was passed against Mr* Thomas Wylfe'tnlnuter 
at Kirkcudbright, who, with the other brethren of that ptfes-' 
bytery, continued preaching, and kept their presfeyterie*d,-not-» 
withstanding the act made against all such meetings. But 
through the interposition of Lady Cochran that Sentence was 
stopt as to Mr Wylie for two months longer. 

On the 6th of November, the council*commeneed a process 
against Sir James Stuart late provost of Edinburgh, and his 
second son, for entertaining in their family Mr Hugh Mac-* 
kail, who, they pretended, had, in a sermon abused the king* 
and the government in church and state ; which when strict- 
ly examined, came to nothing So Sir James's son, whom 
they had imprisoned, was set at liberty^ but died soon after % 
and Mr Mackail went abroad, to accomplish himself by tra- 
velling for some years, arid, upon his return, became the 
greater object of the prelates malice, as we shall hear. 

The same day the learned, zealous, and pious Mr John 
Brown, minister at Wamphray, was ordered to be imprison- 
ed for /speajdng against those who countenanced these dioce-. 
isan assemblies. Great were the hardships he underwent m 
prison, for he was denied evefn the necessaries of life 5 and 
though, because of the ill treatment he met with, h£ wa$ 
brought almost to the gates of death, yet he could not have 
the benefit of the free air, until he signed a bond obliging 
himself to a voluntary banishment without cause. 

On the 18th of November, the council ordered that the 
following ministers, viz. Messieurs John Livingstone at.An* 
<:rum, Samuel Austin, John Neave at Newmills, John Car- 
stairs, Matthew Mowat, Robert Trail, James Nasmith, An- 
drew Cant, elder, Alexander Cant his son, John. Menzies, 
and George Meldrum at Aberdeen, Alexander Gordon at 
Inverary, J. Cameron at Kilfennan, and James Gardiner at 
Saddle, do, upon notice given them, repair to Edinburgh, 
^md appear before the council against the 9th of December 
next. They likewise ordered Mr Gilbert Rule and Mr John 
Drysdale to be secured ; but neither of them was apprehend- 
ed. r i he design whereof was to force them either to comply 
with the bishops, or be banished their country. 

On the 11th of December, for it does not appear there 
was any sederuut on the 9th, to which the ministers above- 
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mentioned were sitam^ned, the eminent and worthy Mr John 
Livingstone was examined before the council 5 and though 
be acknowledged the fcing as the only lawful, supreme, civil 
governor over all persons, and in all causes ecclesiastic as 
well as civil, yet, because he would not promise to keep the 
anniversary of the 29th vof May for the future, nor take the 
oath of allegiance in the terms in which it was expressed, they 
ordered that, within two months, he should remove out of 
his majesty's dominions, and within forty-eight hours depart 
from Edinburgh to the north of the Tay, and remain there 
till lie should leave the country, without being permitted to 
see his wife and family- Upon receiving this ^ruel sentence, 
he 6aid, « Well, although it be not permitted to me to 

* jbteathe in my native air, yet, I trust, whatsoever part of the 
f world I go into, I shall not cepse to pray for a blessing to 
' these lands, to bis majesty, and the government, and the in- 

* ferior magistrates thereof, but especially to the lands of my 
« nativity.' Upon this they told him, that he must either go to 
prison, or subscribe his acquiescence to the sentence * which 
last he complied with, and accordingly subscribed the follow- 
ing bond. 

* *¥ Mr John Livingstone, late minister of Ancrum, bind and 

* ■** oblige me, that I shall remove myself forth of his majes- 

* ty's dominions within the space of eight weeks after the date 

* hereof; and that I shall not remain within the same hereaf- 
« ter, without licence from his majesty or privy-council, under 

* the pain of death 5 and that I shall depart from Edinburgh 
« to the north side of Tay, and there remain while my depar- 
•* ture; and that my going off from Edinburgh^ shall be with- 

* in forty-eight hours after the date hereof. Subscribed at 
« Edinburgh, December the 11th, 1662. 

JO. LIVINGSTONE.' 

ThisTVIr Livingstone was honoured remarkably of God to 
bethe instrument of the conversion of thousands. In the 
year 1680, by his sermon on the Monday after the commu- 
nion at the Kirk of Shots, from Ezek. xxxvi. 26. about five 
hundred persons dated their saving change. About two or 
three years after, such another, and a more plentiful effusion 
of the Spirit attended a sermon bf his at a communion at 
Hollywood in Ireland, where about a thousand were brought 
home to Christ. And great success attended him in the or- 
dinary .course of his ministry. He was one of those who was 
sent to the king at Breda, and the person who tendered the 
covenant to his majesty before he landed in Scotland. What 
to think of the prelates^ who could net be easy till they had fc 
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gat rid of such a man 6s this, must be left to the reader, tie 
went to Holland, where he lived till August* 1670, and then 
entered' ihttf the joy of the Lord. While in HoUand'he made 
a Latin versioil of tfte -Old Testament, whieh, though approv- 
ed by marry great meti, was never printed. -* * » . 

The same day, Mr James Gardiner and Mr Robert Trail, 
were in like mannei* sentenced to banishment for reftsing to 
take the oath of allegiance, and obliged to« subscribe «aeh of 
them a bond as Mr Livingstone had done, with this differ- 
ence, that they were to remove in a month $ however -the 
council was pleased to give Mr Trail a little more time. . 

On the 16th of December, Mr John Menzies and Mr 
George Meldrum appeared before, the council, and declaring 
their readiness to cortiply with the present established* church- 
government, so far'&s to join in presbyteries and synods, and 
to take the ottth of allegiance, they were recommended to the 
archbishop of St Andrews in order to their restitution. We 
shall see how burdensome this compliance became to Mr 
Menzies before his death. Mi A Meldrum was ordained by the 
presbytery of Aberdeen 1659, but was stopt in the exercise 
of his ministry by the above-mentioned act at Gksgowy about 
fourteenr days before the bishop of Aberdeen^ first diocesan 
synod, at which the bishop passed a sentence of deposition 
against him and the learned and pious Mr Menzies, for not 
subscribing to the oath of canonical obedience, though they 
offered submission to' the present church -government j* how- - 
ever, the council, finding them so far willing, recommended 
them both to the primate, in order to their being both re- 
stored* When this was presented to the bishop, he readily 
promised to obey it, and never spoke to them one word of the 
oath of canonical obedience: when, in his letter to the bishop 
of Aberdeen, he signified that they were willing to own the 
government, Mr Meldrum refused to receive^ it, unless he 
added this qualification, so far as to join in presbyteries and 
synods y to which the primate agreed, since they; would take 
it in no other terms. However, Mr Mejdrum declared his 
sorrow for that submission, though lie never took the oath of 
canonical obedience. He was remarkably useful, with his 
colleague Mr Menzies, in Aberdeen, against the Quakers and 
Jesuits, till the self- contradictory test turned him out of that 
■city. And after he had, with many faithful ministers, suffer- 
ed no small persecution till King James's toleration, he was 
settled at Kilwinning, and from thence translated to Edin- 
burgh, where he filled the chair of divinity with much repu- 
tation. ; , ' - 

On the 23d of December, Mr John Neave appeared before 
the council; and was obliged to sigu a bond "to remove out of 
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Jtfhe nation against the first of February, upon- his" refiiaing the 
<Mh of allegiance; and for the same cause, Mr .John Came- 
't&a w&fc ordered .to confine himself within the bounds of Ldch- 
aben; . l&r Jamas .Masmith and Mr .Samuel Austin were refer- 
red to the Commissioner, who was to deal with them as he saw 
pr4per*$ but he soon left the country, and it seems he remits 
» ted'MrNasmitltto,the council, who ordered bun i to confine him- 
self within the bounds of the sherifidon* pf Merse. Mr Alex- 
ander Dunlop,. minister at Paisley, was likewise sentenced to 
be banished, for the same reason with the rest, but happened 
to be orerloofcedi Mr Alexander Gordon wa& prevented by a 
violent fever, •from being ordered before them. Thus Messrs 
Livingstone, Trail, Brown, Neiave, and Gardiner wertf over 
? to Holland, which, at that time .was the asylum of the banish- 
ed, merely for refusing the oath of allegiance, though all of 
them were .willing to take it in. the* same sense the manager^ 
*aid they bad themselves, taken it. 
;',*.■..•.♦ ■.".,. 

CHAR V. 

Off th* dismal effect & of the ejection of near 400 Minister?. O/ 

the acts and proceedings of the Council and Parliament, the 

'execution of Lord Waristpun and the sufferings of others 

during the year l&6$* ^ . \ 



M 



Y the act of Glasgow, spoke of, in the preceding chapter, 
-above: a. third part of the ministers in Scotland were 
thrust from their charges, amounting to near 400. And the 
hardship was the greater, that, generally speaking, they were 
persons of remarkable grace and eminent gifts, godly, and la- 
borious, a great many of them learned and able ministers, all 
of them singularly dear to their people, and most of them had 
suffered under the usurpation tor their loyalty to the king r 
and refusing the tender ; so that all the presbyterians in Scot- 
land suffered in a most sensible part, by, being deprived of 
them, especially as those who were intruded iutp their char- 
ges were meq of a quite different character. 
- Bishop Burnet says, that the prejudices of the people against- 
episcopacy was out of measure increased by the incumbents,- 
who were put in the places of the ejected preachers, who were 
generally very mean and despicable in all respects \ that they 
were the worst preachers he ever heard ; were ignorant to & 
reproach, and many of them openly vicious ; they were a dis- 
grace to their sacred functions, and were indeed the dreg and 
refuse of the northern parts ; those of them who rose above 
contempt or scandal, were men of such violent tempers, tbafr 
they were as much hated, as the others were despised* 

2 
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1 It is easy then to perceive how dismal the circumstances of 
precbyterians Were at that time, when so teany places, espe- 
cially in the west and south, were left destitute; for the most 
part in the north country conformed. They could not ui 
conscience hear the new incumbents, called by the country 
people curates, because in so doing, they would hare counter 
nanced those who bad broken the covenant, and overturned 
the whole work of reformation : this would have been a vhr* 
tual acknowledgment of the authority of the prelates, and aft 
approbation of that wicked act by which their own lawful mi- 
nisters / were ejected. Besides, these curates had not the qua-* 
lifications of ministers ; for they were neither sound in the 
■ faith, nor moral in their practice 5 neither had they a right to- 
officiate ki the places wliere they were thrust in, because, in- ' 
stead of having the consent and approbation of the people, 
they were imposed upon them by compulsion and violence* 

As the people could not hear the new incumbents, in many 
places they had twenty miles to go before they could hear 
sermon \ some of them repaired to the older ministers, who' 
- were not affected by the act of Glasgow ; they who could riot 
reach them, frequented the* family- worship, and exercises of 
the ejected ministers. And the numbers that came to their 
houses were so great, that several of them were obliged to 
preach without doors, and at length to go to the open fields. 
Thh was the original of field-meetings in Scotland, which aP-' 
terwards made so great a noise,' that, some years after, it was 
made death by law, first to the minister, and then to th£ 
i .hearers. * / 

The ejection of so many excellent men could not fail to lay 
the foundation of much' distraction and trouble, especially as it 
was for adhering to their known end professed principles, even 
to the doctrine, ^worship, discipline, and government of th^ 
church of Scotland, and to those sacred covenants which they 
had frequently sworn, and often renewed* This was the cause 
for which they were obliged to wander, with their numerous 
families, many of them knew not whither, and that too in the 
winter' Season : but a good and gracious God wonderfully pro- 
vided for them and theirs, to their own confirmation and amaze- 
ment. 

Scotland was never witness to Such a sabbath as the last on 
which these ministers preached. It had not its parallel, except 
to the presbyterians in England on the X 7th of August the pre- 
ceding year ; for it was/ a day of mourning and lamentation, 
and the beginning of great sorrow to the godly through the 
nation. 

Before considering the acts of council and parliament, this 
year, I observe, that in February died Mr David Mitchell, who 
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wa> made first fy ishpp of Aberdeen afte* the restoration, though 

&ia character did not merit any elevation in the cbwch, and was 

succeeded by Mr Alexander Burnet. 

. This Mr Mitchell had determined to, go to the church of Ma* 
xyculter, in the ppesbytery of Aberdeen, and declare the lame 
vacant, but, as I am assured by a worthy minister now at Aber* 
4een, he died the Saturday night before ; so that the pious and 
excellent Mr Leask, minister of that parish, notwithstanding his 
nonconformity, possessed his church till the year 1610* either, 
.as my informer:, says, through some indulgence of Bishop Scou- 
gal, or /some remarkable restraint he was under. When Mr 
Leask was on his death-bed, the ^episcopal incumbent of Peter* 4 
culter went to see him, and asked him what his thoughts were 
now. To which the, holy man replied, I am dying in the faith 
of what I have held, and am as full of glory as a clav vessel can 
hold : then bowed his head and died. There are otner two in- 
stances of presbyterian ministers in the synod of Aberdeen that 
kept their, parishes notwithstanding the act of ejection, of which 
I have an account from the same person, which may be depended 
upon, viz. that of Mr Dumbar, minister at Kearn in the pres- 
bytery of Alfbrd, who, partly protected by Lord Forbes, whose 
parish-minister he was, and partly ,by his insignificant benefice 
of 3Q0 paerks, continued many years, till he died, and Mr Gil- 
bert Clark, minister at New-deer in the presbytery of Deer, 
having been chaplain to Colonel iyeith, afterwards Earl Marshal, 
jand called king in Bucbauy was protected in his church, by him 
till the time of the test, when the earl could not keep himself 
in any public office, without taking .that self-contradictory oath. 
Mr Wodrow has given a large list.of the ejected ministers, Sec. 
Append? No. 37, to which I must refer. 

. When the Earl of Middleton went to London, about the end 
of the lajst year, he met with a very cold reception feom his ma- 
jesty ; for the £ari of Lauderdale his rival, had opened up his 
unjust proceedings with respect to the act of fines, whereupon 
his majesty wrote to his privy-council in Scotland, dated January 
the 23d, ordering them to issue out a proclamation fpr suspend- 
ing the execution of the said act till farther orders. The coun- 
cil received this letter on the X2th of February, and the same^ 
day drew up a proclamation accordingly. But next day they 
received a letter from Middleton, desiring them, in his majesty's 
name, td do, nothing in that affair, and therefore they stopt the 
publishing of the proclamation, and; recommended to the lord 
chancellor to write to the commissioner Middleton to signify the 
same to his majesty. The king was so displeased, upon receive 
ing this information, thai, on the 10th of March, he ^ent another 
letter to the council requiring the orders he had given in his 
former to be punctually obeyed. And therefore the chancellor 
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ordered the proclamation to be published at the cross of Edin- 
burgh, for which he had the council's approbation and thanks. 
Lauderdale having now got the king's ear,* managed his affairs 
so well that M idcileton was obliged to resign all his places. 

During these things 4 Sharp was prevailed with to go' to 
court. He promised to the Earl of Middleton's friends that he 
would stick firm to him, and lay before the king, that his stand- 
ing or falling must be the standing or falling of the church. 
Of this the Earl of Lauderdale had advice sent him. Yet when 
Sharp came to London, and saw that the king was alienated from 
Middleton, he resolved to make great submissions to Lauder- 
dale. When he reproached him for his engagements to Mid- 
dletcfn, he denied all, and said, he had never gone farther than 
what was decent, considering his post. He also denied that he 
had wrote to the king'in his favour ; but the king had given 
the original letter to Lord Lauderdale, who upon that shewed it 
to Sharp, with which he was so struck, that he fell a crying in 
the most abject manner. He begged pardon ibr it, and said, 
what could a company of poor men refuse to the Earl of Mid- 
dleton, who had done so much for them, and had them so en- 
tirely in his power ! Lauderdale, upon this, comforted him, and 
said he would forgive them all that was past, and would serve 
them and the church at another rate than Lord Middleton was 
-capable of doing. So Sharp became wholly his/ 

Middleton after this lived in obscurity, till the governor's 
place at Tangier fell vacant by the death of the Lord Ruther- 
ford, when the king was prevailed upon to confer that post upon 
•him, as a reward for establishing prelacy in Scotland. And 
thus, after he had banished so many worthy and excellent mi- 
nisters, he was himself sent to die in a foreign land. He lived 
in contempt there for a little while ; and at last, by a fall, he 
broke the bone of his right arm, and the broken bone, at another 
fall down o^pair of stairs, pierced his side, and wounded him in 
such a mOTher, that he first turned stupid and very quickly died. » 
Mr Wodrow says, that, at the time of taking the covenant, such 
was his zeal for it, that, coming from the place where he .and 
several more had taken it, he said to some gentlemen, and other $ 
about him, 4 that this was the pleasahtest day ever he had seen, 
* and if ever he should do any thing against that blessed work 
.* lje had been engaging in, holding up his right hand, he wished 
4 to God that might be his death,' Thus fell the great over- 
turner of the reformation in Scotland. 

Upon Middleton- s resignation Lauderdale had the manage- 
ment of the Scots affairs committed to him, and came down to 
Scotland along with the Earl of .Rothes, who was made the 
king's commissioner to the ensuing session »of parliament, and 
the Earl of T wceddale was mide president of the council.. 
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During these^ thiags the council had scarce done with perse- 
cuting the west country rninisters, before they commenced a new 
process against a greater number in the synod of Galloway, to 
which it is, likely they were instigated by the bishop of that dio- 
cese, because Jew or none of them had conformed, or attended 
on their meetings. Accordingly, on the 24th of February, the 
council ordered about 26* of .them to remove, with their wives, 
children, servants and substance, from their houses, and the 
bounds oltheix respective presbyteries, by the 24th of March, 
. at the same time prohibiting them to exercise any part of their 
ministerial office, and to appear on the said day before the coun- 
cil, i Accordingly nine of them appeared, and declared, Jthat 
rather than conform to the present establishment, they were 
willing to remove ; however, the prosecution against them was 
postponed, and all the others, who did not appear, were obliged 
to leave their churches and habitations, though some of them 
had been ordained before the year 1649, and consequently were 
not included in the Glasgow act of ejectment. And about 1 4 
ministers of the diocese of Dunkeld were served in the same 
manner. Such were the desolations which were then made at 
^ the instigation of the prelates \ 

On the 3d of March the council appointed one Mr John 
Wilkie to collect the vacant stipends, which were now very 
many, and would amount to a considerable sum, with power to 
distribute them among those whom they called sufferers in the 
late times ; but though the presbytcrians were among the great- 
est and were now brought under intolerable hardships, they got 
no. share thereof. At the same, time the diocesan* meeting in 
Galloway was postponed to the 2d Wednesday of May, because 
few or none of the ministers there would countenance it. 

And though, on the 24th of March, they recommended to 
each of the bishops to use their utmost endeavours to suppress < 
the dreadful growth of popery, yet they acted in t this matter 
with a very slack hand ; whereas, l^ad they been as zealous for 
suppressing popery as they were ipr rooting out of 'presbytery, 
they would not have found much difficulty. 

The same day they desired the lord chancellor to write to Sir 
James Turjier, or any other person he should judge proper, to 
. take notice of all persons who keep up private meetings or con*- 
venticles, for alienating the hearts of the subjects from the pre- 
sent establishment in church and state, and to give an account 
of them to the council. These, it seems, were either the meet r 
ings for* worship in the houses of the ejected ministers, or those 
among good people for prayer and religious conference $ how 
far these tended to alienate the hearts of the people from 
his majesty, must be left with the reader ; but it is too well - 
known, that men of prelatic principles have ever £>een against 
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such religious societies though they bad /nuch of the. Xord's 
countenance and presence among them, especially in this: perse- 
cuting period* 

These things considered, it needs not be suiffrising* that the 
settlement of the curates did meet with opposition, in several 
places. Accordingly, at Irongray near Dumfries, and at Kirk- 
cudbright, the inhabitants openly opposed those that, were in- 
truded upon them. The famous Mr John Welsh, having been 
minister at Irongray, his ejection was most galling to the people ; 
and when the curate found he could not obtain . a peaceable ad- 
mission, he returned upon them with an armed force : bat the 
women there, headed by one Margaret Smith, opposed the 1 party 
who were guarding the curate, and fairly beat them off with 
stones. A tumult of the like kind happened about the same 
time at Kirkcudbright. 

Upon this the chancellor wrote to the magistrates of Kirkcud- 
bright to apprehend the, persons principally concerned in the 
riot there, and at the same time gave a commission to the Eauds 
of Linlithgow, Galloway and Annandale, the Lord Dratnjarterk 
and Sir John Wanchope of Niddry, or any two of them, to re- 
pair to these places to examine into the affair, and to apprehend 
and imprison all whom they should find to Jiave been concerned ; 
and the more effectually to execute their commission, Linlith- 
gow was ordered to take along with him 100 horse and 200 of 
the king's guards, to take free quarters in the parish of Irongray, 
or to raise from the burgh and parish as much money as would 
amount to half-a*crowri a day for every horseman, aid one shil* 
ling for every foot soldier, during their stay there, besides the 
ordinary pay of the officers, and by force of ^rms^ to suppress 
a}l meetings or insurrections of the people, if any should happen. 

Those that were found most guilty at Kkkcudbright, were, 
John Lord Kirkcudbright, John Carson of Sennfek, and John 
Emrt, late provost there, and about five women, who were all 
carried prisoners to Edinburgh. There were about 14 other 
4 women who were found accessory, and ordered to be imprisoned 
till they found bail to appear before the council. One William 
•Arnot was found chiefly concerned at Irongray, and was sent to 
Edinburgh with the rest ; all who visited then! in prison were, 
by ordef of the council, watched lest they should pray with 
tllem. Margaret Smith was likewise carried to Edinburgh, and 
sentenced to be banished : but, when before tjie managers, she 
told her tale so simply, that the sentence was not' executed. 
What was done with Lord Kirkcudbright I cannot tell ; but 
Carsan, Euart, and Arnot, were fined to a most immoderate de- 
cree . Arnot was ordered to acknowledge his offence two se- 
veral Lord's days at the church of Irongray, and the five women 
io stand two hours in the pillory at Kirkcudbright, for two 
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^veralanarket days, 'with papers on their foreheads signifying 
their, feult. And though they had no 1 proof, against any parti* 
cular person at Irongray, yet, because there had been a tumult, 
the whole party of horse and foot were ordered to take free 
quarters in the pai£sh, and this besides other oppressions. Such 
-were the 'proceedings of the managers, because a few women in 
two parishes had put some affronts on the curates. The rest* 
after a considerable time's imprisonment, were -set at liberty, 

When these commissioners we$e in the south the troubles of 
the excellent laird of Earlston began. The commissioners on 
the 21st of May, wrote to him from Kirkcudbright, requiring 
that he would order on edict to be served in favour of one Mr 
Hay to be admitted minister at Dairy, of which he was patron* 
Earlstoua returned a very respectful answer, in which he gave 
solid reasons why he could not comply. But the commission* 
ers, knowing his steady attachment to Presbyterian principles, 
were resolved to bring him into trouble, and therefore summoned 
liim before the council, where he* met with very severe treat. 
Bient, as we shall afterwards find. 

On the g^th of May a petition was presented to the council 
. from Jtfr James Macgil late minister at Largo, for leave to at- 
tend a meeting of the tutors of the late Viscount of OxenfordV 
children, of which he was one ; for the reader must observe, 
that those ministers, who were not reached by the Glasgow act, 
were confined to their own parishes as prisoners~at large, so that 
upon every emergency, they were obliged to apply to the coun* 
cU for liberty to come out of their confinement. 

On the 2d x>f June they made a very good act against the 
Quakers ; but the bishops gave the council so much to do 
against the presbyterian non-conformists, that these people 
were suffered to rest in quiet j and they mightily increased 
during this reign. 

On the 15th of June were read in<c ouncil the earl of Rothes's 
commissions, to be commissioner to the parliament in the room 
of Middleton, and lord high-treasurer in the room of the Earl ■ 
of Crawford, who resigned that office because he could not sign 
the declaration appointed by the parliament last year. At the 
same time Lauderdale took his seat in the council, with bis brow 
ther Charles, afterwards Lord Hattoun, John Hume of Ren- 
toun, and the two archbishops. 

On the 18th of June the parliament sat down, when the 
Ijishop of Aberdeen preached before them. The business of 
this session went on according to the direction of Lauderdale, 
and the whole former proceedings in the affair of ballotting was 
so laid open, as finished Middleton's disgrace. 

The former sessions had left very little for this to do, in fa- 
vour of the prelates, unless to screen them from the . opposition 
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of the country, and lay a foundation for a more open/ and uni*. 
versal persecution than was ever in Scotland since the ref orraa- 
tion from Popery.' . , 

Thus by their 2d act, intitled, Act against separation and dis* 
obedience to ecclesiastical authority, all nonconform ministers* 
that shall presume to exercise their office in any manner what- 
soever, were to be punished as seditious persons ; and all withr . 
drawing from, and not attending upon the worship of God in 
their own ^parish-churches, were declared seditious and of dan- 
gerous example and consequence ; and therefore all who were 
found guilty, in this respect, ,were to incur the following pe- 
nalties, viz. each nobleman, gentleman and heritor, the fourth 
part of his yearly revenue ; every yeoman, tenant, or farmer, 
the loss of such a proportion of his free moveables, after paying 
his rent, as the council shall think fit, not exceeding a fourth 
part ; and every burgess the loss of lys freedom^nd the fourth 
part of his moveables. And the council was authorised to put 
this act in execution, to inflict such other corporal punishment 
as they should see proper, and do every other thing that they 
should see necessary for procuring obedience to this act, which 
was called The bishop's drag-net. 

.It is plain this act strides both at ministers ^nd people, for 
they who received their ministry from Christ were forbid to 
discharge the same under severe penalties, unless they renounced 
their principles, and in opposition to the dictates of their own 
conscience, complied with abjured prelacy ; the people must 
hear the intruders ; and, in short, an unlimited power was given 
to the council. ♦ 

By their 3d act all in; public trust were required to sign the 
declaration appointed last year against the 11th of November: 
returns were ordered to be made to the council by the first of 
January ; and, if persons elected to. be counsellors and magi- 
strates refuse to sign, they were for ever 4eclared incapable of 
being magistrates, and of merchandising. So that, if a party 
had a mind to get rid of any conscientious Presbyterian, who 
had a good trade, they had no more to do, but to get him 
chosen a magistrate or counsellor, for they were sure he woujd * 
not sign the declaration *. 

- The 5th act was for establishing a, national synod* consisting 
of the archbishops and bishops, deans and archdeaas, &c but 
then nothing was to be enacted that could jiot be confirmed by 
the king or his commissioner. It was declared that it was ne- 
cessary, for the honour of God and the good of souls, that there 
he a national synod ; and if so, then the prelates had neither of 

* For refusing to sign the above-mentioned declaration, John Earl of Craw- 
"ford lost his office of lord-trearurer, and Sir James Dundas of Arniston his post of 
'one of til? lords of s:ss:on. - , ' 
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these before their eyes ; for, though it passed at their desire* 
they took effectual care to prevent the meeting of any such 
synod. 

This parliament, says Mr Wodrow, ordered a levy to be 
made, if ne^d be, of 20,000 foot and 2000 horse, for the pre- 
servation of Christendom against the Turks ; and adds, that 
though k was never made, yet it had been much better em- 
ployed this way, than in persecuting Protestants. Burnet re- 
lates it thus : Another act was looked upon as a pompous com- 
pliment, and so it passed without any opposition. In it they * 
made an offer to the king of an army of 20,000 foot and 20 00: 
horse to be ready upon summons to march with 40 days provi- 
sion into any part of his majesty's dominions* to oppose inva- 
sions, to suppress insurrections, or for any other cause in which 
his authority, power, or greatness was concerned. None dream- 
ed, says the bishop, that ever any use was to be made of this y t 
yet Lauderdale had his own end in it, to let the king see what- 
use he might make of Scotland, if he should intend to set up 
arbitrary government in England. The rest of the acts of this 
session, relating to civil affairs, do not come under our present 
consideration. 

» On the 24th of June, Lord Lorn, who was condemned the 
last session, was set at liberty from the castle of Edinburgh j 
and, a few days after this session rose, a patent came down re- 
storing him .to all his grandfather's estate ; only as his father 
was much in debt when he died, his lordship was restricted ta 
I5,.000/. Scots a-year till the debts were paid off. 

Meantime Sir Archibald j Johnston, Lord \Varistoun, met 

.with quite different usage. For having, after the sentence o$ 

forfeiture and death passed against him by the first scssiqn of 

this parliament, gone abroad" to escape the fuiy of his enemies,. 

% even there did their crafty malice reach him. 

When at Hamburgh he was seized with a severe illness* 
during which Dr Bates, one of King Charles's physicians, gav$ 
him poison instead of physic, and then ordered to draw from 
him sixty ounces of blood, by which he was brought to the 
gates of death, and so far lost his memory, that he could not 
remember what he had done or said a quarter of an hour before, 
and continued in that condition ever after. 

At last, going unadvisedly into France, one Alexander Mur- 
ray,^ being dispatched in quest of him, apprehended him at Roan, 
.while engaged in secret prayer, a duty wherein he greatly de«- 
lighted. In January he was brought over prisoner and com- 
mitted to the Tower of London, where he continued till the be- 
ginning of June, when he was sent down to Edinburgh to be 
executed. .His carriage,' during his passage, was truly Chris- 
tian.. He landed at Leith on the StU of June, and was commit . 
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ted to the tolbooth of Edinburgh. From thence he Was,teougbI 
before the parliament on the Bth qf July. His nephew, Bishop 
Burnet, says, he was so disordered, both in body and mind, that 
ife was a reproach to any goverjiffjeut to proceed against him,. 
When at the bar of the house he discovered -such weakness^ of 
memory and judgment, that every person almost lamented him, 
except Sharp and the other bishops, who scandalously and base- 
ly triumphed over, and publicly derided him, thojigh it is well 
known Lotd Waristoun was once in case to have reasoned be-* 
fore the greatest assembly in Europe, nay, and to have presided 
in it. 

It seems that many of the members of parliament were in- 
clined to spare his life ; for, upon, thej question, Whether the 
time of his execution should be just now fixed or delayed, Lau- 
derdale interposed, upon calling the rolls, and made a most, 
threatening speech for his present execution : accordingly sen* 
tence was pronounced, that he be hanged at the cross of Edin^ 
burgh on the 2 2d of July, and his head placed on the Nether* . 
bow port beside that of Mr Guthrie. He received his sentence 
with such meekness as all were filled with admiration f for then 
he desired that the best blessings of fyeaven n^ght be upon his 
majesty, on the state and church, whatever ,b$fel himself, and . 
that God woul'd give his majesty true and faithful counsellors. 

During . the whole time of his imprisonment he was in a 
most spiritual and tender frame, tq the conviction of his very 
enemies ^ and the nearer his death approached, the composure 
of his .'mind became the n^ore conspicuous. He rested agree** 
ably the night before his execution, and in the morning was. 
full of consolation, sweetly expressing his assurance of being 
clotted with a long white robe, and of getting a new song of 
the Lamb's praise in his moutl\ before night ? He dined with 
cheerfulness, hoping to sup in heaven, and to drink the next 
cup fresh and new ii* his Father's kingdom. And, after he had 
spent some time in secret, about two o'clock fye.was taken from 
prison, attended by several of his friends in n^ourning, though 
he himself was full of holy cheerfulness and courage, and in a 
perfect serenity of mind, "When going to the scaffold, he said, 
frequently to the people, your prayers, your prayers ! When. 
he was on the scaffold, he said, I intreat you quiet yourselves a 
little, till this dying man deliver his last word^ among you ; and 
desired they would not be offended at his making use of his pam- 
per, to help his memory so much impaired by long sickness 
and the malice of physicians ; then he read hi$ speech (which is 
recorded in Naphtali, and in Mr Wodrow's appendix) first from 
the one side of the scaffold and then from the other, in which he 
J>ewailed his compliance with the usurpers, and declared his ad- 
herence to the covenants and work of reformation. After, this. 
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he prayed with the greatest fervency, and, in a very grtat rap- 
turef beginning- thus, Abba, Abba,* Father, Father, accept this 
tfiy poor siriful ^ervant coming unto thee through $h& merits of. 
Jfeiis Christ, &c. There were no ministers allowed to be with 
hinr, but those present observed that God sufficiently made up 
that want. He was helped up the ladder by some of his friends 
in deep mourning, and, as he ascended, he said, Your prayers, 
your prayers, I desire your prayert in the name of the Lor*L 
Such was the value he had for that duty. When got to the 
top of the ladder, he cried with a loud voice, * I beseech yon 
4 all who are the people of God, not to scare at sufferings for 
4 the interest of Christ, or stumble at any thing of this kind 
4 falling out in these days, but be encouraged to suffer for him; 
4 for I assure you, in the name t>f the Lord, he will bear your • 
4 charges.' At last he bid the executioner do his office, and 
crying out, O pray ! praise ! praise ! was turned off, and died 
almost without any struggle, with his hands lifted up to hea- 
ven. He was buried, in the Grey-friars church-yard, and his 
head was fixed* on the Nether-boW beside that of his dear friend 
Mr Guthrie. And thus fell the eminently pious and learned 
Lord Warristoun ; sa that, as the foundation of prelacy was 
laid in the blood of the noble marquis of Argyle, and the Swar- 
thy Mr James Guthrie, the building wascemeuted by the blood 
of Lord Warristoun. 

P* little before the execution of this great man, the council, 
on the 14th of July, ordered Mr James Wood, principal: of the 
coUecre of St Andrews^ and minister there, to be^summoned 
before them on the 23d, for continuing to exercise his office. 
He was scarcely allowed to speak in his own defence, and was/ 
<*entenced to confine himself within Edinburgh till farther orders* 
Whereupon he told them, he was sorry they had condemned a 
a person without hearing, whom they could not charge with, the 
breach of any law. 

• At the same time the council, at the instigation of -the bishop 
of Glasgow, ordered Messrs Alex. Livingstoun late at Big- 
gar, Matthew Mackail at BothWeL, John Guthrie at Tarbol~ 
ton, John Blair at Mauchlin, John Schaw at Selkirk, George 
Johnstoun at Newbottk, John Hardy at Gordon, Archibald 
Hamilton at Wigtotx," George Wauch at Kirkinner, and An- 
thony Murray at Kirkbean, ministers, to appear, before them 
on the 523d of July, under the pain of rebellion. Accordingly 
Messrs Hardy, Mackail and ifivingstone appeared, and were 
confined within the city of Edinburgh till farther orders, and 
in the mean time discharged from keeping auy private xjgjw 
yenticles. 

The same day a deputation was appointed to wait upon t% 
commissioner., to take some general course with all tlie xs&u»es&- 
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form ministers ; and on the 30th of July, Messieurs Matt&ew 
Ramsay at Old Kirkpatrick, James Walkinshaw at Bademock, 
Hugh Smith at Eastwood, James Hamilton at Eglisham^ and 
James Blair at Cathcart,' were ordered to answer for their sedi- 
tious carriage, u e. for continuing to preach the gospel, under 
pain of rebellion. Mr Hardy appearing, and owning that he 
had preached, the council declared his church vacant, and or- 
dered him f within 14 days, to remove 20 miles from his parish, 
six miles frtfm any cathedral church, and three miles from any 
royal burgh, in all time coming. And this' was a prelude to 
the mile act we shall presently hear of. On this 30th of July, 
letters were ordered to be directed to summon Mr William Gordon 
of Earlstoun to appear before them for his factious and seditious 
•carriage, /. e. his refusing to hear the curate, and his favouring 
the ejected ministers. ' ' 

Mr Mackail ventured back to Bothwel, and escaped for some 
time ; Mr Livingstone is said to have been confined to his parish 
till farther orders; Messieurs Johnstoun, Cuninghanie r and Blair, 
were confined to the north side of the Tay £ Mr Ramsay was 
remitted to the archbishop of Glasgow ; and Mr Smith and Mr 
Walkingshaw were ordered to obey the mile act made a few 
days before. 

For, on the 13 th of August, the council taking under their 
consideration, that several ministers, who by law, (*. t. the laws 
lately made) have no right to preach or reside in their parishes, 
do notwithstanding preach, administer the sacraments, and keep 
disorderly conventicles, &c. made an act, and published a pro- 
clamation commanding all such ministers, within twenty days 
after the publication of the same, to remove themselves, families 
and substance out of their respective parishes, and not to reside 
within twenty miles of the same^* nor within six miles of Edin- 
burgh, or any cathedral^ church, or three; miles of any royal 
burgh. This act extended to those ministers who were ordained 
before 1649, unless they attended the bishop's courts. 

Here we may see, 1. That the council had neither instruc- 
tions from the king, nor authority from the parliament to make 
this act, yea, they agreed to it, and published the proclamation, 
even though the parliament was then sitting; so that they as- 
sumed a power properly parliamentary under their very nose. 
2. This shews the persecuting spirit and temper of the bishops ; 
for this was the first act of council after the two archbishops 
were mcmbers'of it, and it is not unlikely that it was entirely 
owing to them, who could not endure presbyteriari ministers in 
their neighbourhood. 3 . Every person must see what hardships 
poor ministers and their small families were put to by thi? .* 
They were removed, merely for conscience sake, far from their 
beloved people, who might and doubtless would liave relieved 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



tfHAP. V. OHURCirOF SCOTLA^I). 143 

them in their necessities ; nay,, by this they were deprived of 
the means of educating their children, at least they must be at 
double charges^ and have them removed from under their in- 
spection when at school ; for the tender mercies of the wicked are 
cruel ! 

The bishops being vexed that any presbyterian ministers 
from Ireland should have shelter in Scotland, and that numbers 
. refused to hear the curates, the council, on the 7th of October, 
made an act, ordering all persons who should come from Ireland, 
without sufficient testimonials, either to return within fifteen 
days, or y be imprisoned and treated as seditious persons ; and 
declaring that all persons who withdraw from their parish- 
churches, after three achhonitions given them by the ministers 
of the respective parishes, shall be proceeded against upon the 
minister's attestation of his having intimidated the names of 
such persons ; and all noblemen, sheriffs, &c. and officers of the 
army, were required to assist and concur with ministers, in see- 
ing the law, in that case made and provided, duly put in execu- 
tion. How equitable it was to make ministers witnesses in 
f their own. cause, and put the executive power in the, hands of 
the army, must be left with the reader. 

On the 29th of September, Sideserfe, Bishop of Orkney, died, 
and on the 9th of October following the parliament was dissolv- 
ed, which, says Bishop Burnet, gave a general satisfaction to 
the country, because they were a furious set of people. We 
shall hear no more of parliaments for six years to corns. When 
the session was ended, several persons of quality went to Lon- 
* don, amongst whom was the Earl of Rothes, who met .with a 
gracious reception from his majesty , and was made a Member 
of the Privy-Council of England. ( But to return to the affairs 
of Scotland, where things were still growing worse and worse, 
and the effects of pralacy appearing more and more dismal. 

On the 13th of October the council gave orders to the Earl 
of Linlithgow to march with a number of foot to Kirkcudbright, 
which, with the soldiers there already, might make 160 men, 
to quarter till farther orders ; and at the same time command- 
ed Sir. Robert Fleming to march one squadron of the life-guards 
to quarter at Kilmarnock, and another at Paisley. 

On the 2d of November Archbishop Fairfoul died at Edin- 
burgh, and was interred with great funeral solemnity in the 
east end of the Abbey-church. 

On the 24th of November, the council being informed that 
the Laird of Earlstoun kept conventicles and private meetings 
in his house, notwithstanding the laws against such practices, 
ordered letters to be directed against him, to appear before 

them the— —day o f ■ ■ to answer for hts contempt, wider the- 
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pain of. rebellion. We sliall find more concerning him after- 
wards* 

On the same day Linlithgow was ordered to write a letter 
of thanks to Sir James Turner, for his care and pains in seeing 
the laws concerning church government duly obeyed, &cc. 

This Sir James, as the author of the memoirs of the Church 
of Scotland, observes, 4 was a tool to their minds, a stranger in 
the country, being an Englishman, bred to plunder and rapine 
in the service of the French, perfectly void of the fear of God 
or man, and unacquainted either with religion or humanity.* 
But though he was ready enough to execute his orders with ri- 
gour, yet we shall hear afterward that he was obliged to exceed 
the bounds of his own inclinations to satisfy the bishop of Gal- 
loway, who was fierce and cruel, as all apostates use to be. 

The council, finding that the body of the people in the west 
And south were most dissatisfied with prelacy, and having given 
the army power to levy the fines appointed by parliament, sent 
*a considerable body of forces with the strictest orders, to ob- 
lige all persons to submit to the bishops and their curates* 
which occasioned the most grievous oppressions and exactions 
under colour of law* 

, The process. was very short in cases of non-conformity. The 
Curate accused whom he pleased to Sir James, or any of the of- 
ficers, and frequently to a private centinel. The soldier is 
judge, no witnesses or proof is required, but the sentence is 
Summarily pron0unce4,-.and the soldier executes his own sen- 
tence, and with the greater chearfulness, that the money, ge- 
nerally speaking, came into his own pocket ; and often the fine 
exceeded what the law appointed. They behaved just as if 
they had been in an enemy's country. If a tenant or head of a 
family was unwilling or unable to pay, the soldiers were sent 
to quarter uponliim till they had destroyed ten times the value 
of the fine ; arid, when poor families were no longer able to 
sustain them, they were spoiled of their goods, which were 
sold for a trifle. 

In these quarterings family-Worship was ridiculed, they who 
performed it were treated by the profane soldiery as if it had 
been a conventicle. Multitudes were cruelly beat, and drag- 
ged to church or prison with equal violence. And thus hun- 
dreds of religious families in the west and south were scattered 
and reduced to extreme necessity, and their landlords obliged 
«ither*to conceal themselves or leave the country. Now, whe- 
ther this was not a more proper method for extirpating than es- 
tablishing of church-government, the reader may judge. If it 
be said, that none caa account for the extravagance of soldiers; 
then the more to bbftne were they who intrusted them with 
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such power, and did not cashier the officers for not restraining 
them. 

However, it must be granted that the blood-thirsty curates 
had no small share in this oppression ; for in most parishes they 
made a list of their congregations, not for the performance, of 
any part of their ministry, (that was the least of their care,), 
hut to expose their non-conforming parishoners to the ravages 
of the army. After sermon this list was called over from the 
pulpit, and all who were absent, except some favourites, were 
delated to the soldiers ; after which no defences could be heard, 
the fine must either be paid, or their houses quartered upon. 

As the churches of the old presbyterian ministers, who were 
not as yet ejected, wer.e much crowded, the soldiers when the 
worship was near over, went armed thereto, and obliged the 
people to go out one by one, and declare, upon oath, whether 
they belonged to that congregation ; and they who could not 
do this, though their own parishes were vacant, were immedi- 
ately fined, and what money they had about them taken from 
them- If they had none, then their Bibles, the men's coats 
and the women's plaids, were seized by these wretched execu- 
tioners ; so that the soldiers returned laden with spoil ; nay, in 
some places they would enter the churches by force, and inter- 
rupt divine worship. One party would stand at one door, a 
second at another, aud a third entered the church, and obliged 
the people to go all out at one door, and they who would not 
presently swear they belonged to that parish, were rifled of all 
that they had, and sometimes dragged to prison,; and after all, 
the poor people were sometimes forced to give it under their 
hand that they were kindly used. 

It would seem that even the council themselves were asham- 
ed of the rigorous proceedings of these military gentlemen ; for, 
on the 24th of November, they issued a proclamation, forbid- 
ding the officers of the standing army to exact any of the pen- 
alties contained in the fore-mentioned act, except the twenty 
shillings Scots from every person who absents from his own 
parish-church on the sabbath-day. But when soldiers are once 
let loose, restrictions will not easily tame them. 

About the end of the year the council were at much pains 
to press subscribing of the declaration imposed by the parlia- 
ment upon all in places of trust. But it is time now to go on 
to, 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of the erection and proceedings cf the High- Commission and the 
Acts of Council^ together with the state and sufferings of the 
Presbyterians till the year 1666. 

npHE king being pleased with the conduct of his privy-coun- 
-*- cil, relating to the declaration against the covenant, wrote 
to the chancellor, desiring that they would take all possible 
pains, that those who had not yet subscribed' it might be en- 
joined to do it, and that the places of those who refused might 
be supplied with proper persons ; this they readily complied 
with, and gave his majesty an account of their diligence j nay, 
they carried this point so far, that some who were chosen to be 
magistrates were prosecuted for not accepting, because they 
could not, in conscience, comply with these terms of accept- 
ance ; for when John Porter, Gilbert Wylie, John Reid elder* 
John Gray, Alexander Gardiner, Ninian Holmes, and some 
others, who were out of the kingdom, were elected to be ma- 
gistrates or members, of the town-council of Irvine, tfye privy- 
council ordered them to be summoned before them, because ra- 
ther than subscribe against their conscience, they had refused 
to accept the charge. 

But the chancellor, and some others were; not for driving so 
fast as the prelates would have them, and Glencairn, in parti- 
cular, was highly displeased with the insolence of the primate. 
Wherefore, about the end of the last year, 4 Sharp went up to 
London to complain of the privy-council, where he said there 
was such remissness, and so much popularity appeared on all 
occasions, that unless some more spirit was put in the admini- 
stration, it would be impossible tQ preserve the church.' That 
was the word always used, as if there had been a charm in it. 
He moved that there might be a letter writ giving him the pre- 
cedence of the lord-chancellor, and that the king would grant 
a special commission to some persons for executing the laws re- 
lating to the church. Accordingly the king granted a commis-' 
sion 4 to the Archbishop of St Andrews, the lord-chancellor, 
4 the lord-treasurer, the Archbishop of Glasgow, Duke Hamil~ 
4 ton, the Marquis of Montrose, the Earls of Argyle, AthoL, 
4 %Sc. or any five of them, an archbishop or bishop being one 
4 of the number, to call before them, when and where they 
4 should appoint, all popish traffickers, &c. (but papists lived 
4 very quietly under this reign) all obstinate contemners of the 
4 discipline of the church — all keepers of conventicles — all who 
4 preached in private houses, or elsewhere, without licence 
k irom the bishop — all who keep meetings at fasts and the ad- 
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minstration of the Lord's supper, not approven by authority- 
all who speak, preach, write, or print to the scandal and de- 
triment of the present government in church and state— all 
who do not attend divine worship it their parish-churches, 
%$c. with power to said commissioners, or any five of them, 
an archbishop or bishop being one, to censure ministers with 
suspension or deposition ; and to punish by fining, confining, 
%$c. all who shall be found transgressors, according as they 
shall judge of their offence, not exceeding the fines and pu- 
nishments appointed by the parliament and council; (they 
frequently found pretences to exceed this restriction.) 4 Com- 
manding the captains of his majesty's guards, the officers of 
the army and militia, i£c. to search for and apprehend' all 
such delinquents, and present them before the commissioners, 
upon warrant from any five of their number : — ordaining, far- 
ther, the lords of the privy-council to direct letters of horn- 
ing for the payment of the fines appointed by the commissiop- 
ers, in case delinquents should refuse to appear before them.— 
And generally, the commissioners aforesaid are authorised and 
impowered to do and execute what they shall find necessary 
for his majesty's service. And that a business of such import-* 
ance may take a speedy successful effect, — it is his majesty's 
pleasure, that this his commission shall endure to the first of 
November 1664, and after, till it be discharged by his ma-* 
jesty, and that the first meeting thereof, be at Edinburgh the 
first Wednesday of March next to come, and the after meet- 
ings in such places, and as often as shall be judged necersary* 
—Given at Whitehall, January the 16th — 1664.' \, 
This was certainly one of the most infamous courts that ever 
was erected in any protestant nation. In it were nine bishops 
to thirty-five laymen; but the bishops were made necessary 
members, and four, with any one prelate, were declared to be 
a quorum, which were too few of such a number, though the 
better for the purposes of their appointment. After the clause 
about papists, who were generally overlooked, all that fol- 
lows is levelled at the presbyterians. And, besides the ordi* 
1 nary crimes of conventicles and ministers exercising their office, 
all were exposed to prosecution who keep meetings at fasts and 
the sacrament of the Lord's supper. These were too serious 
exercises for the bishops, whose consciences, probably, smote 
them,' so that they, were afraid of the joint prayers of the 
Lord's people. Their power was niost extensive. They were 
impowered to hear and determine causes,, without appeal, could 
suspend and depose churchmen, fine, confine, and imprison all 
who should be accounted transgressors ; nay, they were autho- 
rised to do and execute what they should find necessary for his 
majesty's service. And what will not these prelates &pA neces- 
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sary for securing themselves and their underlings, if we may- 
judge from their former proceedings? This court was of a he- 
terogeneous nature, and, as one calls it, a hotch-potch mongrel- 
monster. Here were bishops and peers, inferior magistrates and 
military officers, \3c. all blended together. Their proceeding . 
was as unaccountable, unjus,t and cruel, as their power and au- 
thority was extravagant and illegal : for persons were brought 
before them without any information, accusation, witness or 
accuser; but, being fetched in, were obliged to answer, super 
inquirendis) to whatever questions were proposed. Lawful de- 
fences were neither received nor admitted ; and if any offered 
to propose any thing of that nature, he was required first to 
take the oath of allegiance or supremacy, the refusal of which 
was reckoned guilt sufficient. In short, the oppressions and 
grievances of this detestable court, whereof I shall give a few 
instances, were, in many things, noways inferior to that of the 
Spanish inquisition ; mean time it will be proper to mention 
the most remarkable intervening occurrences. 
' We have Seen, that when Sharp moved for the high-commis- . 
sion court, he at the same time proposed that himself might 
have the precedence of all the officers of state ; which motion 
the king likewise complied with, and accordingly sent a letter 
to the privy-cduncil, of the same date with the high-commis- 
sion, signifying his royal pleasure, that the Archbishop of St 
Andrews should have place, both at his council and all other 
public meetings^ before the chancellor and all other subjects 
within* the kingdom. This letter came down on the 26th 
January, and not a little disgusted the nobility, especially Glen- 
cairn the chancellor. However they could not help themselves, 
nor remonstrate against the sovereign prerogative. Thus was 
verified what Lauderdale, about three years ago, told Glen- 
cairn, that since he and Middleton would have bishops, they 
should have them with a vengeance. 

About this time some changes were made among the bishops : 
for Mr Alexander Burnet was translated from Aberdeen to 
Glasgow in the room of Fairfoul deceased ; Mr Scougal suc- 
ceeded t6 the bishopric of Aberdeen, and was reckoned one of 
the best of that order, and Mr Andrew Honnyman was made 
bishop of Orkney in the room of Sidersefe deceased. 

On t^e 16th of February a letter .was read in council upon 
the subject of the act of fines, requiring them to issue a new 
proclamation, commanding such fined persons as should be 
charged, in the name of the treasurer, or his deputy, or the 
advocate, before the first of August 1664, to make payment of 
the first half of the fines against Martinmas next to come, and 
the other half at or before the term of Candlemas following. 
Accordingly, next council-day, being the 18th of February, a 
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proclamation was drawn up, approved, and ordered to be pub- 
lished at the cross of Edinburgh, declaring the same to be as 
sufficient as if it had been published at all the head burghs of 
the kingdom. 

Notwithstanding the payment was postponed some time 
longer; for the king sent another letter to the council ; dated 
the 26th of July 1664, requiring such as should be charged 
betwixt that and the last - day of August, to pay their first 
moiety at or before the l lth of December next, and the second 
at or before the 2d of March, and a proclamation was publish- 
ed in the terms of the letter. What was the reason of this de- 
lay is not known, possibly the courfieii were not agreed about 
dividing the spoils. But what is delayed is not forgiven ; for 
on the 3d of November, the king's letter, dated the 17th of 
September, with a warrant inclosed, was read in the council, 
who issued a proclamation in terms of the inclosed warrant, 
commanding all those mentioned in the list specified in the war- 
rant, , or tjie heirs and executors of such as were dead, to pay 
the respective sums imposed upon them, the one half at or be- 
fore Candlemas, and the other at or before Whitsunday 1665, 
u-nder the pains and penalties mentioned in the act of parliament. 

One would imagine, that they who were thus fined had been 
guilty of some very notorious crimes, whereas they were 
chargeable with nothing but what the managers themselves and 
the whole nation were guilty of, viz. a necessary subjection td 
the usurpers. And though it be alleged in the warrant, that 
many of the king's subjects suffered greatly for their loyalty to 
.the king and his father, yet it is plain, that, had these fines 
been distributed among such sufferers, the presbyterian mini- 
sters would have had no small share, and many who were 
fined must have been exempted. Besides, how could persons 
be fined without ever being brought to any trial ? But this was 
a period where little justice or equity was to be seen. We 
shall afterwards hear with what severity these fines were exacted, 
though the west and south of Scotland were already sufficiently 
dramed by the army. 

• This was a time of trouble ; the faithful of the land were 
borne down like a torrent, and the vilest men were exalted ; 
and therefore, in such a time as this, presbyterian ministers, 
and others, used frequently to meet together for prayer in pri- 
vate houses : but at the instigation of the bishops and their un- 
derlings, who could not bear the prayers of God's people, the 
council, upon the 23d of February, made an act, ordering the 
magistrates of Edinburgh to cause search be made concerning 
the keeping of any private meetings and conventicles, within 
the city, by the ministers deprived by the Glasgow act, whom 
they call late ministers ,- and that they acquaint the lord chan* 
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cellor with what they discover, and the person's names, that or- 
der may be taken about the same. 

And as a farther proof of their vigilance this way, upon the 
first of March they passed another act, whereby, after narrat- 
ing 4 that they had considered several accusations exhibited * 

* against Mr William Gordon of Earlstoun, for keeping of pri- 
4 vate meetings and conventicles, contrary to the laws and acts 
4 of parliament, with his own judicial confession, that he had 

* been at three several conventicles, where Mr Gabriel Semple, 
4 a deposed minister, did preach, visa, one in Corsack wood, 
4 and the other two in the wood of Airds, at all which there 
4 were great numbers of people ; and that he did hear Mr Ro- 
4 bert Paton, a deposed minister, expound a text of scripture, 

* and perform other acts of worship in his mother's house ; and 
4 that Mr Thomas Thomson, another deposed minister, did 
4 lecture in his own house to his family on a sabbath-day ; and 
4 that, being required to enact himseli to abstain from all such 
4 meetings m time coming, and to live peaceably and orderly 
4 conform to law, he refused to do the same. They did there- 
4 fore order the skid Mr William Gordon of Earlstoun to be 
4 banished, and to depart forth of the kingdom within a month 
4 — and not return under pain of death, and that he enact him- 
4 self to live peaceably and orderly during the said month, un- 
4 der the pain of ten thousand pounds, or otherwise to enter 

, 4 his person in prison.! 

What times must these be, when a worthy gentleman, had 
such an act made against him for hearing presbyterian ministers ! 

Some time in the month of March died the learned and sin- 
gularly rjious Mr James Wood late principal -of the. college of 
St Andrews. Sharp thought proper to visit him once or twice 
upon his, death-bed, and then industriously spread a report, that 
Mr Wood being within the views of eternity, expressed himself 
concerning church-government as a matter of indifferency, and 
that he was as much for episcopacy as presbytery. Mr Wood 
coming to the knowledge thereof, thought himself bound in 
conscience to leave a public testimony against this false and ma- 
licious slander. In his testimony, dated the 2d of March 1664, 
he declared, that 4 he looked upon* the presbyterian governr 
4 ment as the ordinance of God,, appointed by Jesus Christ for 
4 governing and ordering his visible church ; that he never had 
4 the least change of thought about the necessity of it, nor of 
4 the necessity of the use of it ; and he declared before God and 
4 the world, that he stiH so accounted of it — and that, if he was 
4 to live, he would account it his glory to seal this word of his 
4 testimony with his blood ; and of this his declaration he took 
4 God, angels and men for his witnesses.' And subscribed the 
same, in presence of Mr William Tullidaff minister of Dumbog, 
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Mr John Carstairs his brother-in-law, and Mr John Pitcairn the 
writer. 

When this, testimony was published the archbishop was so 
nettled, that he ordered those who ^were present to be summon- 
ed before the high-commission, alleging, and even publicly re T 
porting, that the notary told to himself, that, when Mr Wood 
was exceeding weak, Mr Carstairs, having formed the ahove 
paper, had imposed upon, and got him to subscribe it. 

But when Mr Tullidaff and the notary came before the com- 
mission, they both declared that Mr Wood dictated the testi- 
mony (of which I have given an exact copy) and that the no- 
tary wrote it at his desire, and attested it, as was his office to dcy 
Thus the, primate once more got the lie to his face. After 
these two had continued for some time in prison, the bishop 
was forced to dismiss tliem without any further punishment, 
having shewn his malice, and been proved a spreader of lying 
calumnies upon those more righteous than himself. £ 

Mr Carstairs, for some reasons, thought proper to abscond ; 
only, that his conduct might not be constructed as the. 'effect of 
disloyalty, he wrote a letter to the chancellor, wherein he ex- 
cused his not appearing before the commission ; and declared 
that none persuaded Mr Wood to emit this testimony, that it 
was his own motion, that he dictated every word of it, and that, 
more than once, in conversation, he declared his sentiments^ as 
to presbyterian government, more fully than in the testimony 
itself ; so that, upon the whole, Mr Wood was vindicated from 
the false aspersions of the primate. 

The high-commission court should have assembled on the 
first Wednesday of March ; but it does not appear that they sat 
down before the 15 th of April, when they entered upon busi* 
ness. Though very few instances of the miquous proceedings 
of this dismal court can |be .given, yet these following are sufi> 
cient to shew their unprecedented, cruelty and injustice. 

Among their first proceedings they ordered Mr Wood's testi- 
mony to be burnt, and some ministers accessary thereunto to be 
put in prison, and the West-country gentlemen, who refused td 
give full conformity to the then church-government, to be fine4 
in the fourth part of their yearly income. But it is proper to 
give the reader some particular instances pf the hardships seve- 
ral endured. 

, Mr James Hamilton of Aikenhead, near Glasgow, wa^um- 
raoned before them, though nothing could be alleged against 
liirn, only that he did not hear Mr Hay, curate in Cathcart j 
a man most rigorous in exacting his stipend, particularly upon 
Aikenhead's tenants, which occasioned a squabble between the 
curate and some of them, from whom Mr Blair, the presbyte- 
tian minister of the place, protected him, and gothim, in a so- 
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lemn manner, to promise not to delate any of them. But Hay, 
contrary to his promise, went to Glasgow and accused them to 
the bishop, who immediately ordered Sir James Turner, with a 
party of soldiers, to go and apprehend some of them, whereof, 
and of the curate's cruelty and prevarication, Aikenhead being 
informed^ he would never after own him as a minister, especially 
as he was never called to that congregation. 

When this gentleman was brought before the commission, he 
was fined in a fourth part of his yearly rent \ and, whop he 
afterwards was before them, he frankly owned that he neither 
did nor would hear that incumbent ; and gave the court such a 
distinct account of Hay's conduct, that the archbishop of Glas* 
gow promised he should^ be removed : but the commission ur- 
ging this gentleman to engage to submit to and hear his succes- 
sor, he told them, he thought it soon enough to engage, when 
he had heard him, and knew who he was ; and peremptorily 
refuted all such previous contracts ; whereupon he was fined in 
another fourth part of his yearly rent, and remitted to the arch- 
bishop of Glasgow to give him satisfaction as to his loyal and 
peaceable behaviour. 

But the bishop, it seems, not being satisfied, he was again 
brought before this court, and was charged with keeping up 
the session-book of Cathcart, and the utensils of the church, 
refusing to assist the minister in session when called, and suffer- 
ing some of his family to absent from the church. As to the 
first part of his accusation, he offered to declare his innocence 
upon oath. But when the Earl of Rothes required him to tes- 
tify his loyalty, by taking the oath appointed by law, upon his 
refusing the supremacy in the oath, and to become surety for all 
his tenants, that they should attend the ordinances and live re- 
gularly, the court fined him in 300/. sterling, and ordered him 
to prison till he paid it, and then to transport himself to the 
town of Inverness, being above 100 miles from his own house, 
and to remain there under confinement during pleasure. He 
paid the half of his fine, and 'his estate was sequestrated for the 
rest, and in three weeks he presented himself to the magistrates 
of Inverness, where he continued about a year and a half, till 
his confinement was taken off. He was not long at home till 
he was confined to his own house, and a mile round it, for six 
months : and, before that time was elapsed, he was one day 
carried in prisoner to the tolbooth of Edinburgh, without any 
reason assigned, and remained there nineteen weeks ; at length, 
by the payment of eighty guineas, he got out. 

Another instance of the wicked severity of this court, appeafs 
in the case of Mr John Porterfield of Douchall in the shire o£ 
Renfrew. The reason why this gentleman was brought before 
the commission was his not hearing the curate of Kilmacolm, 
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where his house and estate lay. He told them that he could 
not hear the curate, because he had abused him with groundless, 
base, and injurious reproaches. The court looking upon this 
as a sufficient defence, admitted him to bring in evidences : but 
the very first witness attesting all, nay,' more than what had 
been * alleged* the court immediately interrupted the examina- 
tion, and required Porterfield to take the oath of allegiance ; 
which he refusing to do, without some salvo as to the clause of 
supremacy therein, they immediately fined him in the sum of 
500/. sterling, ordered his estate to be sequestrated till payment 
should be made, and confined him to the town of Elgin, in the 
shire of Moray, where he continued about four years. Reflec- 
tions upon this are needless, as here the reader cannot but see 
the height of injustice, because the examination of witnesses was 
interrupted, -a fine was imposed for mere non-conformity, and a 
gentleman banished purely for conscience sake. 

Their proceedings against the Rev. Mr Alexander Smith, 
minister at Cowend, may also be well worth our notice. His 
great crime was preaching privately in his own house, or, in the 
style of that time, for keeping • of conventicles. When this 
worthy person was before tjiem, his examination was in a very 
odd manner interrupted ; for in answering several questions pro- 
posed to him by archbishop Sharp, he calling him only Sir, and 
not my Lord, the Earl of Rothes asked him if he knew to whom 
he was speaking. Mr Smith replied, Yes, my Lord, I do ; I 
speak to Mr James Sharp, once a fellow-minister with myself. 
This was reckoned such a very high crime, that, without any 
further inquiry into the aftair of conventicles," Mr Smith was 
ordered to be laid in irons, and cast into that nasty place com- 
monly called The thieves' hole, where he had for his company a 
poor furious distracted man. And, to use the words of the au- 
thor of the memoirs of the church of Scotland, 6 here the godly 
minister lay some days in danger of being destroyed by the poor 
demented wretch, who every moment threatened to kill him ; but 
God, who stopped the mouths of Daniel's lions, restrained him, 
so as he hurt him not.' He continued for some time in that dismal 
place, until the kindness and respect of the people of Edinburgh 
made the* bishops ashamed of this unaccountable step. He was 
therefore removed to another room in the prison, where, through 
cold and other hardships, he fell sick, and was in danger of his 
life ; yet such was their cruelty, that he could not get a few 
days liberty from prison. The author of the forsaid memoirs 
says, that these merciful judges hearing, that, by the grate of 
the thieves' hole which looked to the street, he was relieved and 
comforted by the charity and compassion of many good people - 
in the city, they were threatened for relieving him ; and at 
length he was carried to a place called The iron-house^ in the 
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same prison, where none could come near hinw After some 
time, by another sentence, he was banished to one of the isles of 
Shetland, Where he cbntinned many years in a wretched starving 
condition ; for this is the coldest and wildest of all the, Scots 
islands ; and, as the author just now mentioned adds, here his 
only relief^ as to this world, was the society of other blessed 
sufferers who were banished thither for the same good cause. 

The treatment of some of the parishioners of Ancrura is not 
to be omitted. When their excellent minister Mr Livingstone 
was taken from them, one Mr James Scot, who was under the 
sentence of excommunication, was presented to that charge. On 
the day fixed for his settlement several people did meet together 
to oppose it ; and particularly a countrywoman, desiring to 
speak with him in order to dissuade him from intruding himself 
upon a reclaiming people, pulled him by the cloak, intreating 
him to hear her a little ; whereupon he turned and beat her 
with his staff. This provoked two or three boys to throw a 
few stones, which neither touched him nor any of his company. 
However, it was presently lqoked upon as a treasonable tumult, 
and therefore the sheriff and justices of the peace, in that bounds 
fined and imprisoned some of these people, which, one would 
think, might atone for a crime of this nature. But the high^ 
commission, not thinking that sufficient, ordered those criminals 
to be brought before them. Accordingly the four boys and tlii? 
woman, with two brothers of hers of the name of Turnbull, 
were brought prisoners to Edinburgh, The four boys confess-' 
ed, that, "Upon Scot's beating the woman, they had thrown each 
his stone. The commissioner told them that hanging was too 
good for them. However, the sentence of this merciless court 
only was, that they should be scourged through the city of 
Edinburgh, burnt in the face with a hot iron, and then sold as 
slaves to Burbadoes4 The boys endured their punishment like 
men and Christians, to the admiration of multitudes. The two 
brothers were banished to Virginia, and the woman was order- 
ed to be whipped through the town of Jedburgh. Burofit, 
bishop of Glasgow, when applied to that she might be spared 
lest she should be with child, mildly answered, That he would 
make them claw the itch out of her shoulders. 

Several presbyterian ministers were before them, of whoci 
very imperfect accounts can be given. Mr George Hamilton, 
afterwards minister at Edinburgh, and some other ministers of 
Fife, were summoned and discharged from administering the 
Lord's supper, for the bishops were galled at the vast numbers 
that came to partake of that ordinance. 

Sir William Cuningham of Cuninghamhead was before them 
when they sat at Glasgow ; ' he was obliged to produce his chap- 
lain Mr John Hatridge, who beginning to say, 4 My Lordsj 4 
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4 hope none of you will take it ill that I declare before you 
4 some things that are pressures to my conscience.' §harp in- 
terrupted him, saying, What have we to do, Sir, with the pres- 
sures of your conscience ? Go to the door presently. And, as 
he was removing, he called to him, without ever consulting the 
court, Sir, you are discharged to preach without a licence from 
the archbishop of Glasgow ; and so he was no more called. v 

In one of their meetings at Edinburgh they fined Mr Walter' 
Pringle of Greenknows in some hundred pounds sterling, for n<* 
other reason but because he would not take the oath of alle- 
giance without an explication. 

I shall conclude this account with the case of Mr Black,, 
mentioned by the author of the memoirs. This gentleman was 
charged by the commission with having been at a private meet- 
ing for prayer ; whether any minister was with them or not 
was not alleged, neither had they any thing else to accuse him 
of, nor could they prove his being at that meeting, only they 
would have him confess, which he declined. ' Then they re- 
quired he would declare . upon oath who was at the said meet- 
ing* And because he said this was against his conscience, and 
that he would not be an accuser of innocent men, he was 
sentenced to be scourged through the town, which he chearfully. 
suffered. > 

From these few instances of the proceedings of t^his inquisi- 
tionrcourt, the reader may form , a judgment of their cruelty, 
and of .the sad state of the kingdom under the power of such 
oppressors. It is no wonder though the records of their pro- 
ceedings are not to be found in the council register for a long 
time. The council ordained letters of horning for the payment 
of all fines imposed or to be imposed by this judicature. And 
about the end of this year, Sharp got the powers of the high- 
commission court, termed likewise the commission for church or 
ecclesiastical affairs, enlarged, by which they had authority to 
banish, stigmatize, and inflict all kinds of punishment, except 
death ; but it is plain they took upon them aM these powers be- 
fore they received them. * • 

It is now time to give some account of the more remarkable 
things that occurred during these proceedings of the high-com- 
mission. ' • 

On the 29th of April, the council published an act forbidding 
to give charity, or make any contributions in favour of suffering 
rninisters and others, who, they pretended, were disaffected to 
the government : so that now the poor sufferers were not only 
discharged to meet together, and pray to God in the time of, 
their distress, but all subjects were expressly forbid to relieve 
them in their extremities. 
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At the sime time the Earl of Argyle and the archbishop of 
Glasgow were added to the council, and took the oaths and their 
places at that board ; and a proclamation was published against 
that known and celebrated treatise of the great ornament of 
Scotland, Mr George Buchanan, dejure r^egni apud Scotos^ or- 
dering all persons to deliver what copies they had of the trans- 
lation of that treatise to the clerk of the council, under the pe- 
nalty of being prosecuted as seditious persons. But whether it 
had not been more proper to have ordered an answer to be made 
to the solid arguments in that dialogue against tyranny and ar- 
bitrary government, must be left with the reader. 

On the 30th of May* the Earl of Glencairn, lord high-chan- 
cellor of Scotland^ departed this life. At his death he earnestly 
desired to be attended by presbyterian ministers, especially by 
Mr Douglas, who was then in Fife ; and* before Mr Ker could 
be fetched from Haddington he was speechless. Several other 
of the noblemen and gentlemen, however hard they were upon 
the presbyterian ministers in their Kfe, wanted their fellowship 
when they came to die •, which made the Duke of York once 
say, that he believed all Scotsmen, be what they would in their 
life, were presbyterians at their death. Upon this Sharp, as 
bishop Burnet informs us, fearing lest the Earl of Tweeddale 
should be advanced to that high post, wrote to Sheldon, arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, signifying that upon the disposal of the 
seals the very being of the church clid so absolutely depend, 
that he begged he would press the king that he (Sharp) might 
be called up before that post should be disposed of. The king 
bid Sheldon assure him he should take special care of that mat- 
ter, and that there was no occasion for his coming up. How- 
ever, Sharp ventured to go up, and was cpldly received. The 
king asked him if he had not received the archbishop's letter. 
Sharp said he had ; but he would choose rajjier to venture on 
his majesty's displeasure, than to see the church ruined— and ' 
that so much depended upon the good choice of a chancellor, 
that he could not answer it to God and the church, if he did not 
bestir himself in that matter : he knew many spake of himself 
for that post ; but he was so far from that thought, that if his * 
majesty had any such intention, he would ' rather chuse to be 
sent to a plantation ; he wished that he might be a churchman 
in heart, but not in habit, who should be i raised to that trust. 
These, says Burnet, were his very words as the king reported 
them. However, he went from the king to Sheldon, and press- 
ed hirri to move the king for himself. Sheldon did so ; but his 
majesty suspecting Sharp to have set him on, asked if that was 
not the case ; and when Sheldon owned it, the king told him 
what Sharp had said to himself. However Sheldon prayed 
the king, that whatever he thought of the man, he would con- 
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sider the archbishop and the church, which the king assured 
him he would do. Sheldon told Sharp, that he s$w the mo* 
tion for himself did not take, so he must think of somewhat 
eke. Sharp then proposed that the seals might be put into 
the hands of the Earl of Rothes, till his majesty should pitch 
upon a proper person, which was readily complied witlu 
However, the great seal was, on the 1st of August, put into 
the archbishop's hands, till a chancellor stould be named, and 
about the latter end of the year, Rothes was made keeper of 
it. Jiis lordship was likewise lord-high-treasurer, general of 
the forces by sea and land, and extraordinary lord of tfye ses- 
sion, commander of his majesty's life-guards, and principal 
collector of the fines. The Archbishop of Glasgow was made 
an extraordinary lord of session. Cut as these things do not 
so immediately coneern this history, I shall pass them over ; 
for, notwithstanding the alteration of hands, there was little 
or no change of measures. 

On the 8th of June, the head of the noble Marquis of Ar- 
gyle was ta&en down from the tolbooth early in the morning, 
and conveyed to his body, and his son continued in favour 
till his appearance for the Protectant religion at the Duke of 
Xork's parliament. 

On the 23d of June, the council sent a party of soldiers to 
force the parish of Dregltorn to submit to the episcopal mi- 
nister thrust in upon them, with power to oblige every one to 
pay twenty-pence for every time he should be absent from the 
church ** The same day the council ordered Mr John Crook- 
sbank and Mr Michael Bruce, whom they called pretended 
ministers, to be summ6ned, at the cross of Edinburgh and 
pier of Leith, to appear before them on the 27 th of July next, 
with power to the officers of the army to apprehend them. 
These worthy ministers were come from Ireland, and all their . 
crime was preaching the gospel. This was the first time the 
council used the phrase, pretended ministers. It does not ap- 
pear that either of them answered the summons, or were ap- 
prehended. We shall afterwards hear more of them. 

On the 24th of July that useful, faithful, and zealous servant 
of Christ, Mr William Guthrie, minister at Fen wick, was 
ejected. He wrote that excellent little treatise, known by the 
name of The trial of a saving interest in Christ. 1 his worthy 
person, by the interest of several noblemen, had been some- 
time overlooked, notwithstanding his plainness and faithful- 
ness in hearing testimony for Clirist at that. time. 

* The method of dragooning people to church was no less unknown to tho 
^ots, than disagreeable to the spirit of Christian ! y until Sharp and the.oiht:: 
Relates introduce J it. 
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But when Burnet was made Archbishop of Glasgow, Mr 
Guthrie and the few remaining ministers about him were at- 
tacked ; as Mr Livingstone at Biggar, Mr Mackail at Both- 
well, Mr Gabriel Maxwell at Dundonald, Mr Gabriel Cuning- 
ham at Dunlop, Mr A. Hutchison and Mr William Castlelaw 
at Stewartoun. 

No intercession could prevail with the bishop to spare Mr 
Guthrie. The Earl of Glencairn, in particular, is said to 
have spoken to the bishop in his behalf, and received a short 
answer, which made his lordship say, We have set up these 
men, and they will trample upon us* Mr Guthrie, finding 
that he must part with his beloved people, appointed Wed- 
nesday the 20th of July to be observed by them as a day of 
solemn fasting and prayer. He preached from Hos. xiil & 
JO Israely thou hast destroyed thyself; from which he feithfelly 
laid before them, theirs and the land's sins \ and indeed the 
place was a Bochim. The Lord's day following being fixed 
for his ejectment, he intimated that sermon would begin that 
morning betwixt four and five, and then he preached twice to 
th«m from the close of his last text, In me is thy help, and dis- 
missed the people before nine. The reader may easily con- 
jecture what a sorrowful parting this was. But though they 
would have been ready to sacrifice their all for his sake, he 
would not permit them to use the least violence. 

The archbishop of Glasgow, after dealing with several of 
his curates to intimate his sentence against Mr Guthrie, at 
last prevailed upon the curate of Calder, by the promise, as 
was said, of five pounds sterling, to perform this service* Ac- 
cordingly on the day appointee!, fee came with a party of 11 
soldiers to Fenwick church, and by commission from trie arch- 
bishop, discharged Mr Guthrie to preach any more there, 
and declared the church vacant- The holy good man be- 
haved, on this occasion, like himself, and treated the soldiers 
with the utmost civility : but when the curate went to the 
church to intimate the bishop's sentence from the pulpit, none 
came to hear him except the party he brought with him ; a 
few child vcn % who created him some uneasiness, were driven 
out by the soldiers. 

It was reported that Mr Guthrie, at parting, told the curate 
lie foresaw some evident mark of the Lord's displeasure against 
him, and exhorted him to prepare for some sudden stroke. 
Be that as it will, this curate never preaehed after he left Fen- 
wick ; for in a few days he died, in great torment, of an iliac 
passion, or of a violent and dangerous kind of cholic ; his wife 
and children died in about a year after, and none belonging 
to him were left. Thus by the malice of the prelates, this 
bright :md shining light of the west of Scotland was extia- 
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guisbed, and he entered into his master's joy on the 10th of 
vOctober iiext year. 

This excellent person *ad been much afflicted with the 
gravel during his life, which obliged him, contrary to his in- 
clination, to use some diversion. The last time he was with 
his cousin Mr James Guthrie, he happened to be melancholy, 
which made Mr James say, A penny for your thought, cousin* 
Mr William answered, There is a poor man at the door, 
give him the penny \ which being done, he proceeded and 
said, * I'll tell you, cousin, what I am not only thinking upon, 
« but am sure ei\ if I be not under a delusion ; and it is this, 

* that the malignants will be your death, and this gravel will 

< be mine 5 but you will have the advantage of me, for you 

* will die honourably before many witnesses, with a rope about 
« your neck, and I will die whining upon a pickle straw, and 
« will endure more. pain before I rise from your table, than all 

< the pain you will have in your death.' A certain minister 
observed, that this holy man died a sufferer, for he was de- 
posed by the bishop, but in hope that one day the Lord would 
deliver Scotland from her thraldom. 

Such was the inveteracy of the managers, that on the 9th 
of August, the council made an act against selling or printing; 
of the speech which Lord Waristoun delivered at his execu- 
tion, though there was in it nothing either treasonable or se- 
ditious* Sir Robert Murray of Cameron was by this act em - 
powered to examine iill booksellers and others, in order to find 
out how the said speech dime to be printed, and to commit 
them to prison, as he should see cause : if any was prosecuted 
upon this act is not known, but this is certain, the bishops 
continued to persecute the ministers. 

Thus on the 10th of October, the Bishop of Dunkekl de- 
posed Mr Andrew Donaldson, minister at Dalgety, to which 
he had been admitted in the year 1644. By the interest of 
Charles Earl of Dunfermline he was favoured beyond many 
of his brethren j and therefore could not well escape the ma- 
lice of the prelates at this time. Accordingly, when the earl 
was called up to London, the primate pushed the Bishop of 
Dunkeld, in whose diocese Dalgety was, to deprive him. The 
bishop therefore wrote to him to attend the presbyteries under 
pain of suspension ; which Mr Donaldson disregarded, and 
continued at his work till the diocesan meeting in October, 
when the bishop deposed him, and gave him notice of it in a 
letter, which Mr Wodrow has inserted at large ; find that 
they might play sure game, Sharp procured a party to be sent 
to eject him, who came lo the church on a Lord's day, when 
the people were assembled to hear him 5 however for prevent- 
1 ' '. 1 
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ing disturbance, Mr Donaldson, got leave to preach that day 
also, upon promising afterwards to withdraw. 

But when the Earl of Dunfermline g6t notice of these pro- 
ceedings, he got a warrant from the king restoring Mr Do- 
naldson to Dalgety during his life, which his lordship brought 
down and shewed to the primate. The arehbishop, knowing 
well how to dissemble, professed a great regard for the earl, 
and said, the king must be obeyed ; but craved as a favour 
that the earl would do nothing for 'three weeks in it, till he 
considered how to provide for a young man that was just set- 
tled in the parish, which his lordship yielded to. Mean while 
Sharp, by his interest at Court in the earl's absence, procured 
a warrant under the king's hand, and got it down by express, 
before the three weeks were expired, discharging all ejected 
ministers from returning to their charges ; and thus the mitre 
tricked the coronet, for though his lordship was vexed, yet he 
was obliged to submit. 
1 On the 3d of November, William Dobbie* a weaver, who 
had been for some time under confinement, was set at liberty. 
And the same day the Rev. Mr Thomas Wylie, formerly 
mentioned, presented a petition to the council, that they 
would be pleased, on account of the bad state of his health, to 
permit him to reside with his family in any place of Lothian, 
being 50 miles from bis former charge. With this the coun- 
cil thought proper to comply upon his giving a new bond for 
his peaceable behaviou*. ' ■* " 

The same day, Sir John Nisbet's patent to be king's advo- 
cate was read and recorded in council ; the former advocate, 
Sir John Fletcher, having been accused of bribery, partiality, 
and other pieces of mismanagement, and not being able to 
acquit himself sufficiently, was obliged to resign, 

On the 17th of November, the council issued a proclama- 
tion, ordering all ^Ministers, who had been ejected since 1661, 
to retire from Edinburgh widiin forty-eight hours ; and not 
to reside either there, or in any other place prohibited by act 
of council 1663, without a proper licence, under the penalty 
of being imprisoned, and otherwise punished as seditious per* 
sons. Such were the restraints now laid upon ministers, that 
they were forbid to pray to God, or get relief from men, or to 
inspect the education of their children at schools, unless they 
would so far own the prelates', as to get a warrant from them. 
Popish priests and professed papists were entirely at liberty, 
while some of the king's best subjects durst not reside in Edin- 
burgh, or any royal burgh, for no crime but because they ad- 
hered to their principles against prelacy. 

1 he people of the presbyterian persuasion were every where 
harassed, and the methods mentioned in the last chapter were 

3 ' 
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continued, fivery day the soldiers grew more and more in- 
solent at the churches where any old presbyterian ministers 
ventured to continue. And through the west and south of 
Scotland- multitudes of families were dispersed, the soldiers 
acting mud) in the same manner there, as the French dragoons 
did some years after among the prptestants of that kingdom. 
Sir James Turner acted a very severe part wherever he. went, 
though I am not able to give particulars. 

On the 1 8th of December, the council made an act against 
Mr John Spreul, late town-clerk of Glasgow,, for refusing to 
take the. oath of allegiance and supremacy* ordering him to 
oblige hijpsel^ under the pain ©f death, to depart, out of 4;he 
kingdom by the first of February next, and not to return 
without licence. 

The same day the council granted a licence to the Rev. Mr 
-Alexander Moncrief to come to Edinburgh, and to continue 
there till the 24th instant about his necessary afiairs - f for such 
wore the times, that, let a minister's afiairs be ever so urgent, ' 
•he durst not go to any royal burgh without licence. 
• After this good man had suffered . much from one of the 
heritors of his parish, as is related in The Fulfilling of the 
Scriptures, though jiis name be not mentioned, and had been 
discharged from his parish) &c. people began to resort to him, 
and hear hiiri preach in his own family; wherefore he was 
obliged to remove from his house, and required to live 20 
miles from his charge, and 7 or 8 miles from a bishop's seat* 
or royal burgh ; and after that was constrained to retire to a 
remote place in the Highlands, where he was in a surprising 
-manner supported, and was singularly useful In the conversion 
of many. 

At length be came with his family to Edinburgh, where he 
preached for several years in private. After he was inter- 
communed, in the year 1675, his house and many other places 
-about the city were searched for him, but he was wonderfully 
kept out of their hands. He was much solicited, when in 
these hazardous circumstances, to leave the kingdom, and had 
an ample call to Londonderry in Ireland ; but he always de-„ 
elinfcd to leave his native country ; and, in his pleasant way, 
• used to say, That he would suffer where he had sinned, and 
essay to keep possession of his Master's house till he should 
, come again. He left many seals of bis ministry, being a mpst 
faithful and laborious minister. He was miglity in prayer, 
and had many remarkable returns. He lived till harvest 1688, 
. and so he may be said to have kept possession of his Master's 
house till he came agaiu. 

The year 166^ does not afford so many instances of cruelty 
as. the former years,. The Earl of Rothes, who was loaded 

vol* i. ,L 
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with places of trust and power, and was the chief manager in 
Scotland, under the direction of Lauderdale, was scarcely ever * 
so severe as when in the high.commission court, where he did 
not act like himself. 

The first general calamity that befel the nation this year 
was the war with the Dutch, which the king entered into in 
the winter. It does not life so immediately before me to speak 
of the rise of this war. It is by this time pretty well known 
that his majesty was much under the influence of Lewis XIV. 
the young King^of France, and that it was in.ooncef t with him 
that this war was undertaken* The declaration was dated the 
22d of February, but was not published till the 2d of March v 
and on the 3d of May a proclamation was issued, appointing 
the 7th day of June to be observed as a public fast* which Was 
complied with by all the presbyterian ministers who as yet 
kept their churches. Mr James Fergusson, minister at Kit* 
winning, when intimating this fast to nis people, gave a par- 
ticular ac&mnt of the crying sins of the time as the causes of 
the threatened judgments, which be reduced to this one ge- 
neral, the contempt of the gospel, which was discovered by 
the rough handling of the messengers of Christ, the laying 
many congregations desolate, contempt of the Sabbath and 
^ordinances, and all kinds of profaneness. 

Much about the same time the pestilence broke out hi Eng- 
land, which increased in- the city and suburbs of London, tiM 
eight or ten thousand died in a? week. It was. observed, in 
several papers written at this time, that the appearance of a 
globe of fire was seen above that part of the city wfc&re the 
solemn 4eague and covenant was ijurnt. , Whether that be 
true or not, it is certain the plague broke but there, and very 
few were left alive in the street where that open affront had 
been put upon the oath of God. 

It may, perhaps, be thought trifling to observe, with my 
author, that several remarkable signs did precede and accom- 
pany the pestilence, such as the appearance of 3, large comet 
in the end of the last year, and of another in the month of 
k March this year, together with such a violent frost and snow, 
that there was no plowing from December tffl the middle of* 
March. How far these things were *be prognostics of severe 
judgments, I shall leave to the reader's own consideration- 

The raging of the pestilence in England, the Dutch w^r, " 
and some other occurrences, a Httle abated the ftny of the 
managers in Scotland* so that some small Savours were granted 
to Presbyterian ministers and gentlemen, and the prelates be- * 
gan to be jealous of some "of the noblemen as not hearty 
enough in the interests of the church. Thus, on the third of 
May, Walter JPringle of Greenknpws, who had been confined 
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in the jail of Elgin, had his confinement Enlarged, by obtain- 
ing the liberty of the whole town, and a mile round it, during 
the council's pleasure ; and Mr John Smith minister was per- 
mitted to come to Edinburgh for the advice of physicians* 

But there happened a litde ; disturbance in the West-kirk©f 
Edinburgh, between the parishioners and Mr William Oordoti 
their curate ; some of them were put in the thieves' hole, and 
a man and a woman were scourged through the city ; and 
about this time several in Dumfries ivere imprisoned for not 
hearing the curates and submitting to prelacy* < 

Nothing could alter the cruel disposition of th^ bishops $ 
and Sharp pretending that the fanatics, a name *>f reproach 
now, -given to the presbyterians, would rise and join the Dutch 
against the king, orders were given for disarming the west 
and south of Scotland. * The violent seizure of men: arms, 
which ensued, was a very great loss to the country. But it 
does not appear that joining the Dutch was so muchas thought 
of by them ; howbeit, the prelates judged the«|salvefe metre 
secure, and at greater liberty to do whaft they pleased. 

The Duke of York sailed with the -English fleet in May, 
and, before the Dutch could be ready, alarmed the coasts of 
Holland* In the beginning of June the two fleets engaged,* 
and the Dutch were overthrown by the English* The duke, 
seeing it was in vain to -continue his pursuit, returned to the 
coasts of England, and after he landed repaired to Whitehall 
to receive the acclamations of the court and *cky *of LcfndOn. 

On the 20th of June, the oonncil at Edinburgh pubHshed 
the Sitig's proclamation for a thanksgiving to be observed <m 
the J3th of July, recommending lit to tlie bishops to order the 
-ministers io read the same from their respective pulpits. . 

The .same day Mr JohnSUrliagmkikter was permitted to 
come to Edinburgh about his necessary aflkirfc, atid afterwairds 
allowed to certtintee there for his health tilLtke list pf Septem- 
ber. .And <€ti the 6th of July, Mr Joh& Capoten who k&d 
been confined ito Loehaber since the year 1662, had his edn- 
finement chawed to the city of Glasgow, and two miles round. 

About this time Mrs Trail, wife of the Rev. Mr Robert 
Trail, fcfmerJy banished, *and whp was now in JEJcrilahd, was 
imprisoned for sending and receivu&g letters from her hus- 
band, though they contained oothiag but what totaled to their 
family affairs., . t 

On the 2d of August, *t convention of estate* met at Edin- 
burgh, in otrder to ladse money for. his majesty to «#pp©rfc him 
in his war against the Dutch, Sharp was chosen preses ; for 
k seems this was for the honour of the church, that a bishop 
should be at the head of the convention. 
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It may be thought that by this time episcopacy was estd- 
bHshed in Scotland upon as sure foundations as human laws 
eould go ; but care must be taken to perpetuate this to futu- 
rity. Accordingly, this summer an order was madei -appoint- 
ing that no academical decrees be conferred upon any who* 
wofcrid not take the oath or allegiance and supremacy 5 so that 
a great many of the most deserving youths of the nation were 
excluded from their degrees, and the rising generation became 
gradually disposed to take any the most dubious and sel£con- 
tradictory oaths that were imposed upon them. 

It was a great eye-sore to the bishops that some of the 
ejected ministers continued to preach openly, especially in the 
shire of Galloway : wherefore that country was grievously 
oppressed by Sir James Turner and the soldiers under his 
command at their instigation, and several in the' parish of 
Stewartoun in Ayrshire were fined and others imprisoned, 
for hearing a presbyterian minister. Bishop Burnet says, that 
* the whole face of the governmentlooked liker the proceedings 
pf an inquisition, than of legal courts, and yet Sharp was 

< never satisfied 5 so Lord Rothes and he went up to court the 
first year of the Dutch war. When they # waited first on the 
king, Sharp put him in mind of what he had said at his last 

r parting, that, if matters went not well, none was to* blame but 
either Lauderdale or Rothes 5 and now he came to tell his 
majesty^ that matters were worse than ever 5 and he must do 
the Earl 'of Rothes the justice to say, that he had done his 
part. This exasperated Lauderdale, who, when Rothes and 
Sharp withdrew* told the king, he was now accused to his face, 
but he would quickly let him see what a man Sharp was. 
Accordingly, he followed the archbishop home, and told him, 

' it Was the king's pleasure that he should put the accusation; 
with which he had charged him in writing, and that he must 
either go through with it, else he would charge him with 

J leasing^making. All this Lauderdale delivered in such a tone, 
that the upright prelate fell a trembling and weeping. He 
protested he meant no harm to him ; only was sorry that his 
friends, upon all occasions, were pleading for favour to the fa- 

< natics. Lauderdale told him, that would not do ; he was not 
- answerable for his friends, except when they acted by direc r 

tions from him. In short, Lauderdale carried Sharp, to the 
king, where he, retracted every thing he had said in so gross a 
manner, that the king 9aid afterward*, that Lord Lauderdale 
was ill-natured to press it so heavily, and force Sharp to give 
himself the lie in such coarse terms. 

The high-commission court was now upon the decline \ and 
though many were summoned before them, yet few obeyed the 
summons. However, some were obliged to appear, particu- 
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/ larly Mr Hugh Ireetyles, minister at Lochwinnoch, in the shire 
of Renfrew, for preaching one Sabbath-night in his own house, 
te sonje people who came to hear him. When this worthy 
person came before them, he used as much freedom as might 
have provoked them to banish him, bad not this inquisition- 
court been on the decline. He told them he did not know 
what to make of their court ; he could reckon it scarce either 
civil or ecclesiastic ; yet, since his majesty's commissioner had 
commanded him, and self defence was juris naturalise he had 
appeared innocently to defend himself, and to give account of 
plain matter of fact. He told them, that ever since he- was a 
minister, he had exercised in his, family on Sabbath-evenings, 
and the people who lived near him generally came to hear 
him. He alleged that the law did not militate at all against 
this, if the reason of the law be considered. The reason of 
their law behoved to be either to prevent people's leaving the 
public worship, which could have no place in this case, or to 
prevent people's being alienated from the minister of the con- 
gregation, which could have no room either, since there was 
no minister settled where he lived ; and since his preaching 
to his neighbours, whom he could not exclude from his house, 
did not thwart with the reason of the law, it could not be said 
to thwart with the law itself. But all he could say had no * 
effect, the Archbishop of Glasgow was resolved to be rid of 
him ; and accordingly lie was ordered to leave the west coun- 
try, and confine himself to the town of Forfar, near 100 miles 

1 from where he then lived and had his estate. 

When the high- commission did not answer the persecuting 
designs of the prelates, other measures were, fallen upon. Ac- 
cordingly the prelates gave in groundless suggestions and in-, 
miendoes against many excellent gentlemeni especially in the 
west, to such who found means to procure an order from the , 
king to imprison them. 

Bishop Burnet says, « That his namesake, the.Archbisjbop 
of Glasgow, was sent up to prepossess the king with the ap- , 
prehensions of a rebellion in the beginning of tne Dutch war. 
He proposed that about twenty of the chief gentlemen of those 
counties might be secured, and undertook for the peace of 
the country if they were clapped up. The Earls of Argyle, 
Tweeddale, and Kincardine were cold in all these things.' 
However,, about the beginning of September the following 
gentlemen, without the least previous notice, were appre- 
nended by a written order from the commissioner, viz. Major- 
general Robert Montgomery, brpther. to the Earl of Eglin~ 
toun, Sir William Cuningham of Cuninghamhead, Sir George 
Maxwell of Nether-Pollok, Sir Hugh Campbell of Cesnock, 
Sir William Muir of Rowallan, Major-general Holburn of 
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Menstrie, Sir George Monro, Colonel Robert Halket, bro- 
ther to Sir James Halket of Pitfirren, Sir James Stewart late 
Provost of Edinburgh, Sir John- Chiesly of Carewell, James 
Dunlop of that ilk, and William Ralston of that ilk. Sir 
Patrick Hume of Folwart, and others, were also imprisoned 
about this time. These excellent' persons, when* brought to 
Edinburgh* were, without any accusation: or reason given, in 
a most arbitrary manner, imprisoned in the castles of Edin- 
burgh, Stirling, and Dumbarton, and other places, where se- 
veral of them lay for many years. This could not but increase 
the peoples' hatred of the prelates. " 7 

On the 3d of October the council applied the Marquis 
of Htintly to be educated .hi* the family of Afcqkbisliop Sharp. 
We shall afterwards find that this nobleman -\yfe created Duke 
of Gordon, and lived in the profession of popery; so.tt at it 
would seem the primate took but little care of his education 5 
he had something eke to mind than such a trifle as this. 

Oh the same day the council issued a proclamation, order- 
ing all persons who had not paid their fines, according to the 
act of parliament, to pay them in the manner following, viz. 
They that live on the south of the water of Esk, to pay their 
first moiety by the firei* of December, and those on the north 
side by (he first of February, under the penalties mentioned 
in the act It was also published, that all who would take the 
oath of allegiance, and subscribe the declaration? should bs re- 
mitted the second moiety. There were some other regula- 
tions made on the 5:3d of November, but none were to have 
any part of their fines remitted, unless they complied with the 
terms just now mentioned, which no presbyterian could con* 
sistently do ; and as there were tmt few that paid the first 
moiety,' Sir James Turner was sent -with the anqy to levy the 
same by military force> which produced dismal effects, as we 
bhall hear. 

On the lltb of October* archbishop Burnet, at the dk>* 
cesan meeting at Glasgow, got a sentence of deposition passed 
against the Rev. Mr Robert Maxwell, minister at Monkton, in 
the presbytery of Ayr, because he refused to submit to the 
bishop, and baptized and married several who could not in 
conscience favour the curates. He was one of the old mi* 
nistcrs, who had been settled before 1§40, and having been a 
< grave, pious and useful preacher in that place, for almost 25 
years, had justly acquired the hearty affections of his people. 
But thefe was no continuing among them when the sentences > 
of this period were executed by an armed force. ' His sen- 
tence was intimated to him on Saturday 18th of February; 
next day he preached hi$ farewell- sermon from Eccles. v. 4. 
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and had a very moving discourse at his sorrowful parting with 
his beloved people. 

By this time, many of the old ministers, who had seen the 
church of Scotland in her glory, were got to their rest, severer 
of whom died in peace, and in the solid hopes of a glorious 
deliverance to this church. Others of them were harrassed . 
by the prelates ; ibr, in October, Mr Matthew Ramsay* mini- 
ster at Kilpatrick wester, in the presbytery of Dumbarton, a 
person of a most amiable character, was deposed by the bi- 
shop in the synod of Glasgow, merely for not attending on 
the diocesan synods aad presbyteries. For the same cause. 
Mr Robert Mitchel, minister <at Luss, was suspended, jn 
order to be deposed next year ; and, xm (he 14th of that 
month, George Porterfield and John Graham, late provosts 
of Glasgow, who had retired to HoHand, were summoned to 
appear before the council, and upon their not appearing they 
were -declared rebels and fugitives. ' 

1 In the beginning of November, Rothes the commissioner 
made a tour with a splendid retinue to the west, and return- 
ed to Edinburgh about the end of the month, when some 
more severe acts were made against presbyterian ministers, 
as had been the consequence of Middleton's circuit some years 
before*' , 

Accordingly, on the 7th of December, they made an act 
against all the presbyterian ministers, extending even to those 
who had been settled before the year 1649, who had relin- 
quished their ministry, or been deposed by their ordinary, and 
all such as should hereafter relinquish their ministry, or be 
(Reposed by their ordinary, commanding them to remove, 
with ' their families, twenty miles from their respective pan 
rishes, six miles from Edinburgh, or any cathedral church, 
and three miles from any royal burgh, and not two of them 
to reside together in any one parish ; and all heritors and 
others were forbid to give them any countenance in their 
preaching or in any part o£ ttyeir ministerial offia?. 

The same day a proclamation was ordered to be published 
and printed against conventicles, forbidding all meetings for 
worship, except those authorised by law ; and declaring that 
all found at such meetings should be looked upon as. seditious 
persons, and be punished by fining, confining, and other cor- 
poral punishments, as the council, or any having his majesty's 
commission/ should think fit ; and farther declaring, that all 
ministers that shall perform any part of the ministerial ofiice 
at such meetings, and all who shall encourage them, shall be 
liable to the highest pains to be inflicted on seditious persons v 
and ordering all sheriff'*, stewards, magistrates, and other of 7 
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, ficers, to search for such meetings, and apprehend 'fevery person 
who shall be found at them. 

In the preamble to this proclamation these conventicles are 
said to be the ordinary seminaries of separation and rebellion, 
and in themselves reproachful to the king's government,- 
ecclesiastical and civil. That they were separated from the 
prelates and their curates is certain ; but the reader is to 
judge whether these had not separated from the reformation 
of the church of Scotland, and given just ground to ministers 
and people to withdraw from them ; and whether it was not 
the greatest reproach to the king s government to overturn ; 
that very reformation, which his majesty and the most of the 
managers* the primate himself not excepted, had so solemnly, 
sworn to maintain. ' 

• The same (lay an act passed in favour pf the curates, where- 
in it was declared, < That his majesty, with advice of his. 

* council, by virtue of his supremacy, allows the bishops to 

* depute such of their curates as they judge qualified to con- 
« vene for exercise, and to assist in discipline, as the bishops 

* shall direct them. But the whole power of ecclesiastical 

* censure is reserved to the bishop, except the parochial re* 

< bukes, and he only must suspend, deprive, or excommuni- 

< cate.' This was the form of the prelatical presbyteries,' all 
flowing from the supremacy. They would not call it by the 
name of a presbytery, and in so far they were right ; for 
the members of it were the creatures and the tools of the bi- 
shops, as these- were of the king. How unlike were these to 
the regular presbyteries that were formerly in this church ! 
Might it not now be said, How is the gold become dim J Hity 
is the most fine gold changed ! 

The same day the council granted a commission for dis- 
cipline, and authorised ministers in each congregation to 
chuse proper person's for that end : of which more in the next 
chapter. And, at the same sederunt, taking into considera- 
tion, that there were several prisoners in the tolbooth of 
Edinburgh, who were willing to be transported to Barbadoes, 
they ordered the magistrates to deliver them up to George 
Hutcheson, merchant, for transportation. These were the 
remains of those who had been imprisoned by the high-com- 
mission court •, and considering the hardships they under- 
went, it was no wonder though they preferred transportation 
to such a confinement. The next chapter will open a more 
melancholy scene than any that has yet appeared. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Of the Occurrences preceding the Rising at Pentland, of the 
Raising itself ] the Executions, arid of her consequences of it,' 
together *with several otheis Transactions during the year 
1666. 

X¥^rE have seen what cruel and unjust oppression^ the 
** presbyterians endured during the five preceding, 
years ; how their liberties, both religious and civil, were 
taken away, their ministers scattered, banished, or imprison- 
ed, and the people exposed to the merciless ravages of the 
army, and all this for maintaining their religious principles ; 
and yet they bore all with surprising patience, hoping that 
providence would interpose for their relief : and, therefore* 
as one justly observes, if the poor people, by those insup-** 
portable violences were made desperate, who can justly, re- 
flect, upon them, when oppression makes a wise man mad ? 
But the measures pursued this year were such, as if there 
had been a formed design to force the people into, violent 
measures.* 

We have heard how the council granted a commission for> 
discipline, in which the established ministers $were to make 
choice of proper persons to assist them in the exercise of dis- 
cipline ; in case of refusal or delay to acquaint the bishop $ 
upon his order to summon them before the brethren of the 
exercise ; and, upon their not appearing, or persisting in their 
refusal, to transmit their names to the council, in order to 
their being prosecuted according to their, demerit, and as the 
case required. They well knew that no real presbyterians 
T^ould so far abandon their prjncipleis as to incorporate them- 
selves with the prelates ; because that would have been a for- 
mal acknowledgment of the hierarchy, which they justly looked 
upon as contrary to the word of God. And so this was ano- 
ther designed occasion of suffering to many, who chose that 
rather than sinning. . . 

It was common, in this period, first to punish for what 
.they reckoned crimihal, and then to make laws against what 
they had already condemned. Accordingly, even before this 
commission for discipline was granted, in the year 1664, 
several suffered for not assisting the episcopal incumbent, as 
John Crosbie in Eastercoats in the parish of Cambuslang, 
who was harrassed from place to place. Robert Hamilton in 
Spittal, in the same parish, Was this year prosecuted on the 
same accounc ; William Alexander, and William Baird, in 
J)rips of Carmunndck, were fined in 1001. each; Jasper 
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Touch in the parish of Kilmarnock," and Andrew Taylor 
joiner and carpenter there, suffered on the same account ; nay, 
it was for refusing compliance with this order, among other 
things, that the laud of Aikenhead, with sonie other gentle- 
men, were confined to -Inverness, Elgin of Moray, and other 
places at a vast distance from their own homes. But it is re- 
markable, that Mr John Paterson, bishop of Ross, wrote io 
his son, desiring him to acquaint Sharp, that the west-country 
gentleman confined in Elgin, &c. had done more mischief by 
coming north, than they could have done in their own houses* 
and begging that they might be recalled, that so they might 
not spread their infection farther. — So that the sufferings of. 
the persecuted turned to the real prejudice of the cause of 
prelacy. 

As the council's Commission for 'discipline, so the other pro- 
clamations emitted with it, brought great distress upon the 
♦ejected ministers. Accordingly, on the 25th of January, thf 
council directed letters for apprehending and prosecuting die 
following ministers, via Messrs John Welsh late at Iron- 
, gray, for preaching every week in the said parish and other 
places, and baptizing several children j Gabriel Sempill late 
at Kirkpatrick in the Muir, for thp like grievous crimes, rind 
for riding through the country in disguise with sword and 
pistols ; John Biackader late at Tr^quair, Robert Arohbald> 
late at Dunscoir, and Alexander Peden, all for preaching and 
baptizing; John Crookshank for holding conventicles and 
keeping by him Buchanan dejureregniapudScotos y and trans- 
lating the* same into English j Samuel Arnot late at Kirk- 
patrick-Durham, Joh;i Douglas, William Reid, and John 
Wilkie, with John Osburn in Keir, who presumed to act as 
an officer, in giving notice to die people of what they called 
unlawful meetings. Though all these were disaffected to pes- 
lacy, yet none of theity as was falsely alleged in the general 
charge, had either preached or declared against the king^s 
authority. 

Oh the 1st of February the council gave orders that th^ ex- 
communicated Quakers should be prosecuted according to act 
of parliament, and that the laws against the Papists should ue 
put in execution ; but it is well known that Quakers and P&* 
pists still increased. The bishops were only in earnest to bear 
down Presbyterians. 

Accordingly, on the 8th of February, a proclamation was 
published against a book intitled, An apologetical relation of 
ike particular suffer ings of the faithful ministers and professors 
pf tfte church of Scotland since Angust 1660.- This book, 
which was composed in Holland by the Rev. Mr John Brown, 
formerly banished, was ordered to be burnt by the panels of 
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the hangman, in the High Street of Edinburgh, on the 14?tb 
of February, and all persons who had copies of it were com* 
raanded to deliver them, to the sheriffs of their respective 
shires, or x else be liable to, the payment of 200O1. Scots money. 
Nevertheless. this method did not answer their purpose j for 
the people were the more eager in seeking after prohibited 
books. But such was the popish and prelatic way of dealing 
with books which: they were not able to answer.. How vile 
it was to prosecute any tor having that book before the pro- 
clamation was exhibited against it,, must be left with the reader; 
yet* on the same 8th of February, the widow.of the Rev. Mr 
Jdme? Guthrie, and her daughter Sophia Guthrie, were 
brought before the council,, for no other reason but for hav- 
ing the said book, in which, Mr Guthrie is fully vindicated •, 
and, upon their refusing to discover the author or from whom 
they bad it, they were ordered to be sent to> Zetland,- where 
they were to be confined during pleasure, and to be kept pri- 
soners till they should be sentthifcher. But, next council-day, ■ 
tbe members, being sensible of the harshness of this sentence, 
upon a petition from these gentlewomen, refetred the matter \ 
tp the commissioner. 

The ejected! ministers, as yet,, for the most part, preached 
only to their own fatniiies, and to a few neighbours, who now 
and* then stole into their houses y so that, unless in a few 
places' in the south, there were but few sermons preached in 
the fields. However, the oppressions of the people were on 
the growing hand ; and Mr Bur.net, archbishop of Glasgow, - 
being now a member of the privy-compil, hg4 iio small share 
in the weskcoiHrtry persecution, He was a mighty bigot for 
episcopacy* and* ordained five or six of his curates publicly 
after the English pontificals the better ^to inure the west of 
Scotland to these- novelties. lie likewise grievously oppres- 
sed the city of Glasgow* so that some of th0 greatest episco- 
palians protested against his incroachments uppn the magis- 
trates of that city* " tie turned out several Presbyterian mi- 
nisters, who: had been connived fit before his accession*, such 
as Mr William Hamilton, minister at Glasford, and others ; 
and his underlings were very assisting to him in his cruelties 
and? oppressions. 

The historian Buraefc , says, that; many of the episcopal; 
clergy of Scotland were much offended at the proceedings of 
those titnes, and that he himself observed the deportment of 
the bishops was, in aH points, so different from what became 
their function, that he had a more than ordinary zeal kindled 
within him upon it. They were not only furious against all 
that stood ouf against them, but were Very remiss in all the 
partfe of their function,*— -Whereupon he tbok a resolution of 
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drawing up a memorial of the grievances he and the other 
clergy lay under by the ill conduct of the bishops— of this he 
wrote out some copies, and sent them to all the bishops of his 
acquaintance. — Whereupon he was called before the bishops, 
and treated with great severity ; for Sharp proposed that he 
should be summarily deposed and excommunicated, but none 1 
of the rest would agree to that. — Let the reader judge whe- 
ther matters were not bad, when a bishop gives such an ac- 
count. .- , 

In the spring, Sir James Turner marched with his soldiers 
to the Presbyterians in the west, and laid them under the 
most grievous oppressions ; and any curate, with two or three 
of these armed apostles, fined whom they pleased, and made 
as large exactions as they had a mind *, for now the gentle- 
man must pay, if his lady, servants, or tenants did not attend j 
at the parish church; the tenant must be oppressed if bis \ 
landlord withdrew, though he and his family attended ever so 
closely. The widow, the fatherless, thexdd and infirm were 
not sparexl, the very poor must beg to pay the church-fines. 
The meat was snatched from the mouths of innocent children, 
and thrown to the dogs ; many houses were quartered upon, 
and when their provision was consumed, the furniture was 
cither sc*kl or burnt, so that multitudes of poor families were 
scattered arid reduced to the utmost extremities. Who then 
can be Surprised, though Ihe bishops, who were formerly 
hated for their perjury and immorality, were -now the aver- 
sion of the people for their cruelty ? for aH this was by their 
instigation. I must refer the reader to Mr Wodrow's ap- 
pendix, and to the account given in Naphtali* where he will 
find what prodigious sums were extorted from the south of 
Scotland, and what unheard-of cruelties were exercised to- | 
wards the poor people. In a few- weeks the curates and sol- 
diers levied about <50,000l. Scots frona the two shires of Gal- 
loway and Dumfries. 

The parliamentary fines, of which we have spoken, were 
exacted with rigour this year ; and, in order to this, ; the 
troopers of the king's guards were ordered to different parts 
of the country, with a list of those from whom they were to 
exact such and such 'sums, and to tajte free quarters till they j 
Inid paid the utmost farthing. Then they. must go to Edin- 
burgh, report their discharge, and satisfy the troopers besides. 
This was called riding-money > and sometimes the riding- 
money was an* much as the fine itself to the common sort of 
people. No excuse was sustained, but taking the oath of 
allegiance and subscribing the declaration ; and they who 
could ucither entertain the troopers nor pay their fines, were 
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immediately dragged to prison, where they lay a considerable 
tim6 at tha public charges. 

. While matters were thus managed the primate repaired to 
London ; and, as the high commission was dissolved, some 
other method must be taken to carry on his wicked designs. 
Accordingly it was proposed that some more forces should be 
raised for securing^ the quiet of Scotland. Burnet tells us, 
that, when the king asked how they should be paid, Sharp 
very readily said, the money rdised by fining was «ot yet dis- 
posed of, so he proposed the applying of it to that use, which 
was^ agreed to ; and by tins means our managers were baulk- 
ed in their expectations of dividing the spoils among them- 
selves. Burnet goes on, and says, The blame of all this was 
laid, upon Sharp, at whieh they were out of measure enraged, 
and charged bim with it He denied it boldly. But the 
king published it so openly, that he durst not contradict him. 
Many, to whom he denied that he knew any thing of the 
matter,*— ^affirmed it to the king, and Lauderdale laid before 
InVmajesty several of his letters which he had wrote to the 
Presbyterians after the king knew he was negotiating for epfe • 
copacy,- — sp that the king looked on him as one of the worst 
of men. And yet we will find he was afterwards represented a* 
a saint. 

In consequence of the above resolutions, two regiments of 
foot, and six troops of horse were raised. Thomas Dalziel 
of Bums was made general, and William Drummond, brother 
to the Lord Madertie, lieutenant-general. These, with the 
guards and the Earl of Linlithgow's regiment, made up about 
5000 foot, and eight troops of horse; all were ordered to 
obey the general, who was a man, naturally rude and fierce, 
This army was to be maintained by the fines collected, and to 
be collected, and the general was to be accountable to the 
exchequer for every farthing ; but, as most of these fines were 
otherwise disposed of before they came into the general' $ 
hands, it was found necessary to lay new burdens on the sub- 
jects for the support of the army :• accordingly, about the end 
of the year, a proclamation was issued for calling a convetv 
tion of estates to raise money for maintaining the soldiers in 
defence of the kingdom. But their sitting wag prevented for 
some time- 
On the 8th of June the council passed an act forbid! ng unU 
versity degrees to be conferred upon any students who would 
not take trie oath of allegiance and supremacy ; for ceeiesia^r 
tical tyranny is generally accompanied with encroachments oij. 
civil liberty. 

On the Lord's day, the 2d of Septeinber, a most dread fu} 
fire began in Puddirjg*lane b^h*«d the monument, London 
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which within three or four days, coBsomedfi^i^irche^Ae 
city gates, Guildhall, nmny public structures, hospitals, 
schools* libraries, a vast number of stately edifices, i%2Q0 
dwelling houses, 400 streets; ?$Gthat multitudes of peoplekst 
their estates, goods .and merchandise, and many families, 0nce 
in flourishing circumstances, were reduced to beggary. Fiam 
the inscription about the plinth -of the lower pedestal of the 
Monument, it appears that the Papists were the -anthem of 
this fire; for thus they say, « This pillar was set up in per- 

* petual remembrance of the most dreadful burning of this 
' Protestant city, begun and carried on by the treachery tml 

* malice of the popish faction, in the beginning of September 

* in the year, of our Lord 1666, in order to their carrying en 

< their horrid. plot for the extirpating the Protestant religion 

< and old English liberty, and introducing popery a&dsla- 

* very/ The parliament being of this, persuasion, address- 
ed the king to issue out a, proclamation, requiring alt popish 
priests and Jesuits to depart the kingdom within a numth; 
and appointed a committee* who received evidence of seme 
Papists, who were seen throwing fire-balls into houses, audof 
others who had .materials for it in their pockets. This sad 
disastei\produccd some kind pf liberty to the nonconformists 
about the ruinous metropolis, whereas the managers in Scot- 
land continued to oppress their fellow-subjects. Accordingly) 
on the 1 3th pf September, the council wrote to the town of 
Ayr, signifying it was their, pleasure that Prowst Ctmmgbun 
should be continued this year as he was the last* and thus 
they were deprived, of their right of election ; nay* letter 
were sent to each of the royal burghs, ordering them to send 
in to the clerk of the council the declaration appointed by 
parliament, signed by all the members of their towu-cottocil 
and magistrates since the last returns were made. 

On the 1 1th of October the councii published a m$&t tijp- 
rous proclamation, for prowiog obedience to ecclesiastical 
authority : by which all masters- were charged to see that th® r 
servants give obVlience.to all the acts relating to conformity* 
^nd keep nope in their servipe but such as did. Ail heritor* 
*are to see to their tenants- conformity, and abstaining from 
conventicles, to oblige them to give bond for this effect, and 
to raise horning against them upon their refusal, &c» This 
proclamation was m consequence of a letter from the king* & 
the instigation of Sharp. Now, by -all these impositions, ex- 
actions, and terrible incroachroents upon every thing that was 
dear to men and Christians, the spirits of many could not 
miss being imbittered. 

Nevertheless the poor people lay under all these miseries for 
(lie space of seven months, and upwards, after $ir James Ttf** 
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nor inarched to the west in the spring, and not only discover- % 
ed their patience towards God, but nave a greater testimony 
of their loyalty and submission to the king, than all the ful- 
some and flattering professions of their enemies. 

Sir James continued to make terrible havoc in the west and 
south, insomuch that the country was almost rained* families 
were dispersed, and many, both gentlemen and others, were . 
forced to abandon t^heir houses, and wander from place to 
place among the mosses and mountains, to escape the ravages 
•of the merciless soldiers,- without having the least thoughts of 
resistance, or rising ill arms for their own defence 5 for thdt 
which, in a little time, happened at Pentland was entirely 
casual. Thus, ' 

Upon Tuesday the 13th of November, four countrymen, 
refreshing themselves in Dalry r a small country village in 
Galloway, were informed that three or four soldiers had 
seized a poor old man, and brought him to his own house, 
where they were going to strip him naked, and set him up- 
on e red-hot gridiron, and using other unheard of cruelties* 
Whereupon they immediately repaired to the house, and beg~ 
ged the soldiers to let the poor man alone; but they, instead 
*>f Complying with this humane desire, attacked the country- 
jaen, who got the better, disarmed the soldiers, and thereby 
relieved their fellow-sufferer ; and lest the other soldiers in the 
parish, 'who were about twelvp in number, should fall uppji 
them, they were joined that same night by seven or eig£t ac- 
quaintances, and, next morniag early, surprised the party of 
soldiers, who all laid down their arms, except one who was 
.killed in niaking resistance. 

The country upon this was alarmed, and- being justly apn 
f*rehenatte of the reprisals which Sir James Turner would 
make, they resolved t© stand upon their own defence the bes* 
way they could. Accordingly the laird of Barscob* and soniQ 
©ther gentlemen in the neighbourhood, joined the country- 
men, and getting together about fifty horse and & few foot,. 
without loss of time, went to Dumfries on the 15th of No- 
vember, where they surprised Sir James> took him prisoner,, 
•and disarmed his soldiers, without hurting any of them, ex- 
cept one who was wounded. This being done, they went ta 
the market-cross, and publicly drank the king's health and 
prosperity to his government. 

Tliis was the- beginning of the insurrection this year, and 
therefore it is false to pretend that it was in conceit with the 
whigs in England, or the republicans in Holland, such a 
correspondence, as my author observes, not being practicable, 
cojusidering the circumstances above related. Uapin justly 
pbserws,that it may easily be judged that the Presbyterians 
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in England would not have been spared, if they could have 
been proved guilty, considering how the government stood 
affected towards them. Neither was this the effect of any 
previous consultation with their ministers, as Bishop Burnet 
intimates; so that he says, without any ground or proof, that 
Messrs Sempill, Maxwell, Welsh and Guthrie were the chief 
incendiaries. The reader is to judge whether the informa- 
tions Burnet had from the persecutors, or those of the suffer- 
ers themselves are most to be depended upon. 

Stephen Irvine, one of the Magistrates of Dumrics, in- 
formed the council, on the 16th of November, of an insur- 
rection by a considerable number of armed men, particu- 
larly that he saw — Neilsoii of Corsack, M'Lellan of Bars- 
cob, Mr Alexander Robertson a minister's son — Maccartney 
of Blaiket, and James Callum glover in Dumfries, among 
them. 

.This news struck a panic into the prelates and managers 
at Edinburgh,' who immediately dispatched an express to 
court. The Earl of Rothes had gone for London a day or 
two before the affair at Dairy ; so that the express reached 
the king before his lordship, who was quite surprised when 
his majesty told him of this horrible conspiracy as the council 
termed it. At the same time the council wrote to the neigh- 
bouring noblemen to e*cert themselves in maintaining the 
peace, and to concur with,/md support the forces. Next day 
they ordered General Dalziel, with as many of the forces as 
could be got together, to march to Glasgow ; and from thence 
to the place where he should find the insurrection come to 
any head. After they had taken care to secure the metro- 
polis, and given orders to several of the nobility to contribute 
to their assistance by coming in with their men in arms. On 
the 21st, they issued a proclamation against the rebels in arms 
in the west, commanding and charging them to desist from 
their rebellion, lay down their arms, and surrender their per- 
sons to the lieutenant-general, or some other of the king's 
officers or magistrates, within twenty- four hours after this 
publication ; and discharging all persons from aiding, assist- 
ing, resetting, harbouring, ,or keeping any correspondence, 
with the rebels, or any of them, under the pain of treason. 

This proclamation contained no promise of indemnity 5 so 
that,' upon the matter, it was commanding people to come to 
the scaffold, and requiring them to submit to the severities of 
the prelates, who were the fountain of all their miseries. Be- 
sides, twenty-four hours after the date of the proclamation was 
so 7 short a time, that it would be elapsed before it could reach 
them in Galloway ; so that it was not possible for them to 
comply with the terms of it : Bishop gurnet therefore wad 
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misinformed, in saying that the general published a proclama- 
tion of garden to all, who sbquld in twenty-four hours time 
return to their houses. 

After those who were in arms had seized Sir James Tur*» 
ner, and were determined to defend themselves, their first 
care was to increase their numbers, and get all the assistance 
they could from their friends ; but several whom they hoped 
would have joined them thought it convenient to remain 
quiet. However, they were joined by Colonel' Wallace, Mr 
John Welsh, Mr Robertson, and others. When th^y were 
got to Ochiltree, Mr John Guthrie ministei; at Tarbolton 
came to them with some from that parish \ Mr Gabriel Sem- 
pill preached t<y them, and here they modelled themselves, 
chose their own officers, and held their first council of war, 
where, after prayer, they resolved to march eastward to Edin- 
burgh. When they, were got to Douglas, after debating upon 

' that important question, whether they should disperse or con- 
tinue in arms, it was resolved upon the latter, believing that 
God was able jto save by few as well as by many ; and, if their 
design should miscarry^ they had this for their comfort, that 
they had engaged in the cause of religion and liberty, and 
were not unwilling to die as sacrifices to these. , They also 
resolved to carry Sir James Turner along with them; and 
though it was proposed to take away his life, yet they spared 
Jiim because it is said they found, that, notwithstanding all 
the Cruellies he had used^ he had received orders from the 

.bishops, and others, /or a great deal more than he had 
done t . They also unanimously resolved to renew the cove- 
pants. 

Accordingly on Sabbath morning they marched for Lan- 
ark, to which they came at night. In the way, Knockbreck*s 
two sons, with some few from Galloway, overtook them, and 
signified that no more were to be expected from the south ; 

.and here their numbers were the largest, being judged to bo 
near three thousand : however, one who was among them 

•says, l When we came to Lanark, I know not if we were 
* much above fifteen hundred horse and foot ; several indeed 
« were daily joining us.' * 

This night they gave intimation that they intended next 
day, being the 26th of November, to renew the covenant at 
that place. In the morning they were alarmed with the news 
that General Dalziel was within a few miles of them ; whereT 

« ypon some were for postponing the renewing of the covenants, 
but that motion was rejected. And therefore, after they hail 
sent out some parties, and placed proper guards, they began 
the solemn work. And as they could not, together witli the 
townsmen and the people in the adjacent country, meet all in 
vol. i. M 
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one place, they separated into two companies. The foot as- 
sembled in the High Street of Lanark, to whom Mr John 
Guthrie minister at Tarbolton preached a sermcoi suitable to 
the occasion. After which he read the cdvenants, to every 
article of which, with their harids lifted up to heaven, they 
engaged with great solemnity and devotion. The horsemen 
met at the head of the town •, Mr Gabriel , Sempill and Mr 
John Crookshank preached to them. After sermon the co- 
venants were read and sworn as above. It is likely it was 
' about this time that the principal persons among them drew 
up and agreed to the following short manifesto, or declaration, 
for present use, with a view to draw up a larger one after- 
wards, neither month nor day is mentioned. 

Declaration of those in arms for the Covenant, 1666. 

' N nP HE nature of religion doth sufficiently teach, and all 
c ■*• men almost acknowledge the lawfulness of sinless self- 

* defence ; yet wc thought it our duty, at this time to give an 

< account unto the world x>{ the occasion and design of our 
- « being together in arms, since the rise and scope of ac- 

* tions, if faulty, may render a thing, right upon the mat- 

* ter, sinful. ■ \ 

* It is known to all, that the king's majesty, at his corona- 
« tion, did engage to rule the nation according to the reveal- 

< ed will of God in scripture, to prosecute the ends of the 
' National and Solemn League and Covenants, and fully to 

* establish Presbyterian government, with the directory for 

< worship, and to approve all acts of parliament establishing 

* the same 5 and thereupon the nobility $nd others of his 

* subjects did swear allegiance, and so religion was committed 
v < unto him as a matter of trust, seciired by most solemn in- 

< denture betwixt him and his peopled 

* Notwithstanding all this, it is sooji ordered that the Co- 
« vepant be burnt, that the tie of it is declared void and nuH, 
« and xneii forced to subscribe a declaration contrary to it} 

* episcopal government in its height of tyranny is established,- 
f and men obliged by law not to plead, witness, or petition 
4 against those things 5 grievous fines, sudden imprisonments, 
« vast qdarterings pi soldiers, and a cruel inquisition by the 

* nigh-commission court were the reward of all such who 

* could riot comply with the government by lordly hierarchy, 

* and abjure their Covenants, and prove more monstrous, to 
« the wasting their conscience, than nature would have suffer- 
« ed heathens to be. Those things, in part, have been all 
« Scotland over, but chiefly in the poor county of Galloway 
/at this day : and, had net God prevented, it should have » 

Digitized 'by LjOOQIC 



CHAP. VII.' CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. ' 179 

the same measures undoubtedly befallen the rest of the na- 
tion ere long. 

* The just sense whereof made us chuse rather to betake 
; ' ourselves to the fields for self-defence, than to stay at home 
burdened daily with the calamities of others, and tortured 
with the fears of our own approaching misery. And cdn- 
sidering our engagement to assist aiid defend all those who 
entered into this league and covenant with us ; and to the 
end we may be more vigorous in the prosecution of this * 
matter, and all men may know the true state of our cause, 
we have entered into the solemn league and covenant ; -and 
though it be hardly thought of, renewed the same, to the 
end we may be free of the apostacy of our times, and saved 
from the cruel usages persons resolved to adhere to this have 
met with ; hoping that this will wipe off the reproach that is 
upon our nation, because of the avowed perjury it lies under. 
And being fully persuaded, that this league however misre- 
presented, contains nothing in it sinful before God, dero- 
gating to the king's just authority, the privileges of the par- 
liament, or liberty' of the people, but, on the contrary, is the - 
surest bond whereby all these are secured, since a threefold 
cord is not easily broken, as We shall make appear in our , 
next and larger declaration, which shall contain more fully 
the proofs of the lawfulness of entering into covenant, and 
necessity of our taking arms at this time for the defence of 
it 5 with a full and true account of our grief and sorrow for 
our swerving from it, and suffering ourselves to be divided, 
to the reproach of our common cause, and saddening the 
hearts of the godly ; a thing we sorrowfully remember, and 
firmly resolve against in all time coming.' 

Though this paper seems to have been made in haste, in 
the midst of many insurmountable inconveniences, yet there 
h nothing in it against the king's auth6rity. As for the j 

larger declaration promised, it is probable that it was never 
drawn up, they having beenji little after this routed at Pent- 
land. • % 

While they were at Lanark, William Laurie of Blackwood 
came up to them from Duke Hamilton, to prevail with theny 
to Jay down their arms ; but, as he did not apply to Colo- 
nel 1 Wallace, or any of their officers, he returnee! without 
success. 

In the afternoon DalzicI with his army were entering La- 
nark before Colonel Wallace and his men had all left it. The 
latter marched that night to Bathgate, where having no ac- 
commodation, they renewed their inarch about midnight, and 
came, after inexpressible fatigue, to the Newbridge in the. 
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morning, and it was reckoned that they lost that night near 
f he half of, their little army. From thence they marched to 
Collingtoun, within three miles of Edinburgh. 

By this time the king's forces were come to Calder, within 
five miles of them, and all gentlemen, and others, in Edin- 
burgh, who had horses, yrere ordered by the council to mount 
them, and march under the command of. the Marquis of Mon- 
trose to join the general, so that they could not have any of 
their friends to join them; for though a few gentlemen in 
Renfrewshire had assembled a small company of horsemen, 
about fifty in number, in order to join Colonel Wallace, yet, 
hearing that Dalziel was between them and their friends, they 
thought proper to disperse. This small party was command- 
ed by William Muir of Caldwell, and with him were Robert 
Ker of Kersland, Caldwell of that ilk, the. laird of Ralston, 
John Cuningham of Bedland, William Porterfield of Quarrel- 
toun, Alexander Porterfield, his brother, &c together with 
Mr Gabriel Maxwell, minister at Dundonald, Mr George 
Ramsay, minister at Kilmawers, and Mr John Carstairs, mi- 
nister at Glasgow. The laird of Bkickstoun was likewise 
with this party, but was so from being a friend to the cauae 
they were appearing for, that, upon hearing of the defeat at 
Pentland, it is said, that he went to the arcnbishop of Glas- 
gow, and upon promise of pardon, discovered and informed 
against the rest. • 

But to return to Colonel Wallace and his decreasing army. 
While on their march to Collingtoun the laird of Blackwood 
came up again to them, with proposals from Duke Hamilton 
to lay down their arms, in hopes of an indemnity, Chichi the 
Duke promised to endeavour to obtain for them 5 but the 
Colonel and they vt ho were with him, dismissed Blackwood, 
without complyii'ig with his proposals. When they got to 
Collingtoun, and found themselves disappointed of any as- 
sistance from their friends about Edinburgh, both their hopes 
and counsels were at an end. And here Blackwood came a 
third time, and with him the laird of Bar skimming to renew 
the former prbpo&d : withal signifying, that he had obtained, 
the general's word of honour for a cessation of arms till next 
morning, and that he had undertaken as much from them. 
Upon this Colonel Wallace, by appointment, wrote U> the 
general by these two gentlemen, representing their grievances, 
and signifying that their design Was to apply to the council 
for redress, and desiring a pass for one of their number that 
might represent their grievances and desires more fully ; con- 
cluding with a request that Blackwood might return with the 
general's answer as soon as possible. 
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But the/general* instead of returning any answer, sent the 
letter directly to the council ; and, notwithstanding the assur- 
ances given of a cessation of arms, marched his army straight 
towards them. Colonel Wallace and his men resolved upon 
the best retreat they could, and from Collingtoun they marchr 
ed to the House of the Muir, and from thenqe to Rullion- 
green near Pentland Hills, where they drew up the dispirited 
remains of their army, not exceeding nine hundred men, 
spent and fatigued* They had no design of fighting, but 
were still in hopes of a peaceable conclusion from Blackwood's 
negociation. 

.They were scarce formed in this manner, when an alarm 
came tnat a body of horse was approaching them ; they found 
it was Dalziel's van, which had cut through the ridge of 
Pentland Hills, and came upon them undiscovered, till they 
were within a quarter of a mile, upon a hill over against them. 
"Colonel Wallace upon this sent Captain Arnot, who repulsed 
Lieutenant-general Drummond, who was sent by the general 
with a select party to twin the attack. Here Mr John 
Crookshank and Mr Anprew Maccormock, two ministers, 
come from Ireland, were both killed. When the lieutenant- 
general was driven back^ there was no small confusion among 
Dalziel's army, of whom not a few threw down their arms. 
Major Learmont made the second attack, and repulsed the 
enemy ; Duke Hamilton narrowly escaping. The last en- 
counter was after sun- set, when the general's foot, flanked 
with their horse upon all hands* overpowered the colonel's 
little army, and completely routed them. There were some 
more than fifty of the colonel's men killed, and as many 
taken prisoners. The two ministers, and others who lost 
their lives in this action, were buried at Rullion-green. 
There was afterwards a stone put on their graves, with an 
inscription, which the reader wiH find in the Cloud of Wit- 
nesses ; several of Dalziel's army were wounded, but few of 
them killed. 

After this action the people m the adjacent parishes were 
very cruel to the fljftng army, many of whom they killed, awl 
others they took prisoners. Colonel Wallace and Mr John 
Welsh fled north ; the former got safe to Holland, where he 
lived several years. We snail meet with the latter afterwards. 
Thus was this body of good people dispersed and routed upon 
the 28th of November, 1666, and an end put to this rising, 
which by their enemies was termed a reifelti&n, a horrible con- 
spiracy, and what not*, though they always protested* that 
- their only design was to present their grievances, and bear ». 
testimony for their God and their country, for their religipn, 
and liberty, 
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' The day after the engagement the council wrote to the 
kingi giving him an account of the suppressing of the rebel- 
lion ; in which, among other things, they say, * Many of 

* them are prisoners, against whom there shall be speedy pro- 

* ceedings — but although this rabble be totally dissipated for 
*• the time, yet we conceive ourselves obliged, in the discharge 
4 of our duty, to represent unto your nlajesty, that those 

* principles, which are pretended as the ground of this re- 
4 bellion, are so rooted in many several places through the 
« kingdom, and there be just grounds of apprehensions of 

* danger from persons disaffected to your majesty's govern- 
4 ment, us it is now established by law, as will require more 

* vigorous application for such an extirpation of it, as may 

* secure the peace of the kingdom, and due obedience to the 

* laws. And we shall not be wanting in any thing in our 
« power j and your majesty's commands shall b£ obeyed by 

Your majesty's most, &c. 
St Andrews, &c/ 

Though this small handful was provoked to rise in arms, 
great care was taken, not on*y to brand the whole body of 
Presbyterians as rebels and traitors, but also to prevent any 
of those who had been in the engagement from making their 
escape. On the 30th of November, the lord- treasurer Was 
appointed by the council to secure the goods and rents of afl , 
who had been at Pentland. After all this, it is easy to hna~ 
gine that the hardships of these poor peoplp must have beea 
exceeding great. Besides those who, having escaped from 
the field of battle, were most cruelly murdered by the coun- 
try people, multitudes were forced for many years to lurk 
and conceal themselves, and undergo intolerable difficulties. 

€ On the 1st of December the council gave orders to Ge- 
« rieral Dalziel to search for and apprehend all persons and 

* their horses, who have been in arms with the rebels, or are 
4 suspected, since or before their defeat, or who have reset, 

* and been aiding to them, and to intromit with their goods, « 

* and require him to quarter upon their lands with his forces. 5 
« and Duke Hamilton was appointed to seize all such in L*- 

* narkshire.' 

On the 4th of December a very severe proclamation was 
published, in which all and every one of the subjects w6re 
strictly charged not to harbour, reset, supply or correspond, 
hide or conceal the persons of Colonel James Wallace, Ma- 
jor Learmont, — — Maxwell of Moncrief younger,-^— Mac- 

iellan of Barscob, Gordon of Parbreck, M'LeUand 

_of Bahnagachan, Cannon of Burnshalloch younger, ■■ r 

Cannon of Barley younger, Cannon of Movdrogget 
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younger, — — Welsh of Skar, ^— Welsh of Cowiley, ' 
Gordon of Garery in Kells, Robert Chakner, brother to Gad- 
girth, Henry Grier in Balmaclellan, David Scot in Irongray, 
John and William Gordons, John Macnaught, Robert and 
Gilbert Cannons, all in Midtoun of Dairy, ——Gordon of 
Bar, elder in Kirkpatrick, Durham, Patrick Macnaught in 
Cumnock, stad his son John, ■■■ Gordon of Holm younger, 

"Dempster of Carridow, . of Dargoner, 

of Sundiwal, — Ramsay in the Mains of Arnistoun, John 

Hutcheson in Newbottle, Ijlew, chaplain to Scotstarbet, 

Patrick Listoun in Calder, and his son William, James WU- 
kie in. the Mains of Cliftounhall, the laird of Caldwell, the 
goodraan of Caldwell, the laird of Kersland, the laird of Bed- 
land, Cuningham, ■ ■ « Porterfield of Quarrettoun, his bra* 

ther Alexander, — >— Lpckhart of Wicketshaw, Trail, 

son to Mr Robert Trail, David Poe in Pokeliy, and Messrs 
Gabriel Semple, John Semple, John Guthrie, John Welsh, 
Samuel Arnot, James Smith, Alexander Peden, — ~ Orr, 
William Veitch, — Patton, ^ — Crookshank, Gabriel 
Maxwell, John Carstairs, James Mitchel, William Forsyth, 
or any others who concurred or joined in the late rebellion ; 
but that they pursue, apprehend, and deliver them up to jus- 
tice, otherwise to be esteemed and punished as favourers of it. 
My author was informed, that several of the persons above- 
named were nowise concerned in the rising. Mr John 
Crookshank was killed in the actieA, so that none N could be 
in hazard of correspondence with him. And as the John 
Semple named amongst the ministers might be mistaken for 
one Mr John Semple minister at Carsphairo, who was no- 
wise concerned, he was obliged to crave redress, which was 
granted. 

The same day, the council desired the arcbbisliops to order 
Jthe bishops in their respective sees to oblige all the minister* 
in their several dioceses to give in a list of the* names of ejected 
ministers, with the pkces of their residence* and in what man- 
ner any of them have transgressed agaiust the act of August 
13, 1063. , - • . . 

But to coma to the case of the prisoners taJtjen at this time. 
The victory was celebrated with almost as many guns from 
the castle, as there were m$n slain in the fiekL The prisoners, 
about fifty in number, who were taken in the action, were 
brought in tjy the soldiers to Edinburgh, and the country pep- 
ple brought in about thirty more. These were all crowded 
together in a place near the tolbooth, called Jtaddows hole* 
now one of the churches of the city. When that worthy old 
minister Mr Arthur Murray, who lived in the suburbs, open-r 
«d his' window,, and saw Dalziel's army marching with thajg 
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banners displayed, apd heard die shouts of the soldiers tri- 
umphing over the prisoners, he was so impressed with grief, 
that he took his bed immediately, and died in about two days 
after. 

Bishop Burnet says; * That the best of the episcopal clergy 
yet upon the bishops to lay hold on this opportunity for re- 
gaining the affections of tbe~eountry t by becoming intercessors 
for tl>e prisoners, and the country* that was; like to be quar- 
tered upon and eaten up for the favour they expressed' to them ; 
and that many of the bishops' went into this, particularly that 
Wisheart, Bishop of Edinburgh shewed a very Christian dis~ 
position at this time, by sending every day very liberal supplies 
to the prisoners, which was likewise done by almost the whele 
town.— But Sharp, says. Burnet, coukl not be mollified; on 
the contrary, he encouraged the ministers in, the disaffected 
counties to bring in all the informations they could gather 
against the prisoners, and all who had been among them, that 
they might be sought for and proceeded against— And that 
the ministers, in these parts, acted so unbecoming a part* that 
the aversion of the country to them was increased to all post- 
sible degrees. They looked on them as waives and not as 
shepherds.' There is one thing more that my author asserts, 
upon good information, viz. that after several of the prisoners 
were condemned,' and a few executed, a letter came down 
from the king discharging the taking any more lives. This - 
letter came t6 Sharp as president of the council, who kept it 
tip) till as many as he had a mind should die. Bishop Burnet 
says, that Mr Mackaii's death, of which we shall hear, wa&the 
more cried out on, because it came to be known after wa$d% 
that Archbishop Burnet of Glasgow, who- had comedown 
before his execution, had brought with him a letter from th$ 
king, in which he approved of all that they had done ; but 
«dded, that he thought there /was blood enough shed* and 
therefore ordered that such of the prisoners as should promise 
to obey the laws for the future should be set at liberty, and 
that the incorrigible should be sent to die plantations* Not- 
withstanding, Burnet let the execution go oh, before he pro- 
duced his letter. But I am apt to believe, if Burnet brought 
this letter from the king, he delivered it into the hands of 
Sharp, who wickedly and basely concealed it : but however 
this was, it appears* the king was more humane thafc the 
bishops* 

On the same 4th of December, the council ordered the king's 
advocate to prosecute eleven of the prisoners for high treason, 
viz. Major John Macculloch, Captain Andrew Arnot brother 
to the Laird of Lochridge* Thomas Patersoa merchant in 
Glasgow, John Gordo/i of Knockbreck and hk brother B.o- 
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bert, John Parker in Basbie, Gavin Hamilton, James Hamil- 
ton in Kilmuir, John Ross in Mauchhn, John Shields in Tit- 
wood, apd Christopher Strang* . They likewise appointed Sir 
John Hume of .Benton, justice-clerk, and Mr William Mhj> 
ray, advocate, justice-depute, to be their judges, and allowed 
four advocates to plead for them. On the same day the judges 
sat down, for form's sake heard the advocates plead a little, 
and very quickly pronounced sentence, that they should be all 
banged at the market- cross on Friday the 7th,of December $ 
their heads and right aritrs to be cut off, and disposed of as 
the council should see fit. The council, the day before the 
execution, me^ and ordered that the heads of Major Maccul- 
loch, John and Robert Gordons to beset up at Kirkcudbright, 
John Parker, Gavin and James Hamiltons, and Christopher 
Strang, at Hamilton, John Ross and John Shields at Kilmar- 
nock, and Captain Arnot's at the water-gate ; and the right 
hands of the above-mentioned persons were ordered to be af- 
fixed oathe public ports of the town of Lanark, being the 
place where they took the covenant. Thomas P&terson re* 
ceiled sentence of death along with the rest, but his dying of 
his wounds prevented the execution. The curious reader 
may see the whole process against these excellent persons m 
Mr Wodrow's appendix to book second, Vol. I. No* 9. 

These ten were accordingly executed on the 7th of Decem- 
ber. Bishop Burnet says true, That it was a moving sight 
to see ten of the prisoners hanged upon one gibbet at Edin- 
v burgh, especially if we cdhsider that they were taken upon 
quarter and solemn parole to have their fives spared as was 
argued at their trial. In their joint testimony, which together 
with the dying speeches of some of them, are in Naphtali, 
they say, « We are condemned by men, and esteemed by 
« many as rebels against the king, whose authority we acknow- 

< ledge. But this is our rejoicing, tlie testimony of our con- 
« science, that we suffer not as evil-doers, but for righteousness, 
« for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, and 
* particularly for our .-renewing the covenant, and, in pursu- 
« ance thereof, for preserving and defending of ourselves by 

< arms against the usurpation and insupportable tyranny of 

< the prelates, &e. v It fe said that when Knockbreck ana his. 
brother were turned off the ladder, they clasped one another 
in their arms, and thus endured the pangs of deaths 

Their heads and right-arms were disposed of according to 
the above order of council. The heads of John Parker, Gavin- 
and James Hamiltons, and Christopher Strang were afteiv 
wards buried in th<? church- yard of Hamilton, and a grave- 
stone was put on them, with $n inscription recorded in the 
-Cloqd, of Witnesses. ' 
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' Great were the hardships which some of the families of 
these martyrs were brought to •, for instance Major Maccul- 
loch before Pentland, had several soldiers quartered upon him 
for thirty days, and, besides their entertainment, had eight- 
pence a-day to pay to each of them, over and above 100L of 
fine to Sir James /Turner. He paid likewise his whole par- 
liamentary fine 1665, consisting of 1200 merks, together with 
S0O merks of riding- money to the soldiers who exacted it 
His estate lay under forfeiture from Pentland to the Revolu- 
tion. After Pentland* one Charles Campbell, without any 
warrant, seized a horse and* clothes from his*son William, 
who was not in the least concerned in the rising, to the valae 
of l.sl. sterling* His eldest son was kept a whole year in 
prison after his father's execution, only because he was his 
son. And in the year 1631, his lady had those land* forfeited 
in which she was happily infeft when her husband suffered. 

The harrassings and losses of the family of Gordon of Knock* 
breck cannot be expressed, for besides their parliamentary 
fine, and their common losses with others in Galloway by Sir 
James Turner, in a little after Pentland their whole crop for 
that year was seized, and their household furniture disposed 
of and destroyed -, six soldiers were quartered upon the house 
from the 6th of March to the 9th of July ; near 4001. of cess 
arid other impositions were levied from them and their, tenants. 
In 1684, Captain Stracban and his troop seized upon and de- 
stroyed their whole household furniture ; next year Gknlyon, 
with near two hundred Highlands, stayed at Knockbreck 
from Thursday to Monday, consumed and took along with 
them all the victuals they could find, broke the windows, and 
took the horses to bear away the spoil ; and, last of all, cruel 
Lagg came with a party, plundered the house* and was with 
difficulty prevented from setting it on fire. From these the 
reader may form a judgment of the calamities that befel th$ 
families of those who suffered at this time. 

The last execution being over,, other five of the prisoners 
were prosecuted for high treason, and condemned to be hanged 
at the cross of Edinburgh on the 14th of December. The 
judges did not, it seems, now give themselves the trouble of 
hearing advocates, but made shorter work, and went upon 
their own confession : and the council, being weary of disposing 
heads and arms, ordered the magistrates of Edinburgh to fix 
their heads where they thought fit, arid to bury their bodies 
in the common place. Their names are as follows, viz. Mr 
Alexander Robertson preacher of the gospel, (who was be- 
trayed by his friend the Laird of Mortoun, to whom he sur- 
rendered upon promise of his life, and whom he. expressly 
forgave at his death) John Nielson of Corgack* George Cra\#- 
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ford in Cumnock, John Gordon in the parish of Irongrayi 
and John Lindsay in Edinburgh : the last named was respited* 
but the rest were all executed at the' time and place appointed. 
The speeches of the first three are in Naphtali, where, with 
their last breath, they refused that their rising was rebellion : 
they all acknowledged the king's just authority \ particularly 
George Crawford 6aid, « That which moved mfc to come along 
' with these men was thwr persuasion and my desire to help 
c them, (which with a safe conscience, I could not well refuse) 

* who being tyrannically oppressed by the prelates and their 

* dependents and upholders, and seeing no other way was left 
.' to be taken, took up arms for their own defence. And if this 

* be rebellion, 1 leave it to the great God the same supreme 

* Judge to discern ; for, in my weak judgment, I found, it 
« warrantable from the word of God, and without prejudice 
€ of the king's authority, (which I pray God to direct and 

* guide in the right ways of the Lord, and to make him prosper 
4 therein, 60 that he may be surely set in his kingdom, having 

* him whom no enemy can, resist to defend him) seeing there 

* was nothing intended by us against his or any others just 
c and lawful authority* &c.' He was so pleased to die, that 
he pressed to be up the ladder, and, when ypon the top^ of it 
triumphed in Christ. 

John Neilson of Corsack, a* gentleman of excellent parte, 
was singled out to greater suffering than any of his fellow-suf- 
ferers. When Sir James Turner came first into Galloway, 
Mr Dalgliesh the curate of Partan delated Corsack for non- 
conformity ; whereupon Sir James exacted 4001. Scots from 
him, and, contrary to promise, sent him prisoner to Kirkcud- 
bright. After this by the quartering of soldiers, which Sir 
James sent upon him, he sustained the loss of above 1993L 
Scots. By these hardships he was obliged to leave his house, 
and wander from place to place* During his wandering lie 
lost his horse worth 1001. was himself apprehended, and for 
some time kept a prisoner. Wihen they had turned his lady 
and children to the doors, they next fell upon his tenants, 
pbliging them to bring in sheep* lambs, meal, and malt to 
them, till they were almost all ruined. And, last of all, they 
drove all his oxen and black cattle to Glasgow, and sold them i 
and all this for nothing but non-cenformity, Was it then 
any wonder that he, and many others in the like circumstan- 
ces, embraced, the first opportunity to complain of, and relieve 
.themselves, if possible,, from such dreadful oppressions ? But 
. while attempting this he was taken at Pentland, and carried 
prisoner to Edinburgh. Sir James Turner used his interest 
to get his life spared, because Corsack saved Sir James, when 
pme moved to have him cut off, though none suffered more 
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Jfirora Sir Jame* than tins good man. Bpt the bishops, at the 
desire of Dalgliesh the curate, prevailed above all the interest 
-Sir James could make. 

On, the 4tb December the council ordered him and Mr 
Hugh Mackail to be tortured with the bocks, (for they put a 
pair of iron boots close on the leg, and drove wedges between 
these and the leg, until the marrow came out of the bone.) 
What moved the council to pitch upon these two is not known. 
A conspiracy was pretended, and by this torture they were 
examined, in order to force them to make some discoveries. 
Corsack was dreadfully tormented, so that his shrieks would 
have melted the tiearts of any except those present, who were 
so far from being moved, that they still called for the other 
touch. These were the times of prelacy ! 

His lady being in Edinburgh, after his death, Maxwell of 
Miltoun came tp the house of Corsack with thirty men, took 
away every thing they could, and destroyed the rest : nay, 
they turned the family, in which was a nurse with a sucking- 
chili to the open fields. Sometime after this, Sir William 
Bannantyne came and took an inventory of every thing that 
was In the house, seized that year's c*op, ami arrested tlife 
rents in the tenants hands. And because Arthur M'Gachie 
in Glenhead one of his tenants, had conversed with him a day 
,or two before Pentium!, be, his wife and young child, wete 
carried off prisoners, and kept some weeks. Amongst other 
Jrardships, Lady Corsack had all her moveables seized, merely 
for conversing with her own son, who had been intercom- 
jnuned or outlawed, and paid near 1001. This family endtfred 
-many other oppressions which I cannot insert here. And, 
therefore I go on to the proceedings against the other 
.prisoners. 

On the 5th of December a commission was given to Duke 
Hamilton, the Marquis of Montrose, the Earls of Argyie, 
Linlithgow, Kelly, Galloway, Wigtoun, Nithsdale, Dumfries, 
Callander, Airly, Annandale, the Lords Montgomery and 
Drumlanark, the Master of Cochran, General Dabiel, Lieu- 
tenant-general Drummond, James Crichton brother to the 
Earl of Dumfries, Colonel James Montgomery, Charles Mait- 
land of Hakoun, and Mungo Murray, or any three of them, 
with justiciar)' power to go to any shke, burgh or place, where 
there was any rising or insurrection, and there to hold courts, 
cite parties and examine witnesses, and take all other courses 
which they shall think fit, for trying and discovering all such, 
persons as were authors, aiders, or abettors of the rebel- 
lion, &c. ' * . 

Accordingly, on the 17 th of December, the Earls of Lin- 
lithgow and Wigtoun, the Lord Montgomery and Munga 
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Murray, having constituted themselves in a court at Glasgow, 
found Robert Suntine in Fenwick-parish, John Hart in the 
parish of Glasford, Robert Sqot in Dalserf, and Matthew 
Paton shoemaker in New-mills, guilty of rebellion and treason, 
and condemned them to be executed at Glasgow the l&th of 
December. They behaved in a becoming Christian way, had 
great peace of conscience, and died with' much joy and com- 
fort. 

It was here that vile practice was begun, which turned after- 
wards common, of beating drums when the sufferers began to 
speak to the spectators* A plain evidence of an ill cause, 
which cannot bear to see the light ! The persecutors were 
afraid lest the last words of these dying martyrs should make 
cjeep impression on the hearers, and confirm the faith of those 
who were well affected to liberty and religion ; and indeed,, 
such was the v Christian and manly behaviour of these noble 
sufferers, that few were terrified by their death, and many 
were convinced of the goodness of their cause, and fixed in 
their resolutions to adhere to it. 

Upon the 18th of December the justice-clerk and justice* 
depute condemned Mr Hugh Mackail, Thomas Lenox, 
Humphrey Cqlquhoun, Ralph Shields an Englishman, clo- 
thier in Ayr, William Peden merchant there, John Wodrow 
merchant in Glasgow, Robert Macmillan, John Wilson in 
the parish of Kilmawers, and Mungo Kaipo in Evandale, to 
be hanged at the cross of Edinburgh on the 22d of December. 
Three of these, viz. Robert Macmillan, William Peden, antt, 
Thomas Lenox, together with John Lindsay formerly respited, 
got oflfj either on account of their making some partial com- 
pliances^ or perhaps the reason was the king's letter formerly 
mentioned, wherein he declared he would have no more lives 
taken ; the rest were all executed, and died with Christian re- 
solution and courage. 

John Wodrow merchant in Glasgow, in his testimony and 
letter to bis wife, was observed to exceed one of his education 
and circumstances \ the reader will imd both in Naphtali ; he 
concludes his letter to his wife in these words, * And now I 

* give you and my four children unto the Lord, and commit 

* you to him as your covenanted God and husband, and my 

* children's covenanted father. 1 say no more, but cither 
'study to be indeed a sincere Christian, and a seeker of hia 
1 face in sincerity, or else you will be nothing at all. 1 rccom- 

* mend you and your young ones to him, who is God allsuk 
' ficient, and aboundeth in mercy and love to them that love 
,« him and keep his covenant. 1 he blessing of the covenant 
4 bcupon you ; so fare-you-well. So saith your loving and 

* dying 'husband, &c.' Humphrey Cokutboun spoke not like 
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an ordinary townsman, but like one in the suburbs of heaven, 
related his Christian experiences, called for his Bible from 
one of his friends, laid it on his wounded arm, and spoke* to 
the admiration of all that heard him. John Wilson began 
his speech with these remarkable words, ( Good people and 

* spectators, I am here condemned to die upon alleged rebd- 

* lion against the king and his authority, which God knoweth 
4 1 never intended ; for, in my judgment, a man's endeavour- 
« ing to extirpate perjured prelates and abjured prelacy, ac- 
c cording as he is bound Ijy oath in a sworn covenant, may . 
« very well stand with a man's loyalty to king and country ; 
« for I am sure the king and his subjects may be happyryea* 
4 more happy, in the extirpation of prelates and prelacy, than 
«* in their standing 5 yea, the throne shaH never be established 

4 in peace, until tnat wicked- plant be plucked up by the roots, 

< which hath so much wasted and made desolate the Lord's 
•vineyard. For my part, I pray that the Lord may bless our 
' king with blessings from heaven, and make him a friend to 
4 the interest of Christ, as the best way for the standing of his 
« throne to many generations : and I pray for all that are in 

* authority under his majesty, that the Lord may not lay to 

* their charge the innocent blood of his saints which they have 

* shed* &c.' There was likewise something very moving ahd 
affecting in the last testimony of Ralph Shields on this occa- 
sion, in which he not only declared hfe respect for authority, 
as the ordinance of God, appointed for the punishment of evil 
doers, and his sincere wishes for his majesty's welfare, but 
likewise the encouragement he had in suffering at this titne 
for the cause, of Christ 5 and speaking concerning his native 
country, for which he could not but have a real affection, he 
expressed himself thus : « O that it were the happiness of my 
4 nation of England, once to subject themselves to the sweet 
4 yoke of Christ's reformed government, under ^rhich this 
« nation of Scotland hath enjoyed so much 0/ the power and 

* life .of the gospelj by a faithful ministry according to the co- 

< venant sworn by them both, &c.* 

- But as the circumstances of Mr Mackaifs sufferings at this 
time are more singular, I roust be excused for giving the par* 
ticular relation thereof recorded in Naphtali 

Mr Hugh Mackail having finished his studies at the uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, and. under the care of his uncle of the 
same name, was licensed by the presbytery of Edinburgh 1661, 
being then twenty years of age. tie was sometime chaplain 
to Sir James Stewart of Kirkfield. All his public performances 
met with universal acceptance, until the 21st or September, 
1662, when he preached his last public sermon in the great 
church of Edinburgh, from Song. i. 7. in which, speaking of 

I 
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the many and great persecutions that bad befallen the church, 
he said, among other things, < That the church and people of 
< God had been persecuted by a Pharaoh croon the throne, a 
' Haman in the state, and a Judas in the church.' And 
though he made no application, yet the cases of Haman and 
Judas appeared, to the conviction of his adversaries, to have 
such a resemblance to the condition of the rulers of the state 
and church at that time, particularly of Lauderdale and Sharp, 
, that a few days after a party of horse was sent to apprehend 
him, but he happily escaped, retired to his father's house, and 
soon after went abroad, where he accomplished himself in his 
studies for a few years. 

When he came home he was the more qualified to be the 
object of the prelates 1 spite and malice. At last he occasionally 
joined those who rose in arms in Galloway, and continued 
among them a little time, till Tuesday the 27th of November, 
when, not being able to endure the fatigues of constant march- 
ing, he left them near the new bridge upon Crammond water, 
and was taken by some countrymen as he was passing through 
a place called Braid's Crags. 

When he was brought to Edinburgh, he was carried first 
to the council-house, and, after being searched for letters,-and 
none being found, was committed to the tolbooth. 

Next day, by order of council, he was examined Jbefore the 
Earl of Dumfries, Lord Sinclair, Sir Robert Murray of Priest- 
field, and others ; but he waved the v question, and refused to 
sign any thing they wrote, because he conceived he was not 
obliged to be his own accuser* On the 29th, he gave in a de* 
claration under his own hand, testifying that be had been 
with the westland forces, with whom he occasionally met, and 
that he resolved to have withdrawn from them upon the first 
opportunity, which he was about to do when he was taken, 
without either offering to fly or resist, which he desired the 
council rather to believe, because he had told so much to Wil*. 
Ham Laurie of Blackwood; but though Blackwopd owned 
this to be truth, yet the council, suspecting Mr Mackail to have 
been a contriver of the insurrection, and privy to all their de- 
signs, importuned him to be ingenuous in declaring who were 
the ring-leaders of their late rising, and, what correspondence 
they had either at home or ahroad. And, in order to extort 
such a confession, on Monday the 3d of December the boots 
were laid before him on the council table, and they gave him 
to know, that if he did not confess he should be tortured with 
them to-morrow. 

Accordingly, on Tuesday December the 4th, he was again 
brought before the council, and, after the torture of John 
Neilscn of Corsack, of which we have heard, he was agairj 
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examined by the Earl of Rothes,* the Marquis of Montrose, 
an4 several others \ and, being urged to confess, he solemnly 
declared that he knew no more than he had already confessed ; 
whereupon they ordered the executioner to put his leg into 
tiie boot, and proceed to the torture. He received ten or 
eleven strokes, with considerable intervals, to the extraordi- 
nary compression of flesh, sinews, and bones, all which he 
endured with a most Christian patience. Before he .got the 
last three strokes, he protested solemnly, in the sight of God, 
that he could say no more, though all the joints of his body 
were in as great torture as that poor leg. 

On the I Oth of December he and other seven received their 
indictments of treason, and were summoned to appear before 
the justices on the 12th, But, his torture and close imprison- 
ment having thrown him into a fever, he was not able to make 
his appearance, and therefore on December the lltb he gave 
in a petition to the lords of council, begging a respite, since 
he was neither able to walk nor stand, and seeing his accession 
to the crimes with which he was charged was so very slender, 
being only simple presence, and that too but occasional, which 
was mitigated by his purpose and actual coming off from 
them. Together with his petition, there was presented an at- 
testation under the hand of seven surgeons, declaring his weak 
and sickly condition : whereupon the council ordered two* 
physicians and two surgeons, viz. Sir Robert Cunningham, 
Doctor Hay, James Borthwick and Thomas Ktncaid, to visit 
him, and return their attestation, upon soul and conscience, 
to the justices, by 10 o'clock next day. They were, also to 
give in their attestation concerning other three indicted with 
him. 

But as their attestation did not bear soul and conscience, 
and the physicians refusing to rectify it in these terms, though 
they declared they could confirm the truth of it by their oath, 
the justices postponed their proceedings against Mr Mackail 
and the other two, but appointed John Neilson of Corsack, 
though also contained in the attestation, with other four, to 
be brought to the bar, when they were condemned to be hanged 
on the Friday following. 

Mr Mackail was brougfei4*efore the justices on the 18th, 
widi the other three who were arraigned with him ; and being 
permitted to speak after the indictment was read, he declared, 
among other things, that he was not ashamed to avow that he 
was one of that afflicted and persecuted party and persuasion 
called Presbyterian. Then he spoke of the ties and engage.* 
ments that were upon the land to God ; and having com- 
mended the institution, dignity and blessing of presbyterian 
government, he said, that the last words of the national co- 

1 
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yenant Had always great weight upon his spirit. Whereupon 
the king's advocate interrupted him, and desired he would 
forbear that discourse, since he, was not called in question for 
his persuasion, but for the crime of rebellion, in rising in arms 
against his majesty's authority* To this Mr Mackail replied, 
That he was moved to speak in the manner he had done, from 
that weighty and important saying of our Lord Jesus, Whoso- 
ever shall confess me before men, htm shall the Son of man con- 
fess before the angels of God s but he that denieth me and my 
words before men, shall be denied before the angels of God, As 
for rebellion, he said his accession was only simple presence 
with a sword, and that occasional. The advocate replied, that 
not only presence, such as he was charged with, was treason- 
able, but all intercommuning or keeping company with rebels, 
though for half an hour only. 

Though they could prove no more against him than what 
he had owned, yet the jury brought him in guilty, and he was 
condemned to be hanged at the market-cross of Edinburgh, 
December 2 2d, with several others. When he received his 
sentence, he cheerfully said, TJie Lord giveth life, and the Lord 
takethy blessed be the name of the Lord. And, as he was car- 
ried back to the tolbooth, he said to the lamenting people, 
Though men ait us off God will receive us $ trust in God, trust 
in God. 

Being returned to prison, he immediately spent some time 
in prayer, for himself and those condemned with him, with 

(rreat fervency and' enlargement. Being afterwards asked 
low his leg was that had been tortured, he answered with 
cheerfulness, * The fear of my neck now majketh me forget 
< my leg/ After that he said to another friend, < O how good 

* news, to be within four da^s journey to enjoy the sight of 

* Jesus Christ !' and protested he was not so eumbered how 
to die, as he had been sometimes to preach a sermon. His 
lather got liberty to see him, and their meeting was very 
affecting. 

On the 20th of December, to. satisfy the importunity of his 
friends, he gave in to the privy-council the following petition : 

* That whereas, upon Tuesday last, I was indicted and con* 
« demned for the treasonable deeds contained in the general 
.< and special indictment exhibited against me 5 in the which 

* special indictment, containing my whole accession to the said 

* crimes, there is only libelled presence in several places, with 

* an ordinary sword, like as my own confession, which is the 

* naked truth, doth declare how the same was occasional ; and 
« seeing that it was also in some sort purged and retracted, 

* by my withdrawing and deserting with the first conveniency, 
« whereby not only my case appears to be different from that 

vol. 1. N 
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* of others, but also as favourable as possible can be, next to 
f innocence itself, as appeared to many of those gentlemen 

* who were upon my assize ; and, seeing the torture I sus- 

< tanned, and thfc ingenuity I then used, as in the sight of God, 
' to the utmost of my knowledge, deserve that favour that was 

< at that time insinuated : and that it is expected that his ma- 
c jesty, whose mercy I beg 9 according to his great clemency, 
4 and the most usual practice in the like cases, will interpose 

* his mercy for the rescue of many who are equally with me 

< involved : May it therefore please your, lordships graciously 
4 £o consider the premises, and to pardon my great rashness 
> and precipitancy > and therefore to indulge such a rep rival as 
4 your fortlshjps shall think convenient, until his majesty's gra- 

< cious pleasure anent the, premises shall be fully known, at 

* least till the commissioner's grace do return. And your,' &c. 

*N. B. The words in Italic characters were inserted without 
his knowledge, when the petition was transcribed by his 
friends : however, the petition was rejected, and all the interest 
made was to no effect. 

The last night of his life, being Friday, December the 21st, 
lie proposed and answered soine questions. As, I. * How 

* should he, going from the tolbooth through a multitude of 
c gazing people and guards of soldiers to a scaffold and gibbet, 

* overcome the impression of all these ? J To which he answer- 
ed, « 1. By conceiving a deeper impression of a multitude of 

< angels who are also onlookers ; according to that, We are a 

< gazing stock to the ivoild, angels 9 and men ; for the angels, 

* rejoicing at our good confession, are present to convey and 

* carry our souls, as the soul of Lazarus, into Abraham's bo- 
c scm, not to receive them, for that is Jesus Christ's work 

* alone, who will welcome them to heaven himself, with the 
c songs of angels and blessed spirits ; but the angels are mi- 

* nistering spirits, always ready to serve and strengthen all 
4 dying believers. 2. As Stephen saw the heavens opened, 

< ,and Jesus standing at the right-hand of God, who then said, 

* Lord Jestis, receive my spirit , so said he, do I believe, that 

< Jesus Christ is also ready to receive his dying sufferers/ 
II. He enquired, * What is the way for us to conceive of hea- 
f ven, who are hastening to it, since the word says, Eye hath 

* net scen y nor ear heard 9 &c. To this he answered, < The 
c scripture helps us these two ways : 1 . By way of similitude, 
'.as Rev. xxi. when heaven is held forth by a representation 

* of a glorious city there described ; but, in the same place it 
« is also termed the bride. But O how unlike are these two', 

* a bride and a city! which shews the insufficiency and vast 

* disproportion of all such similitudes. And therefore he 
. f added, 2. c That the scripture 'furnished) yet a mere exceK 
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* lent way to conceive of heaven, viz. by conceiving the love 
c of Christ to us, even the breadth and length, the depth, 

* height, and immenseness of that love of Christ, which pas- 

* seth knowledge, and which is also the highest and sweetest 

* motive of praise unto him that loved us, &c. and by holding 
« forth the love of the saints to Christ, and teaching us to love 

* him in sincerity, which is the very joy and exultationof hea- 
1 ven, Rev. v. 12. Woiiky is the Lamb that was slain, to receive 
1 power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
1 'gfa'l/y an d blessing. And no other thing but the soul breath- 

* ing forth love to Jesus Christ can rightly apprehend the joys 
i of heaven.' 

He went to bed a little after eleven, and, rising about five 
in the morning, he called his companion, John Wodrow, and 
said pleasantly, Up, John ; you are too long in bed ; you and 
I look not like men going this day to be hanged, since we lie 
so long. He spent his time most comfortably in prayer and 
edifying discourse. His father coming to him that morning, 
his last words, after prayer, and a little talk, were, ' That hia 

* sufferings would do more hurt to the prelates, and would be 

* more edifying to God's people, than if he were to continue 

* in the ministry for twenty years/ And then he desired his . 
father to leave him, else he would trouble him. And, said 
he, I desire it of you, as the best and last service, to go to your 
chamber, and pray earnestly to the Lord to be with me'- on 
that scaffold : for how to carry there is my care, even that I 
may be strengthened to endure to the end. 

About two o'clock he and his five fellow sufferers were car- 
ried to the scaffold ; his countenance was most pleasant and 
serene. When at the foot of the ladder hedirected his speech 
northward to the multitude, who hoard him with great 'atten- 
tion. 1 , His speech is printed in Naphtali, in which, among 
other things, he said, that he heartily acknowledged his faint- 
ing in the day of trial, and in, endeavouring to conceal his 
joining with those who rose in arms in their own defence; 
and farther expressed himself: * Although I be judged and 
'condemned as a rebel amongst men, yet I hope, even in 

* order to this action, to be accepted as loyal before God. 

* Nay, there canTbe no greater actuf loyalty* to the king, as 
i the times now go, than for every man to do his utmost for 
' the extirpation of that abominable plant prelacy, which is 
4 the bane of the throne and of the country,- which, 'if it be not 
' done, the throne shall never be established in righteousness, 
1 until these wicketl be removed from before it. Sure I am,. 
' these who are now condemned as rebels against him, by 

* them, are such as have spent much time in prayer for himy 

* and do more sincerely wish his standing, and have endou-' 
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c voured it more by this late action, so much condemned, than 

* the prelates by condemning them to death.' 

Having done speaking to the people, he sung a part of 
Psalm xxxi. and the^ prayed with such power and ferveney, 
as drew tears from many. When taking hold of the ladder* 
to go up, he said, with a loud voice, I care no more to go up 
this ladder, ajid over it, than if I were gping home to my fa- 
ther's house. Aftd hearing a noise among the people, as he 
was going up, he called down to his fellow-sufferers, saying, 
Friends and fellow- sufferers, every step of this ladder is* a de- 
gree nearer heaven. Then, having seated . himself upon it, 
he said, I do partly believe that the nobles, counseHprs, and 
rulers of the land, would have used some mitigation of this 
punishment, had they not been instigated by the prelates ; so* 
our blood lies principally at the prelates' door. But this is 
iny comfort now, that / know my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
shall stand at, &c. And now I willingly lay down my life fop 
the truth and cause of God, the covenants and work of refor- 
mation, which were once counted the glory of this nation : 
and it was for endeavouring to defend this, and: to extirpate 
that bitter root of prelacy, that I embrace this rope (the exe- 
cutioner putting the rope about his neck.) Then hearing the 
people weep, he said, Your work is not to weep, but to pray* 
that we may be honourably borne through, and blessed be the 
Lord that jsupports me. — « And that you may know the ground 

* of my encouragement in this, work, and what my hope is, I 
{ will read the last chapter of the Bible.' Which having done* 
he said, i Here you see the glory that is to he revealed upon 

< me ; a pure river of water of life, &c. where the- throne of 

< God js, and the lambis in it, where his servants. serve him, 

* and see his face, and his name is in their foreheads, and the 

< Lord God giveth' them light, and they shall reign for ever 

* and evei", and here you see my access to my glory and r£- 

< ward. Let him iliat is a-thirst come : and whosoever w^ll, let 
€ 1dm take of the watw of life freely. And here you see also 

< my welcome, The Spirit and , the Bride say. Come.' Then 
he said, ' I have one word more to say to my friends, (look* 
^ ing down to the scaffold) Where are you ? You need neither 

* lament me, nor be ashamed of me in this coadition -,' for 1 

* may make us|> of that expression of Christ, I go to your Fa- 

< ther and my Fatlier^ to your God and my God r to your King 

* and my King, to the blessed apostles and martyrs, and to 

1 the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an in* % 

* numerable company of angels, to the general assembly and 

* church of the first-born, and to God the judge of all, and to 

* the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Me* 

* diator of the new covenant. And so I l}id you all farewell.* 
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4 for God will be more comfortable to you than I could be, 

* and he will also now be more refreshing to me than you can 

* be : Farewell; farewell in the Lord.' Then the napkin 
being put over his face, he prayed a little within himself: after 
which 4ie put up the cloth, saying he had one word more to 
say, in order to shew them the comfort he had in his death. 
And thus he said, * I hope you perceived no alteration or dis- 

* couragement in my countenance and carriage •, and as it may 
€ be your wonder, so I profess it is a wonder to myself; but 
4 I will tell you the reason of it. Besides the justness of my 

< cause, this is my comfort, which was said of Lazarus when 

* he died, that the angels did carry his soul into Abraham's 

* bosom ; so that, as there is a great solemnity here^ of a con- 

* fluence of people, a scaffold, a gallows, ana people looking 
' out at windows ; so there is a greater and more solemn pre- 
4 paration in heaven, of angels to carry my soul to Christ's 
« bosom/ And, after speaking a little to the same purpose, 
he ^concludes thus : ' And now T leave off to speak any more 

* to creatures, and turn my speech to thee, O Lord ! And 

* now I begin my intercourse with God? which shall never be 
4 broken off. Farewell father aud mother, friends and relar 

* tions ; farewell the world and all delights ; farewell meat and 
f drink; farewell sun, inoon, and stars: Welcome (rod and 

* Father 5 welcome sweet Jesus the mediator of the new co- 

* venant •, welcome blessed Spirit- of grace and God of all 

* consolation ; welcome glory, welcome eternal life, welcome 
4 death/ Then he desired the executioner not to turn him 
4 over till he should put his own shoulders over first, which 
'within a little he did, saying,, < O Ldrd, into thy hands I 

< commit my spirit ; for thou hast redeemed my soul* Lord 

* God of truth.' 

I cannot but here insert a paragraph of an English histo- 
rian, in which he says, Were the complete historian sensible 
jof the pathetic and sublime in eloquence, they would own 
. there is nothing like it (viz. the last words of this martyr, from ' 
iarewell, &c.) in whatever they have seen of antiquity 5 and it 
being a suffering minister's dying words, adds a truth to the 
beauty, which cannot be met with in profane learning. This, 
adds he, is one of die covenant martyrs, which the Scots cu- 
rates gave over to damnation, though I doubt not every good 
Christian, after reading the divine exultation of A$* % ftfackaifc 
will be ready to say to diem, < Be ray portion with this good 

* man, and take ye your lot with one another/ 

Thus died Mr Hugh Mackail, a youth of (|bout 26 years 

of age, singularly pious, and of no snjall share of learning. 

He had seen the world. Never was a death more lamented ; 

• for, among all the spectators, thsre* was scarcely an eye that 



Digitized by 



Google 



19$ THE HISTORY OF THE ' ~ CfiAP. VII. 

did not ran down with tears. It is said, that he used to fast 
one day in the week, and had frequently ' before this signified 
to his friends the impressions he had of his dying in this man- 
ges. His share in the rising was known to be small. And 
.when he spoke of his comfort and joy in death, heavy were 
the groans of those whQ were present. 

Lord Rothes the commissioner, being come from court, re- 
solved upon a progress through the west and south, that he 
might come at the bottom of some imaginary conspiracy and 
plot ; but no discoveries could be made. He came first to 
.Glasgow, and from thence to the town of Ayr, with a com- 
mittee of noblemen and others, who were vested with a justi- 
ciary power. 

Accordingly the Earl of Kelly, Lieutenant-general Drutn- 
mond, Charles Maitland of Haltoun, and James Crighton 
brother to the Earl of Dumfries, sat down in judgment at 
Ayr on .the 24th of December, two days after the execution 
of Mr Mackail. Twelve more of the prisoners were brought 
.before them, who were found guilty of treason, and ordered 
to be executed at Ayr, Irvine, and Dumfries 

Thursday the 27th of December was appointed for the exe- 
cution of James Smith; Alexander Macmillan, James Mae- 
millan, George PJaccartney, John Short, John Graham, Joba 
Muirfycad, and Cornelius Anderson, at the town of Ayr. 
But the executioner, being unwilling to cmbrue his hands in 
the blood of those men, got out of the way. And the provost 
not being abie to find one that would undertake the hateful 
work, proposed that one of the eight should have his life on 
condition of executing the ether seven. Accordingly, in the 
morning, the magistrates went to prison and laid the proposal 
before the prisoners. Upon which Cornelius Anderson said, 
Jf the rest would forgive him he would do it. They answered 
if he did it they should wish him repentance and forgiveness. 
He way kept intoxicate till the execution was over. When 
he came' off the gibbet, the boys and others stoned him out 'of 
the town. His conscience after this troubled him, every one 
shunned rlum, at last he retired to Ireland, where he built a 
little house in some common place near Dublin, and there his 
house and he were afterwards burnt to ashes. 

James Blackwood and John Maccoul were executed at 
Irvine on the 3 1st of December. Some of these sufferers 
wete ignorant, and very much discouraged at the near views 
of eternity ; but, by the pains taken by the minister Mr Nis- 
,bet, who visited them, they died full of joy and courage, to 
the admiration of all who were present. John Grier and 
William Welsh, the remaining pair of those condemned at 
Ayr, were executed at Dumfries on Wednesday the 2d of 
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January 1667. And thus, from the 7th of December to the 
2d of January, were no less than 34 executed out of 40. 

The steadiness of William Sutherland, executioner at 
Irvine, is toQ remarkable not to be recorded iiere j for, when 
the executioner at Ayr deserted, nothing could prevail with 
him to supply his plape* - 

He came of poor parents in Strathnaver, the wildest part 
of the north highlands, and had no education till 'after he 
came to be/executioner at Irvine, and .then with difficulty he 
learned to read English, and took great delight in his Bible ; 
and the more he became acquainted with it, the more lie be- 
gan to scruple to execute any, unless he was clear they de- 
served to die. When he was pressed to go to Ayr his scruples 
increased, because he had heard the prisoners were godly 
.men, persecuted by the bishops, whom, says he, I never liked 
since I loved my Bible. These words, Heb. iv. 12. made 
great impression upon him, so that he was resolved not to 
nave a hand in that execution. 

lie was brought from the church before the provost of 
Irvine, and refusing to goto Ayr, wa£ put in prison till Mon- 
day night, when a serjeant with six soldiers came from thence 
to fetch him ; but, still persisting in his refusal, he was re- 
manded to prison till-next morning, when they forced him to 
go. And, being then brought before the provost of Ayr, he 
continued resolute to have no hand in executing the prisoners, 
notwithstanding all the promises that were made him ; so that 
he was committed again to prison. 

Upon this one Mr White, a curate, came to persuade him 
to do his office, saying, Do not you know that these men are 
guilty of rebellion? and that rebellion is as the sin of witch- 
craft ? to which he answered, That the. rebellion spoke of 
there was Saul's rebellion against, the immediate command 
and revealed Will of God. In short, he so baffled the curate, 
that instead of answering him, he said, Away with thee, the 
devij is in thee, and thou hast dealing with familiar spirits. 
To which William replied, If the devil be in me, he is an un- 
natural devil ; for, if he was like the rest, he would bid me 
take as many lives as I could, that he might get many souls ; 
but the spirit that is in me will not suffer me to take good 
men's lives. 

Ke was next brought befpre the Lord Kelly, the provosj, 
and others $ and after they had treated and i idiculed him, 
the boots were called for. Then he said, You may bring t^ 
boots and spurs too,; you shall not prevail: They therefoi'9 
threatened to pour a cruse full. of melted lead upon his hanc^s* 
but, when they saw how ready he was to receive it, they were 
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do 5 but all proved ineffectual.' And, observing what perti- 
nent answers he gave, the lieutenant-general s«aid, Tell me, 
quickly, who learned you these answers ; I perceive you have 
got a paper from some of these rebellious ministers, and have 
got your answers per-quire. William said, Not so, my lord ; 
but God, that said, Fear not ; when ye shall be brought before 
, kings and riders, for my sake; it shall be given you in that hour 
what you shall say. I will give thee a mouth and wisdom, that 
thine adversaries shall not be able to answer : he makes his 
promise good to me. Then several gentlemen said, Away 
with him ; the devil is in him ; he has deqling with familiar " 
spirits. 'To this he spoke as to the curate. Then the lien- 
tenant-general said, Tell me, quickly, who put these words 
in your mouth, else you shall be hanged. To which he re- 
plied. * Even he, who made Balaam's ass to '.speak* and re- 

< prove the madness of the prophet , and marvel not, for he" 
*■ that could make a dumb ass to speak, can much more'make 

* me a reasonable creature to speak. Jt is he that gave me these 

* answers, fmd iikewise forbids me to do this ; it is he and no 
'* other.' Then' Lord Kelly said, He thinks' no better sport 
than to bring scripture to confound us with it, but you shall 
i*ue it when you are going to be hanged. To this he answer- 
ed, If this confound you, yoli shall be bbtter confounded yet* 
riead ye never that chapter, 1 Gor. i. 36. How tliat not many 
wise mm after the fleshy not many mighty, not many noble, are 
called ; but God hafh thosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the things that are mighty, &c. Then said Kelly, 
take the devil out of my sight, ^nd put him in the narrowest 
place of the stocks. At the same time the provost whispered 
him in thenar, arid offered to give hini fifty 'dollars, and suf- 
fer him afterwards- to return to the Highlands ., IJut the ho- 
nest man answered with a loud voice, c What, would you 

* have me sell my conscience ? Where can I fly from, God ? 
€ Remember Jonas fled from God, but the 'Lord fbqnd him 

< out, and ducked him over the lugs ; ^o snail he me if I go 
« over the light-of my conscience.' * 

He was put therefore in the stocks- Then four soldiers 
were sent, and having charged their pieces, brought a cap 
to cover his face, and threatened to shoot Urn;' but finding 
him sp undaunted as to open his breast to receive their fire, 
one of them said he -shall not. be shot, but hanged and given 
to the dogs. While he was in the stocks, where he suffered 
much, some asked him what he thought of the bishops. •' His 
answer was, f I truly think the bishops take more on them 
•.than Christ did, who w^as a better preacher than any of 
€ them} for he would not meddle with dividing the inherit 
« tance.gmong the brethreri.— ~ He being a spiritual teacher 
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* refused to meddle witji civil law. Bat why will our bishops 
« sit in parliament, and go in before earls? I am informed 
« they sit and ride in' parliament, and judge in worldly affairs* 
« they have their coaches to ride in, but neither Christ nop 

* his apostles had them ; they are lords over God's heritage-; 

* but our Saviour says to his ministers. The princes of Hie Gen*. 
11 tiles exercise dominion, but it shall* not be so among you, bvdt 

* he that will be greatest shall be savant of all. The bishops 

< are like the Scribes and Pharisees, against whom the Lord 

< pronounced many a woe. Woe be to you Scribes and Pha- 

* risecs, ye love the chief seat$ W> the synagogues, so love our 

< bishops the chief seats in parliament.— Woe be to you TScribes 

* and Pharisees, for you love to wear long robes, and to be called 

* of men. Rabbi. The bishops desire side gowns, and a man ta 
'* bear up their tails tco, and they think they never get their 

* "right style j tiU they be called my lord, and some of them 
' P ;ur grace s you give grace to a graceless face : they oppress 

* the poor people to feed their own bellies ; for which the 
' Lord pronounces many a woe against them.' Then said 
they, Timothy and Titus were bishops. To which he re- 
plied, They were preaching bishops, but not bishops over 
whole dioceses. And, as the apostle says, I Tim. in. A bi- 
shop should be blameless, the husband of one wife, so I think a 
preaching bishop should have but one flock, &c. 

- Then they asked what he thought of the king ? He said, 
Would you have me speak treason ? The king is set over us 
allby God, and all his subjects shpuld pray for him, and de- 
fend his person and government, and obey him in all things 
according to the word of God. But I wish his majesty 
and all kings may take good heed to the law of the Lord, &c. 
After a good deal of conversation to this purpose, he was 
iiext threatened to be rolled up and down in a barrel filled 
with iron pikes ; however, he was if} nothing terrified by his 
adversaries, but continued still resolute, till at last they thought 
proper to let him go. 

' Whereupon Lord Eglinton sent for and examined him con- 
cerning what had befallen him, and said, Poor man, you did 
well in not doing what they would have had you. To this he 
replied, * My lord, you say I have done well, whereas you 
« persecute them from first tp last •, this tells me, in my ex- 
S perience, that you go against the light of your conscience. 

< Woe will be to you that jjo against the light of yoilr con- 

* science.' Eglinton said, Know you not that I have kept you 
from being hanged, and are you telling me that ? William; 
replied, Keep me from drowning too, I will tell you the verity. 
Thus, they made this poor man feel the fear of death ,<4;h6ugU 
Jic.esfcapcd the pain of it. * ,'■■■' 
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. And thus I have given as particular an account of this 
risings and of the exequtioris that followed upon it, as this 
history will admit of. It is not to be expected that I should 
offer a full vindication, of this rising, and of those worthy and 
excellent persons who suffered on account of it, that having 
been frequently done by others *, and as I shall afterwards 
have an opportunity to shew how far defensive arms are to 
be justified. It is therefore sufficient to observe, 1. That this 
attempt was no premeditated thing, but entirely accidental, 
occasioned by the violent oppressions of the country by the 
merciless soldiers. 2. Upon their first attempt they knew 
they had nothing to expect but 'all the cruelties their perse- 
cutors could inflict upon them ; and therefore the law o^seH- 
preservation required them to take the best measures they 
could for their own security and defence, all application to 
the king being discharged by the laws then in being. 3. It 
is plain they had no designs against his majesty's person or go- 
vernment ; all they wanted was the redress of their grievances, 
the enjoyment of their liberties, and the free exercise of their 
religion, as is evident from their treatment of Sir James 
Turner, when in their power, from their readily agreeing to 
a suspension of arms, and their having, in part, proposed their 
grievances, and sent them to the council. 4. When, in some 
respects, they were under terms of accommodation, they were 
suddenly attacked, and obliged to resist force by force, when 
no indemnity was allowed them, and, when taken at the en- 
gagement, they got quarters and a promise of life ; so that it 
was contrary to all rules to be treated as they were, after 
quarters given and taken ; besides, several who were executed, 
were not in the action, ncr had borne arms, but were only in 
Company with the rest when going through the country, and 
some of k them were put to death, merely to gratify {Sharp's 
revenge, contrary to the king's express orders, that no more 
lives should be taken. 5. All of them owned the king's au- 
thority ; so that, if matters be truly considered, they suffered 
no so much for their rising in arms, as for their not renoun- 
cing their sworn covenant, and refusing to take the declara- 
tion ; and therefore it is surprising how f Sir George Mac- 
kenzie could say in his Vindication, page 8, generally, no man 
was executed in this reign,* who would say, God bless the 
-king ; for it is well known that none of these persons, who 
suffered tit this time, had their life offered to them on that 
condition. The persecutors, saith the author of the Memoirs 

* See Jus ffojiuli vindfcatuvr y Hind let looiV, dec. 
+ N.'B. Sir Ctorgc {Mackenzie was one of the advocates *.vho f leaded for the 
■£rit ten -p'ifor.er: who were i-st.cu.tcd. 
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of the Church of Scotland, for such this very thing will prove 
them to be, as if they were fond of having it said, that these 
men died for religion, and not for being in arms, ordered 
several of them to be offered their lives if they would take 
and subscribe the declaration to renounce the covenant* 
Whether they did this fraudulently or sincerely, Providence 
never gave them an opportunity to discover ; nor whether, if 
the weakness of any had brought them to yield, they would 
have performed their, promise to them \ for not a man they 
ever offered it to, (1 mean of those condemned to die for the 
rising at Pentland) but refused it with indignation, and chose 
to die rather than to yield to that unconscionable proposal, 
Sq, in that point, they gained an undeniable testimony, that 
they suffered for religion^ not accepting deliverance ; for none 
of them esteemed renouncing the covenant to be an}' thing 
more or less than renouncing God, and his church, to whom, 
and for which that covenant was first entered into. 6. The 
very same reasons which vindicate the Revolution 1688, are 
in favour of those who rose at this time j and, had their mea- 
sures been as well concerted, and their success been as great - 
as their cause was just, nothing could have been said against 
them. But though the attempt of these worthv men was not 
so successful as that of the Revolution, all that can be said is, 
that God's time was net yet come for rescuing a Weeding na- 
ticn. 7. 'these valuable persons were fliirly vindicated, when- 
ever the nation recovered its senses, by the Revolution -pari:- 
'ment, in the act July 4, 1690, by which the forfeited per- 
sons were* restored, not ex gratia, but exjmlitia, and all de- 
creets and sentences passed against them, by any judges, were 
declared void and null from the beginning. And thus I have 
given a pretty full account, of this matter, which had no small 
influence upon the interest of episcopacy in Scotland ; for, 
after so great a number of executions prelacy gradually and 
sensibly decayed, till the Revolution, when the prelates, the 
chief instruments of cruelty, were at last laid aside as a public 
nuisance. Whereas nothing more strengthened the interest 
of presbyterians, than the chearful and stedfast behaviour of 
the sufferers, concerning whom it may be said, The more 
they were oppressed, the more they grew. People began 
more generally to leave the churches, and ejected mini- 
sters ventured to preach a little more publicly, particularly 
the Rey. Mr John Welsh, whose labours were blessed with 
eminent success ; multitudes resorted to hear them, and the 
poor honest people, by way of ridicule, were called Wkigs 9 \ 
from wigg, the thin part ol milk, which they were forced to 
drink in their wanderings. Bishop Burnet gives another 
original of this ;namcj he says, that in the south west coun? 
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ties of Scotland, there is scarce corn enough to serve out the 
year, and therefore people repair to Leith to buy of the 
stores that come from the north. And from a word whig- 
ham, used in driving their horses, all that drove were called 
Whigganwres, and shorter, the Whigs, which afterwards be* 
tame the name of all the patrons of liberty. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Of iher Cruelties of Dalziei, %c. the Forfeitures of Gentlemen^ 

' Sfc* The Disbanding of the Army, and. the Bond of Peace. 

Mr MitcheVs attempt on Archbishop Sharp, the Proceedings 

of Parliament, the first Indulgence, and other things^ to the 

endqftlieyear, 1669* 

^< OGN after the victory at Pentland, DaUiel, with a cor- 
^ siderable number of troops, marched to the west, took , 
up his head -quarters in the town of Kilmarnock, and grievous- 
ly oppressed the coirntry. From that place and the neigh- 
bourhood was extorted upwards of the value of £0,000 merks. 
AH whom Dalsiel suspected were brought before him, and if 
they were not guilty, were sure to be held so. He passed 
what sentence he pleased, and tortured whom he had a-mind. 
Many upon mere suspicion of being at Pentland, were put 
into the thieves-hole, at Kilijjanjock, where" they were obli- 
ged to stand night and day. And one of them* felling dan- 
gerously sick, was not syijered to go out till two persons be. 
came bail to return hyn either dead pr alive. The poor man 
dying, the sqreties were forced to bring the corps to the pri- 
son-door, where it lay sonje time till the general thought fit 
to let it be interred. ^ . * 

When one David Findlay* of the parish of Newmills, was 
brought before the general, and examined, he acknowledged 
that he was by accident at Lanark, wl^en Colonel Wallace, 
and his men came that way, but did not join them ; but, be- 
pause he would not tell whom he saw there, Dalziel ordered 
him to be shot to death, stript naked, and left on the place, 
though he Was no soldier, nor under his command •, aud 
though the poor man begged but one night's time tp prepare 
for eternity, it was absolutely refused him. 

Another instance of barbarity was acted on a poor woman 
}n the neighbourhood of Kihnarnock. A party of soldiers 
ordered her to be put into a deep pit under the house of Dean, 
full of toads and other vile creatures, for no other reason but 
because a man, whom they were in pursuit of, had run through 
her house, and she could not tell what was become of him* 
Her shrieks were heard at a great distance $ but none durst 
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iuterceed for her, for fear of being sent to bear fier com- 
pany. Whether she died there, or what became of h^r, I 
know not. 

, Sir Mungo Murray, who commanded some soldiers under 
Dalziel, having intelligence of two men who had given a 
night's lodging to two of the Pcntland people, ordered them, 
without any proof, to be bound with cords, and hanged up 
by the thumbs upon a tree all night ; so that> in all probabi- v 
lity, they would have died before next day, had not some, 
even of the soldiers, been so humane as to cut them down, at 
the hazard of their own lives. How sad must the case of the 
country be, when the army was permitted to exercise such 
cruelties upon poor innocent people ! Meanwhile the poor 
whigs, cither fled abroad or concealed themselves in dens 
. and caves of the earth, to escape the fury of the times, this 
being the severest winter of persecution Scotland had knowii 
for a long tim«. 

Much about this time Sir William Bannantyne was sent 
with a considerable party to Galloway, where he committed 
excessive cruelties, and took free quarters wherever he pleased. 
This party came to the house of Roger Gordon of Holm,, 
consumed his victuals' and sheep, though nothing .could bcr 
laid to his charge. From thence* they went to the house of 
Earlstoun, which they made a garrison of, and from whence 
they sent parties' through the parish and round the neigh- 
bourhood. And because one David Macgill had, by his 
wife's means, escaped in woman's clothes, they took the poor 
woman, bound her, and put lighted matches between her 
fingers for-several hours ; the torture made her almost distract- 
ed 5 she lost one of her hands, and died in a few days after. 
They pillaged the country at their pleasure. Some they 
brought to their garrisons, though under heavy sickness, 
stripped them almost naked by the way, and threw them into 
nasty places, without the least accommodation. 

The soldiers exacted many fines in the most arbitrary man- ' 
ner. Thus, from two countrymen in the parish of Dairy, 
they raised about S6S1. Scots. In the parish of Carsphaifti, 
Gilbert Monry in Marbrack, without the least alleged fault, 
had fifty merks imposed upon him - y and, when he asked the 
reason of his being fined, Sir William Bannantyne replied, 
Bxause you have gear, and I must have a part of it. Alex- 
ander Gordon of Knockbreck suffered exceedingly ; John 
Gordon ift Carnevel had his estate worth 1 6,000 merks takeh 
from him, and his brother Robert, who succeeded him, had 
his house often spoiled by the soldiers, and w r as himself forced* 
to wander in the mountains. In short, they made all the ha- 
voc they could 5 so that the gentleman was forced to retire to 
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London, and after he returned in 1683, was obliged to keep 
concealed till 1687. 

In the parish of Balmagic, Sir William being in a public- 
house, and attempting to commit lewdness with the mistress, 
he struck her husband almost dead for offering to make re- 
sistance ; end a gentleman in company seizing Sir William, 
and proving too hard for him, Bannantyne called in the sol- 
diers, who took the gentleman, tied him neck and heel,^)ound 
his hands, behind his back, and kept him on the ground in 
that posture all Saturday night, and part of the Sabbath, till 
his friends came and gave bond for him. The reader must 
observe this gentleman was no Whig, but had been with the 
king'§ forces at Pentland. Bannantyne and his party drank 
in the house most of the Lord's day, and when they could 
drink no more, let the liquor run on the ground, and rifled 
the house. In short, his oppressions, rapes, adulteries, 
murders, &c. were so m^ny, that the managers themselves 
were ashamed of him. The reader will find many more in- 
stances of this nature in Naphtali, edit. 1. p. 291, &c. to which 
, I must refer him. 

These hardships continued on the west and south of Scot- 
land till the beginning of June, when a squadron of the Dutch 
fleet came into the Frith, "so that the army was obliged to 
march into the east country to guard the const. 

But many other hardships were put upon good people bjr 
others as well as by the army. Many were imprisoned upon 
mere suspicion, ' as James Grierson of Dalgoner, and John 
Hamilton cf AWstane, and one Carmichael, though nothing 
could be proved against any of them. 

John Gordon of Largmore, with his bother-in-law, William 
Gordon of Robertoun, being at Pentland, William was kill* 
-ed, and John sorely wounded ; so that through the loss of 
Wood, and lying in the fields some nights after the engage- 
ment, he died a few days after he got to his own house, and 
thereby escaped the fury of the persecutors, who were resol- 
ved to carry him to Edinburgh in a litter. Mrs Mary Gor- 
don of Robertoun was grievously harassed after the death of 
her husband and brother, chiefly by the instigation of the cu- 
rate of the place. We shall afterwards meet with more of 
the sufferings of this family. 

The family of Sundiwell suffered not a lit Lite on this occasL-.i. 
James Kirkco of Sundiwell had, during the last six years, gone 
through a series of oppressions, by fining, quartering of soldiers, 
and the like. Last October he was forced to disperse his -fa- 
mily, and to wandsr from place to place to avoid the depreda- 
tions and cruelties of the soldiers, which made him suspected to • 
have been at Pentlan-i, though that could never, he made appear. 
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However, he was forced to leave the kingdom for the space of 
three years, and, after his return, he was harassed by a process 
of forfeiture ; but a comfortable death put an end to all his 
sorrows. 

James Maccleland, who succeeded him in the lands of Sundi- 
well, being- only suspected, was forced to fly to the mountains, 
when only sixteen years of age, where he and several others 
kept concealed from November till the 15th of February this 
year, that he was apprehended by a party of Sir William Ban- 
nantyne's men, brought to their garrison at Earlstoun, and put 
in a vault with other prisoners. Sir William most cruelly tor- 
tured him with fiery matches between his fingers, to force him 
to confess what he was entirely ignorant of. In short, he was 
carried prisoner from place to place, and at last to Edinburgh ? 
and being examined before the council in September, he, with 
fifteen others, were banished to the plantations, because he re- 
fused the declaration. Meanwhile he happily broke prisen and 
escaped. This gentleman was harassed by processes, fines, im- 
prisonments and other oppressions, for many years. But that* 
which went nearest his heart of all was his sinful compliance, 
some years after this, in taking the test, of which oath in the 
next volume. 

James Callane merchant in Dumfries was forfeited, sometime 
after Pentland, though it could never be proved that he was 
there ; he sustained great losses by the parliament fine, and 
other exactions by Sir James Turner. Upon his being de 7 
clared rebel he left the kingdom, and lived seven years, in the 
East-Indies ; and at his return he was taken by Claverhouse, 
and imprisoned at Dumfries fourteen months, and at Edinburgh 
a year and a half, and then banished to Carolina* where he 
died. After his death, liis wife and daughters, for their non- 
conformity, were deprived of their goods, and forced to wander 
up and down through the hills and mountains for three years 
and a half. 

Robert Lenox of Plumpton suffered likewise at this time ; 
for his estate, worth 2000 merks yearly, was taken from him, 
and he forced to fly intp England, where he continued as a wan- 
derer for three years. At length he went with Ins family to 
Ireland, but, being instrumental in getting a presbyterian mini- 
ster settled at Glenevie, he was excommunicated by the bishop 
and his official, fined upwards of 430/. sterling, and thereby re- 
duced almost to beggary. At last he ventured to Scotland ; 
and, though a papist was in possession of his estate, yet be hav- 
ing produced the charter of his lands, was put in prison, and 
when he got out lived upon charity till the Revolution. One 
Thomas Lenox of the same place met with peculiar hardships, 
both before and aflcr Pentland. Br c::?.cUr*ns and imprison- 
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ments he lost above 679/. besides a year's crop and his household 
furniture^ and that without any process. One time he was im- 
prisoned at Edinburgh thirty-three weeks, and at another three 
months, for refusing the test. 

. While these, things were thus carried on, a convention of 
estates met at Edinburgh, on tl^e 23d of January, in which, as 
Burnet relates* the king, by a special letter, appointed Duke 
Hamilton to preside, and, in a letter to Lord Rothes, ordered 
bim to write to Sharp to stay Within his diocese, and to come 
no more to Edinburgh* Upon this, the historian says, Sharp 
was struck with so deep a melancholy, that he shewed as great 
an abjectness under this slight disgrace, as he had shewed inso- 
lence before when he had more favour. The convention, ac- 
cording to my author, laid on a subsidy for the army, amount- 
ing to 64,000/. monthly, for a year's time, and, in the excess 
of their loyalty, offered to maintain all the forces the king 
, should be pleased to raise : so that a blank was put in his ma- 
jesty's hand to raise and keep up as great a standing army as. 
his arbitrary ^counsellors should, for their own» ends, advise 
iim to. 

The bishops and their party used all their interest to keep up 
the standing army. 4 Accordingly, when the convention was 
over, Lord Rothes sent up Drummond, as Burnet tells us^ to 
represent JCo the - king the ill affections of the western parts ;' 
for nothing could be more averse to prelacy than they were. 
Drummond proposed, as an expedient, the pressing of the de- 
claration, and the keeping up of a standing atmy. Burnet scys, 
* A slight accident happened, that raised a jest which spoiled 
his errand.'. The king flung the cover of the letter from Scot- 
land into the fire, which was carried up in a flame, and set the 
chimney on fire ; whereupon it was said* That the Scotish let- 
ter had fired Whitehall. And it w r as~ answered, The cover had 
almost ^et Whitehall on fire, but the contents would certainly 
set Scotland all on aflame,' 

The king was prevailed with by Lauderdale to send his let- 
ter to the council', dated March the 12th, in which he impower- 
ed them, 1. To tender the oath of allegiance and the declara- 
tion unto such active and leading persons of the disaffected party 
as they should suspect, and to secure the recusants. 2. To emit 
a proclamation, requiring all within the most disaffected shires 
to bring in, by a limited day, all arms and powder, under what 
penalties the council should see proper, ©nly allowing gentle- 1 
men to wear their swords. 3. To seize all serviceable horses 
belonging to disaffected or suspected persons, after being ap- 
prised by honest and indifferent persons. 4. To model a militia 
of hors6 and foot to join the regular forces, that they might 
speedily proceed to put the kingdom in a posture of defence. 

2 
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5. To provide arms and ammunition for the defence of the 
kingdom. 6. To take effectual course that every parish secure 
the persons of their ministers from violence and affronts. And, 
7. To give present orders for the criminal pursuit of all heritors, 
or men of estates, all preachers and military- officers, who were 
in the late rebellion, before the justice-general, that they may 
be tried according to law, and, being found guilty, be forfeited 
Without delay. 

This letter being read in council on the 20th of March they 
appointed a warrant for the advocate to pursue heritors, &c. iri 
terms of the seventh article ; and on the 25th two proclama-^ 
tions were published, the one for bringing in of arms from the 
shires of Ayr, Lanark, Renfrew, and Wigtoun, and stewartry 
of Kirkcudbright, against the first day of May, and that under 
very severe penalties. One pretence for this was, to prevent in- 
vading ministers of the gospel Who were lawfully admitted 
preachers among them, ft was added, A That if any injury or 
4 affront was done to their minister, the parishioners who shall 
*- suffer the same to be done^ and not oppose the same, shall be 
* reputed as art and part of the same crime and violence/ So 
that if a curate's house should be robbed, his parishioners must 
be charged with the robbery. There were but a few arms 
brought in, notwithstanding this proclamation. By the other 
proclamation, of the same date, all who withdrew from public 
ordinances, and did not keep their own parish churches, were 
forbid keeping horses above 100 .merks value. Though this 
gave some satisfaction to the prelates, yet it did not fill their 
churches ; and, had this been rigorously executed, the king 
would have had a good many fine horses from many x>f the 
managers, nay, and from some of the bishops themselves, who 
were not very punctual in their attendance on public worship. 
That same day they answered the king's letter, acquainting 
him with what they had done, and farther intended, as to every 
article of it. After which, there does not seem to have been 
any more sederunts of council till the 6th of June. 

When the council met at that time, a letter from the king, 
dated the 4th of May, was read, wherein his majesty recom- 
mended to them the encouragement and support of the sober 
and orthodox clergy. Whereupon a proclamation was publish- 
ed, much of the same import with that of the 25th of March, 
wherein heritors and parishioners were made liable for all the 
damages done to ministers. That the sober and orthodox clergy^ 
as they were now called, by their violent persecuting temper, 
together with their immoralities, brought upon themselves the 
odium of the people, is very certain, and consequently there 
was no other way to support them but by the secular army 
from which all their authority was derived. It was indeed 
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hinted in the king's letter, and asserted in the proclamation; 
that many affronts had been given to those sober andprthodqx 
clergy ; and it was proper, for the designs of the managers^. 
that such things should be' alleged, let the proof of them be 
ever so slender. 

That same day .another letter from the king* of the same 
date, was read, pressing, in the warmest terms, the forfeiting of 
those who had been in the late rising, and had hitherto made 
their escape. 

But before any thing could be done in this affair, Sir Robert- 
Murray came from court, to get a true account of the state of 
the country, and, in the month of June, was admitted to the 
office of Justice-clerk. White he was in Scotland, all pains 
were taken, by the prelates and their military assessors, to shew. 
. .the necessity of continuing the forces now in pay, there being 
a design on foot for disbanding the' army. But this was not- 
thought proper to be put in execution, till once peace was con- 
cluded with the Butch. 

v Mean while several of the Pentland prisoners were set at li- 
berty upon their signing the declaration, and some, favour was 
shewn to other gentlemen under confinement, such as William 
Laurie tutor of Blackwood, and James Hamilton of Aikenhead. 
And on the llth of July the council gave the following orders 
relating to ths Pentland prisoners, viz. 1. That they who re- 
fuse the allegiance and declaration be sent, with the first op- 
portunity, to Barbadoes. 2. That the two prisoners, who were 
willing to take the allegiance and declaration should have the 
king's pardons ,3. That they who were taken up upon suspi- 
cion should remain , in prison till farther examination. And* 
4. That these suspected ipersbns should be set at liberty upon 
their taking the allegiance and declaration. 

After these things, on the 15th of August, the Earl of Athol 
ustice-general, and Sir John Hume of Jlentoun, justice-clerk, 
with the Earls of Linlithgow and Dumfries, held a justice-court 
at Edinburgh, before whom Sir John Nisbet, the king's. advo- 
cate, produced a commission, signed by Rothes the commis- 
sioner* for pursuing criminaUy, and forfeiting, the following 
persons in their lives and fortunes, as being in the late insurrec- 
tion in the west, viz. Colonel James Wallace, Major Joseph 
Learmpnt, William Maxwell of Moncrief younger, John Mac- 
cleland of Barscob, John Gordon of Knockbreck, Robert Mac- 
cleland of Barmagachan, l James Cannon of; Burnshalloch 
younger, Robert Cannon of JVTondrogget younger, John Welsh 

of Star, Welsh of Ckfrnley, Gordon of Garery in 

Kells, Robert Chalmers brother to Gadgirth, Henry Grier in 
Balmaclellan, David Scot in Irongray, John Gordon in Middle- 
ton of Dairy, William Gordon there, John Macnaught there, 
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Robert and Gilbert Cannons there, Andrew Dempster of Carrie 
dow, James Griersbn of Dargoner (who was delayed) James 
Kirkco of Sundiwell, ■ ■ Ramsay in Mains of Arnistoun, 
John Hutcheson in Newbottle, — - — Row chaplain to Scotstaf- 
bet, Patrick Listoun in Calder, with his son Patrick, James 
Wilkie in Mains of Cliftoun-hall, William Muir of Caldwell, 
the Goodman of Caldwell, Mr John Cunirigham of Bedland, 
. William Porterfield of Quarreltoun and his brother Alexander, 
Robert Ker of Kersland, William Lockhart of Wicketshaw* 
David Poe in Pokelly, and the following ministers, viz. Messrs 
Gabriel Semple, John Semple, John Guthrie, John Welsh, Sa- 
muel Arnot, James Smith, Alexander Peden, — Orr, Wil- 
liam Veitch, Paton, John Crookshank, Gabriel Maxwell, 

John Carstairs, James Mitchel, and William Forsyth. 

Now the reader will observe, that in this list some were 
dead, as Mr Crookshank, and others of them had no being ; 
nay, several of their names were corrected in the indemnity, 
which came down in the end of the year. Besides, all these 
persons were absent, and the advocate urged to have sentence 
of death passed upon as many of them as he thought fit to pro- 
secute ; and, the better to justify this illegal proceeding, having 
beforehand practised upon the lords of session, produced their 
answer in court to a query he had proposed, viz. Whether or 
not a person guilty of high-treason may be pursued before the • 
justices, though he be absent and contumacious, so that the 
justices, upon citation and sufficient probation and evidence, 
may pronounce sentence and doom of forfeiture if the ditty be 
proved ? To which the lords of session gave it as their opinion^ 
4 That, upon the justices citation, and sufficient probation ta- 
4 ken before the judges and assize, they' may proceed and pro-. 
4 nounce sentence thereintill and forfeiture against the persons 
4 guilty of high-treason, though they be absent and contumaci- 
4 ous.* 

Things being thus prepared, the advocate pursued the fol- 
lowing persons, viz. Colonel Wallace, Major Learmont, Bar- 
scob, Mr John Welsh, Mr James Smith, Patrick Listoun, his 
son, and Quarreltoun. It was with difficulty they could get a 
jury, and the one they got was made up of officers in the army, 
the general's servants and some -papists. Sir James Turner was 
the first witness that was examined, though it is plain, he 
could not well * purge himself of malice, and was afterwards • 
condemned for his oppressions, as we shall hear. Sentence was 
pronounced the same day, by which all these eight were for- 
feited in life and fortune. Next day, August the 16th, Wil- 

* According to the law of Scotland in criminal ca c e?> before a witnefs be ad- 
mitted, he most swear that he has no malice against the defendant, and that he 
hai received no good deed, or promise of good deed, to fwear, £cc. 
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liam Muir of Caldwell, John Caldwell of Caldwell younger, 
.Robert Kef of Kersland, Mr John Cuningham of Bedland, 
Alexander Porterfield, Maxwell younger of Moncrief Banna- 
gaehan y Montrogget, Robert Chalmer, and Messrs Gabriel 
Semple, John Guthrie, Alexr. Pedan, William Veitch, John 
Crookshank and Patrick Macnaught, had the same sentence 
passed upon them ; but twa years after this Robert Chalmer 
obtained the king's pardori. Why the same sentence was not 
passed upon Mr Gabriel Maxwell till the 2 2d of December 
1671, cannot now be accounted for. The rest in the advocate's 
commission were delayed till the month of November, wben it 
does not appear they were proseoaied, the indemnity and bond 
of peace, being before that in agitation. Some time after this 
Caldwell's estate was given to Dalziel, Kersland's to Drura- 
mond, Learmont's to Mr William Hamilton of Woolshaw, 
Quarrelton's and his brother's to Mr John Hamilton of Hal- 
craig. 

By this time several civil alterations were made, which tend- 
ed to make things run, in a moderate channel. In England, 
Clarendon's party were losing ground ; and of late a difference 
arose betwixt Lauderdale and several great men in Scotland, 
particularly with Duke Hamilton, Rothes, Newburgh, Lin- 
lithgow, Dalziel, the officers of the army, and the most of the 
bishops. Those who adhered to Lauderdale in the counc'l, 
were the Earls of Argyle, Tweeddale, Kincardine, Lord Coch- 
ran, Sir Robert Murray, and others. Lauderdale had such 
interest with the king, as to be able to keep his ground against 
all his enemies, and several alterations were made to his ad- 
vantage. The Earl of Airly, and Lord Cochran were made 
counsellors, Sir Robert Murray justice-clerk. And, 

At last, when peace was made with the Dutch, a letter, 
dated the 1 3th of August, came from the king, peremptorily 
ordering the army to be disbanded, except two troops of horse 
and Linlithgow's foot-guards, which was complied with. And 
by this means Rothes's authority as general,, as well as his com- 
mission, was now at an end. The prelates were greatly dis- 
satisfied therewith ; and particularly the Archbishop of Glas-. 
gow was reported to have said, Now, that the army was dis- 
banded, the gospel would go out of his diocese. 

When the army was disbanded matters were managed with 
some moderation, and the presbyterians had a little breathing. 
But the first question that arose, was, How should the country 
fie kept in peace without the army ? This gave Occasion to both 
parties in the council to endeavour to the utmost to prosecute 
their respective designs. The bishops and their party were for 
violently pressing the declaration upon all suspected persons. 
Tweeddale and the other patty proposed a bond of peace to be 
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taken and subscribed by all to whom it should be tendered, 
^which last carried their point by a majority oa> the 13th of 
September* Of the which bond the tenor follows : 

■* T A. B. do engage, bind and oblige myself, to keep the 

* •*- public peace, under the pain of a year's rent of all and 

* whatsomever lands and heritages pertain to me,' tp be paid in 

* case I contravene ; and alsd I bind and oblige me, that those 
4 who are, or at time hereafter shall be, my men-tenants a*d 

* servants, during the time they phall be men-tenants and ser- 
4 vants to me shall keep the public peace, under the pains xe» 
4 spective after mentioned, to be paid totus quoties, if they, or 

* any of them shall do in the contrair ; that is to say of the pay?- 
4 ment of the fulfValue of a year's duty payable to me for the 
4 time by the tenant or tenants that shall happen to contravene : 

* and for my servants, in case any pf them shall contravene the 
4 full value of a year's fee. Which sums aforesaid I bind and 
4 oblige jne, my heirs, executors, and successors, in the case 

* aforesaid, to pay the commissioners of the treasury, treasurer 
4 or treasurer-depute, who shall happen to be for the time, for 
4 his majesty's use. And consent these presents be registrate in 

* the: books of privy-council.' 

This bond became a matter of wanh debate among conscien- 
tious people, who feared an oath ; for the words were so gene- 
ral, as at first view they seemed to contain nothing inconsistent 
with presbyterial principles, yet they were so ambiguous, that 
the judge who tendered this bond might affirm, that they who 
subscribed it did homologate the present government both in • 
church and state. To obviate this ambiguity an expedient was 
proposed by some, of a declaration of the subscribers sense and 
meaning, with a consent of the itnposers to it, and a protestation 
taken against the supposed unlawful meaning of the words, and 
all done by way of instrurnent in the hands of a public notary, 
before witnesses. But my author could not tell whether this me- 
thod was taken. 

They who pleaded for the bond said, That it contained no- 
thing but what every person is antecedently obliged to by the 
second table of the law, even to keep the public peace. It was 
urged, on the other hand, that when two persons enter into a 
solemn treaty, they are bound not only to all moral duties lying 
upon them before, but even to every article of the treaty, 
though to their own detriment. Accordingly some took it, 
and others refused ; which last were represented by Sir George 
Mackenzie, and the Jacobites in after times, as a wilful obsti- 
nate people, for refusing such a reasonable thing, as to engage 
to keep the public peace. But then it was said in their vindi- 
cation, 4 l. That this boncj of peace , was a confederacy with 
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Clod's enemies, whom we should reckon as our enemies, and 
hate v them, because they hate him, Psal. exxxix. 21. 2. This 
cannot be taken in truth, judgment and righteousness, because 
of the fallacy and ambiguity of the terms ; for there are divers 
kinds of peace, some of duty, and others not. It must then be 
peace rightly qualified ; for we can profess and pursue no peace 
of confederacy with God's enemies, no peace inconsistent with 
the fear of God, no peace obstructing the gospel or testimony, 
•—no. peace prompting to preposterous prudence in palliating 
sin, or daubing defections ' with untempered mortar, no peace 
inconsistent with truth, &c. 3. If we farther inquire into their 
meaning by living peaceably, — it is plain they mean such a 
peaceable living as gives obedience to their wicked laws, and is 
a compliance with their established courses ; such a peaceable 
living as is opposite to their sense of sedition, rebellion, schism, 
&c. such a peaceable living as is contrary to the duties of our 
covenanted profession, as going to meetings, withdrawing from 
the curates, &c. which, according to them is inconsistent with 
the public peace. 4. This is contrary to , our covenants, by 
which we are obliged to a constant contending with, and op- 
position to all the supporters of popery, prelacy, &c/ 

The council had likewise ordered some propositions to be 
sent to the king,: among others, that a proclamation be is- 
sued, bearing a general pardon and indemnity to all in the 
late rebellion, except those who were forfeited, or under pro? 
cess of forfeiture, or who have since done violence to the per- 
sons of ministers, invaded their houses, or robbed them of 
their goods* This last clause was inserted to throw an odium 
upon all engaged in the late rising, although nothing like this 
could be proved against any of them. Whereas it was al- 
leged, that some of the army personating these people had 
been thus employed, and so the innocent were falsely accused. 

In consequence of this an answer came from his majesty, 
with a proclamation of indemnity to all concerned^ in Pent- 
land, except those mentioned, p. ^10, and all others who were 
forfeited, or under process of forfeiture, and such as between 
this and the first of December next to come shall be found 
guilty of having robbed ministers houses, or committed vio* 
fence on their persons : but with this express condition, that 
this pardon shall only extend to those who shall give bond for 
peeping the public peace before the 1st of January following. 

Some made this observation concerning the indemnity, that 
in the beginning it pardoned all, in the middle very few, and 
in the end none at all. The bond they were to give was much 
the same with that mentioned above, except that they were 
likewise expressly to engage, never to rise in arms against ov 
without his majesty's authority, un4er the highest pains. * 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



CHAP. VIII. * CHURCH OF SCCTLAND. 215 

The council on the 9th of October^ordered somealterations 
to be made in the names of the persons excepted in the king's 
proclamation of indemnity. Thus finding there was no such 
-person as ■ Row chaplain to Scotstarbet, they ordered 
t&at name to be scratched out ; and Caldwell and Kersland to 
be designed younger, Mr' Trail to be designed chaplain to 
Scotstarbet, and Paton to be called late preacher ; which are 
.proofs of their rashness and'inconsiderateness. The clause? of 
non-resistance, in the bond to be signed, by all who were to 
have the benefit of this indemnity, rendered it entirely useless . 
to the most concerned, for few of them ever could comply 
with it. 

Jointly with the indemnity, the council published their act 
• of the same date, containing the names of the persons, in the 
different sbires, appointed to take subscriptions from those 
swho claimed the benefit of the indemnity 5 and ordered aH 
the prisoners to be dismissed upon signing the bond. The 
-same day they took off the restraint that was upon persons in 
*the western shires, as to their carrying arms, allowing such as 
should take the oath of allegiance, &c. that privilege. They 
likewise gave orders to all magistrates *nd ministers of justice, 
^ipon intimation made by the bishops, to apprehend all' persons 
who were not only scandalous in their lives, but disobedient , 
to ecclesiastical authority. In consequence of this, many, 
<wfaq could not submit to the ecclesiastical authority, as then 
established, were harrassed and imprisoned, while papists, 
quakers, and the openly vicious, were scandalously overlooked. 

In November, the council issued some orders for the better 
regulating the army, viz. that no officer or soldier shall levy 
money from any of the subjects, but by express order in writ- 
ing from Sir William Bruce, for the cess and fines, or others 
authorized by parliament, &c. that satisfaction be made for 
any abuse, and they who are guilty of any abuse be punished. 
But these, and several such regulations, were little looked 
after by the managers, and as little observed by the soldiers. 

Upon taking the bond of peace, several who were confined, 
1665, were set at liberty. Thus Sir Hugh 1 Campbell of Ces- 
nock, James iDunlop of that ilk, James Holborn of Menstry, 
the Laird of Blackstbn, "William Ralstoun oftvthat ilk, -Robert 
Halket, and Major-general Montgomery, %ere all released 
from their confinement. 

Mean while other gentlemen were still kept confined without 
any, reason given, such as Sir George MaxweH of Nether-pol- 
lock, Cuninghamhead and Rowallan. Sir Jame& Stewart and 
Sir John Chiesly were smt from the castle of?Edihlmr^bt© 
the tolbooth of Dundee. Mr Alexander Smith was brought 
from Zetland, (whither he had been banished,) to Leith, and 
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presented before the council' And Mf Hugh Feeble* was 
permitted to go to the west to settle his affairs. 

In consequence of a letter from the kmgi doted the 26th of 
November, requiring them to examine u*to the conduct of 
Sir James Turner, during his command in the west* thecoma 
cil appointed the Lords Halkertoun, register, advocate, jus- 
tice-clerk, Cochran, Lieutenant general Drummond, and Shr 
Robert Murray, to examine Sir James, and make report. 
Their report produced a commission from the council, De- 
cember the 8th, to the Earl of Ntthadale, Lord Kenmnre, the 
"Laird of Craigdarroch, and others, to make trial of Sir James's 
conduct, &c. Before this committee, many gentlemen, and 
, others appeared, and gave dear evidence b? a great many 
grievous and atrocious things against Sir James, and those 
tinder his command, which not a litde vindicated those who, 
by these oppressions, were driven to take arms, in their own 
defence. ♦ 

While this matter was under examination, the council, in 
the month of December, ordered the clerk to write to the two 
archbishops, to see that a list of aH the papists of the kingdom 
be given in to the council, by every minister's giving in a list 
of those in their respective parishes, that so the laws against 
papists might be put in execution: But the prelates badlittle 
zeal against papists, and therefore these orders were generally 
neglected ; which could not but tend to the increase of popery, 
and to paye the way for a papist to mount the throne. 

On the 12th of December a proclamation was emitted 
against that known book, intitled, Naphtali* or The Wrestlings 
tfthe Church of Scotland, ordering the same to be burnt, and 
all copies of it to be brought in to the next magistrates by the 
1st of February next, and any who had copies after that were 
to be fined in 10,0001. Scots. This book was composed by 
two very great men ; the reasoning part by Mr, afterwards 
Sir James Stuart of Good trees, one of the best lawyers of his 
time, and the historical part by Mr James Stirling, minister 
at Paisley; Bishop Honnyman pretended to answer it, but 
the weakness of his performance was sufficiently exposed by 
Mr Stuart, in that useful book, intitled, Jus populi vindicatupt. 

On the 9th of January, 1668, the council ordered Sir Wil- 
Kam Cuningham of Cuninghamhead to be brought from the 
castle of Stirling to that of Edinburgh^ because of his business 
with the lawyers there ; but, in lees than two months time, he 
and the Laird of Rowallan were remanded back to Stirling* 

Meanwhile, on the 16th of January, the council received 
•a letter from the king, requiring them to transmit an account, 
both of those who had, and those who had not signed the 
bond of peace, and of the persons who had been accessary to 
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the late rising, a#d had, or had not, ^accepted of tW indenv 
*>ity; and likewise requiring them to restrain conventicles, 
which naere caUed Rendexm&ts ef refolldey, and to execute 
tike laws severely against the ringleaders -of such faction and 
schism* - 

But before an answer was returned to this letter* the coun- 
cil on ffce last of January, orderedthe magistrates to execute 
the act and proclamation, dated X7th oi November 1664, 
against outed or -ejected ministers, and to take special care 
that none be permitted to remain within their liberties without 
& licence .from tlie council, the Archbishop of St Andrews, or 
the Bishop of Edinburgh, and requiring them to take special 
notice that nQ conventiples be .kept in the city Qr liberties* 

On the 20th pf February the committee appointed to exa- 
mine into the conduct of Sir James Turner gave in their re- 
port, by which it appeared, that, upon informations from the 
stewartry of Kirkcudbright, given in upon oath, many illegal 
exactions had been made, and disorders committed ; such as 
quartering soldiers for levying fines and impositions $ — exact- 
ing cess, or quartering money for more soldiers than were 
actually present * fining such as lived orderly, as appears by 
ministers' certificates \ — fining fathers for their daughters hav- 
ing their children baptized by outed ministers ; — fining whole 
parishes promiscuously ;— fining one that lay a year bed- 
fast; — taking away cattle. The reader may see the whole 
report at large, and the defence that Sir James made in my 
author's history ; I have only excerpted these few particulars, 
from which he may form a judgment of what case the country 
must have been in when exposed to such oppressions : and, if 
such things appeared only from the stewartry of KirkcucU 
jbright, what addition must have been made to the number of 
)iis disorders^ if the like information had been taken from the , 
shires of Dumfries and Galloway ? 

We may well conclude that his" defences were poor ; for* 
when, the council transmitted the report, together with them, 
to the king, he ordered him to be discharged his service ; ac- 
cordingly, on the 10th of March, he delivered up his com* 
missions* Bishop IJurnet seems • to intimate,- that he could 
have made a better defence than he did, had he been able to 
produce his papers in time. It is certain he affirmed, that 
all the commissions and instructions were taken from him by 
the rebels, when be was made prisoner, and that therefore he 
had nothing to shew in hjs own vindication ; and it was 
thought that his severities were not by far so great as his in- 
structions bore him out in. 

« This inquiry, says Burnet, was chiefly levelled at r Lord 
Itpthes and Burnet Archbishop of Glasgow, to cast the odiunft 
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of the late rebellion on their injustice and ill conduct. And 
it was intended that Turner should accuse them ; but he had 
no vouchers to shew. These were believed to be withdrawn, 
by an artifice of Lord Rothes ; but, before the matter was 
ended, they in whose hands his papers ^were left sent them 
sealed up to his lodgings. However, he was by that time 
broken, and, being a man of spirit, would not then shew hh 
vouchers, nor expose his friends ; so that matter was carrried 
no farther.' Now, when we consider that it was entirely owing 
to these and the like oppressions, tlpat the poor people were 
forced to take arms in their own defence, and that so much 
blood was shed, the reader is to judge, whether the punish- 
ment inflicted was adequate tothe crimes ; whether the break- 
ing of an officer or two, without making a public example for 
deterring others, was a sufficient reparation for the mischiefs 
.that were the consequences of their conduct. 

After the council had sent up the report against Turner, on 
the 57th of February they returned an ; answer to the letter 
they received on the 16th of last month, wherein they signify 
that the bond of peace was generally signed •, that of those 
who were accessary to the late rebellion, 218 had accepted bk 
Majesty's indemnity, and 300 had refused. And, for the 
farther securing the peace of the kingdom, they proposed, 
1 1. That a proclamation be issued, discharging all persons who 
would not sign the bond of peace from wearing any kind of 
arms, and from keeping any horses above the value of 501. 
-Scots. £. That a farther time be granted for persons to come 
in and accept of the indemnity, by signing the bpnd required. 
3. That his majesty may give warrant for a proclamation, 
wherein the names of all such of the rebels as shall cot then 
take the bond may be inserted, and power may be granted to 
the magistrates to apprehend them ; and that all who shall 
receive,^ or harbour them, may be declared rebels. They con- 
cluded, by signifying that they can do no more against con- 
venticles, artd that they would 6ee the laws put in due execu- 
tion ; . and acquainted his Majesty with what they had enacted 
on the last of January. Accordingly the council had permis- 
sion to receive persons upon their signing the bond of peace. 

On the 10th of March, when the king signified his pleasure 
to have Turner dismissed his service, he ordered Sir William 
Bannantyne to be taken to an account for his conduct; ac- 
cordingly Sir William was imprisoned, and a committee ap- 
pointed to examine his accounts ; but, as the council came to 
no final resolution concerning him tiH the month of August, 
I shall therefore lay before the reader some of the principal 
occurrences, in the mean while. 
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Though hitherto there werefew field-meetings, yet presby- 
terian ministers ventured to preach to considerable assemblies 
|n private houses and barns,' at the pressing solicitations of 
the people ; which practice was a great eye- sore to the prelates 
and the other managers, who were at all pains to" suppress 

them: accordingly, May 7th Miller of Waxfbrd was 

fined in 300 merks for being at a conventicle in the shire of 
Ayr, and obliged to give a bond for 10001. Scots, that neither 
he nor any of his family should frequent these meetings for 
the future. The same day the council gave orders for appre- 
hending and imprisoning all ejected ministers, or others who 
should keep conventicles. And on the 9th of May, all the 
officers and soldiers had orders to apprehend the said mini- 
sters, dissipate their conventicles, and seize on the principal 
persons at such meetings ; nay* and to seize upon any person- 
they had a warrant for apprehending from a privy-counselor. 
And the better to execute these orders, the fines were as con- 
veniently disposed of as they could. 

The same day, May 8th, the council issued a prQclamation, 
ordering all magistrates and officers of the, standing forces to 
seize the following persons, who refused to accept of the in- 
demnity, viz. 

In Carsphairn parish. ■ ' 

Nathanael Cannon, James Macmitchel, John, William ami 
Alexander Macmillans, and John Macmillan junior, James 
Mackilney, John Logan, John Crawford, John, Cuningham, 
John Hannay, George^ James and — r~ Macadams, George 
Ferguson, David Cubbison, William' Smith, John Wplie* 
Roger and Robert Malcolms. 

In Dairy parish. > ' * 

. David Cannon, Edward, Robert and Andrew Crightons, 
James Ferguson, John Machutcheon, John, James, WilHam 
and John Welshes, Robert Wallet, Herbert and James Big- 
gars, Thomas Smith, Robert Sinclair, John, Robert and Da* 
vid Curriers, Robert Colvin, John Hunter, John Wallet, 
John Wright, John Whithead, James Macbirnie, John Wil- 
son, Andrew Haining, John Gaw« 

In the shire of Dumfries. 
JomvKirkco, James Callane* James Grier, John Grierson, 
John Law, William Harvey junior, George Wilson, John 
Gilkefson, James Aitoun, Thomas Robertson, Matthew Hat 
miitoun, Thomas Brown, John and George Jacks, Robert 
Rae, Patrick Murray, Robert Davidson. 
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In Lanark parish. 
Jotin Wilson, Thomas *nd James Hashes, James Fisher. 

In Carroke parish. 
William Loch, William and John Gfficersons, WtHfann 
Frame, Archibald, Robert and Gabriel Foraests, Thomas 
Martin, John Scomller, James Armstroag, William Kii^, 
Archibald Hart, Robert Smith, WiHiam prown. 

As for the p&nthtnd prisoners, Tlu*ma6 Lennox, under sen- 
tence of death, was set at liberty upon signing lie tend. 
Andrew Robertson got leaare to transport himself to New- 
Tingland. John Bryce, WiHiaaa Ferguson and William 
Adam, for refusing to sign the bond, were banished to Vir- 
ginia ; nay, the council, a little after this, maiden general order 
-to banish all the prfeoners who should refuse the bond, the 
king having referred every thing relating to the rebellion, as 
it was called, to their pleasure $ and, at the desire of the pre- 
lates, particularly pressed them to rid the kingdom of preach- 
ers at conventicles : but, notwithstanding aH tnese severe laws, 
conventicles increased; 

Mr Michael Bruce, a worthy minister from Ireland, and 
one who was not afraid to preach to great numbers in houses, 
v and sometimes m \he fields, about the 2d or 3d of June was 
apprehended, in his own hired house, by Captain G. Erskine. 
When he found his house in a manner besieged, he attempted 
his escape, but was sorely wounded, and confined to the castle 
,©f Stirling. It was the 18th of June before he could be car- 
ried to Edinburgh, and, when confined there, none were per- 
mitted to speak with him, unless in the presence of a privy, 
counsellor. When he was examined, he was always candid 
i*nd open, without refusing to answer any question proposed 
to him. 

Before he was brought to his trial, the council, on the.25th 
of June, ordered letters to be directed against Lord Torphi- 
phen, and other heritors of West-Calder r and others, to an* 
ewer for harbouring, instead of apprehending, John Gilchrist, 
James Nimmo and Thomas Finlay, who were accessary to the 
rebellion in 1666. This process, being long in dependence, 
brought many innocent people to trouble. 

But to return to Mr Bruce. On the 2d of July he was 
brought before the. council, and, owning that he had preached 
and baptized both in houses and in the fields, was sentenced 
to be banished out of the three kingdoms, and forced to sign 
a, bond never to return upon pain of death. When about to 
leave the kingdom he was ordered to be sent prisoner to Lon- 
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don* where he was confined to the Gate-house j and, after- 
continuing some time there* was sentenced to go to 'Tangier 
in Africa. The reader must determine what to think of this 
matter. Here,, a Scotsman, who had been, tried and con* 
deraned bv the council in Scotland, gets a new sentence pas- 
sed upon him at London. However, it seems, this good man x 
met with some connivance, and retired after all to Ireland* 

Notwithstanding these hardships upon presbyterian mini- 
sters in Scotland, the king this year allowed some breathing 
to the non-conformists in England ; and the Earl of Tweed- 
dale, in the month of June or July, called for some of the 
ejected ministers of Scotland, who were concealing themselves, 
and made proposals to them concerning some favour- and in- 
dulgence he hoped might be procured. Th^ news was Very 
agreeable $ but the attempt of Mr James Mitchel, a preacher, 
interrupted all measures Qf this kind for some time. 

Thip Mr Mitchel took a resolution to dispatch' the Arch- 
bishop of St Andrews. Accordingly, on the lltfy of July, " 
when Sharp and Honnyman Bishop of Orkney were going 
into a coach at the head of the Blackfriars-wynd in Edin- 
burgh, Mitchel discharged a loaded pistol in at the north side 
of the coach. Honnyman received the shot in the wrist,, 
which was desiignpd for Sharp. Sharp was so universally 
hated, that, though this was done in the high street, and iw , 
full ddy-}ight, yet none attempted to seize Mr Mitchel, 
who, with great deliberation, went down the wynd, changed 
his clothes, and escaped* The cry soon arose that a man was 
killed ; upon which some replied* It was only a bishop. 

This accident made a little impression pn Sharp. Bishop 
Burnet says, that he thought it decent to go and congratulate 
him on this occasion, and tells us, that Sharp said, with a 
very serious look, My timei jare w/wlly in thy hand, O thou 
God of my life. Thig, says Burnet, was the single expression 
savouring of piety that ever fell from lum in all the conversa- 
tion that passed between them. 

A proclamation was issued put, oh the 13th of July, offer-, 
ing a reward of 5000 merks to any that should discover the 
actor ; and tli£ same day the magistrates of Edinburgh were 
ordered to search the town and suburbs, for all persons con- 
cerned in the late rebellion, or who could not give an account 
of themselves. The city gates were all shut, except the 
Nether4)ow, where one of the magistrates was placed, to let 
none out whom he did not know, and 100 soldiers were ap- 
pointed to give their assistance; so it was surprising that 
great numbers were not apprehended, the town being full of 
whigs, and of those who had been concerned at Pentland,. 
many of whom narrowly escaped, especially William Max- 
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well of Moncrief, who escaped their scrutiny by getting under 
a meal barrel in the house of one Moffat. 

People could hot but observe the righteousness of Provi- 
dence in disabling Honnyman at this time, who had appeared 
most zealous against prelacy when it was designed to be intro- 
duced, and yet, being seduced by Sharp with the temptation 
of a bishopric, was the first who wrote against presbyterian 
government, which he once so keenly espoused. 

This aflair made a great noise, and the odium of it was cast 
upon the whole body of presbyterians, though not one knew 
any thing of the matter except the actor himself. Whether 
it is to be justified or condemned, the reader may judge, after 
he sees what he offered in his own defence, When wought 
to a trial some years after this. But the measures taken 
with some, who were no- ways accessary to it, seem to be very 
severe and unjustifiable, as will appear from these following * 
instances. 

Soon after this there was a quarrel between one Mrs Gray- 
and her servant, who thereupon quitted her service, atid went 
to Sharp and told him she could inform him of several houses 
where the whigs usually resorted, and concerning th6 person 
who made the late attempt upon himself. Robert Gray, on this » 
information, was brought before a committee of the council, * 
and suspecting what hts servant had done, owned, that upon 
such a day, his cousin Major Learmont, one Welsh, and Mrs 
Duncan a minister's widow, had dined with him ; but denied 
that he knew any thing of the assassination of the bishop. 
Sir John Nisbct the advocate, after some pretended frankness, 
took his ring from his hand, telling him he had use for it ; 
and immediately sent it with a messenger to Mrs Gray, to ac- 
quaint her that her husband had discovered all he knew as to 
the whigs, of which that ring was a token that she might do 
the like. And accordingly the poor woman, being brought 
before the committee, told more than her husband had done, 
particularly of Mrs Kello, where the Rev. Mr John Welsh 
lodged and preached, the foresaid Mrs Duncan and John 
£rawford, messenger, who, having notice given him, made 
his escape, but his wife tend the other two were apprehended. 
Mr Gray upon this broke his heart. and died. Mrs Duncan, • 
when before the council, was threatened with the boots, and * 
had been tortured with them, had not Lord Rothes interpo- 
sed, and told them, that it was not proper for gentlewomen 
to wear boots. Mrs Kello confessed that Mr Welsh bad 
preached in her house : she was fined in 5000 merks, order- 
ed to be banished with the other two, and continued in pri- 
son a long time; and it was with no small difficulty they were 
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at last set at liberty, after Mrs Kello had paid a good part of * 
her fine. 

About this time some soldiers, going from Edinburgh on 
pretence of searching for the assassins of the bishop, appre- 
hended one Mr John Gilon-minister at Cavers, who had gone 
to <2urry, a few miles from the town, for the recovery of his 
health, and made him run the most of the way before them, 
for the space of four miles, to the West Port of Edinburgh, 
where he was forced to stand some hours before the, gate 
could be opened. When he was, the next day, brought be- 
fore the council, and nothing being alleged against him, he ' 
was dismissed to his chamber, but was so excessively fatigued, 
that he died in forty-eight hours. 

On the 23d of July, Mr Alexander Smith was ordered to 
be transported to Orkney, and required to confine himself to , 
the island of North-Ronaldshaw. .Several other ministers 
were imprisoned in Forres, for preaching in their own 
houses, and keeping conventicles in Moray, as Mr Thomas 
Hog minister at Kutairn, Mr Thomas Urquhart minister at , 

— . , and Mr John Mackilligen minister at Alves* 

Another method used at this time against conventicles, was 
to oblige the magistrates of burghs to give bond to pay a cer- 
tain sum if any conventicle was kept within their jurisdiction, 
and ordinarily they were refunded from the persons they 
could apprehend. Accordingly, on the 29th of July, the. 
magistrates of Edinburgh gave a bond to the council to pay 
501. sterling, if any conventicle should be found within their 
privileges ; and this practice was for some time renewed at 
every election ; but, notwithstanding all these efforts to sup-> 
pre^s them, they increased the more. 

About the end of July, Mr John Wilkie, some time mini- 
ster at Twinhara ift the south, an old infirm man, having 
come into Edinburgh for his health, was imprisoned, and 
then examined, first before a compittpe, and afterwards be- 
fore the council, on the 29th* Upon his examination he de- 
clared that he was no-ways accessary to the attempt upon the 
bishop, and that he only exercised in his own family, which he 
did daily. He was asked, whether he invited any to his fa- 
mily exercise. He answered, he invited none, nor debarred 
any. And when they, said, that they supposed he was clear 
to admit all that came to his family-worship, he replied in 
these words, Yes, my lord, you should be welcome, and the 
archbishop of St Andrews should not be debarred. In short, 
the only thing against this good man, was his expounding the 
. scripture, singing and. praying in his own family, and in two 
or three -others. Nevertheless, he was ordered to be Gonfined 
to Cupar of Angus within ten days, after he should be let out 
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of prison ; but, not being able to travel $o far, he remained 
in prison for some time, and at last his confinement '-was al- 
tered* first to Moflat, and then to Musselburgh. 

Meanwhile, the council met on the 4th of Augnst, when 
Sir James Stuart wa» ordered to be made close prisoner in 
Dundee, and Sir John Chiesly in the tolbooth of Perth ; and 
orders were sent to the captain of the castle of Stirling to put 
CuninghamheacJ and Rowallan in distinct rooms; and Sir 
George Maxwell of Nether- Pollock, was ordered in eight days, 
to enter himself prisoner at Kirkcaldy, under the penalty 
df 5001. sterling, but next day his place of confinement was 
fixed to the castle of Stirling. The same day, James Ander- 
son, John Wright, and Robert Grier, were banished to Vir- 
ginia, for being at Pcntland. And at the same time, die 
council fined Sir William Bannantyne of 2001. sterling ; and, 
as he had given security for his removing from the kingdom 
by the 1st of September, they freed him from all other pains 
and punishments. This was justly looked upon as too mild 
ti sentence, considering the horrid extortions, filthiness, rapes 
and cruelties, he had been guilty of 5 for, besides what has 
been above related, he made great fires and laid down men 
to roast before them, when they would not, nor could not 
give the money he desired, nor give those informations he 
wanted. He was barbarous to one gentleman in Galloway, 
supposed to he Gordon of Largmore, who through the" 
, wounds he received at Pentland, and the hardships he endur» 
ed before he got to his house, fell sick, and was at the point 
of death when orders came from Bannantyne to bring him 
dead or alive. He raised himself a little ©n his bed, and told 
those who were sent, that he now defied Sir William, and all 
his persecutors, whom he forgave, since in a little he would 
be in better company. Having said this, he leaned down, and 
in a few minutes expired. 

Bannantyne, upon this sentence went to court, and put 
the best face he could upon his affairs ; however, he was for- 
ced to leave the king's dominions, and accordingly, he re- 
paired to the army then in the Low Countries, and served at 
the siege of Grave, where a cannon ball came and drove his 
heart at some distance from his body, which, my author says, 
was answerable to a wicked imprecation he commonly used. 
So that however mild the sentence was, that was passed upon 
him, yet vengeance would not suffer him to live. 

When" Turner and Bannantyne were thus prosecuted, ho- 
nest people began to hope that now they might lay their 
grievances before the council : but when Johri 1 erguson, one 
of the magistrates of Ayr, gave in his complaints against 
.William Cuningrmm the provost, and had been at great 
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charges in bringing above forty witnesses to prove him guilty 
- of many violences and oppressions, he was told by some of 
the council, that unless he dropt his prosecution, the declara- 
tion wquld be put to him ; and, not being able to comply with 
this, he was forced to hold himself quiet 

Upon a false alarm of another rising, the council, on the ' 
12th of August, gave orders to the Eari of Linlithgow to as- 
n semble the forces and disperse the rebels; and on the 3d of - 
September, Lieutenant Mungo Murray was sent with sixty 
horse, and another party under one Cockburn, to search for 
and apprehend any rebels in arms : however, there was not 
the least ground for any of these fears. It was about this 
time that Robert Cannon of Montdrogat, who was always 
excepted out of the indemnity, was apprehended ; but be- 
ing seduced by the managers, lie afterwards acted a very ill 
part. 

In the month of November several concerned in Pentland 
were Admitted to take the bond *, and Robert Chalmers, (who 
was afterwards pardoned),-William Millar, and William Mur- 
doch, were banished. John Denholm was banished to Tan* 
gier, for receiving some of the others one night in his house; 
William and James Welshes, in Irongray, whose names were, 
wrong inserted in the proclamation, May the 9th, were dis- 
missed upon signing the bond of peace. 

On the; 23d of November, the council being informed 
against Mr Daniel Cargill, for coming to Edinburgh and 
other places, at his pleasure, since he was confined to the 
north side of the Tay, appointed him to appear before them, 
on the 1 1th of Jaauary next. His only erime was coming to 
, Edinburgh, without licence* after six years confinement, Jiut. 
when he appeared, and was heard in his own vindication, he 
was dismissed, and only ordered to remain within the bounds 
of his appaintment. 

The year 1669, which I am now entering upon, was re- 
markable for th§ indulgence granted to several of the ejected 
ministers 5 but as the king's letter upon that subject did not 
come down before the middle of July, it will be proper to men- 
tion the most remarkable occurrences preceding that event, 
in the order wherein they happened. 

We took notice of the council's letter concerning sending 
in lists of the Papists. Accordingly, on the 4th of February 
this year, some lists were brought iu ; but the council record* 
ed that many were wanting, for the zeal of the times ran in 
another channel. 

The hardships of those concerned at Pentland were still 
continued, and all pains were taken to discover such of them 
as- had. retired to Ireland. .Accordingly John Cuningham of 
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Bedlaqe was apprehended there. Hie council being inform- 
ed of this, on the said 4th of. February ordered the magis- 
trates of Ayr to receive him as prisoner. When he was 
brought, over* he was committed to prison, first at Glasgow, 
then at Stirling Castle, and after that in Dumbarton, where he 
continued a long time. 

The west country gentlemen met with some favour j for, 
on the 25th of February, Sir George Maxwell got liberty to 
transact his affairs for some time in Edinburgh, and had his 
liberty continued from: time to time, till the month of June! 
The same day, Sir William Cuningham was allowed to re- 
pair to his house till the middle of March. However they 
were remanded to prison after the time of these favours was 
expired. 

The persecution for conventicles still went 6n ; for the 
council being informed that Mr David Hume, late minister 
at Coldingham, had preached at a conventicle, in the house 
of Mrs Paton, a widow gentlewoman in Edinburgh, on the 
2d of March, fined the magistrates in the sum of 50l. sterling, 
according to their bond. And the same day small parties of 
soldiers were sent to quarter in Glasgow, Newmills, Mauchlin, 
and Kilmarnock, to suppress conventicles there, and a parly 
was ordered to Inverness to keep the Presbyterians in awe 
in that part of the country. 

The better to find out conventicles, an act of council was 
- tnade, on the 4th of March, discharging all persons from 
having their children baptized by any other than their own 
parish minister 5 and signifying that every heritor, who should 
act otherwise, should pay the fourth part of his yearly valued 
rent, each tenant lOOl. Scots, and six weeks imprisonment, 
and each cottar, or sub-tenant, 201. Scots, and the like impri- 
sonment. The reason given for this act was, because baptism 
otherwise administered was a scandal to the Protestant reli- 
gion, and tended to the increase, of Popery, schism and pro- 
ianeness. But where the scandal upon the Protestant religion 
consisted in children's being baptised by persons not.autho- 
rised by a prelatical church, must be left with the reader. 
And it is an indubitable fact, that popery and profaneness 
never increased, so much in Scodand, since the Reformation, 
£s under this period, when prelacy was established. 

This act was ordered to be published throughout the shires 
of Lanark, Renfrew and Ayr, and the stewartry of Kirkcud- 
bright, and the commissioners of the militia were ordered to 
inform themselves of all conventicles and disorderly baptism*, 
since last November, that those who should be found guilty) 
whether ministers or hearers, might be prosecuted 5 and in- 
structions were sent to the sheriffs and their deputes, in the 
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western shirks, "as to the manner in which they were to pro* 
ceed against non-conformists. • 

The same day the council ordered more soldiers to' the 
west, doubting perhaps that the militia would not be zealous 
enough in prosecuting their neighbours. And James Row 
and George Mosman-, merchants in Edinburgh, were fined, 
the first in lOOfr and the second in 200 merksj for being at 
Mrs Paton's conventicle, and John Row, agent, in 1001. for 
the same crime, and threatened, with banishment if ever they 
should be^ found at another ; and in the mean time they were 
imprisoned till they paid their fines. 

About this time collectors of the fines for non-conformity, 
appointed by law, were named, and sent to those places where 
conventicles were most frequent ; and, the better to encou- 
rage these publicans and tax-gatherers, they had 500 merks 
a-piece from the council ; however, their reign was short, con- 
tinuing only to the first of June. 

But the archbishop of Glasgow stirred up the Lord Coch- 
ran to harrass the presbyterians in his diocese ; and accord- 
" ingly his lordship ordered Major Cockburn to summon, be- 
fore a committee of noblemen and gentlemen at Ayr, several 
ministers whom the bishops alleged had acted contrary to law, 
and preached and baptized irregularly ; such as Messrs Wil- 
liam Fullcrton, late at St Qui vox, John Spalding at Dreg- 
horn, Alexander Blair at Galston, Hugh Archibald at 
f>andale, James Alexander at Kilmacolm, Andrew Dal- 
rymple at Auchinleck, John Hutchison at Maybole, James 
Veitch at Maudilin, Hugh Campbell at Riccartoun, John 
: Gemble at Syntingtoun, and John Wallace at Largs. When 
the major came with his men to some of their houses, hecom- 
pelled them to give bond for their appearance, without pro- 
ducing his warrant, and most rudely treated the families of 
others, obliging them to leave their houses in twenty-four hours, n 
to their great detriment and loss. The council was so sensi- 
ble of this* that Mr Veitch and Mr Blair, were allowed 800^ 
merks for their losses. 

All the minister^ appeared before the meeting at Ayr, and 
answered the questions put to them, with that meekness and 
candour, that most of the members were for dismissing them. 
But, the archbishop wanting to get rid of these good men, 
Cochran prevailed to get them eited before the council next 
week at Edinburgh. They obeyed, and appeared before ^ 
committee of the council on the 6th of April, and all frankly 
acknowledged they had preached, and admitted more to hear 
them than their own families, and promised, that, for the 
future, they would behave peaceably aud soberly, as the^ 
had always done, and as became ministers of* the gospel: 

2 
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then they subscribed their answers, upon which they were 
dismissed, and ordered to appear before the council on the 
eighth. 

Being then called in, the lords tpld them, that they de- 
ferred passing sentence at this time, but declared that, if any 
of them should afterwards keep conventicles, they should be 
.punished as the law directs.. Upon this Mr Fullerton, as had 
been concerted among themselves, desired liberty to speak; 
which being granted, he delivered himself thus : 

My Lord Chancellor , 
'^HLT'E have already— confessed — what hath been our car- 

" * * riage, and — that as, in all ouj actings, we havfc 
carried with due respect to authority, as it became the mi- 
nisters of the gospel, so we resolved to continue : and it is 
no small addition to our sufferings, that we should be — foot- 
ed upon by any as justling with authority. Yet, considering 
that it hath been, in all the ages of the church, the case of 
the Lord's faithful servants, from which our Lord himself 
was not exempted, to be slandered as no friends to Caesar, 
we need not think it strange j for our witness is in heaven 
— that, as we desire to give unto 6od the things that are 
God % s 9 so also imto Ceesar the things that are Cesar's. — For 
we judge the fearers of God are the only loyal people in the 
world, only our loyalty is with subordination to bur Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is King of kings, and Lord qftords,-~ and 
under him to the king's majesty and inferior magistrates, 
and in this line of subordination we shall deny nothing to 
the king that shall be demanded. — And, withal, our loyalty 
is not founded upon intrinsic grounds, or self-principles and 
motives, but allenarly upon the basis of conscience* — Hence 
it was, that, when the royal family was in a low condition,* 
we lay in the dust, and poured out our supplications to God 
in behalf of the king's majesty. — 

* Arid now, seeing we have received our ministry from Je- 
sus Christ, and must one day give an account to our Master, 
how- we have performed the same, we dare have no hand in 
the least to unminister ourselves, yea, the word is Eke a fire 
in our bosom, seeking for a vent. And seeing, under the 
force of a command from authority, we have hithferto ceased 
from the public exercise of our ministry, and are wearied 
with forbearing, — it is our humble supplication to your 
lordship, that you would deal with the king's majesty in our 
behalf, that at least the indulgence granted to others of our 
way, within his dominions, may be extended to us also. 
Next, that Mr Nathaniel Fife be inhibited to meddle with 
us,— and that you would do something or other for the 
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« ease and relief of the poor oppressed people m our country, 
* &c* 

The council-house was very full, and all were very atten* 
fcive^ so that at tlfis time these ministers were dismissed. They 
went home and preached in their own houses ; and thus the 
archbishop was disappointed; and Cochran is reported to 
have said in a pet, The ministers shall turn all upside down 
before I meddle with them again. 

But though these ministers were thus dismissed, yet that 
very day, April the 8th, the council issued a proclamation 
against conventicles, declaring that every heritor in the shires 
of Lanark, Renfrew, Ayr, and stewartry of Kirkcudbright, 
upon whose estate any such shall be kept, should be finfcd in 
the sum of 501. sterling. There was no limitation nor re- 
striction. Notwithstanding whereof, ministers did preach, and 
the people received the word with all readiness of mind. — 
Burnet says, this was plainly against law, for the council had 
lib power, by their authority, to set arbitrary fines. 

In the months of May and June, several ministers were 
brought before the council ; however, as they generally were 
not prosecuted, I shall not mention them. But, on the Sd of 
June, the council gave a commission to tfie archbishop and 
provost of Glasgow to make inquiry; who were present at a 
conventicle lately kept in that city $ for Mr James Hamilton, 
late minister at Blantyre,had been informed against for preach- 
ing in his own house. 

Next day Mr Thomas Wylie obtained his liberty, upoty 
giving bond to appear when called j and by this means seve- 
ral of the ministers and others got out of their long confine- 
ment. 

On the 10th of June, Robert Gibsofi, Robert Paton, Ro- 
bert Harper and William Cuthbertsdn, were ordered t© be 
transported for being at Pentland, as were several others, 
whose names I know not. 

Mr Hamilton, just now mentioned, was sent in prisoner to 
Edinburgh, and, without being in the least , damped, owned, 
before a committee of the council, that he had preached in 
his own house $t Glasgow. And, when they spoke to him of 
the bishop's lenity and favour, in permitting him to live so 
long in Glasgow, he replied, That it was easy to sjpeak of 
lenity and favour ; but ne was assured he had not so much 
'liberty and favour as Paul enjoyed under a violent persecut- 
ing heathen at Rome, where he regained two years in his own 
hired house, and preached the gospel, and none was forbid to 
come to hear him ; whereas the honest people of Glasgbw 
and himself, had been frequently threatened if they did not 
forbear. And, when they wanted him to give bond to preach 
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Ho more this way, he said that «he had hiY commission from ' 
Christ to preach the gospel, and he would not lay himself 
under any restrictions, whatever fprce othera might bring him 
under. The chancellor asked him where his commission wa*. 
He answered, Matth. xxviii. 19. Go teach and baptize. The 
chancellor replied, That is the apostles' commission, Do you 
0et up for an apostle ? No, my lord, said he, nor for any ex- 
traordinary person either ; but . that place contains the com* 
mission of ordinary ministers of the gospel, as well as extra- 
ordinary ambassadors a? the apostles were. Mr Hamilton, 
adhering to all this before the council, was, on the 24th of 
June, ordered to Jbe kept in prison till he gave security not to 
pxercise hjs public ministry; and a general rule was made 
that all ministers who should be apprehended, on account of 
jponventicles, should be served the same way, which hindered 
ministers afterwards to appear when summoned > ' and this 
paved tfee way for denouncing and intercommuning of mini- 
sters, or declaring them QUt-lajvs. Mr Hamilton, after bis 
health bafl been gritty impaired, was, by the interest of Ro- 
bert Hamilton of Sijvertoun-hill, set at liberty, uppn giving 
bond for J 00b merks to appear when called. 

But by thi^ tinie the indigence was expected, and the bi-» 
shops* in order to prevent one part of it from taking place, 
viz. the 4PQ nierfo from the non-indulged, got, it seems, the 
council, on the 8th of July, to appoint a committee to exa- 
mine into the vacant stipends, which, by act of parliament, 
were ordered tp be applied for the inp rease of the stock of 
universftiesf. * % ' ' 

Whether the indulgence that was now in agitation, was 
by the first proposers of it, as it is very probable, designed to 
divide the presbyterians among themselves, I shall not deter- 
mine. Burnet says, that the people fell off entirely from all the 
episcopal clergy in the western counties, and a jset of hot fiery 
young teachers went about among them inflaming them still 
more and more - y so that it was necessary to find a remedy 
for this. If the people were inflamed, it was by the irregular 
and cruel behaviour qf the prelates, §tc. and not by any hot 
fiery young teaphers, a$ that historian is pleased £o say. 
« Leigh ton. proposed that q. treaty should be set on foot for 
accommodating differences. But this not being* agreed to, 
the Earl of T^eeddale proposed the granting to some of the 
ejected ministers leave to go and seryfc in those parishes, by 
^n act of the king!s indulgence.' Leighton was against this. 
Burnet says farther, that Mr IV^itchel s attempt upon Sharp 
made him turn his thoughts to more* moderate measures; 
and, being called. to court, he, in general terms, approved of 
tjie methods of gentleness und moderation then in vogue 
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When he own© back to Scotland, he moved in council that 
an indulgence might be granted to some of the public resohi* 
doners with some Testraints, such as, that they should not 
speak or preach against episcopacy, though he could not but 
know that such limitations would not be complied with. 
However, this author tells us, that the letter he (Burnet) sent 
to the Lord Tweeddale, giving a long account of the* state of 
die country, and advising to put some of the more moderate 
presbyterians into die vacant churches, gave the deciding 
stroke to this affair. 

Mr Wodrow says, that the Earl of Tweeddale had at this 
time frequent conferences with sbme presbyterian ministers, 
particularly Mr John Stirling, Mr Robert Douglas, and 
others, and prevailed with them to send up a letter to court 
to be a handle to their friends at London. Tweeddale went 
to court, either with this or soon after, and found his work 
the easier, that the frfesbyterians in England were at present 
connived at in their meetings ; so that his lordship, on the 
15th of July, presented to the council the following letter from 
the king, 

CHARLES R. 

"O'IGHT trusty and right well-beloved cousins arid eoun- 
-"' sellors, we greet you well. Whereas, by the act of 
council and proclamation at Glasgow, in the year 1 662, a 
considerable number of ministers were at once turned out,* 
and so debarred from preaching of the gospel and exercise 
of the ministry, we are graciously pleased to authorise you, 
our privy- council, to appoint so many of the outed ministers, 
as have Kved peaceably and orderly in the places where they 
have resided, to return and preach, and exercise other func- 
tions of the ministry m the parish-churches where they for-* 
merly resided and served (provided they be vacant) and to 
allow patrons to present, to other vacant churches, such 
others of them as you shall approve of; and that such of 
these ministers as shall take collation from the bishop of the 
diocese, and keep presbyteries and synods, may be warrant- 
ed to lift their stipends as other ministers of the kingdom : 
Irat for such as are not, or shall not be collated by the bi- 
shop, that they have no warrant to meddle with the vacant 
stipend, but only to possess the' manse and glebe; and that 
you appoint a collector for these and all other vacant sti- 
pends, who shall issue the same, and pay an yearly main- 
tenance to the said not collated ministers, as you shall see fit 
to appoint. 

'• That aft who are restored, and allowed to exercise the 
f jmnistry, be in our name and by our authority, enjoined to 
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< constitute and keep kirk sessions, and to keep presbyteries 
* and synods, as was done by all ministers before t63& And 
that such of them as shall not obey our command in keep* 
ingpresbyteriesybe confined within the bounds of theparisbes 
where they preach, aye and while they give assurance to keep 
presbyteries for the fbtute. 

* That all who shall be allowed to preach, be strictly en- 
joined not to admit any of their neighbours, or any other 
parishes, unto their communions, nor baptise their children, 
nor marry any of them, without the allowance of the mini- 
ster of the parish to which they belong, unless it be vacant 
for the time. And if it be found, upon complaint made by 
any presbytery to you our privy-council, that the people of 
the neighbouring or other parishes resort to their preaching, 
and desert their own parish-churches, that according to the 
degree of the offence or disorder, you silence the minister, ^ 
who countenances the same for shorter or longer time, and, 
upon a second complaint verified, that you silence again for 
a longer time, or altogether turn atft, as you shall see cause *, 
and, upon complaint made and verified, of any seditious 
discourse or expressions in the pulpit, or elsewhere, uttered 
by any 'of these ministers, you are immediately to turn them 
out, and farther punish them according to law and the de- 
gree of the offence. 

< That such of the outed ministers who have behaved peace* 
ably and orderly, and are not re-entered or presented, as a* ' 
foresaid, have allowed to them four hundred merks Scots 
yearly out of the vacant churches for their maintenance till 
they be provided with churches 5 and that even such who 
shall give assurance to live so, for the future be allowed the 
same yearly maintenance?. 

< And seeing by these orders, we have taken away all pre- 
tences for conventicles, and provided for the wants of such 
as are and will be peaceable, if any shall be found hereafter 
to preach without authority, or keep conventicles, our ex- 
press pleasure is, that you proceed with all severity against 
the preachers and hearers, as seditious persons and con- 
temners of our authority. So leaving the management of 
these orders to your prudence, and recommending them to 
your care, we bid you farewell. Given at our court at White- , 
hall, June 7th, 1669. . < By his Majesty's command. 

LAUDERDALE.' 

Whether the following remarks, which have been made 
upon this letter, are just and well grounded, must be left with 
the reader : 1. That the civil magistrates take upon them to 
depose ministers from, and restore them to the exercise of 
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their ministry, as they . see proper, and to what places they 
judge convenient. 2. This letter says, That Certain minister? 
were turned out and deprived of the exercise of thpir mini- 
stry by an act of council, and now the king gives authority 
to the council to restore them; and consequently all the 
power granted to the council to act hi this affair was derived 
from the king alone, and therefore the indulgence itself was 
the effect of the supremacy. 3. That the ministers to be in-r 
dulged Were laid under unlawful restrictions, particularly to 
use no seditious discourses or expressions in the pulpit, or 
elsewhere, which all preaching or speaking against prelacy 
and the ecclesiastic supremacy was then accounted : that un- 
less they keep presbyteries and synods, viz. those held by the 
bishops, they must be confined to the parishes where they 
preach: that they were not to admit any, except those of - 
their own parishes, to partake of the ordinances, unless those 
who belonged to vacant parishes, under high penalties, &c. 
4-. That the design of this favour to be, granted to some mi- 
nisters 'was to prevent others from preaching to any but their 
own families \ for, says his majesty, by these orders we have 
taken away all pretences for conventicles. 5. That the 400 
inerks, mentioned in the last paragraph save one, was seldom 
made good. Now, how far they were to blame who com- 
plied with the indulgence, is not for me to determine ; the 
reader will afterwards hear what some said in their own de- 
fence for refusing to accept it. See the History of Indulgence* 
p. 5, 6, &c. 

When the above letter was read in council, it 19 et with a, 
good deal of opposition ; so that the favour mentioned was de- 
layed for some time, and 2, committee was appointed to consider 
the contents of it, to pitch upon the ministers to be indulged, 
and to make draughts of the acts qf council relating to this mas- 
ter. And the bishops and others of the clergy met in the mean 
time to hinder its taking place as much as possible, They 
could not prevent it altogether ; but Sharp, Vho was a complete 
master of dissimulation, to comfort his brethren, promised to 
make it a bone of, contention : and^ as I have hinted, this seems 
to have been the design of it. 

About this time a proposal was set on foot for uniting the 
two kingdoms. 4 The king, says Burnet, liked it very well, 
because he reckoned, that at least in his time he should be sure 
of all the members that should be sent from Scotland. The 
Duke of Buckingham went in easily to a new thing, and Lord- 
keeper Bridgman was much for it. Lord Lauderdale pressed 
. it vehemently ; but then this affair made it necessary to hold a 
parliament in Scotland, where he intended to be the king's 
commissioner. ' 

t Digitized by LjOOQIC 



£34 *HE HHT0*Y OF ME CHAP. VIH. 

- iVccordingly, on the 15th of July a proclamation ^as issued 
for calling a new parliament ; and care was taken to manage the 
elections so as the king and bishops might be well served, and 
any arbitrary and illegal steps taken by the council approved of: 
But to return, 

The committee above-mentioned having prepared things, 
and the ministers with whom they were to begin having notice 
given them, on the 27*11 of July, the lords of his majesty's privy- 
council, in pursuance of Jpis majesty's letter, dated June the 7t}i, 
did appoint the foflowing ministers to preach and exercise their 
other fonctions at the following vacant kirks, viz. Messrs Ralph 
Roger late at Glasgow, at Kilwinning ; George Hutchison late 
at Edinburgh, at Irvine ; William Violent, late at Ferrie, at 
Cambu3nethan ; Robert Millar late at Ochiltree, at the same 
church ; John Park late at Stranrawer, at the same church ; 
William Maitland late at Whitehorn, at Beith ; John Oliphant 
late at Stonehouse, at the same kirk ; John Bell late at Ard- 
rossan at the same kirk ; John Cant late at Kells, at the same 
kirk, and John Macmiehan late at Dairy, at the same kirk. 
The same day the council made an act concerning ministers in- 
dulged, or to be indulged almost in the terms of the king's let- 
ter ; but without taking notice of the 400 merks. 

On the 29th of July Colonel Robert Barclay, who had been 
apprehended on suspicion, was permitted to reside at his own 
house at Ury till January, and some months after was wholly 
freed from -his restraint. And on the same day William Wal- 
lace of Cairnhill got up a bond tl^at was extorted from him by 
Sir William Bannantyne. 

On the 3d of August Mr Robert Duncan late minister at 
l)umbernie, who had been several years under restraint, was set 
at liberty, and the following ministers were indulged, viz. 
Messrs John Scot late at Oxnam, there j William Hamilton 
late at Glasford, at Evandale ; Robert Mitchel late at Luss, 
there; John Gemble late at Symingtoun, there ; Patrick Camp- 
bell late at Inverary, there ; Robert Duncanson late at Loch- 
anside, at Kildochrenan 5 and Andrew Cameron late at Kiliinnan, 
at Lochead in Kintyre. 

This (Jay all the ministers who were indulged appeared be- 
fore the council to receive their acts of indulgence, or licences, 
of which there were two forms, the one relating to those who 
were to serve at their own churches now vacant, the otfyer re- 
lating to those who were appointed elsewhere. 

The tenor of Mr Roger's act is as follows, 
* The lords of his majesty's privy-council, in pursuance of 
his majesty's commands, signified the 7th of June last, do ap- 
point Mr Ralph Roger, late minister at Glasgow^ to preach an$ 
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exercise the other functions of the ministry at the kirk of Kil? 
winning. 

The tenor of Mr Millar's was^ 
4 Forasmeikle as the kirk of Ochiltree is vacant, the lords of 
his majesty's privy T council, in pursuance of his majesty's com T 
mands, signified by his letter tfye 7th of June last, and in regard 
of the consent of the patron, do appoint Mr Robert Millar, late 
ministe* there, to teach, and exercise the other functions of the 
ministry at the said Kirk of Ochiltree.' 

> When the clerk had read both these, and then the act of council 
above-mentioned, a copy was delivered to 'each of the ministers. 
After which Mr George Hutchison, as had been concerted, ask- 
ed leave to speak ; which having obtained, he said : 

My Lords, s _ 

* i AM desired, in the name of iny brethren here present, to 
■*■ acknowledge in all humility and thankfulness his majesty's 
royal favQur. in granting us liberty and the public exercise of 
our ministry, after sq long a restraint from the same ; and to 
return hearty thank§ to your lgrd^hips for the care and pain$ 
taken therein ; and that your lordships have been pleased tQ 
inake us, the unworthiest of many of pur brethren, so early par-? 
takers of the same. 

4 We having received our ministry from Jesus Christ, with 
full prescriptions from him for regulating us therein, must in 
the <|ischarge thereof be countable tQ him, and as there can be 
nothing more desirable of refreshing to us upon earth, than to 
» have free liberty pf the exercise of our ministry, under protec- 
tion of lawful authority, the excellent ordinance of God, and tQ 
us most dear and precious, sq we purpose and resolve to behave 
I ourselves, in the discharge of the ministry, with that wisdom 
and prudence which become*} faithful ministers of Jesus Christ, 
and to demean qurselves towards lawful authority, notwithstand- 
ing our known, judgment in church-affairs, as well becomes loy- 
al subjects, and tfiat frQm a principle of conscience. 

4 And now, my lords, qut prayer to God is, that the Lord 
may bless his majesty in his person and government, and your 
lordships in yourpuljlic adniinistrations, and especially in pursu-r 
ance of his majesty's mind testified in his letter, wherein his 
singular moderation eminently appears, that others of pur breth- 
ren may in due time be made sharers of the liberty that t 
through his majesty's favour, we now enjoy.' 

This speech was much censured, as not being a sufficient 

testimony against the plain erastianism in the indulgence. It 

is indeed certain that these ministers owned the king's letter 

' as the only rise and fountain of the favour they were then par-! 

fakers of ; and therefore, how far their complying was incon* 
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sistent with their principles as. prcsbyterians, or how far they 
could be justified in receiving this favour for themselves, whi^e 
their brethren were still exposed to severe hardships r must be 
left with the reader. 

For this very day a severe proclamation was issued against 
conventicles, commanding all heritors to inform against any 
who, within their bounds, should take upon them to preach or 
carry on worship in such assemblies, to the stewards, lords, 
bailies of regalities, &c. who were commanded, under the 
highest penalties, to search for, apprehend and imprison such 
preachers in order to their being prosecuted. And indeed one 
design of the indulgence was to bear down and suppress all such 
private assemblies, as is expressly declared in the king's letter. 

I cannot here omit the peculiar case of Mr John Park, one 
of the first ten indulged. The bishop of Galloway, in order 
to prevent his return to Stranrawer, admitted one Nasmith 
to that church about three days after Mr Park was indulged 
by the council. The town and parish opposed this admission, 
and unanimously adhereS to their old minister. Upon which 
the bishop ordered all parties to be summoned to Edinburgh, 
that the council might determine in this competition. When 
Mr Park was before the council, Mr Nasmith accused him with 
ordering the church doors to be locked after his admission, and 
exciting several gentlemen to leave the church, Sec. But 
though all appeared to be false, and though his act of induln 
genee was prior to the curate's admission, yet the latter was 
sustained. 

On the 1st of September, Mr Daniel Cargill, inconsequence 
of his petition, had his confinement taken off, providing he 
obliged himself not to reside, on any account whatsoever, with- 
in the town of Glasgow, nor in the town and suburbs of Edin- 
burgh, without warrant from the lords of session and exchequer. 

Next day the following seven ministers were indulged, viz. 
Messrs Robert Douglas late at Edinburgh, at Pencaitland, 
(though only during the present vacancy) till a process should 
be decided ; Matthew Ramsay late at Kilpatrick, at Paisley ; 
Alexander Hamilton late at Dalmeny, there ; Andrew Dal- 
rymple late at Auchinleck, at Ejalgen ; James Fletcher late at 
Newthorn, there ; Andrew Maclean late at Craignish, at Kil- 
chattan; and Donald Morison late at Kilmaglass, at Ardna- 
murchan., 

The same day the council ordered the king's advocate to 
commence^ before the parliament, a process of forfeiture against 
those guilty of rebellion 1666, who were excepted out of the 
king's indemnity, and have as yet neither been forfeited nor 
pardoned. . ' 
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This month the episcopal synod of Glasgow sat down, and 
their proceedings issued in the deprivation of the archbishop* 
who with his clergy were out of measure enraged at the indul- 
gence. To use the words of a noted historian, 4 When it came 
to be descanted upon, it appeared to be plainly against law ; 
for, hy the act restoring episcopacy, none were capable of be- 
nefices but such as should own the authority of the bishops, 
and be instituted by them. So now the episcopal party, that 
were wont to put all authority in the king, as long as he was 
for them, began to talk of law* They said, The king's power 
was bounded by law, and that these proceedings were the 
trampling of law under foot. It was moved in the synod, 
* that an ad4ress might be drawn up, representing to, the king 
the miseries they were under, occasioned by the indulgence j 
they tomplained of it as illegal, and like to be fatal to the 
church.' It also bore hard upon the king's supremacy, which 
these very gentlemen had sworn to support and maintain. The 
true genius of passive obedience men^! Such a paper as this 
could not but make a considerable noise. 

Accordingly, on the last day of September, the council being 
informed that such a petition, remonstrance or grievances, had 
been debated in the late synod at Glasgow, required the arch- 
bishop forthwith to call for the said papers, in order to their 
being presented to the council on the 14th of next October, and 
that Mr James Ramsay dean of Glasgow, and Mr Ross* parsoii 
there, who drew Up these papers, appear before the council the 
same day, and that the clerk do bring along with him the re- 
cords of the synod. 

On this same 30 th of September, William Southram, who 
had been a prisoner in the Canongate jail for being at a con- • 
venticle, was set at liberty, upon finding bail to appear when 
called, under the penalty of 500 merks. And the same day 
the council granted their indulgence to Messrs John Stirling late 
at Edinburgh, at Hownam ; Robert Mowat late at Temple, ^at 
Heriot ; James Hamilton late at Eaglesham, there ; Robert 
Hunter late at Co-Jstorphin, at Dunning ; and John Forrest late 
at Tulliallan, at Tillicultry. 

On the 14th of October, Lauderdale, who was appointed 
commissioner to the ensuing parliament, produced before the 
council a paper sent by the archbishop of Glasgow ; and, after * 
reading, it was remitted to the consideration of a committee, 
who made their report on the 16th, when the council declared 
it to be a paper of a dangerous nature and consequence, tending 
to the depraving of his majesty's laws, and misconstructing of 
the proceedings of his majesty and his council ; and, in the 
manner of the conveying thereof, "to be most illegal and un- 
warrantable ; and therefore ordered it to b? suppressed, and 
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that the principal paper, with the depositions of the dean and 
parson of Glasgow, be delivered to the commissioner, and ail 
extract of this act of council transmitted to the king. 

The parliament sat down on the 19th of October^ before his 
majesty's pleasure could be known in this affair ; and the ses- 
sion was opened with reading the king's letter, which chiefly 
related to the designed union, which' the commissioner most 
earnestly recommended ; and to engage. the bishops and their 
party, who were chagrined at the indulgence, he insisted upon 
the king's fixed resolution inviolably to maintain episcopacy, 
and suppress conventicles. All the members signed the decla- 
ration, obliging themselves to maintain prelacy. 

The day after the parliament met, the council, being inform- 
ed of an horrid insolence committed upon Mr John Rjow mini- 
ster at Balmaclellan in Galloway, ordered all accessary t<5 it to 
appear before them ; the parishioners were likewise command- 
ed to come, and hear and see themselves fined, and otherwise 
censured according to ^he acts of council in March and June 
1667. Mr Row complained, that three persons in women's 
cloatlis came in the night-time, took him out of Iris bed, beat 
him aik! broke open his trunks, and took away what they had 
a mind. And Mr Thomas Warner, his father-in-law, James 
Grisr of Milmark, Gordon of Holm, Gordon of Gordonstoun, 
John Carsan and James Chalmers, heritors of the parish, were 
charged as being either actors or accessary to this violence. 
Though, considering their distance from Edinburgh, they could 
not come at the first sederunt of council, yet they were all 
found guilty for not appearing ; and the heritors and life-renters 
Of the parish Were ordered to pay to Mr Row 1200/. Scots: 
and though they, and the other heritors, came as soon as pos- 
inble^ and offered to stand trial, they were not admitted; but 
wefe ordered to pay their part of the fine imposed. Of the like 
nature was the complaint of Mr Lyon, curate at Orr, who was 
insulted in the night-time : for which the parish was ordered to 
j>ay him 600/. and letters were directed against one John Smith 
alleged to be concerned in the attempt. Though these attempts 
are not to be justified, yet why the innocent should -be punished 
-for the guilty, and why those who offered themselves to trial 
sjiould not be heard, must be left to'the determination of the 
• reader. But to return ta the parliament. 

Though one chief design of this parliament was to pave the 
way for an union between the two kingdoms, yet all that was 
done relating t6 that, was, that an act passed for a treaty about 
it ; whereas the two first acts were of more importance, and 
had a deeper design. - - 

The first explained and asserted the king's supremacy, but 
carried it in such general words, that if might have been stretch- 
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ed to evefry thing* as- the reader will 9ee from the act itself, 
which I here insert. . 



Act anint the supremacy November 16, 1660. 

< fTlHE estates of parliament, having seriously' considered 
-"- how necessary it is, for the good and peace of the church 
and state, that his majesty's power and authority, in relation 
to matters and persons ecclesiastical, be more clearly asserted 
by an act of parliament, have therefore thought fit it be enact- 
ed, asserted ^and declared; likeas his majesty, with advice and 
consent of his estates of parliament, doth hereby enact, assert? 
and declare, that his majesty hath the supreme authority and 
supremacy over all persons and in all causes ecclesiastical with- 
in this kingdom ; and that, by virttie thereof, the ordering and 
disposal of the external government and policy of the church 
doth properly belong to his majesty and his successors, as an in- x 
herent right to the crown ; and that his majesty and his succss- 
sors may settle, enact and emit such constitutions, acts and or- 
ders, concerning the administration of the external government 
of the church, and the persons employed in the same, and con- 
cerning all ecclesiastical meetings and matters to be proposed ~ 
and determined therein, as they, in their royal wisdom shall 
think fit ; which acts, orders and constitutions, being recorded 
in the books of council, and duly published, are to be observed 
and obeyed by all his majesty's subjects ; any law, act>r cus- 
tom to the contrary notwithstanding. Likeas his majesty, with 
advice and consent foresaid, doth rescind and annul all laws, acts 
and clauses thereof^ and all customs and constitutions, civil or 
ecclesiastic, which are contrary to, or inconsistent with his nla- 
jesty's supremacy, as it is hereby asserted, and declares the same 
. void and null in all time coming. 

The reader cannot but see, that, by this act, the king may 
do what he pleases with respect to church-affairs. If he should 
,think fit to pull down episcopacy, and set u,p presbytery, the 
bishops could not complain, since they had voted him such an 
absolute (Supremacy ; nay, did he, or his successors, introduce 
popery, they might justly plead this act of parliament. Bishop * 
Burnet says, Lord Lauderdale very probably knew the secret 
of the Puke [of York's] religion, and had got into his favour ; 
soitisfvery likely he intended to establish, himself in it, by 
putting the Church .of Scotland wholly in his power., But, 
says he, that was yet a secret to us ^11 in Scotland. * The me- 
thod he took to get it passed was this. He told all those who' 
Wed presbytery, or that did not much favour the bishops, 
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that it was necessary to keep them [the bishops] under, by. 
making them depend absolutely on the king.— He made the no- 
bility see they needed fear no more the insolence of the bishops, 
if they were at mercy, as this would make them. Sharp did 
not like it, but durst not oppose it. Leighton was against any 
such act : — yet he gave his vote for it. He farther says, At 
that time there was no apprehensions of the danger of popery* 
Many of the best of the episcopal clergy, Nairn and Charteris 
in particular, were highly offended at the act. They thought 
it plainly made the king our pope.' So far the doctor. It is 
easy then for the reader to imagine what the sentiments of all 
true presbyterians ;must be. I shall make no farther remarks 
on this act, then to observe, that the Earl of Tweeddale pr^test- 
. ed to Dr Burnet, as he tells us himself, that his chief end in it 
was to justify the indulgence, which was certainly granted con- 
trary to several laws then in*force ; and consequently, as this in- 
dulgence flowed from the supremacy, so nothing ^but the act of 
supremacy, renewed and extended, could screen the members of 
council in granting it to ministers who had the laws against 
them ; and this was one reason why their acceptance was con- 
demned. 

The next act that passed related to the militia, wherein the 
power of arming the subjects, and raising them in arms, is like- 
' wise placed among the inherent . rights of the crown* Burnet 
says, 4 It was enacted, that the militia should still be kept up, 
and be ready to march into any of the king's dominions, for 
any cause in which his majesty's authority, power or greatness 
should be concerned ; and that the orders should be transmitted 
to them from the council-board, without any mention of orders 
from the king. Upon this great reflections were made ; for, 
when the jealousies broke out in England of the ill designs that 
lay hid under this matter it was thought, that, if the king 
should call in the Scottish army, it would not be necessary that 
he himself should send any orders for it ; but, that upon a se- 
cret intimation, the council might do it without order, and then, 
if the design should miscarry, it should hot lie on the king, but 
only on the council, whom, in that case the king might disown, 
and so those about the king would be blameless. 

The 5th act was for the security of the persons of the clergy, 
ratifying the proclamations of the council the 25th of March 
and 6th of June 1667. 

By the eleventh act, concerning the forfeiture of persons in 
the late rebellion, what the council and justiciary had formerly 
done, was ratified and approved of, so that now there is a par- 
liamentary forfeiture of these persons in absence. The par- 
liament rose the 23d of December. 

Mean while, on the 9th of December the following five mi- 
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nisters were Indulged, viz. Messrs James Veitch late at Mauch- 
lin, there ; Alexander Blair late at Galstoun, there ; John Prim- 
rose late at Qiieensferry, there ; David Brown late at Craigie, 
there ; and John Crawford late at — — — , at Lamington. But 
the same day the council being informed that — ■ — Hamilton of 
Rinkell, John Balcanqual brother to the laird of that ilk, and 
John Geddie steward to the town-clerk of Fife, had been pre- 
sent at a conventicle in that shire, they were summoned to ap- 
pear on the lpth instant, under the pain of rebellion ; but no 
more is mentioned concerning them. 

However, on that day the council, considering that Mr Mat- 
thew Ramsay, who was appointed to be minister at Paisley, 
was not able,, by reason 1 of his bodily infirmities to officiate, did, 
with the consent of the patron and of Mr Ramsay, appoint Mr 
John Baird, late minister at Innerwick, to the church*of Paisley ; 
so that this year there were thirty-five indulged by the council 
in consequence of ;the king's letter. 

Some time in this month, Sir "William Cuningham of Cun- 
inghamhead, Sir William Muir of Rowallan, Sir George Max- 
well of Nether-pollock, Sir James Stewart and Sir John Chies- 
ly, were all set at liberty. 

Much about this time a letter came from the king laying a- 
side the archbishop of Glasgow from acting any more in that 
station. The historian of his own time says, 4 That by the act 
of supremacy, the king was now master, and could turn out 
bishops at pleasure. , This had its first effect on Burnet, who 
was offered a pension if he would submit and resign, and was 
threatened to be treated more severely if he stood cut. How T 
ever, he complied, and retired to a private state of life, and bore 
his disgrace better than he had dons his honours. This 
change was very agreeable to the presbyterians who suffered 
exceedingly at the instigation of this man. . I now proceed to 

CHAP. IX. 

Of the indulged, the proceedings against conventicles r, the actings of 
the western committee, Leighton*s accommodation, the laws and 
acts of parliament ; with an account of, the second indulgence, 
and other things, till the end of the year 1073. 

fTHHE indulgence granted last year afforded, doubtless, some 
-"- relief to those who could accept of it, while others were 
still exposed to the hardships of the times though not Jo that ri- 
gour as when Burnet was archbishop of Glasgow. 

On the 1st of January 1670, Mr William Tullidaff, late mi- 
ls ter of Dunboig, was indulged to officiate at Kilbirnie ; the 
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same day the council ordered the stipends to be paid to the in- 
dulged ministers. 

* On the 6th of January the commissioner signified to the coun- 
cil that the archbishop of Glasgow had resigned his office and 
dignity, and desired his name might be taken out of the roll* 
of council, as being no more a member of it. At the same 
time the dean and parson of Glasgow were reprimanded by the 
council, but afterwards were pardoned and restored to their 
charges. The archbishop was after some years, restored, as we 
shall relate in its proper place. 

The same day the council being informed that Mr Robert 
Boyd, curate of Carmonnock, had been robbed by persons un- 
known, ordered letters to be directed against the heritors of the 
parish. Accordingly, the parish being fined in the ^um of 50l. 
sterling, Sir Archibald Stewart of Castlemilk paid the fine, 
which was given to Mr Boyd. This, with such like attempts, 
gave rise to the western Committee, of which we shall hear in its 
place. 

Meanwhile the indulged ministers soon found themselves in 
more straitening circumstances than at first they apprehended. 
Thus when they received their licences, they agreed among 
themselves to keep up the practice ^of lecturing, or expounding 
a portion of Scripture before the forenoon's sermon, which had 
been out of use since the establishment of episcopacy. But 
the bishops complaining of this, as an innovation, the council, 
on the 13th of January, passed an act forbidding this useful and 
edifying exercise, and signifying, thai whoever used it should 
be discharged the exercise of their minstry within the kingdom. 
Though, according to the indulgence, ministers were to preach 
and perform the other functions of the ministry, yet they were 
forbidden to expound the scriptures ; how consistent this was 
with tneir licence the reader must judge. 

It is not to be denied but the indulgence was granted as the 
most effectual method to suppress conventicles, and therefore 
the same day the military received new instructions, upon in- 
formation of a numerous conventicle kept since last. November, 
to apprehend the minister and the most considerable heritors 
and tenants, and upon their refusing to give security for their 
appearance before the council by a certain day, to send them in 
prisoners with a party, together with a list of persons to witness 
against them. This not only made the soldiers severe, but like- 
wise obliged both ministers and people to repair to the fields, 
where they could, with the greater ease, disperse themselves, 
and excited some to take arms with them to defend themselves 
and their ministers ? 

The same day a very good proclamation was issued by the 
council against papists, but little or no pains was taken to put 
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it in execution, the great thing being to Bear down the pro- 
testant non-conformists. 

Accordingly, the very, next day, being January the 14th, 
Mr Andrew Mortoun, minister at Carrnonnock, was by the 
council's order, committed prisoner to Edinburgh, for preaching 
in the said parish, and was afterwards sent to 'Stirling, where he 
continued under confinement till November, when, by reason of 
his bodily indisposition, he was set at liberty ; only he must 
remain at his own house at Glasgow during pleasure. He 
preached there almost every day to such of the citizens as came 
to hear him, ^tcept on Wednesdays, which he reserved for those 
of his own congregation, who, being but four miles distant, 
came in great numbers. Much about the same time Mr Hugh 
' Archibald, minister at Strathaven, and Mr John Rea minister at 
Symingtoun, were apprehended and sent prisoners to • Edin- 
burgh, and afterwards to Stirling, for preaching and baptizing 
in houses. 

Mr Alexander Wedderburn late minister at was, 

upon the 27th of January, indulged to officiate at Kilmarnock, 
and, 

On the 3d of February, Kersland was sent from Edinburgh to 
Dnmbar ton-castle. When this gentleman was forfeited, fye 
thought proper to retire for safsty to, Utrecht, where he con- 
tinued with his family some time, till his friends thought neces- 
sary he should come home, though as private as possible. His 
lady came over about the latter end of last year, and he follow- 
ed her in a little time ; but when he came to Edinburgh he 
found her in a fever. She lodged with a gentlewoman who 
was a well-wisher to the suffering cause, and he lodged in a 
more retired place, and generally came to see her in the even- 
ings ; which * being observed by Cannon of Montdrogat, the 
Chancellor got information, and an order was procured from 
Lauderdale, then in town, to apprehend Mr Welsh for a con- 
venticle he kept in lady Kersland's chamber, though the chief 
design was upon Kersland himself. Accordingly a party was 
sent, and finding no conventicle there, the officer begged the 
lady 's -pardon, and retired.' But Montdrogat having informed 
one of the party, that Kersland usually concealed himself be- 
hind the bed, he went and apprehended him. His lady behaved 
with a becoming calmness, comforted him, and intreated hirn to 
do nothing to wound his conscience, for her sake or his chil- 
dren's, repeating that scripture, No man having put his hand to 
the plough i and looking back, is Jit for the kingdom of God. He 
was imprisoned at Edinburgh, and this day was sent to Dum- 
barton, where he remained near a year and a half. 

The same day a very severe proclamation was" agreed upon 
in council against conventicles ; by virtue of which, not only 
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the magistrates, but also the officers of the militia;, were im- 
powered to search out such meetings, and apprehend the preach- 
ers and principal persons who attended upon them. These 
violent measures obliged ministers and people to take to the 
fields, and defend themselves the best way they could, i 

On the 10th of February, the council being informed of 
two numerous conventicles about Kirkintilloch near Glasgow, 
ordered Mr Hamilton and Mr Mitchel the preachers to be ap- 
prehended and sent to Edinburgh. Sometime after one Robert 
Burns of Glasgow was fined in 100 merks for being presents 
The beginning of next month the magistrates of Edinburgh re- 
newed their bond concerning conventicles. And, 

On the 3d of March the following ministers were indulged, 
viz. Messrs John Lauder late at Dalziel, there' ; George Ram- 
say late at , at Kilmawers ; John Spalding late at —, at 

Dreghorn ; Thomas Black late at , at Newtyle ; Andrew 

M 4 Lean late at ■ , at Killaro and Kilquhanan ; Andrew 
Duncanson late at — , at Kilchattan in Lorn. These were 
the last who reaped the benefit of the first indulgence, who were 
in all forty- two ; but, as we have already observed, they soon 
found themselves abridged in the liberty they expected, parti- 
* calarly by the act of council against lecturing. 

Mr -Gilbert Burnet, afterwards bishop of Salisbury, having 
been chosen professor of divinity in the University of Glasgow, 
tells us, that the clergy came and laid their grievances and com- 
plaints before him, and that the gentlemen of the country made 
such complaints of the vices, irregularities, and indiscretions of 
the clergy, that though he could not believe all, yet it was im- 
possible not to believe a great deal. He says farther, that they 
were very ill used ; and it is not unlikely this might be the 
case of some, for the people were generally set against therrw 
And therefore he proposed that a committee of the council 
might be sent round the country to examine matters, and give 
such orders as were at present necessary for the public quiet, 
and prepare a report against the next session of parliament, that 
proper remedies might be found out. 

Accordingly, on the 7th of April, the Duke of Hamilton, 
the Earls of Linlithgow, Dumfries, Kincairdin, Dundonald, the 
lord clerk-register, and lieutenant-general Drummond, or any 
four of them, received a commission from the council to execute t 
the laws against the keepers of conventicles, to examine into 
the abusive attempts committed against the orthodox ministers, 
to call before them such persons as they shall be informed have- 
transgressed the acts of parliament, &c. And, among other 
particular instructions, they were to inquire into the affair of the 
minister of Maybole, the abuse done to Mr Irvine, minister at 
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KUmacolm, &c. anci \o examine how the indulged ministers 
have observed the act of council against lecturing, Sec. 

At the same time orders were sent to the officers of the 
army to obey the commands of the said commissioners, or of 
any ope of them. And the same day the council passed an 
act in favour of such of the episcopal incumbents as had been 
thrust from their charges, appointing them to be maintained 
in their benefices and stipends according to their rights there- 
unto. 

When this committee was at Ayr, Mr Jaffray the curate 
at Maybole, renewed his complaints, that some of Ins pa- 
rishioners had attempted to. murder him, by discharging a 
pistol at his breast. He said the ball came upon a book 
which he had in his breast under his coat, wjiich was tihe Only 
thing that saved his life. But the story appeared to be for- 
ged ; for though the book was pierced* yet it was found that 
the coat which was over the book, was whole and entire ; 
so that, the curate failing in his proofs, the inatter ended in 
laughter. v 

Mr Irvine at Kilmacolm, was very ill liked among his pa- 
rishioners. While he was preaching one Lord's day, some 
boys threw a piece of rotten stick at the pulpit j upon the 
noise it made, Mr Irvine left the pulpit, and went to his own 
house, being followed by some of the boys with huzzas and 
cries. Upon this, a report was spread, that a minister had 
been stoned out of hi$ pulpit, and forced to flee for his life to 
the manse ; but when the committee examined this affair, they 
found it only a frolic of soma idle boys. However the matter 
being transmitted to the council, they found James Watson, 
James Ranken, John Hattrick, and \Villiam Sinclair, guilty 
of the riot, and ordered them to be transported to the plan- 
tations ; but the last two, because of their youth, were par- 
cloned, upon their making a public , acknowledgment before 
the congregation. Whether *tbe sentence was executed 
against the first two is not known. The parish was first fined 
in 501. sterling, and then increased to 1 001. to be paid to the 
curate. And the lairds of Duchal and Carncurran, then at 
Edinburgh, were discharged to leave the town till they paid 
the said sum. Upon examination the members of this com-' 
mittee plainly saw, that all, or most of the alleged disorders 
committed by the common people, were owing to the ill con- 
duct of the incumbents. 

As this committee examined into these abuses, so, accord- 
ing to their instructions, they took account of the indulged 
ministers with respect to their observing the act of council 
against lecturing. These ministers being apprehensive that 
they would be examined as to this, met together and agreed 
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to keep up the practice, although they used different methods. 
Some it seems forbore it, but others altered their former me- 
thod, and, instead of one chapter, or part of a large one, read 
two or more chapters, which came nearest to the prescrip- 
tions in the directory. Others read a whole chapter, and 
pitched upon some verse .of it for their text* and in opening 
the text explained the context. But these different practices 
neither satisfied the committee, nor were agreeable to many 
of their hearers. However, when they were examined be- 
fore the committee, they gave an account of their different 
practices, and yet contrary to expectation, moderate measures 
prevailed. 

While the committee sat at Glasgow, the curates gave in 
lists of many non -conformists who were alleged to have kept 
conventicles. Several were fined on that account, but the 
particulars are not known. 

The town of Edinburgh having been a great shelter to the 
ejected minister, the magistrates received orders from the 
council to turn them all out. And the provost having got a 
list of them from the bishop> sent the town-officers to seize 
them ; however, none were apprehended except Mr George 
Johnston, minister at Newbottie, who being examined^ and 
owning* his having preached on week-days, and on the Lord's 
day after four o'clock, when the public worship was over, and 
refusing to engage not to keep conventicles, the council ba- 
nished him the town of Edinburgh, and confined him to the 
parish of Borthwick during their pleasure ; arid it was the 
. end of the year before his confinement was taken off. The 
hardships of other presbyterian ministers* by the soldien* 
having orders to quarter in their houses till their families 
shduld remove, were so great, that they wer$ forced to seek a 
new shelter 5 for many were in danger of their life. But 
though many of them were reduced to straitening circum- 
stances, yet God wonderfully provided for them. 

On the 13th of May, Mrs Elisabeth Ouningham, Lady 
Hilderstoun, was fined by the council in 400 merks for a con- 
venticle in her house ; as were Nichol Gardiner, merchant in 
Edinburgh, in 2001. and to be imprisoned till he discovered* 
the minister, and James Clarkson, Archibald Hendry, Wil- 
liam Leick and David Jamie, in 1001: each, all for^being 
at the same meeting. Arid the 'magistrates of Edinburgh, 
according to their bond, were fined in 501. sterling. Such 
were the hardships of the times ! And, on the 9th of. June, 
the heritors of the parish of Neilstoun were fined in 10001. 
Scots for a riot on Mr Kinnier the incumbent, and Allan 
Stewart of Kirktoun was ordered to continue at Edinburgh 
till it was paid. 
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The multitudes who went after the preaching of the word 
were so great that houses could not contain them, so that now 
field-meetings, which, of all others, were most violently op- 
posed, became frequent, three of which made great noise. 
About the middle of June, Mr John Blackadder, and Mr 
John Dickson, preached to a numerous assembly at Beeth- .. 
hill, in the parish of Dunfermline. One Lord's day, a lieu- 
tenant of the miliiia rode up on horseback, and gave the 
meeting great disturbance : whereupon a person more cou- 
rageous than the. rest came up to him, and haying in vain 
intreated him to withdraw peaceably, took his horse by the 
bridle, presented a pistol, and threatened to shoot him if lie. 
wa$ not silent. 1T*e lieutenant continued upon this peaceably 
till the worship was over, and then had liberty to go where 
he pleased. The news of this horrid insult, as it was called > 
soon reached Edinburgh, and Sharp knew well how to im- 
prove it. So that many were brought to trouble on account 
of it. Robert Walwood of Touch, was fined in 500 merks, 
and ordered to lie ia prison till it was paid: Mr Alexander 
Hasty, (after the Revolution one of the ministers pf Glas- 
gow,) Adam Stobie of Luscar, William Adam merchant in 
Culross, James SIo$s in Borrowstounness, David Mather 
elder in Brignies, John Ranken in Bonhard, and James 
Duncan in Grange, were taken, and refusing to inform against 
others, were each fined in 500 merks, and ordered to lie in 
iroitfs during pleasure : and afterwards they, together with 
Mr John Vernon, and Robert Orr in Milbank, who had a 
child baptized there, were ordered to be banished the king's 
dominions, and not to return upon pain of death. James 
Dundas, brother to the laird of Dundas, was likewise order-, 
ed to be transported, but, upon giving his oath upon some 
interrogatories relating to this conventicle, was set at li- 
berty. JMany others were brought under great hardships ' 
for this conventicle, as Margaret Martin, Lady Colvil's gen- 
Ueworpan, and Bessie Young her servant, whalay in prison 
a long time- , 

Another field-meeting was held milch about the same time, 
at Livingseat in the parish of Carnwath, on account of which 
many suffered in the same maniler as those mentioned in the 
last paragraph ; particularly that pious youth Mr John Ver- 
non, who, it seems, was at both ; and, refusing to inform 
upon oath against any who were present, was e^mmitted close ' 
prisoner, ordered to lie in irons during the councils pleasure, 
and to be fed with bread and water. During this confine- 
ment his leg gangrened, which had almost cost him his life ; 
and, notwithstandipg all the intercession that was made for 
hjm, it was November before he and Robert Orr were set hi 
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liberty, upon giving security, under the penalty of 500 Q&grks 
each^ to appear when caHed. John Carmichael in Blackburn, 
and David Calrmichiael in Potishaw, were filled in lOOifrerks 
each for being at this meeting. 

- The'couhcn, being informed of a third field-meeting at-the 
, Torwood, ordered the Earl of Callendar to use his interest 
for suppressing conventicles in Stirlingshire ; accordingly 
Charles Campbell in Airth, refusing to inform, was sentenced 
to be transported for being at this meeting. 

Mr John Menzies, minister at Carlaverock, near Dumfries, 
observing the severities against Protestants, while the Papists 
remained unmolested', notwithstanding the several remon- 
strances he had ihade to the bishop in the diocesan meeting, 
and to the brethren of the exercise, against the growth of 
popery, at first withdrew from their meetings, and at last, on 
the 12th of July, sent in his written testimony to the presby- 
tery of Dumfries, in which he says : 

* rip HAT which hath — been matter of lamentation to many! 
-*■. is, that when — the abomination of popery was almost 
rooted out of our land, that that noisome weed hath, of late' 
years, got a great fopting among us again. And when not 
only— popery— but also profanity of all sorts abouhds among 
all ranks and degrees :-r-and while many of the godly — are 
mourning in secret for their abominations, as being a sad 
prognostic of the Lord's departing from us, and a judicial 
Stroke of his vengeance. — It is not unknown to some of you, 
that in some of the latter synods, I did regret the growth of 
these ills, aftd intreat that sortie effectual remedy might be 
used for preventing their farther increase ; albeit much was 
promised, yet nothing had been perfdrnied. I likewise, often 
represented — the abounding of these in, most parishes of this 
•presbytery, and particularly within the bounds of my charge. 
r~The last day I was at your meeting, I desired that, by an 
act of the presbytery, Papists might be prosecuted, as well as 
the profane, &c but was plainly refused that day, — it beijig de- 
clared not to be seasonable 5 and some of you asserting; them to 
be the presbytery's useful frierids. In consideration whereof — 
jny beholding this your way hath occasioned my more serious 
thoughts of the course of conformity with prelacy. And albei 
popery and profanity may be very accidental to the course of 
conformity w'ith prelacy i yet beholding that these two per- 
nicious weeds thrive so kindly in your soil, it hath moved me 
now, more than ever, to search out what of God can be in 
that way. And — this is the result of what I have attained to, 
that I, through scripture-light and other engagements,— can- 
not any longer adhere to conformity with prelacy, without the 

grtevous wounding of my own conscience, — and that by my 

<■'{'■' . . . * ' 
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former conformity I have exceedingly offended God, and 
have been a stumbling-block in the way of his people, for ' 
whiifl, as I desire to be humbled before God, so I crave par- 
don of all his people whom I have offended. This I declare 
upon account of no * worldly advantage; but' my witness is 
in heaven, I do it only for the glory of God, the edification 
of his people, and the exoneration of my own conscience.* — 

Upon this, in a most moving, faithful and affectionate part - 
ner, he exhorted them to consider their ways ; represented 
how dismal it was that so many of the faithful should he cast 
•o«t of God's inheritance ; and concluded with these words* 

* Finally brethren, as for prelacy j whereupon the Lord hath 

« stamped this mark of his displeasure, that under it, truth and * 
« godliness hath been under a sensible decay, so if ye would 

* consider and ponder the same impartially in the balance of 
< the sanctuary, then, who knows but you shall discover it to 

* be a plant not sent by the hand of God, but of man, and 

* which the Lord ill his own time may cause to be plucked 

* out of his vineyard again ? He desired that this his testi~ 
mony might be registered in the presbytery records, but whe- 
ther this was complied with is not known. , Several others 
also fell off afterward from the prclates- 

The time of the sitting of the parliament drew near, and 
Lauderdale, when he came to Edinburgh, in order to ingra- 
tiate himself with the prelates, renewed the severities against 
the ejected ministers ; for, by proclamation, he discharged 
any of them from coming to town, without licence, upon pain 
of death. And as those of them who were most frequent in 
preaching were summoned, at several times in the month of ' 
August, to appear before the council, so they, finding that, 
tliey would eirher be banished or imprisoned, resolved among 
themselves not to appear, and sent a letter through all of their 
persuasion to stir them up to prayer and solemn tasting in this 
day of distress and treading down. See Wodrow's Appendix, 
Vol II. No. 40. 

The parliament sat down on the? 2Sth of July. And thet 
acts of this session, though short, continuing only for the 
space of a month, were sanguinary (o the last degree, and* 
while they remain on record, must brand the makers of then* 
with indelible disgrace. The first act empowered-: — tlie king 
to name commissioners for treating of an union between the 
two kingdoms; but this came to nothing. 

The 2d act related to those who refused or delayed to de- 
pose or swear against delinquents when required : by which 
every person, of what quality or sex soever, was obliged to 
answer upon oath, and swear as to their knowledge of any 
primes against the public laws and peace of the kingdom, and 
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particularly of any conventicles or other unlawful meetings, 
and of the several circumstances of the persons present^pon 
pain of fining, imprisonment or banishment, at the pleasure 
of the council. The reader- cannot but see the iniquity of 
this act, by which the nearest relations were obliged to swear 
against one another under the penalties mentioned in it j pa- 
rents were obliged to accuse their children, an<J children their 
parents. 

But the 5th, intitled, Act against conventicles , was of all 
others the most barbarous. By this it was enacted, * That 
< no outed or ejected minister, not licensed by the council or 
, * tolerated by the bishop, presume to preach, expound scrip- 
* ture, or pray in any meeting, except in their own houses, 
.« and to those of their own family : and that none be present 
€ at any such meeting/ So that if any such minister should 
be found praying in any family except his own, he was a 
transgressor of this law. Whether this be not a scandal to 
Christianity itself, let the reader judge. Strange times ! 
when a minister's praying in any house but his own was 
reckoned sedition. However, this was the case, and the nu- 
ll ister or preacher, by this famous act, was to be imprisoned 
till he found bail not to keep another conventicle under the 
penalty of 5000 merks, (a greater sum than most of them 
were worth) or else consent to leave the, kingdom, never to 
return without his majesty's licence. And as for those pre- 
* sent at such house-conventicles, they were to be fined accord- 
ing to their qualities ; if heritors, in the fourth part of their 
yearly rent ; if tenants, in 25l. Scots ; and if cottars, in 121. 
Scots. These were peculiar severities. _ But the other part 
of this act, relating to field-preaching, was still more severe ; 
for thereby it was ordained that the minister or preacher be 
punished by death and confiscation of goods. And the fines 
for those present were to be twice as much as for hoase- 
meetings. And there are only these three things the reader 
is to observe, 1. That if any person should be without doors, 
when an ejected minister was preaching or praying in any 
house, that, by this act, wios deemed a field-conventicle, and 
the penalties were the same. 2. Five hundred merks were 
appointed for those who should apprehend any of the 
preachers at field- meetings. 3. The sheriffs* stewards, and 
lords of regalities, for their better encouragement, wxre al- 
lowed all the fines below heritors, &c. for themselves. This 
act was to continue in force only three years, unless his ma- 
jesty [or raincr the prelates] should think fit to prolong it. 

1 shall leave the reader to make his own reflections. The 
ministers who could not* accept 'of the indulgence had now 
their sentence. Bishop Burnet says, « That Sir Robert . 
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Murray told him, that the king was not well pleased with this 
act, as being extravagantly severe, chiefly in that of the 
preachers being to be punished by death. He said that 
bloody laws did no good, and that he never would have pass- 
ed it if he had known it before-hand. The half of the par- 
liament abhorred this act \ yet so abject were they in their 
submissions to Lauderdale, that the young Earl of Cassils was 
the only person who voted in the negative.' This, however, 
did neither deter ministers from preaching, nor people from 
hearing, as we shall relate in the sequel. • They chose to suf- 
fer rather than sin. 

I shall say nothing of their act against disorderly baptism ; 
but their 7th act against separation must not be omitted, be- 
cause all his majesty's good subjects or the reformed religion 
• are hereby commanded to frequent the ordinary, meetings for 
diyine worship in their own parish-churches, under tlje pe- 
nalties mentioned in the act in case of failure. JJishop Bur- 
net says, That Lauderdale, with his own hands, put in a word 
in the act that covered the Papists, the fines being laid on 
such of the reformed religion as went not to church. He 
pretended by this to merit with the ponish party, with the 
Duke of York in particular. Lauderdale told him," that he 
put in these words on design to let the world know that they 
were to be worse used than the Papists themselves.' And so 
it was in reality ; for those of the reformed religion could 
neither in conscience attend on the worship of God in parish- 
churches, nor yet refrain to attend upon ordinances where they 
could have them dispensed -, and such was the dilemma they 
were reduced to, that they were exposed to the severities of 
the laws then made whatever course they took. Thus, in 
this short session of parliament a large foundation was laid for 
a most severe persecution ; the dismal consequences of it will 
be related in the sequel. 

On the 1 1th of August, there was a decreet obtained by the 
advocate against Mr James Hamilton, late at Blantyre, Mr 
James Mitchel, Mr James Porter, Mr John Dickson, late at 
Rutherglen, and Mr John Blackadder, late at Traquair. 
They were charged for holding conventicles in houses and in 
the fields ; and pot appearing when summoned, they were 
denounccd'and put to the horn, which obliged them to wan- 
der up and down the country, and preach in the fields as they 
had opportunity. 

About the 15th of August Mr Robert Landass, for per- 
forming worship in a private family about a year before, was 
apprehended, and kept prisoner at Edinburgh for six weeks 
before he was set at liberty. And Mr Hugh Peebles was 
brought before the council on the ?St!i of August. And 
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though nothing could be proved against him, yet, because he 
would not engage not to keep conventicle^ and refrain from 
preaching and worshipping God in any family but his 
own, was confined to Dumbarton and a mile round it. The 
same day the heritors of Glasford in Lanarkshire were fined 
in 10001. Scots, because the curate's house had beea robbed 
l)y. thieves, some of whom, being afterwards, apprehended 
for other crimes, confessed this robbery at their execution, 
«nd declared that there was not one person in the parish con- 

mncd. 

This summer the bird of Meldrum, an officer of the guards, 
apprehended several good people in some parishes in the 
*hire of Renfrew, for hearing the ejected ministers, and pat 
them to no small trouble. Sundry. other ministers, were like- 
wise harrassed \ for, notwithstanding all the difficulties to 
which they were exposed, they couki not but pity the crying 
necessities of the people who thirsted after the word, and their 
ministry was remarkably successful among them. 

A s all methods of severity were used to suppress the prcs- 
tjyterians, so attempts of another nature were made for ac- 
complishing this end. Accordingly, when Bishop Leighton 
entered upon the administration of the diccese of Glasgow, 
he received many complaints concerning the scandalous con- 
duct of the clergy, and therefore appointed a committee of 
lis underlings to receive these accusations, and the council 
ordered several to assist them. However, when this com-. 
mittee met in September, it was urged that none should be . 
perrnittejd to give in a complaint, till they had first signed the 
declaration, but,, finding they had no legal authority to re- 
quire this, the motion was dropt, and they fell upon another 
way to discourage complaints, of this kind ; for, if any failed 
in his proof, lie was to appear in sackcloth before the con- 
gregation, as a slanderer. Notwithstanding whereof, the 
proofs*, in many cases, were fo clear, that there was no avoid- 
ing the evidence. The incumbent of Killellan was deposed, 
*md others removed from their charges : and particularly Mr 
J affray of May bole, who had accused his parishioners, was 
himself now accused of profane swearing, drunkenness, &c. 
and when the committee was like to have discharged him, 
Leighton interposed Iris authority, and forbid hini the exer- 
cise of his ministry in that parish, notwithstanding this the 
purging committee was of httlc effect. ' 

i^Hother method taken to retrieve the credit of the clergy, 
and to cast a vail upon tha presbyter ian ministers, was the 
sending some of the most noted episcopal divines to the west, 
as Doctor Burnet; Sir James Nairn, Mr Laurence Cbarteris 
'IJr Jaiues Aird, Mr Patrick Cook, and Mr Walter Paterson, 
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" who were ironically termed by the country people, The bi- 
shops 9 evangelists. It was expected these would have made 
proselytes of all the west, but they soon found themselves 
mistaken. Mr Burnet says, in his history, the people of the 
country came generally to hear us, though not ill great * 
crowds. We were indeed amazed to see a poor commonalty 
so capable to argue upon the points of government, and on 
the bounds to be set to the power of princes in matters of 
religion. This measure of knowledge was spread among the 
meanest of tbem, their cottagers and servants. 

The last attempt Bishop Leigh ton made was the accom- 
modation proposed to sundry presbyterian ministers, about 
the end of this year, with a view' to draw them into an unper- 
ceived subjection to prelacy ; but the snare was seen and avoid- 
ed. Lauderdale, at Leighton's desire, wrote to Messrs Hut- 
chinson,, Wedderburn, Ramsay, Baird and Gemble, to meet 
him at Edinburgh on the 9th of August, which they did. 
And, upon hearing the proposals, they replied, that, as these 
were of a general concern, they could not give their private 
judgment without consulting their brethren. They, farther 
desired the proposals might be given in writing, which the 
bishop promised to do, but did not perform. However, the 
commissioner allowed presbyterian ministers, indulged and 
not indulged, to meet among themselves, antjt gave them till 
the first of November to think of an answer. 

The ministers meeting among themselves, put the proposals 
in this shape, to be communicated to their brethren. c Presby- 

* teries being set up by law as they were established before the 

< year 1638, and the oishep passing from his negative voice, 

* and we having liberty to protest and declare against any rer 

* mainder of prelatic power retained, or that may happen at 

* any time to be exercised by him, for a salvo for our consciences 

< from homologation thereof; quetitw\ whether we can, with 

* safety to our consciences and principles, join in these pres- 

* byteries ? or what else it is we will desire or do for peace ia 
€ the church, and an accommodation, episcoj>acy being always- 
' preserved ?' Accordingly, at a numerous meeting of mi- 
nisters, it was unanimously agreed, .that the above concession^ 
were not sufficient- to tie a foundation for their sitting and act- 
ing in presbyteries and synods with the prelates ; for they 
justly reckoned this accommodation inconsistent with their 
principles. They could not comply with this without com- 
plying with episcopacy itself, and owning the king's ecclesiasti- 
cal supremacy, which was established by law. 

On the 14th of December Bishop Leigh ton, the provost 
of Glasgow, Sir John Harper of Camnethan, Mr Gilbert 
Burnet, and Mr James tjamsay dean of Gbsgow, met with 
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about twenty-six presbyterian ministers, indulged and not in- 
dulged, at Ayr ; at which a conference began concerning the 
power of bishops j and Mr Alexander Jamison reasoned so 
closely with Leighton on that point, that be became very un- 
easy, his nose fell a-bleeding, and he was obliged to retire for 
a little. And when several others were inclined to enter the 
lists with him and Professor Burnet, they were told that the 
meeting was not for debates. The meeting was adjourned till 
next day, when, receiving farther proposals, they/ got till the 
12th of January to consider of them. In the mean time the 
ministers, observing that the last were more unsatisfactory 
than the ' first, appointed Messrs Hutchinson, Wedderburn, 
&c. to repair to Edinburgh, and deliver in their answers in 
writing. 

Accordingly these ministers got to Edinburgh by the 1 1th 
of January 1671, where they found the chancellor, duke of 
Hamilton, earl of Twceddale, and some other counsellors, with 
Bishop Leighton, and Professor Burnet. There were two 
meetings at Holy- rood -house, besides several private con- 
ferences. And in short the ministers gave in their reasons 
why the proposals were not satisfactory. At one of these 
meetings Leighton offered a dispute with them, which Mr 
Hutchinson modestly declined, observing that he was not safe 
to dispute against episcopacy, considering the laws in force 
against speaking or writing in opposition to it. The professor 
insulted upon this ; whereupon Mr Wedderburn accepted the 
challenge, if the chancellor and counsellors present would al- 
low him *, but that not being granted the accommodation 
broke up. 

About the beginning of this year Sir James Dalrymple of 
Stair was admitted a privy- counsellor. On the 12th of 
January the council fell foul of that noted book, intitled, Jus 
populi vindicatum, and on the 16th of February published a 
proclamation, ordering all who shall have any copies of it in 
their custody, after such a limited time, to be fined 10,000 
merks. The same day Colonel Gilbert Ker, who had left the 
kingdom shice the restoration, got liberty to reside in Scot- 
land. ' 

When the accommodation was at an end, the presbyferian 
ministers were represented as obstinate and unreasonable men. 
Bishop Burnet says, that their behaviour disgusted all wise, 
moderate and good men, when they rejected propositions that 
came so home even to the maxims they themselves had set 
up. But in this he was mistaken j because there was nothing, 
offered in the proposals that was inconsistent with prelacy > 
neither could presbyterian ministers yield to them, without. 
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renouncing their known principles and , submitting to the 
hierarchy. 

However* the council upon, this 1 made an act, the 26th of 
January, confining all the indulged ministers to their respec- 
tive parishes, who would not keep presbyteries and synods, 
those namely which were held by the bishops, insomuch that 
Mr John Bell, minister at Ardrossan, durst not go to visit his 
dying father, though within a mile of him, without a special 
order froni the council. Some indeed received more favour 
than others. But as none of them kept the 29th of May ac- 
cording to act of parliament, and as they generally kept up 
the practice of lecturing, they were exposed to no small hard-- 
ships, and it was with difficulty they could get their stipends. 

But the ejected ministers who were not indulged were ex- 
posed to still greater hardships •, for such of them who resided 
in the parishes where episcopal ministers were settled, were 
ordered either to keep their parish-churches, or remove with 
their families elsewhere ; and not a few were brought to 
trouble for baptising children. 

Mr John Mehzies, minister at Carlaverock, having been 
obliged to appear before the commissioner, was confined to 
his own chamber at Edinburgh. When he had continuecf 
there for some time, without airy notice being taken of him, 
he went home and preached to his people : whereupon the 
council, finding he had broke his confinement, ordered him 
to appear before them upon pain of rebellion. But what was 
the consequence of this I do ijpt find. 

Meanwhile the advocate pressed for severity against con- 
venticles. Accordingly on the id of March, the council ap- % 
pointed a committee to consider what was farther to be done 
tor suppressing them, but what they did this year is not 
known •, only, on the 7th of March, the sureties for Messrs 
Hasty, Stobie, Adam, &c. were ordered to produce these per- 
sons ; and when they appeared before the council, they were 
commanded to attend the first meeting in May y but there is 
no more concerning them. ^- 

Several gentlemen were likewise brought to mifcli trouble •, 
for, on the 2d of March, Sir Charles Erskine, Lord Lyon, 
got a commission from the lords of the treasury to enter upon 
the estates, &c. of such as were forfeited for the rebellion 
J 666, in the shires of Dumfries, Wigtoun, and stcwartry ui* 
Kirkcudbright j and though Mr George MacCartney of 

* Blaiket was neither at Pentland, nor" forfeited. on that account, 
yet, some way or another, his name having been inserted, 

• none of them suffered more than he. His father was fined in 
Middlcton s parliament, and otherwise narrated, and, himself 
suffered exceedingly before this by fine*, exactions, and do- 
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predations ; and refusing this year to compound for his estate 
with Lord Lyon, he was carried in prisoner to Edinburgh. 
After some time it being found that he had been neither for- 
feited, nor excepted, he was ordered his liberty, upon giving 
bond to appear when called ; nevertheless he was by ways ana 
means detained in prison for the space of six years, during 
which time his estate was seized, and his lands laid waste, so 
that his losses, during this time of persecution, amounted to 
no less than 98271. 16s. , 

Mr. Cuningham of Bedlane was continued prisoner in 
Dumbarton castle, only got liberty to ride out some* miles 
every day for his health, on giving a bond for 10,000 merks 
to return to the castle at night. Kerslam! , his fellow- prisoner, 
petitioned the council, on the 5th of September, to be sent to 
some place more commodious for the education of his chil- 
dren. Accordingly he was ordered to Aberdeen, where he 
was kept close prisoner, in a cold room, for three months, 
without being allowed a fire ; and, in the month of December, 
he was brought from Aberdeen > and committed to the castle 
of Stirling, where he continued several years, of whom more 
will be related afterwards. 

Under all this severity towards protestant non conformists 
popery sensibly increased \ swarms of priests came over, with 
large cargoes of relics, pictures, beads, and such like trum- 
pery, and vast numbers of "father TurbevilPs manual of con- 
troversies were industriously dispersed. N It is true the council 
in August ordered four popish priests to be apprehended, and 
appointed Argyle and the lord register to seize some popish 
lxx>ks and trinkets that were in a ship lately come to Leith. 
s Some episcopal ministers in the north, where popery was bare* 
faced, did also appear against it, particularly Mr John Men- 
zies at Aberdeen. .But though several representations were 
made upon this point, yet little regard was had to them at the 
council-board, where Sharp had the impudence to say one day, 
That his majesty's government was by far iii greater hazard 
from presbyterians than papists •, and that it was his opinion 
the council ought to look more narrowly to presbyterian. meet- 
ings, in which they were very slack, although the great danger 
lay there. 

If the primate was let into the secret intrigues carrying on 
at this time, it is likely he spoke what he thought to be matter 
of fact; for the king had formed a design to render himself 
absolute and to overtnrn the protestant religion ; and, as he 
could, not communicate his intentions with safety to his whole 
^council, he established a cabinet-council of five persons only, 
viz. Clifford, Arlington, Buckingham, Ashley and Lauderdale. 
The initial letters of these five names composing the wend 

I 
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CABAL, this secret council was from thence called by that 
name. If to these we add the king and the Duke of York, it 
will be found that all the seven were for arbitrary government. 
And as to religion, the king, the duke. Arlington and Clifford 
wera papists, and the other three of no religion at all. In this 
cabal, as Father Orleans has declared, a war with the Dutch 
was resolved. The Abbot Primi tells us, at the same time, 
that * King Charles signed a private treaty with France^ 
4 and to give hini farther assurances in that matter, Henrietta 
« of England, Duchess of Orleans, King Charles's sister, went 
< to England 1670, and in the name of the most Christian 
« King, made a proposal to her royal brother, of ensuring to 

* him an absolute authority over his parliament, and re- 
-establishing the catholic religion in the three kingdoms i 
€ but that, in order to this there was a necessity of lowering 
4 the pride and power of the Dutch, and reducing that state 

* to the narrow compass of the province of Holland, &c.' It 
is not my business to enter into those intrigues ; it is sufficient 

to my purpose to observe, that a design was now on foot to ,- 

subvert the protestant religion ; and if the managers in Scot- 
land were, privy to it, we need Hot wonder at tneir lenity to 
papists and severity to presbyterians. 

About the end of this year the laird of Lee was made jus- 
tice-clerk, and Lauderdale captain of the Bass, which the 
king bought and turned into a prison; and indeed Lauderdale 
and his friends at this time possessed all the chief posts in 
Scotland. But leaving these things, 

I now go on to the transactions of the year 1672, about the, f 
beginning of which Mr Ramsay, the episcopal incumbent of \ k 

Auchinleck, happened to have his house robbed in the night- . ^ 

time, whereupon the council, on the 23d of January, gave a $ 

commission « to some officers of the army, in that neighbour- 

* hood, to hold courts, call witnesses, and examine into the 
€ affair, and to fine the absent heritors in 2001. tenants in 401. 
A and cottars in 10L and each woman according to the quality 

* of her husband, dead or alive.' So that here a justiciary 
power was lodged in the military officers. Two days after. 
this Gordon ofjDundeugh in Galloway got up a bond of 600 , 

• merks, whiclh had been extorted from hira by Sir Wiffiaitk 
Bannahtyne. /,"''." 

The persecution against conventicles still went on ; for the 
council being informed that several were kept in Glasgow,' 
ordered on the 22d of February, the magistrates of that city * 
to suppress them, and to enjoin all the ejected ministers, either 
to attend the church, or remove out of the town, which put 
many of then* to no small difficulties. 

The same day the learned and pioris Mr Alexander Caf- 
,VOL. i. R 
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michacl, having been apprehended at Kirkcaldy, and brought 
in prisoner to Edinburgh^ was before the council for keeping 
conventicles* and on the 26th was ordered to be transported 
by sea to London, where he was singularly useful, and finish- 
ed his course with joy 3676 or 1677. This excellent person 
is well known ta the world by his accurate treatise on mortifi- 
cation, published at London after his death 1677* His bro- 
ther Mr John Carmichaei and he had fov some lime conform 
ed, but, discdverirtg their error, quitted their livings, and 
joined 'their suffering brethren. 

In March many of the ejected ministers about Edinburgh 
were obliged to leave the town, and go they knew not whither; 
However, several of them at this time got to their rest out of 
the reach of all their enemies, aa Mr Waltk Greig, Mr David 
Ferral, and Mr Robert Douglas. 

On the l>/>th of March bis majesty V<fedarati0ii of indul- 
gence to the non-conformists in England whioh had been -com* 
municafced ta and approved of by the French, king,, was pub- 
lished, in which the penal laws against aft sorts of noncon- 
formists were suspended; and though the papists: were not to 
have public places for worship, yet they were allowed the ex- 
ercise of their worship in private houses. The protectant 
non- conformists, though th&f had now liberty granted them, 
had no opinion of thfc dispensing power. They wen* sensible 
the indulgence was not granted out of love to them, nor 
would continue any longer than it served the interest of po* 
pery. But the breaking, out of the Dutch war made the court 
think it necessary to grant them an indulgence, ,that there 
might be peace at home while there was war abroad. 

Two days^ after this the king published bjs declaration. of 
war against the States, dated the 17th March, and the like 
was published by the French king at Paris, » who in the be- 
ginning of May, assembled an army of 12^,000 men, and 
with a rapid ftfry 0ver-*ran the greatest part: of the Nether^ 
lands j and the Dutch were reduced to such extremities, that 
the populace rose, and having obliged the States to make th£ 
young prince of Orange stadtholder, they fell upon the two 
brothers Cornelius and John deWits^ and tore them to pieces* 
This prince, by' the blessing of God, was raised up, in tbat 
time of extremity, to check the progress of the French arms, 
and disconcert the measures that had been formed, not only 
for ruining his country, but also for subverting the protestant 
religion, and establishing popery and arbitrary power. 

At this time Lord-keeper Bridgman lost all credit at court; 
for he refused to put the seal to the indulgence, as judging k 
contrary to law ; so he was dismissed ; and Shaftsbury was 
made chancellor, Clifford treasurer, Arlington had a garter 
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and was made an earl ; and Lauderdale had a garter and was 
made a duke on the 2d of May. All the members of the 
cabal hact great presents from France, and the French am- 
bassador gave each of them a picture of the king of France 
set in diamonds to the value of 30001. sterling. And thus, to 
Bse the words of a noted historian, was the nation and our re- 1 
figion, as well as the king's faith and honour, set to sale and 
sold. But to return to Scotland, die managers th&e took no 
notice of these things, but carried on their persecution against 
the presbyterians. ' 

Ilir the month of June the parliament sat down at Edin- 
burgh, and made several persecuting acts. By their first none 
were to be officers of the militia but episcopalians 5 both of- 
ficers and soldiers were to take the oath of allegiance and de- 
claration, and upon refusal to be imprisoned and banished. 
By their ninth act, against unlawful ordinations, none were 
to ordain to the ministry who wefe not authorised by law; all 
pretended ordinations since 1661 were declared to be void and 
mdl. The ordainer£ and ordained, contrary to this act, were 
to be imprisoned and banished by the council ? and persons 
married by such were denuded of all they could claim jure 
maritivel relicte, &c. By the eleventh act, about baptisms, 
it was ordained, * That every person who wants a certificate 
f from the minister of the parish where he lives, that his child 
* was baptised within thirty days of ks birth, shall be fined, 
c heritors in a fourth part of their yearly valued rent, merchants 
*■ 1001. Scots, &c.' By the 12th act, all who do not observe the? 
anniversary of his majesty's restoration, were ordered % tcT be 
fined, ancf otherwise punished, according to their condition 
and estate. By their 27th act, the acts passed in the last 
session, concerning conventicles arid withdrawing from public 
ordinances, are to continue in force for three years after (she 
expiration ef the time limited, by these acts. The last act of 
this sessitin was against profaneness, and was an excellent act, 
had it been only put m execution ; but the ecclesiastic gentle* 
men had something else to mind. 

During this session of parliament a great niany were im- 
prisoned^ fined and- defibuneed on account of conventicles ; ac- 
cordingly, on ttle* 11th of July, Mr Patrick Hay laird of Lees 
was ordered to "be confined to his chamber at Edinburgh, and * 
Mr James Mercer, governor to *he laird of Meggins, to be con- 
fined to the town. His pupil Mr John Drummond of Megginfc, 
younger, Alexander Christie and Thomas Keltie merchants in, 
Pefthy were ordered to be carried prisoners to the tolbooth of 
Edinburgh. Those who were at this time summoned, and did 
not appear, who were not a few, were denounced and put to- 
the horn. On the 14rth Meggins elder was fined in 5001. sterling 



Digitized by 



Google 



260 THE HISTORY Of TUt $BAT. I** 

for his lady's being at a conventicle, and his son, the said Mr 
Dmmmdnd, was imprisoned till his father should pay the^fine. 
At the same time the said Alexander Christie and Thomas 
Keltie were fined in 500 merks Scots, each, the laird of Lees in 
1000 merks, and George Hay of Balhousie, afterwards Earl of 
Kionoul, in loool. sterling ; and all of them to remain in prison 
till their fines were paid. Xki the 24jjth of July, Anne Countess 
of Wigtoun, an excellent widow lady, was obliged to appear 
personally before the council, and, upon owning her being at 
a conventicle in the house of Boghall, was fined in 4000 merks. 
Mr James Duncan at Duplin, for being at another at the bridge 
of Earn, was fined in 2000 merks, and the following persons 
were imprisoned, viz. James Crighton, John Dalziel, James 
Paterson, William Cleghom, Malcolm Brown, Peter Gilles, 
Thomas Crighton, James Glasgow, James Lindsay, James 
Thomson, James Forrest, John Newbigging^ John Hutchison, 
* and Malcolm Gibson. They who did not appear were denoun- 
ced. Such was the mildness of this administration ! 

During these proceedings against conventicles, on the 
13th'of July Mr John Rae and Mr Hugh Archibald were sent 
from Stirling-castle to Dumbarton, along with Mr John Cun- 
ningham of Bedlane. The same day Mr John Scot son to 
Andrew Scot in Tushilaw, having been imprisoned for writing 
to the Rev. Mr John Carstairs in Holland, was brought before 
the council, and after examination was set at liberty upon a 
bond Of 1000 merks to appear when called. From this Bishop 
Burnet would make the world believe, that there, were designs 
in Holland to raise a rebellion in Scotland. His words are 
these : 4 That, which gave the Duke of Lauderdale juster 
4 ground of offence was, that one Carstairs, much employed at 
4 that time in greater matters, was taken in a ship that came 
4 from Rotterdam. He himself escaped out of their hands, but 
4 his letters were taken. They had a great deal writ in white 
4 ink, which shewed that the design of -sending him over was to 
4 know in what disposition the people were, promising arms 
^ and other necessaries if they were in a condition to give the 
4 government any disturbance. But the whole wa* so darkly 
4 writ, much being referred to the bearer, that it was not pos- 
4 sible to understand what lay hid under so many mysterious 
4 expressions.' This must be a very dark story indeed. , It k 
true Mr Scot was imprisoned for corresponding with JAr Car- 
stairs, as, after the beginning of the Dutch war, sundry* a- 
mongst whom was Mr William Livingston, were brought to 
trouble for writing to their friends in Holland. But there is 
no ground to assert that there were any such designs as the 
bishop represents ; neither is that historian obliged to his in- 
formation, when he says that Mr Carstairs escaped out af jbeir 
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hands. When he came home, h6 did not seek to escape, bu* 
on the 3d of September this year appeared before the council 1 , 
and found bail to appear again when called, under the penalty 
of 2000 merks ; after which I find little more concerning him. 

As a second indulgence was granted on the 3d of September, - 
I shall now give some account of it. When Lauderdale came 
down to Scotland, it was generally said he had one in his 
pocket. And as a toleration had been granted to the non-con-t 
for mists in England, the like favour was expected in Scotland^ 
exclusive of papists ; but the bishops and Lords of council that 
were of their party violently opposed it, and many letters were 
writ to the court against it. However, Lauderdale had full in- 
structions in' this matter, though he kept them close, and carried" 
with great rigour to presbyterian ministers and others. Bi-f 
shop Burnet says, Lauderdale looked on near two months after 
he came down to Scotland, waiting for an application for li- 
berty of conscience ; but the designs of the court were now 
clearly, seen into. The presbyterians understood they were 
v only to be made use of in order to the introducing of popery ; 
, so they resolved to be silent and passive ; upon this he broke 
out into fury and rage against them, and carried matters so far, 
that when gurnet asked him, Was that a time to drive them 
into rebellion ; Yes, sfays he : would to God they would rebel, 
that so he might bring over an army of Irish papists to cut all 
their throats.— ?But, says the historian, he calmed all of a sud- 
den, . > 

About twenty ministers met at Edinburgh on the 8th of 
« August, and agreed to write to Sir James Dalrymple of Stair, 
now a privy counsellor, on whom they had great dependence, 
that the terms of the indulgence might be free from straitening 
conditions. But, as they could not agree upon the contends of 
the letter, next resolved to send two of their number to repre- 
sent their case to Stair. Accordingly Mr Gabriel Gumngham 
and Mr James Kirkton waited upon him, and received very 
kind assurances that he would do what he could for them* 

Meanwhile, on the 29th of August, Mr John Spruel peti- 
tioned the council for his liberty, since he had submitted to 
banishment lor eight years, and having come home for his health, 
had been taken up for conventicles, though he had never been 
at any. His petition was granted upon giving bond ^nd se- 
curity to appear when called, under the penalty of 2000 merks. 
The same day' Mr Hugh Archibald and Mr John Murray, were 
set at liBePty, only the former was confined to the parish of Gal- * 
stoun in the shire of Ayr, and the latter to that of Queensferry, 
and both were ordered to abstain from conventicles. 

At lengthy on the 3d of September^ being the Lord's -day. 
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the council came to a determination as to the indulgence, and 
made the following acts. • 

Holy-rood-house, September 3, 1672. 
* r|1HE lord commissioner, his gface, and the lords of his ma- 
jesty's privy coiinqil considering the disorders which 
have lately been by the frequent and numerous conventicles, 
and being willing to remedy so great an evil in the gentlest 
manner that could be thought on, and his majesty's commissioner 
being sufficiently instructed herein, they do order and ajw 
point the ministers hereafter named outed, since the year 1661, 
to repair to the parishes following, and to remain therein con- 
fined, permitting and allowing them to preach and exercise the 
other parts of their ministerial function in the parishes to which 
they are or shall be confined by this present act and commission 
after specified, viz.— Paisley.-— In Eglisham parish, with Mr 
James Hamilton, Mr Donald Cargill. Paisley, with Mr John 
Baird, Messrs William Eccles and Anthony ^Shaw. Nielstoun, 
Messrs Andrew Miller and James Wallace. Kilmacolm, Messrs 
Patrick Simpson and William Thomson. Kilbrachan, Masters 
John Stirling and James Walkinshaw. Killellan, Masters James 
tlutchison and Alexander Janiieson.~/rwz#.^Newmills, Mas- 
ters John Burnet and George Campbell. Fenwick, Masters 
Thomas Wylie and William Shiels. Stewarioun,. Masters 
William Castlelaw, Andrew Hutchison, and Andrew Mortoun. 
Dunlojp, Masters Gabriel Cuningham and William Mein. 
Largs, Masters John Wallace and Alexander Gordon. Kil- 
bryde, Masters Robert Boyd and Gilbert Hamilton. Comray, 
Masters Archibald Port-ecu? ancj. John Rae. fcilwinning, with 
Mr Ralph Roger, Mr Robert Fleeroing. Irwin, with Mr 
George Hutchison, Mr John Law. l&lmarnock, with Mr 
Alexander Wedderburn, Masters James Rowat and William 
Hay. Kilmawers, with Mr George Ramsay, Mr John Park. 
Dreghorh,. with Mr John Spalding, Mr James Donaldson 

• Beith, with Mr William Maitland, * Mr William Crichton. 
Kilbir'ny, with Mr William Tullidaff, Mr Patrick Anderson. 
Ardrossan, with Mr John Bell, Mr James Bell. — Ayr. — Cul- 
toun, Mr William Fullerton. Riccartqun, Masters Hugh Camp- 
bell and Hugh Crawford. Dundonald, Masters John Osburn 
and Jpmj Hutchison. Mauchlin, with Mr James Veitch, Mr 
Robert Archibald. Ochiltree, with Mr Robert Miller, Mr 
Patrick Peacock. Galstoun, with Mr Alexander Blair, Mr 

"Adam Alison. Craigie, with Mr David Brown, Mr Robert 
Maxwell. 'Dalganie, with Mr Andrew Dalrymple, Mr John 
Campbell. ' Symington, with Mr John Gemble, Mr Francis 
Irvine. — Kirkcudbright. --^arsphaim. Masters John Semple and 
William Erskine. Kells, with Mr Cant, Mr George Waugh. 
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Dairy, with Mr John Macmichan, Mr Thomas Thomson,, 
Balmaclellan, Masters James Lawrie and Thomas Vernor, in 
place of John Ross when he shall be transported to Stony>kirk> 
- — Hamilton. -r-Avendale, Masters James Hamilton and Robert 
Young* Glasford,' Masters William Hamilton and James Na- 
smith. Shots, Masters James Currie and Alexander Barton. 
Dalserf, Masters Thomas Kirkaldy and John CarmichaeL* 
Stonehouse with Mr John Oliphant, Mr Matthew MackelL 
Cambusnethan, with Mr William Violant, Mr Robert Lamb. 
Dalziel, with Mr John Lauder, Mr Thomas , Melvil. — Lanark. 
r-r^Carlouk, Masters Alexander Livingston and Peter Kid, now 
at Carlouk. Carmichael, Masters John Hamilton and Wil- 
liam Sommervell. Culter, Masters Anthony Murray and Ro- 
bert Ij>ockhart. Lamington, with Mr John Crawford, Mr 
William Railie. Lesmahago, with Mr Thomas Lawrie, a re- 
gular incumbent^ Mr James Balderstones. Carstairs, Masters 
James Kirkton and John Greig.— - Linlithgow. — West-Calder, 
Masters John Ifaiox and William Weir. Borrowstounness, 
Masters Robert Hunter and John Inglis.— *r-Lotbian, &-c. 
Lintoun, with Mr Robert Elliot, Mr Robert Elliot, his son, 
Ojtnam, with Mr John Scot, Mr Hugh Scot. Hownam, with 

Mr John Stirling, Mr Ker. — Argyle. — Kiliern, Masters 

jCunninson and' Alexander Maclean i Kilfennan, Mr John Ca- 
-meron,. Campbelton, Masters Duncan Campbell and. Edward 
Keith, Kilchattan in' Lorn, Masters J. Duncansonand A. Mao- 
Jean. Knapdale, with Mr Dougal Campbell a regular incum- 
bent Mr Duncan Canvpbell. South Kintire, Mr David Simp- 
son. 

* And yet, notwithstanding the said confinement, the 
lord commissioner his grace, &c. give full power — to the lord 
phancellor, &c. or any four of them, to alter any of the r>er- 
sons foresaid from any of the said parishes, to another of 
those parishes, or to allow and confine other persona in their 
places, they always pitching — on some oufe<d ministers from 
that diocese, wherein the parishes, (;o which they are to be 
confined do Jie ; an4 allowing none to preach-who were out- 
ed before 1662, or being outed since 1661, are under — sen- 
tences of any court of this kingdom •, with power to the sai4 
commissioners, or their quorum, to confine and to allow outed 
ministers in the parishes of Tarbolton, Barnwell, Stevenson, 
JLochwinnoch, Inchinnen and Mearns ; and th&t so sooi* as 
the present incumbents ijn these parishes shall be provided and 
transported to other kirks. Recommending to patrons-to give 
them {presentation at kirks that sljall vaik ; and particularly to 
. r— -patron of the kirk of Galashiels, to give a presentation 
thereto to Mr Alexander George ; to. — — -.patron of .the kirk: 
fjf ]3nrgb|9H» V> pretty UV C *$J& M* AYiilisuu Nasmith \ tq 
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■ patron of the kirk of Maclue, to present Mr Robert 

Kincaid ; to — — patron of Gartney to present -Mr — — 

- Stuart • -.' The rest of this act relates to the stipends, and 

S'ves assurance to the episcopal clergy that no more shall be 
dulged. ' 

The same day the council made another act contalningthe 

rules to be observed by all who were indulged. As, 1. They 

> must not marry or baptize except those who belong to* their 

respective parishes, or to any neighbouring parishes if vacant. 

2. They must administer the Lord's supper on one and the 
same day, and v admit none to partake with them from, other - 
parishes, without a certificate from the ministers thereof, - 

3. They must preach only in the church, under the pain of 
being punished as keepers of conventicles. * 4. They must not 
go out of their parishes withouj; a licence from the bishop of 
the diocese only.' 5. That, as to the discipline, all such cases 
as were formerly referable to presbyteries must continue Still 
in the safne manner ; and where there is no presbyterial meet- 
ing, that these cas£s be deferred to the presbytery of the next 
bounds. 6. That the ordinary dues payable to bursers, clerks 
of the presbyteries and synods, be paid by the said ministers 
as formerly. * " ■ ' 

There was a third act of council made the same day, relat- 
ing to the rest of the ejected ministers not as yet indulged, by 
which they were required to hepr the word, and communicate 
in those parish churches where they resided, or else to remove • 
to some other parishes, where they can hear and communi- 
cate, under the pain of imprisonment. This act discharged 
, all other presbyterian ministers, except the indulged, from 
exercising any part of the ministerial 'function, under what 
punishment the council shnll think proper to inflict; and the 
sheriffs arid other magistrates were commanded to examine 
into the conduct of the indulged, with respect to their ob- 
serving the rules above mentioned, and make rfcport every six 
months, and - some fime before the first of June ensuing. 

When the' account of these acts came abroad, many mi- 
nisters were dissatisfied. Arid at a meeting of about thirteen 
which was held at Edinburgh About a day or two after, it was 
proposed,' and all the brethren presebV^eclated themselves 
against iti But this being found to be a matter' df general 
concern, another 'meeting was appointed for the' 24th of 
September, and letters were sent to several ministers in the 
country to attend arid deliver" their sentiments ah to this 
matter. * ; ... - , -% 

Meanwhile, as one great design of the indulgence was the 
suppressing of Convert tides, so, on i the 16 th, « the commis- 
sioner and Wincil gave a warrant to the lord chancellor* the, 
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archbishop of St Andrews, duke Hamilton* the earfe of 
Argyle, Athol, Tweeddale, Kincardin, and DundonaH, the 
president, register, advocate, treasurer-depute, justice- clerk, 
or any four of them, to meet and give orders tor executing 
the acts of council against the outed ministers, and for pre- 
venting and suppressing conventicles, and other disturbances 
of the public peace of thechurch, with, power to call persons 
before them, commit them to prison, and do all things ne- 
cessary for these ends. In difficult cases they are to consult 
with the council.' But I can give no account of their pro- 
ceedings. 

To return then to the meeting of ministers at Edinburgh 
the 24th of September, thirty-two met in Mr Thomas Hogg's 
room, and a^ieed that every one should declare his opinion 
at the next meeting. Being again assembled at an after meet* 
ing, Mr John Inglis was chosen moderator. When the- 
question was put, Whether it was the duty of ministers to go 
and exercise their ministry #t their churches ? four were of 
opinion that ministers ought to go to their churches when 
.they had once given their testimony against what was wrong 
in the indulgence, two were undetermined, and the rest pre-' 
sent were in the negative. 

When copies of the council's acts came to the west, there 
were sundry meetings ; and many were for accepting of the 
indulgence providing a sufficient testimony were given against 
the erastianism thereof. They all agreed, that but one mi- 
nister ought to go to one parish, except in those places whe^re 
formerly there had been two. There were great debates con- 
cerning the testimony to be given in to the state At last 
Mr William Violant and Mr Alexander Wedderburn were, 
appointed to "draw up a paper to this purpose. They comn 
pliecl, and their paper, after some amendments, was generally 
liked at a meeting held at Irwin, in the month of October. I 
shall give the reader the following abstract of it. 



Grievances as to the indulgence. 



i-W 



[I E the ministers of Jesus Christ, who havebeen debarred 
from our respective flocks— and restrained from the 
free exercise of our ministry these many years, do, with all 
thankfulness, acknowledge his most excellent majesty's royatfa- 
vour in granting to some of us the public exercise of our ministry; 
—yet considering the offered indulgence, as contrived in the* 
complex, and cast in its present mould in three acts of coun- 
cil, to be clogged with many involvements contrary to our. 
principles and consciences, and with many inconveniences as 
$p our persons and families, and to the congregations, both 
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front which' we are separated and to which we are assigned, 
we are exceedingly straitened in our liberty to accept of the 
same, — because the whole draught — appears to be nothing but 
the actual exercise of erastianism, in so far as the council i$ 
pleased} not only to dispose of persons and places, but to make 
application of persons to places for the exercise of their mi<* 
nistry, as if it were proper to the magistrate to judge of the " 
spiritual state and condition of the people, of the qualifications 
of ministers, — and to form and prescribe rules \ so that the 
—yielding to these- acts may be interpreted an homologating 
with and subjecting ^ourselves to erastianism, contrary to our 
known judgments in these matters. 

II. Though we disallow all tumultuary and seditious meet- 
ings, which the meetings of the Lord's people for hearing his 
word cannot be reputed— we are not a little grieved that the 
narrative of this present act sterns to involve the accepters 
into an interpretative condemning of the same, which we 
dare not. 

III. Albeit there be a very great necessity of a free cal| 
from the people, — yet the indulgence, as contrived* deprives 
the people of a liberty of a free election* in so far a$ ministers, 
are designed for them, and, by the councils act, peremptorily 
confined to the parishes, withouj so much as the previous 
knowledge of the people J and so a necessity is laid upon the 
people, either to call the confined, or want a minister, 

IV. This way offers violence to that special relation that is 
between pastors and people, — so that ministers formerly by 
violence pulled away from their flocks,— ^are still kept divor*- 
€ed from one another, though this union and relation, being 
made up only by Jesus Christ acting in and by his church, 
can never be regularly dissolved by any other authority-— thaq| 
{hat which made it. 

V. Tins — will prove grievous to the mpst part of the king- 
dom. 1. In that their own pastors are, without necessity, 
shut up from them in a corner, at a time when profanity, po- 
pery and quakerism are — spreading through the land. — 2. In 
that the people will have several necessary duties to perform 
for the accommodation and encouragement of two, which they 
will judge needless, one being sufficient for the charge. — 
3* It will prove afflicting to many brethren, in that, by U» 
they are obtruded upon other men's labours, without a neces- 
sity, to the detriment of t^e necessary maintenance of them 
and their families.— 

VI. We acknowledge that the magistrate hath the power of 
confinement, and of all other — external punishments in actm 
signatOy — but when h§ is to apply that power in actu exercito* 
— we humbly conceive that the law of God, — of nature*— <rf 



Digitized by 



Google 



Oaunv-ift. . CBtracH of scotlajjd. 267 

nations, and ■ of the land, require* an orderly procedure* 
and allows the party the benefit of defence. But here, 1. Thi* 
sentence contains punishment against persons without citations 
Or — conviction of any crime or guilt, the like whereof is not 
done to the grossest of all ill -doers. 2. This sentence is drawn 
out,not against one person or two, but against all theprebyt^rian 
ministers in the kingdom, a very few excepted, which makes 
thepractice without — a precedent in any reformed churcju 
S» The ac$s carry not only a confinement of our persons,-*— but 
pf our minister, and we are hereby — abound up from the dis* 
charge of those duties we owe to our national church, and de- 
prived not only of all benefit of mutual converse^ — in presby-? 
teries, but also of more private communion with one another : 
7— all of which are— the more grievous to us, as they are trysted 
lit a time when papists and quakers a^e so vigorously driving 
on their designs, without — any real or effectual restrain^ pu$ 
upon them. — Though we know our confinement will put no 
stain upon us in the account of many—- people; — yet tfa/e na- 
ture and tendency of it is weakening to the necessary repu- 
tation of ministers of Christ among the people, in that, by the 
same breath, ministers are permitted— to preach, and yet s^v 
tenced as evil doers — and all who get not a call from the 
people— ^will be exposed to far greater difficulties and. suf- 
ferings than formerly.— 

VII. The declaration, in the close of the first act, will prove 
a grievous — stroke to the peaceably disposed people of the 
khigdom, who have been longing for their pastors, — when by 
it they shall see all hopes cut off of ever recovering them, 
again. 
. VIII. \Ve will not fall on a particular consideration of th# 
rules of the 2d act,— which wp cannot approve of, unless we 
would renounce our principles. — All of them appear . to be 
framed in favour of the conformed party, and to the disadvan r 
tage both of ministers and people pf the presbyterian per- 
suasion. — And as the whole draught is, at feast, an interpre- 
tative subjection to erastianism, so the fifth and la$t rules, but 
especially the fifth, thrusts us under a direct an$ formal sub- 
jection to prelacy. — 

IX. We shalj not mention how thfe is disrelished by the 
most part — who — adhere to the pure government of the, 
church of Scotland ; but the peremptory order given to she- 
riffs, and magistrates, to inquire how the ministers confined 
and allowed to preach do observe the-c rules, shews that the, 
ministers who fail — will be undoubtedly censured, according 
to their supposed demerits, and we, boing straitened in our! 
conscience to give obedience to these canons, jtjdge it will be, 
— provoking to the magistrate, prejudicial to the people, ant| 
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hurtful to ourselves, to step in, and within a short time to be 
thrust out again for our contravention. 

They conclude with a humble request for the removal of 
the penal statutes, and for liberty without such restraints as 
are burdensome to their consciences and inconsistent with their 
principles 

About the end of October, Mr Gabriel Cuningham with 
some others were sent to Edinburgh with this paper, to see if 
the brethren in the east, who appeared most averse to the in- 
dulgence would concur with them in it. When Mr Cu- 
ningham presented it to them, they who were against the in- 
dulgence took it for a paper of reasons why the indulgence 
shoul<J not be complied with, and so it became the sub- 
ject of debate. But viewing it more narrowly, and find- 
ing that it w^s a complaint of grievances, upon the present-, 
ing of which to the council the complainers resolved to com- 
ply with the indulgence, the meeting divided upon it. They 
that were against the indulgence said, that this was a smooth 
way to help forward ministers who were clear to their churches. 
The others complained that the other party would not join 
with them in a testimony against what both reckoned sinful 
in the manner 6f granting the indulgence. They who could 
not comply answered, they were willing to testify jointly with 
them against what evils appeared in the indulgence, providing 
all would stand out and pot accept Sundry meetings were' 
spent in these debates. Their last meeting was on the 23d of 
December, when they came to no agreement, so that the 
above paper was dropt. A good number of the ministers en- 
tered into the churches where they had been formerly, and 
others upon a call, where the congregation was vacant, with 
the consent of the ministers of the bounds. And, since all 
hopes of a joint testimony was lost, several gave it from the 
jSulpit upon their first entrance, declaring against the erastian- 
ism in tihe indulgence. And some of them fell under no small 
difficulties on this head, as we shall relate in its proper place.' 

During tfhese debates, on the 5th of December, v William 
Foterfi^a of Quarreltoun, having been a long time In prison 
for his accession to Pentland, petitioned for liberty on account 
of his indisposition and the^reat poverty to which he was re- 
- duced. He was accordingly sent from Edinburgh prison to 
Dumbarton castle, and was suffered to go abroad in the day 
time upon giving bond and security under 10,000 merks to 
repair to the castle every night. During the last year and this, 
the lands of Barscob and those of Mr Gabriel Maxwell, with 
the estates of Rugland and Bedlane, were aH forfeited on ac- 
count of Pentland 

Several meaner persons suffered during the CQurse_ of . this^ 
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year; A poor parishionervof Abbotsrule was taken to be a 
soldier for not bearing the curate, and upon refusing was fined 
in 1001. Scots. John Ranken and James Dunlop in' Eglisham, 
James Brown in Muirzet, and John Foulis in Mearns, were 
brought in prisoners to Edinburgh for alledged corresponding 
with and receiving of some concerned in riots upon ministers. 
The Earls of Dumfries and Dundonald were appointed to 
examine into the affair. 

Matters were managed much the same way through 
the year 1673. But such was the partiality of the times to 
some, that though Mr Archibald Beeth, curate in Arran,had 
shot one Allan Gardiner merchant in Irvine, fot whieh he 
was condemned to be hanged at the cross of Edinburgh, yet 
he was pardoned, and his remission read in council on the 9th 
of January. 

On the 6th of February the council, in consequence of a 
petition from Mr Robert Hunter now minister at Borrow- 
stounness, ordered the stipend of the parish of Dunning, for 
the two last years which he served in that parish, to be paid 
him, and that letters of horning be directed for that effect, 
, On the 20th of that month they ordered the chancellor for 
.Fife, and Duke Hamilton for the west country, to inquire what 
magistrates and counsellors for burghs had not signed the de- 
claration ; and on the 7 th of Marcn, Upon receiving a com- 
plaint that Mr Row, who bad been translated from Batma^ 
clellan to the parish of Stonykirk, was hindered from taking* 
possession of it, ordered the cause to be inquired into; but no 
prosecution followed, Row at this time turning papist. 

As the second indulgence, of which I have given a pretty 
large account, was attended with no small difficulties to those 
ministers who accepted of it, it involved the rest of the ejected 
ministers, who could not comply, in great distress ; and som£ 
iiave thought it would have been a great happiness if none had 
accepted it, but strenuously adhered to their presbyterian com 
Tenanted principles. There were many named who did not 
and could not comply : Wherefore, on the 7th of March, the 
council, resolving to force them to their confinements in those 
parishes allotted for them, ordered all the outed ministers to 
Jremove five miles from Edinburgh, unless they immediately 
gave bond not to keep conventicles. And, on the 1 2th* such 
minister^ as had not entered on their confinements wers tailed 
before the council. There appeared Messrs Geo. Waugh, 
Robert Young, James Kirktoun, James Donaldson, Robert 
Lockhart* Matthew M'Kail, Patrick Anderson* Alexander 
Barton, James Hamilton, and William Thomson, and were- 
appointed to repair to their respective parishes of coqfmemei t 
by the first of J>ine next, under the pain -of being apprt&end- 
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ed as dcspisers of the king's authority. Orders we*e at the 
same time given to the king's forces, sheriffs find magistrates, 
to seize them wherever they could be found, if they did not 
obey thfe appointment. They generally- thanked the council 
for the time allowed them, and promised to take the matter 
under serious consideration. But when Mr Young came be- 
fore them, he complained of his having been unjustly turned 
out of his charge by Bishop Sharp, and begged their lordship 
to consider it. The bishop rose up, and alleged that he nad 
been orderly and justly deposed by him and the synod of Fife! 
Mr Young offered to prove upon his peril, by the date of his 
sentence, that he was deposed before the synod met Never- 
theless the chancellor; without taking any notice of his com- 
plaint", told him it was the -council's pleasure he should go to 
his confinement by the 1st of June. He answered, That he - 
was sorry that such a sentence was passed for n6 other reason 
than their pleasure, and hurribly protested that it might not 
prejudge him of reparation of the wrong done him by the 
bishop, and that his obedience to the council's pleasure should 
not involve him in any approbation of the complex act of ini 
dnlgence. Messrs Robert Maxwell, John Law, William Weir, 
James Walkinshaw, Alexander Jamieson and James Wallace, 
Were called, but being absent the matter was delayed. 

About this time a great turn of affairs happened in Eng- 
land, by which the measures of the cabal were disconcerted, 
whose great project was, as has been related, to establish pep- 
pery and render the king absolute. But, soon after the par- 
iiament met, the commons addressed the king to recal his 
declaration, since penal laws, in matters ecclesiastical, cannot 
be suspended but by a«t of parliament ; and, perceiving his 
majesty not inclined to this, they stopt their money-bilt 
Whereupon the king, being in want of money, was easily per- 
suaded to give up his indulgence, contrary to the advice of 
the cabal : and accordingly, on the 8th of March he called fof 
the declaration, and broke the seal with his own hands. This 
pleased the commons, but disgusted the cabal. Arlington had 
in some measure deserted them before ; but when Shaftsbury 
saw how unsteady iris majesty was, he concluded that he was 
not to he trusted ; and so, from beingthe head of the cabal* 
he became the head of the country-party.^ Immediately afte* 
this change in the earl of Shaftsbury, the commons passed flic* 
test aet, intitled, An act for preventing the dangers vkick may 
happen/ram popish recusants ; which having received the royal 
assent, most of thtf* Roman catholic officers quitted their' 
places. The l>uke of York resigned the office of lord high 
admiral, and Clifford that of high* treasurer. Thus the cabal 
was divided. But the king adjourned the parliament to the 
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20th of October, and from theiice to the 27tb» in order tode-, 
feat several bilk which were disagreeable to him. 

Had the managers in Scotland followed the example of the 
commons of England, instead of prosecuting their Protest** 
-brethren, at the instigation of a pack of impious prelates, re- 
ligion would have flourished, and a stop had been put to the 
growing progress of popery. It is true a clogged indulgence 
was granted, which many faithful ministers could not in con- 
science comply with. But then, to gratify the bishops, a most 
rigorous proclamation was emitted against conventicles, requir- 
ing all heritors, life-renters, and wadsetters to inform the coun- 
cil, or the sheriff of the shire, steward of the stewartry, &c of 
house or field conventicles kept within the bounds of their re- 
spective lands ; and signifying, that if they do not give such in- 
formation in three days alter the conventicle is kept, they shall 
be fined in the fourth part of the yearly valued rent of their 
whole lands within the shire where the conventicle shall b$ 
kept; one third part of which was for the sheriff, and the 
other for the informer, and the rest for the king's use. Which 
fcrious proclamation occasioned very terrible oppression in 
many places. 

Two days before this Mr Robert Gillespie was before th* 
council, and owned he had kept one conventicle in the town 
of Falkland ; but refusing to inform against any present,- was 
ordered, to be sent prisoner to the Bass, where he continued 
till the beginning of next year, when he was let out for some 
time on account of his health. 

On the 7th of May a letter from the king, dated the 29th 
of April, was read in council, signifying that the States, with 
whom he was at -war, -had a design to raise troubles in the 
west of Scotland, and therefore requiring them to suppress 
conventicles, and secure the west country. Upon this letters 
were wrote to Duke Hamilton, and tbse Earls of Eglintpun 
and Cassils. 1 But it is plain the king had not more loyal 
subjects tbap these who were now persecuted, who complied 
with every thing becoming faithful subjects, so that there was* 
Mot the least ground for any innuendos of this nature. 

When the 29th of May came, the* bishops got another' 
handle for oppressing the presbyterian ministers. . None 
of the indulged observed this anniversary* If indeed thei* 
week-days sermon fell on that day, they preached as usua^ 
but without taking notice of that solemnity. And therefore, 
*>n the 1 2th of June, letters were by the council directed 
against them in the shires of ^Lyr, Lanark, arid Kirkcudbright^ 

The same day another letter, dated the S 1st of May, came 
from his majesty to the council, approving of their conduct as . 
to the indulged, and requiring them to prosecute those who* 
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would ttdt comply ; and, for preserving peace and order with- 
in the diocese of Glasgow, to give a commission to Duke Ha- 
milton, the Earls of Linlithgow, Dumfries, and Dundonald, 
and the president, or any two of them, to put in execution the 
laws and acts of council in relation to church-affairs, and to 
Inquire into what disorders have been, or may be committed 
within that diocese, and to call before them sheriff*} justices, 
&c. who have been or shall be negligent hi executing the laws 
against conventicles, deserting the kirks, irregular baptism* 
and marriages, &c. When this letter was read in council,, 
all the memoers were not pleased with it, especially with the 
trommission they were ordered to give ; so that it was the 
end of July before a return was made, whiqh shall be related 
in its proper place. 

, Meanwhile the council, on the 19th of June, recommended 
to the lords of session to grant no suspensions upon sentences 
passed on account of church -irregularities, that so nothing 
might hinder tjieir execution. 

About the end of June, Mr Alexander Peden, late miniate* 
of New Glenluce in Galloway, a man of .singular piety, zeal, 
and faithfulness, and of whom many remarkable tilings are 
related, was apprehended by Major Cockburn in the house 
of Hugh Ferguson of Knockdow in Carrick, who had oblige 
ed him to stay that nifrht in his house. They were both car- 
ried prisoners to Edinburgh On the 26th of June the coun- 
cil appointed the register and advocate to examine him ; and* 
upon their report, he was sent to the Bass, where he con- 
tinued to the year 1678. Mr Ferguson was fined in 100O 
merks for harbouring and conversing with ~hipi ; and the 
council ordered 501. -sterling to be paid to Cockburn out of 
the fines, and 251. to be distributed at his pleasure among the 
soldiers under his command. Mr Patrick Simpson, the in- 
dulged minister at Kilmacolm, sent him and the other pri* 
soners a charitable supply of money, for which Mr Peden af- 
terwards thanked him. ^ 

-, About this time began the prosecution of the indulged mi* 
nisters for not observing the 29th of May. On the 3d of 
<July many of theni appeared and owned they had not obser- 
ved that day* and were not cl6ar in their own minds to keejl 
tany anniversary holidays pf human; institution. While they 
were before the council some of them, were interrogated as to 
other things besides the anniversary, such as their baptizing 
{children in the parishes of conformists without testimonials, and 
if they had observed the council's instructions which were sent 
then* with acts of indulgence ; and when one of them answer- 
ed, that he had not sees the instructions spoke of, he was told 
by the chancellor* that that had beeti a neglect, but they should 
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all see them ; and accordingly they were ordered to attend on 
the 8th for that purpose, andi to receive their sentence for not 
observing the ?9th of May. ■ ' / 

Meanwhile the ministers had frequent meetings among them- 
selves, to consult how to act when the instructions should be 
delivered to them. A paper was drawn up by way of testi- 
mony. ; but they not agreeing to subscribe it, Mr George Hut- 
chison was appointed to speak, in the name of the rest, the 
sense of these impositions, in case they were intimated to them. 
But then some condemned their conduct in not fixing the time 
when Mr Hutchison should have delivered their sentiments, 
that being left to his own prudence ; for they thought he 
should have delivered his own and t;he sentiments of his breth- 
ren when ever the council's instructions were proposed to be 
presented. Others again thought it was time enough when Mr 
Hutchiscm himself should be called for. However, as the in- 
structions related to them all, and as a testimony was judged 
proper against every unlawful incroachment upon the exercise 
of 'their ministry, I leave it to the reader to judge whether this 
should not have been delivered before any one of their number 
had received them. But to come to matter of fact. 

On the 8th of July the following ministers appeared before 
the council, viz. Messrs Anthony Murray, John Hamilton, 
John Oliphant, James Curry, John Lauder, John Stirling, 
James Hutcheson, John Eccles, Andrew Dalrymple, John 
Gemble, Hugh Campbell, Alexander Blair, James Veitch, John 
Hutcheson, Robert Millar, George Ramsay, John Bell, Ralph 
Roger, William TullidafF, George Hutcheson, John Spalding, 
John Wallace, and William Maitland, and were fined in the 
half of their stipend' for the crop and year 1673, except the 
three last, who preached on that day. And Messrs John Craw- 
ford, John Baird, and WilHam Fullertoh not appearing were 
denounced rebels^ ' * . \ ( 

i This being clone, the lords, on the same day, ordered the 
instructions to be delivered openly to the ministers present, 
that none miglit pretend ignorance. A list of them was drawn 
up, and every one was called in order of the list, and asked if 
hre had a copy of his instructions j if he had he was dismissed, 
but if not the clerk delivered liim a copy. 'It happened that 
Mr Hutcheson's name was towards the end of the list ; and he 
not offering to speak till his name should be called, some be-* 
gan to question whether he would speak at all, and. therefore 
resolved to speak for themselves. ', .. : 

Accordingly, when the t;lerk delivered the paper to Mr 
Alexander Blair, minister at Galstoim, he being Iniovcd with 
zeal, and ^remembering whose ambassador he was,^ told the 
council plainly, that Tie could receive no instructions from them 

vojl. u ' . S 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



27* THE tflStOKY OF THE CHAP. IX. 

to regulate him m the exercise of his ministry, otherwise he 
should not be ChYistf s ambassador but theirs ; and then he let 
their instructions drop out of his hand, knowing no other 
satoo or manner of testifying for the truth. This plain dealing 
so exasperated them, that they immediately drdered hhn to 
be committed to prison, where he continued til! near the end 
of the year, when, by reason of his sickness, he was let out, 
upon finding security in the sam of 5000 merks that he should 
re-enter in a month's time ; but his indisposition continuing, 
his liberty was lengthened for another fortnight, and before 
that expired his glorious Master sent and rescued him from 
the rage of his- persecutors, and the reproaches of his desert- 
ing brethren ; and the sound of, Well done good and faithful 
servant filling his ears, made him shut his eyes, singing, and 
give up the ghost with joy, and in full assurance of iaith. 

Sundry of his brethren looked upon his testimony as unsea- 
sonable-, but whether it had not been better for them all to 
have unanimously joined him in the same open and free de-* 
claration, must be left- with the reader. When Mr Hutchi- 
son was called he discoursed concerning the difference between 
the civil and church government, and their different powers 
formal and objective, intrinsic and extrinsic, and endeavoured 
to qualify what Mr Blair had said. But it is plain that they 
who could not comply with the indulgence never questidned 
the magistrate's kwful authority. After Mr Blair was impri- 
soned* Mr Hutchison and some others went to the chancellor, 
and other counsellors,, and spoke to the same purpose with 
him, and begged favour for him ; bat that was t not granted %. 
for the chancellor told them, it was not the matter but' the 
manner of his speaking that had irritated them. 

Oh the 10th of July, Messrs John Macmichan of t)afry, 
Johii Semple at Carsphairn, and John Cant of Kells, wete 
fined, for not observing the/anniversary. 

On the 25th the commission to the five person* mentioned 
iti the Mtfofs letter of the 3Tst of May wa$ agreed upon, and 
die couftcu at the same time wrote to his majesty, signifying, 

* that he had granted, the commission appointed f but hnmb^ 

* proposed that Jiis majesty would, consider, .\tfneth£f the right 

* settling the affairs, of the church and public peace in the cfio- 

* cese of Glasgow-* he proper to be left in the hands of so few/ 
It was some time before they had a return. 

Meanwhile, on the fttst, they fined Messrs John Scot at 
Oxnam, James Fletcher at Newthfery, add Robert Mowat sit 
tferriot, as above, for not keeping the £9th of May. The 
sanieday fife Alexander Wedderburn was committed to prisotr 
because he confessed that he Jiad preached ind pr&y£d in 'firs 
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own hou£e, several being present besides his own family, till 
lie either found security, under 5000 nierks, not to keep ano- 
ther conventicle, or take upon him a voluntary banishment. 
However,* in about a month's time they ordered him *to be 
confined to the town of Kilmarnock. 

And on the said 31st of July they ordered a party of the 
guards to bring in Mr William Weir, the indulged minister at 
West Calder, prisoner to the tolbooth of Edinburgh, because, 
for satisfying his conscience* he received a call from some of 
the heritors and people. In his first sermon he declared his 
adherence to the solemn league and covenant, and did not 
acknowledge the power either of king or bishop in matters 
belonging to the church of Christ. In short, he preached 
against the supremacy, prelacy and anniversary holy-days of 
human appointment. This plainly shewed that the council, 
by their act of indulgence, aimed* among other things, at the 
establishment of the supremacy and ffrfelacy ; so, thaJt the very 
speaking against these things wasjuuged criminal. How far 
'tjieii tlu^y Who kept silence are to be justified, I leave with the 
reader. Mr Weir soon after this Went io Itefeutd, where hfc 
Continued till 1687, when lie was called to 1ms former charge 
at Linlitbgotf, where he remained till his death in July 1695. 
The gentlemen formerly mentioned, as Kersland, xMa&et* 
Quarreltoun, Bedkne, and others knpristmed for non-con- 
formity, were this year continued in their prisons. But the 
severity agdtist Sir Andrew Kennedy of CJawfoami, rfftfer ikfe 
revolution lord conservator in the Low Countries, is not to 1ae 
Omitted ; for, on the 20th of August* lie was, by a sentence 
of the justiciary, denounced a rebel, ordaitted to beput to the 
hotti, and his moveable goods confiscated for his majesty's use,' 
The sentence bears that Mr Robert Mactfard late minister at 
♦QJasgoKv, Mr Robert Traii at Edinburgh, Mr John Living- 
s£on at Ancrum, Mr John Brown at Wamphray, and others, 
having retired to Holland, l«ad contrived most treasonable 
deigns against his majesty's, person and government, and for. 
involving thSir country in the eakmittes of a idvH war, arid, 
in order to this, <bad composed sundry seditious books and 
pamphlets, as Nuphtali, Juspoptdi vi-ndkafam> <fte» and s&t 
tbem to be dispeiised thtougfe ihe'coimtryu to CfJufivm those 
of their dwn principles, and to- secluce others', ttmt tbey stir- 
red up the States to tfcake *war ogrfnst the. king; and sent 
home or endeavoured to »sendlw>mfe,arip^^. 'had kept corres-. 
pondence with disloyal said seditious ^persons, fcraeng whom 
the said Mr Andrew Kennedy was employed i ithatheiiad re- 
ceived and dispersed the said books, I. fee. kepi correspondence 
with them, and otherwise promobed their designs, and so was 
j accessary io the drimis' of treason, and was in absence asn- 
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fenced as above. The reader is here to observe, *that this 
sentence was grounded on notorious falsehoods •, for the mini- 
sters above mentioned never stirred up the. States to war, nor 
promised x the least assistance in Scotland. And though some 
of them were the authors of the books mentioned, yet the 
books speak for themselves ; and what is said concerning Mr 
Kennedy's dispersing those books is absolutely false. 

Many were the exorbitant fines that were imposed upon 
gentlemen in the shires of Dumbarton, Lanark, Ayr, Galloway, 
Dumfries, and Renfrew. To give the reader a specimen of 
the oppressions of some of the king^ best subjects, merely for 
non-conformity, i shall in this place subjoin an account of 
the fines imposed on some gentlemen in the shire of Renfrew 
v alone* Thus, . \ 

Sir George Maxwell of Newark, for three 
years absence from his parish- church, 
3 1 ,2001. For a weekly conventicle dur- 
ing that time, 62,4001. For three dis- L. s. d. 
orderly baptisms^ 12001. in all - - .- - 94,800 
The laird of Duchal, now Porterfields, for 

the like atrocious crime - - - - - 84,400 
William (^ningham of Carncurran - - 15,833 6 8 
John Maxwell otDargavel - - - - - 18,900 

John Brisbane of Freeland 3,900 

Gavin WaHrinshaw of that ;lk - - - - . 12,429 

' Sir John Maxwell of Nether-pollock - - 93,600 
Matthew Stewart in Mearns - - - - - 6,399 

John Follock of Fakide - - V - - - - 3,510 

James Hamilton ofLangtoun ...... - - >. 18*42 7 

' Mr James Pollock of Balgray ... -, - 15,833 6 6 

Extending in all to 368,031 13 4 

. . And in.stfcrling to 30*669 6 1 

A monstrous sum to be imposed upon eleven persons in one 
shire ; and, had the whole sum been levied, the gentlemen 
siust have been ruined. There was a composition made, and 
they were greatly harrassed till: it t was exactly paid.' My 
author could not give the dale when these* fines.- wer£ l$id on ; 
but, as this was the third year since they were enacted by the 
parliament, he inserts them in this place* And, as the facts 
- jire certain, the impartial reader cannot, I am. persuaded, 
think of such a government without abhorrence* 

These hardships andi severities ' opened thecyes of several 
t ministers who had. conformed to \prelacy r to see the evil of 
r their way. We 1 related the. conduct of the- two excellent 
-.brothers* Master* Alexander and John. Car mkhael. This 
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year the Rev. Mr Thomas Forester minister at Alva, and af- 
ter the revolution professor of divinity at St Andrews, having 
had for some time, several difficulties in his own mind con- 
cerning conformity, abandoned prelacy. He had ever since 
the beginning of this year deserted their meetings ; and there- 
fore, on the 7th of August, the clerk of the presbytery of 
Stirling, by their order, sent him a letter, finding fault for his 
non-attendance, and ordering Kim to attend at their ©ext 
meeting on the 26th. To which Mr Forester in a letter, 
gave in his reasons why he could not attend ; as, * l. Because 

< it was evident, By the then standing acts relating to religion 

* and church government, that all-power or jurisdiction in. the ' 
«' church, or its assemblies, was fountained in, derived from, 

« or ultimately referable into the magistrate's civil power, 

* which, says he, I judge to be contraVy to the word of God; 
4 the confessions of reformed churches, and our own church's 
« judgment ; consequently the keeping of the meetings, a 

* badge of the acknowledgment of the lawfulness of- this 
4 frame to be unlawful, this frame of church-government be* 

* ing clearly proved unlawful by such as have written against 

* erastianism. 2. Because I find, since our first reformation, 
c several oaths, vows, and solemn engagements upon this 

< church and nation, against the prelatic frame of govern- 
4 ment, the obligations whereof I could never find convin- 

< cingly disproved, but upoa some search am persuaded that 

* the same are still binding on> the nations and posterity. 3. 
4 Upon some search into the -controversy of church-govern* 

* mcnt, I have for a considerable time entertained the per- 

* suasion of the unlawfulness of the prelatic frame, as contrary 
4 to the prescriptions set down in the word. If these fpuoda* 
4 trons hold, the unlawfulness of the meetings .cannot be que6~ 
' tioned, and, so long as I*ara thus persuaded, I cannot aU 
« tend upon them in fiuth. ; ■ > ; 

These reasons he enlarged, illustrated, aad abundantJy 
confirmed in a long paper whkh-he sent to the brethren of the 
exercise, which the reader will find in Wodrow s s appendix to 
Book II. No. 66. which I cannot insert in this, piace. Mr 
Forester was upon this obliged to quit his charge at Alva. 
Then he joined the persecuted pr^sbyterians, and preached, 
or according to the dialect of these times, kept conventicles, 
as he nad occasion, which brought upon Jiim the rage of the 
persecutors, as shall be related in the course of the following 
year. 

On, the third of "September, the council had a letter from 
his majesty, wherein he complains that the outed ministers 
had not been cited in the terms of his letter of the 3 1st of 
May, and tells them, that the power of the five proposed. 
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was not at aH privative of the council's poorer. Jn short* in 
die close, the commission was dropt, and thq cocmeU warned 
to take special care of the diocese of Glasgow. Several were 
pleased with this, and immediately all tbe ejected ministers 
m and about Edinburgh were caikd to hear their sentence to 
repair to the parishes of their confinement , and power was 
given to the chancellor and Barf of Athol to authorize 
whom they pleased to apprehend aH who ha,d been at field- 
con ven ticks, and either send them to Edinburgh, or oblige 
them to find security for their appearance. 

Next day, those ejected ministers, who had no particular 
parish assigned, were ordered ^o repair io such parislics as 
should Be named by the conncit Accordingly Mr John 
Park was ordered to confine himself to the parish of Kil- 
mawers, ,' ftfr John Krtox to West-caHer, Messrs Robert 
Fleming, Thomas Hogg, John lidderdale and Alexander 
Hutchison, not appearing, were ordere4 to ^ apprehended 
wherever they should be found. And on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, sentence was passed against all the ejected ministers 
who bad not accepted the indtdgence," except two or three 
who made some excuse, and they were ordered to be de- 
nounced on the 6tb of November ; this was t}ic case particu- 
larly with Messrs William Mein, James Donaldson, and 
WiHiam Creigkton. But Messrs James Kiftkton, Robert 
Loekhart, John Waugh, and Thomas Melvil were excused. 

But the ministers who continued in the country, and could 
not comply with the council's orders, were brought to no* 
smajl difficidttes. About eight of them met together, and 
drew up the reasons of Jheir non-compliance, among whom 
vras the Rev. Mr John Burnet, minister at Kilbryde near 
Glasgow, who,*being summoned before the council, could not 
frppear on account of his bodily indisposition. Nevertheless 
he thought it his' duty to give an open ai^d plain account of 
his reasons to the council, and therefore drew them up in 
writing to be presented ; but though his sickness, of , which 
he died about the end of this year, prevented this, yet he sent 
the paper to the chancellor without altering its form or 
style. As he left it as his testimony, it is fully recorded in 
the history of indulgence, from whence I give the following 
large abstraet thereof. 

1 "OEING called before his majesty's privy-council* to give 
-" an account of the reasons why I have not accepted of 
thispresent indulgence- — I shall permit these things briefly. 
i* Tnat it is well known, — that the constitution and go- 
vernment of this — church of Scotland* for many years, arid 
particularly in the year 1660, was framed according to the 
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word of God, confirmed by many — laws of the kingdom, and 

solemnly worn io by all *anks within the same. 8. It is also 

found— that tbia ancient and spostcJic government is wholly 

overturned in its very species and kind^by the inUod»efcia*i 

-of lorldy prelacy. — 3» The sad effects of these things are coo- 

spicuously apparent 09 the fece of the cfatarch this day, swch 

1m u*y>olving the land in great backsliding mid defeetibj* $ the 

abounding ignorance and atheism; — the increase of popery 

-find error, — the ;sherp sagerings of many of big tn^esty's 

loyal subjects, &c, 4* Whatever power sound — $vine8 ae- 

. knowledge the magnate to have,-*-in a troubled and extra- 

•ordinary state of the churqb, yet it & not yielded— thai be 

may any way* alter Hs wawrantably established government, 

Mfm ao turn Chat sa^ie troubled and perplexed state of the 

*J»ircb*made*obybii»6elfi to he the subject of bis magtefcerial 

authoritative care nftd operation. 5* That I be not mistaken, 

-denying to his majesty his just power in ecclesiastic raafcteai, 

I,<7~with great alacrity, acknowledge that the civil i&agUtrote 

hath a power circa s^cra, which power is objectively $ccjesi*fr- 

*i<V so as he, by his royal authority, naay enjoin that tyhvtw*. 

ever is commanded by {he-God of heaven may be diligtnth/ done 

for the home qf the Gotl qf ' hewxn j whkh power also is by 

God's appointment only cumulative and auxiliary tq the 

church, not privative nor dejtroetive, and is to be exercised 

always in a civil manner*. As to the reasons of my not #cr 

cejitance— they are, ' 

i. That our Lord Japua Christ, Mediator, the king mi 
lawgiver of his own church, hath committed all ministerial 
authority, for government of his hoase, to his own church- 
.oflicers, as the first proper subject .and receptacle of it, Jobs 
xx- 2U fl$atth. x*viii. 18, 19, 20, 2 Con x. & But-~-tbe act 
expiatory of bis majesty's supremacy in the churcji (where- 
upon the act of unlulge^ce is grounded) doth not only claim 
the power to belong of right to his majesty and his si^cces* 
$ors, as an inherent privilege of the crown, but doth actually 
also invest him with the formal excise thereof in his own 
person, and that— he may convey it to others, as in his royal 
wisdom he shpJl think fit ; for his majesty ia pWased to desist 
pnd make^pplication of ministers to congregations, and that 
without the previous cajl of the people wm poww of $te pres? 
byteryjr-to frame and prescribe eeciej*i$£rieal rules relating 
to the exercise of the ministerial office* afcd appoint 2* eon*» 
mission to plant and transplant ministers as they shall think 
fit, notwithstanding it hath been unanswerably evinced^ thai 
presbyterial government is founded on the w c ord of Gody aixJ 
confinned o^rwi§€? ftbuiKl^wtly. . ; . , '; 
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II. Although I freely— condemn all — seditious meetings, 
(among whom it is sad— that the peaceable meetings of the 
Lord's people for worship — should be reckoned) yet I am* so 
convinced — of the Lord's blessing attending the preaching of 
the gospel, though not in 3 parish-church, that I judge the 
narrative of the first act to go near to involve my acceptance 
of this indulgence, as being an interpretative condemning of 
the said meetings. # 

III. There is a standing relation between me and another 
flock, over which I was set by the appointment of Jem 
Christ in his word, which tie can never really be dissolved by 
any other power than that which at first did make it up and 
give it a.being. And after I had ten years during the Eng- 
lish usurpation, wrestled in opposition to Quakers and inde- 
pendents, I was, without any ecclesiastic sentence, thrust front 
the public exercise of my ministry in that place, where there 
will be 1200 examinable persons, of which there were never 
SO, to this day, who have subjected themselves to him who is 
called the regular incumbent, — Now what a door is hereby 
opened to error, atheism, and protarieness ? — And what a grief 
must it be to those to have their own lawful pastor shut up in a 
corner ? — Or how can any new relation subsist between another 
flock and fne, by virtue of an act of a mere civil judicature ? 
Besides, the people in whom I have present interest *re ut- 
terly rendered hopeless by a clause in the end of the first act, 
That the indulgence is not hereafter to be extended to any 
other congregation than those mentioned in the act, whereof, 
they in that parish are none. , 

IV. Though I will not— debate the magistrate's sentence of 
confinement, yet — there are so many things attending the ap- 
plication of it to my person, that it cannot be expected I 
should give that obedience to it which nlight infer my own 
consent or approbation ; for, 1. This confinement— is a very 
sharp punishment as k is circumstantiated. 2. All punish- 
ments-bought to relate to some cause or crime, and cannot be 
done arbitrarily without oppression, Acts xxv 27. — yet I am 
sentenced and sent in fetters to a congregation, without so 
much as being charged with anytrime. ft. If my confine- 
ment relate not to any crime, it must needs relate to a design, 
viz. that I snould preach, &c, wholly at the appointment and 
disposal of the civil magistrate. — Now this design, however 
closely covered, I dare not in conscience, yea, I cannot' (with 
the preservation of my—principles) concur with, or consent 
thereto. 4. By the confinement I am put to an open shame 
befere the wbrkV-and 1 particularly in that place where I am 
permitted to preach the gospel} for* what weight can my 
preaching or ministerial acts ot discipline and government have, 
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while I myself am — dealt with as a^ malefactor and trans- 
gressor, a rebel or traitor to niy prince and nation i Or how can 
I preach against the sins of the times,- — while the sword of the 
magistrate is continually at- my throat ?— 5* This confinement 
is not simply or mainly of my person* — hot it is of the office 
itself, —while it is not of me alone, but of all the presbyterian 
ministers in Scotland, a very few only excepted ; and, while , 
the. propagation of^the gospel - is hereby manifestly obstructed j 
we are cut off from the discharge of many necessary duties 
we owe to the church «nd nation,-»-while she is in hazard to be 
swallowed 1 up with a swarm of Jesuits, quakers, &c;,and while 
three parts of the kingdom are groaning under the want of 
the word ferth&lly preached, and some few shires in the west 
are made,- as it were, the common jail of all the ministers that 
are permitted to preach. By this confinement I lose an es- 
sential part of my ministry, which is the exercise of jurisdic- 
tion and church-government — a priueipal part of which is or- 
dination, for preserving a succession of faithful men in the 
church-.— 

V. As for the permission- I have to preach when confined 
—while I look on it abstractly, it is a very great favour, but 
take it without the previous call of the people, the authority 
and assistance of a presbytery,— and without the exercise of 
discipline and government — it is lame, Again, take it with 
the confinement, and other clogs and caveats contained in the 
2d act, &c. — I have it to consider, whether this my permis- 
sion be not putting my neck under a heavier yoke, than— be? 
fore. . 

VI. The last reason, for brevity, is from the dependence 
this act — of indulgence hath upon the late explanatory act of 
his majesty's supremacy, when — the estates of parliament — 
declare, that his majesty hath the supreme authority and su- 
premacy over all persons, and in all causes ecclesiastic within 
this kingdom ; — that, by virtue thereof, the ordering and 
disposal of the external government of the church doth pro- 
perly belong to his majesty and his successors, as- an inherent 
right of the crown ; ami that his majesty and successors may 
settle— such constitutions, &c. concerning the external go- 
vernment of the church, •and the persons employed in it, and 
concerning all ecclesiastical meetings and matters, — as they, 
in their royal wisdom, shall think fit. Again, — the particulars, 
of the act of indulgence are of the same nature ami kind with 
the articles' explanatory of his majesty's supremacy, viz. to set- 
tie, enact,* emit* acts and orders, concerning matters, meetings 
and pers6£us; ecclesiastic, according to their royal pleasure — > 
The rCilestfnd instructions for limiting ministers^ in the oxeicise 
of theii; office, — are as I declare I cannot accept of them, or 
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any other favour whatever, upon such terms and coikU«- 
tions; because they contain the downright exercise of eras<- 
tianism.' — 

He concludes with an earnest desire that God would put 
k in the king's heart to grant ministers Jiberty tp make fuB 
proof of their ministry, that they might l|ave an opportunity 
to shew that that government which Christ has appointee, 
doth well consist with the magistrate's civil government in 
the state % and that presbyterian ministers may aave access to 
his majesty for representing just grievances. 

The eight ministers drew up their reasons wiry they could 
not comply with the council's orders, but their paper was 
never presented ; and as it is to the same purpose with Mr 
Burnet's-. I shall not insert it here. It was subscribed by 
Messrs Hugh Smith, John Burnet, Robert Fleming, John 
Blackaddea*, David Hume, Alexander Jamieson, George 
Campbell, and Donald Cargill. Mr Burnet was a minister 
of great solidity and learning, and singularly useful in reclaim* 
ing Quakers in that neighbourhood. And, says my author, 
though he had no freedom to faU in with the indulgence him- 
self, yet he both heard some of the indulged ministers, and 
pressed his people to do so likewise. He aied in great peace 
and full assurance 22d of December this year. 

We have hinted a little concerning the proceedings of tbe 
English parliament, which had beea adjojirned to the 27A 
of October, On the S 1st, the commons went in a body, ant} 
presented a dutiful address against the Duke of York's mar* 
riage with the Princess of Modena. But not receiving any 
satisfying answer, they proceeded farther, and voted the stand- 
ing army a grievance, and prepared an address accordingly. 
But, ou the 4ih of November, when the commons were tq 
present it, the king came unexpectedly to the house of peers 
and sent for them* It happened that the speaker arid the 
usher of the black-rod met both at the door of the house ; 
lW, as the speaker was within, the door was immediately 
shut against the usher. The speaker was forced into the 
chair ; and, while the usher continued knocking, the house 
voted, 1. That the alliance with France was a grievance. 2, 
JTluit the evil counsellors about the king were a grievance. 
And, 3. That the Duke of Lauderdale was a grievance, and 
not fit to be trusted or employed in any office or place of trust. 
Upon which there was a general cry, To the question^ to the 
question ! but the black-rod continued knocking, the speaker 
|eaped out of the chair, and rose in great confusion. Wbeii 
tlie commons went to the house of Lords, the kiug prorogued 
jthe parliament to the 7th of January, during which prorog*- 
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tion the Duke of York's marriage was consummated on the 
2 1st of November- 

The Duke of Lauderdale l>eing thus voted a grievance by 
the commons of England, made the best of his way to Scot- 
land, whoie, in the month of December, he held his fourth 
session (^parliament. When the parliament was opened, 
£he king's letter was read, desiring their assistance in carrying 
on the war with Holland, assuring them of his affection in 
very kind words ; and likewise told them, < That one of the 
prii^cipal reasons of keeping this session of parliament is, that 
effectual courses may be laid downfor suppressing and curb- 
ing the insolent field-conventicles and other seditious practi- 
ces, — and that if fairness will not do, force must compel the 
' refractory to be peaceable and obey the law.' The duke se- 
conded the letter with a speech to the same purpose ; but 
providence interposed, so that no new laws were made in this 
session against the prcsbyterians ; for the duke soon found 
that a strong party was formed against him ; for when it was 
moved, « that a committee be appointed to draw up an an- 
swer to his majesty's letter, Duke Hamilton moved that the 
state of the nation might be considered, in order to the re- 
dress of grievances, some of whom he mentioned. And then* 
according to concert, about twenty metnbers, one after anew 
ther, spoke to several particulars. Some mentioried the salt* 
others the tobacco and brandy ; some complained of the ad- 
ministration of justice, and others of the coin.' In short, 
warm debates arose. And when the commissioner appeared 
with some briskness for a supply to his majesty, one of the 
members asked, Whether this was a free parlianfent or not Y 
Sir Patrick Hume of Polwart, and several other gentlemen, 
spoke with great freedom and plainness. So that now Lau- 
derdale had the mortification to find himself voted a grievance 
by the Commons of England, and his measures opposed in 
Scotland, and therefore he had no other shift but to adjourn 
the parliament. 

About this time a breach happened between Lauderdale 
and Dr Burnet, afterwards bishop of Sarum, the effect of 
which was, that the doctor, in the year 1675, turned informer 
against the duke in the house of commons. But I now go on to 

CHAP. X. 

Qfthe State and Sufferings of the Presbyterians during the years 
1674 and 1675. 

rWlHE managers in Scotland still persisted in prosecuting the 

■*■ non-conformists, so that many of them were forced to wan- 

1 der from place to place to avoid the fury of their oppressor^. 
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Lauderdale stood his ground notwithstanding all the attempts 
made against him. But T shall relate the transactions, as near 
as possibles in the order of time wherein they happened. 

On the 8th of January Mr Matthew Mackail, minister at 
Bothwell, waj let out of prison, where he had bea^for some 
time, but, refusing to engage not to preach, was cormned ta the 
• parish of Carlouk, and a bond was given for his appearance 
when called. He had preached to upwards of 1000 people in 
the fields, in the year 1669, from Isa. xxxii. 5. but though that 
sermon made great noise, yet it does not appear he was troubled ' 
for it. 

On the 25th of January the parliament was farther pro- 
rogued to March. The bishops had conceived great hopes of 
accomplishing their designs at this parliament, and for this end 
many things were collected as grievances to be laid hefore the 
house, particularly' in a paper drawn up by the synod of** Glas- 
gow in October last, viz. l. That conventicles still abounded 
more publicly and avowedly than ever, and that by some who 
never entered upon.trials before any church judicatory, which, 
by the way, was false, for Messrs Maxwell, Crawford, Wod- 
rowy Corbet, and others mentioned, were examined and licen- 
sed by Presbyterian ministers, according to the acts of general 
assemblies. 2. That the indulged ministers did not observe the 
council's rules. 3. That meeting-houses were erected. 4. That 
in one of them, at Kilsyth, the preacher cursed the king, his 
council, and all the royal family ; but, had that been true, it is . 
surprising the preacher was not laid hold on, the managers not 
being- accustomed to let such affronts slip through their fingers. 
5. That the tutors of noblemen and gentlemen's sons were ill 
principled, and poisoned their pupils. 6. That conventicles and 
indulged ministers preached sedition — * — 14. The 29th of 
May not observed. 1 5. Several horrid crimes were, say they, 
committed at conventicles, as incest, bestiality, murder of chil- 
dren ; besides frequent adulteries,* and other acts of wickedness. 
But this is altogether calumnious, and may put us in mind of 
the reproaches cast upon the, meetings of the primitive Chris T 
tians by their virulent persecutors. From such innuendos as 
thes^ that vile pamphlet intitled, The Spirit of Popery speaiihg 
out of the Mouths of Fanatical Protestants^ was published some 
years after this, but was sufficiently answered, and the lies and 
forgeries contained in it abundantly detected, by the Rev. Mr 
Matthew Crawford. The 10th and last grievance they men r 
tion was the increase of popery ; but that gave them little un- 
easiness. As for some of these things, they were owned by 
the sufferers, as practices upon which they did suffer, and what 
they judged consonant to their principles. Whether these 
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grievances were presented i know not ; but if they were laid bo- 
fore the commissoner and council, yet the proceedings at this 
time in England, and the difference between the two dukes in 
Scotland, prevented the gratification of the persecuting clergy 
at this juncture. 

As soo^^s the prorogation of the parliament was known, 
Duke Hamilton and others went to court, to lay before the 
king the grievances of the nation. Religion was overlooked 
by both parties. And though the king blamed Hamilton for 
raising heats in the parliament, yet he dismissed them with .pro- " 
misses that it should sit in March, and all their grievances be 
considered. Accordingly they all hasted home ; but, when 
they were met, Lauderdale produced a letter from his majesty 
adjourning them till October. 

Meanwhile, about the beginning of January, Mr James 
Mitchel was discovered, and apprehended by "Sir William 
Sharp and two of his brother's servants, and was by the chan- 
cellor's order, made close prisoner. On the 10th of February 
he was examined by the lord chancellor, lord register, lord 
advocate, and lord Halton, and denied the assassination of 
the archbishop (but, being taken apart by the chancellor, he 
confessed, having got assurance of his life) t that it was he who 
shot the bishop of Orkney while aiming at the archbishop. 
Lord Halton, in a letter to the earl of Kincardin, said, That 
he thought his punishment would be the loss of his hand, and 
perpetual imprisonment in the Bass. On the 12th of February 
he was examined before the council, and said nothing but 
what he had said before the committee. He was then remit- 
ted to the justice-court to receive his indictment and sentence; * 
to have his right-hand cut oft* at the cross of Edinburgh, and 
the forfeiture of his goods and posterity, which last part was 
not to be executed till his majesty be acquainted,. v because > 
says Lord Halton in a second letter to Kincardin, assurance 
of his life was given him upon his confession. , 

On the 16th of February he wrote a large letter from pri- 
son, to a friend, vindicating his practice, and owning the -prin- 
ciples upon which he Went. 

But while this affair was on the carpet, the Rev. Mr Forester 
was apprehended by fche magistrates of Stirling, for preachy ; 
ing in private families in that town •, for which good services 
the magistrates had a letter of thanks from the council, and 
had blanks sent them that they might fill them up with names, 
and with the charges they were at, to bring in 'whom they 
pleased to Edinburgh, whither Mr Forester was carried under 
a guard, and where lie continued till the indemnity in Marc!;, 
when he was set at liberty. , 
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But to return to Mr Mitchcl. On the 2d of March he was 
brought before the lords of judiciary , and indicted for being 
concerned in Pentland, and for the attempt on the archbishop 
of St Andrews. But he pleading not guilty, and insisted that 
the things alleged against him should be proved*. The lord* 
postponed the affair till the 25th. fe 

Meanwhile the council made an act, March 12th, in which, 
it was specified, that Mr James Mitchel < confessed his firing 
the pistol at the archbishop of St Andrews, upon assurance 1 
given him of his life, by one of the committee who had a war- 
rant from the lord commissioner and secret council to give 
the same, and therefore did freely confess, &c/ In the said 
act, which Mr Wocjrow has given at length, p. 376, it was de- 
clared, that, on account of his refusing to adhere to his con- 
fession, the promises , made to him were void, and that the 
lords of justiciary and jury ought to proceed against him with- 
out any regard to these. 

The 19tb, several who were imprisoned at Edinburgh, for 
disorders, chufch-irregularities perhaps, were given by the 
council to captain James Hay to be" recruits to a regiment he 
was concerned with in France. 

About five days after this Lauderdale complimented the 
nation with an act of indemnity from the king. But though 
it was of little service, on account of the many limitations and 
restrictions wherewith it abounded, yet the common people 
looked upon it both as a remission for what was past, and & 
kind of security for the future in their following conventicles* 
which was the real cause of their talking more liberty at this 
time, and whereof Lauderdale, when he went to court, laid all 
the blame upon duke Hamilton and his party, which occasion- 
ed many letters to the council in order to suppress them. 

Next day Mr Mitchel was brought before the, justiciary, 
but a& there was no proof agaiiist him, except his own con- 
fession, they, with the consent of the advocate, protracted the 
affair, and remanded him to prison. 

On the 26th of March Mr Forrester * Thomas Lennox, and 
some others were set at liberty, possibly in consequence of 
the indemnity. And the same day William Poterfiekl of 
Quarreltoun got his confinement changed from Dumbarton to 
Paisley, with liberty to walk abroad. 

But though tho state had indemnified Mr Forester, yet the 
prelates and their underlings renewed their attacks upon hirt. 
And accordingly the diocesan synod of Dunkeld passed a sen- 
tence of deposition against him on the 29th of April, which 
was confirmed by the bishop on the 4th of May. Thg curious 
reader will find bis judicious remarks on this sentence, andon 
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the biahop^s ratification, in. Mr Wodrow's appefcdlx, No. 68. 

At this time the House of Commons in England discovered 
a laudable zeal against popery and arbitrary power. Ttye 
English parliament sat down on the 7th of January, and the 1 
lords presented an address, praying the king to issue out his 
rqyal proclamation, requiring all reputed papists to remove 
out of London and Westminster during the session of par- 
liament. Next day both bouse* joined in an address for a 
general fast, to implore GocPs blessing against the efforts of 
pdpery* Sic. The commons likewise proceeded against the 
remaining members of the cabal, viz. Buckingham, Lauder- 
dale, and Arlington. It is sufficient for my purpose, to ob- 
serve, th&tftthey unanimously voted that an address should be 
presented to his majesty, to remove the duke of Lauderdale 
from all his employments, and from his majesty's presence and 
councils for ever, bring a person obnoxious and dangerous ti> 
the government, These, and such like addresses were very 
disagreeable to his majesty, who could not be pleased to see 
every part of his conduct so strictly examined: beskles, be 
was obliged, for want of the sinews of war, to make peace with 
the Dutch, which he communicated to the par&unent on the 
Hth of February. However, the commons still proceeded 
on their* grievances * bat the king, to defea* then- designs* 
cat^e to the house, and prorogued them to the I Oth of No- 
Vtofrbg* following, before any bill was ready for the royal assent. 

Notwithstanding all their proceedings, Lauderdale disregard- 
ing' the vote of* the Commons- of England, went to court aftef 
the lost p*o*k)gaftion of the parliament of Scotland* aind thougb 
duke SamiteS* followed and spoke freely to his Mijefcfy eon- 
ttmkig himi ygt the king stiftcaifeseed Laudefrdatey i&starwuch 
that, on the 19th of May r a proclamation wa£ iWfted for dtsw 
soaring the parliament* The reason gi ven wa& the p*ace late- 
ly eondteded with the Dtrtcfc ; but the truth is> Lauderdale 
plainly perceiv£d r thai he durst riot venture upon any more 
Scdts Parliaments. 

About the eiki of May he got the privy-cotmcil modelled ta 
his mind*- Tweeddafe, Queensberry, Yester, Dumfries, Rox^ 
burgh, Vmd some others, were turned out ; and Kinghorn, 
Mar, Wigtoun, Ross> Colingtoun* Craigy, and others put in . 
their place*. Duke Hamilton himself was kept in, but, as he 
was fieVet* much in fovotar, be very seldom attended; And tbe 
king, to keep Lauderdale in credit in Scotland, after being 
disgraced in England, sent a very long letter to the council of 
Scotland, approving of all Lauderdale's proceedings, sathat 
he still' carried all before him. '.-..- 

The new modelled council sat down on the 4th of Juna* 
when an incident happened which made no small noise. A* 
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men were tiot safe to give iri any petitions to the council, a 
considerable number of women resolved to appear for the per- 
secuted cause. Accordingly, when the counsellors came up, 
they found the Parliament Close almost filled with women. 
The archbishop stuck close by the chancellor, being hi no small 
panic at this female assembly. Some of the womea called him 
Judas, and others Traitor : and one of them laid her hand on 
his neck, and said, Ere all was done, that neck behoved to 
pay for it. But no other violence was offered. The widow 
of the liev. Mr John Livingston presented their petition to 
the chancellor, setting forth the sad condition of the country 
in being deprived of their faithful ministers, and praying that 
these niight again have their liberty without molestation, to 
exercise their ministry. The earl received the petition with 
civility, read it directly, and heard what she had farther to 
offer. He talked a little with some of the rest, jested with 
them, and seemed to be pleased vvitli the fright that Sharp was 
put into.. Notwithstanding, when, the counsellors got within 
doors, and found the petition signed, it was voted criminal* 
About a dozen of the su}>scribers were cailed in, one by one, 
and declared that no man had any hand in what" they did, but 
that they were moved with the sense of their perishing con- 
dition for want of the gospel, having none to preach to them 
except ignorant and profane men,-whom they could not hear. 
Then they were Ml put into a room by themselves, and the 
provost was sent to dismiss the rest However, they resolved 
not to withdraw till thejr friends were sent out, and declared 
they w r ould all take the same lot. -Upon which the council were 
pleased to liberate the rest, and so. this tumult was ended. 

Next council day the subscribers were all called, and, upon 
their not appearing, were denounced rebels* except Mrs 
Margaret Johnstouu, daughter of the excellent lord Wariston* 
Mrs Glejand* and Lilias Campbell, who were, apprehended and 
imprisoned* % And about the end of .the year Mrs Elizabeth. 
Rutherford, Mrs Margaret Johnstoun,Lady Mersington, and 
several other women concerned in this' affair, were, by the 
council, banished the town of Edinburgh and the liberties 
thereof. 

Before I come to relate the proqeedings of the new coun- 
cil, it will be proper to give the reader a short view of the 
conduct of the prcsbyterian ministers about this time. 
Both indulged and not indulged met frequently among them- 
selves, licensed several promising young men, sent them to 
preach in those parts of the country where they were most 
wanted, excited vacant congregations to call them, and, upon 
the peoples call, ordained thepi with all the solemnity the times 
would admit of. 
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In this month of June the presbyterian ministers, in every , 
corner of the church, sent delegates to Edinburgh to concert 
upon proper rules and overtures to be transmitted to the se- 
veral meetings of ministers through the country. According- 
ly they met, and, among other things, agreed that the several 
meetings take care to send preachers where the necessities and 
desires of the people required them, and to warn them faith- 
fully of the evils and dangers of the time, §cc. that it be pro- 
vided, thajt no offers from the state, relating to church affairs, 
be rejected or accepted by any particular minister, without 
the previous knowledge of the several societies ; and that mi- 
nisters in this, as in other things, subject themselves communi 
presbyterorum consilio ; that neither ministers nor probationers 
settle with a people without consent of the riieeting in the 
bounds, &c. 

Together with these overtures the materials of an address 
to the government were transmitted to the several associations 
of ministers, in which they justly complained of their hard- 
ships, of the change of the government of the church, of their; 
not being allowed to acknowledge their allegiance to the sove- 
reign, according to the scriptures, unless they allow him to 
have that supremacy which does not belong to him, and so 
be found guilty of encroaching on the sovereign authority of 
Jfesus Christ, the only king and head of his church ; — that a 

freat number of valuable young men are kept useless ; and that 
ttle-or no care is taken to stop the growth of popery ; and 
, therefore prayed that their lordships would take these things 
under their most serious consideration. 

These overtures and materials for an address were sent round 
the country, and generally consented to, with some amend- 
ments and additions ; but, as all their consultations came tp 
nothing, I shall not insist upon them. 

We have observed, that, from the act of indemnity above- 
mentioned, people took encouragement to frequent conven- 
ticles, so that about this time these pretty much abounded 
through the kingdom, which greatly disgusted the prelates, 
and therefore they used their utmost endeavous to suppress 
^them, especially the field-meetings, which produced several 
letters from the conrt, in order to bear them down. 

Accordingly, at the first meeting of the new council, on the 
4th of June,, a letter from his majesty to this purpose was 
read, wherein the council was required to use their utmost en- 
deavours for trying and apprehending the preachers at field- 
conventicles, invaders of pulpits, and the ringleading heritors 
at such meetings ; and to use the standing, forces and militia 
for that end, leaving the punishment of other transgressors to 
the ordinary magistrate according to law. 
vol. i. T 
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Upon this the council appointed a committee to take these 
things under their consideration, and at the same time order- 
ed the chancellor to send out parties to apprehend all con- 
venticle-preachers •, particularly Messrs John Welsh, Gabriel 
Semple, Bo. Ross, Samuel Arnot, Gabriel Cuningham, 
Archibald Riddel, John Mosman, John Blackadder, William 
Wish^art, David Hume, John Dickson, John Rae, Henry 
Forsyth, Thomas Hogg, Robert Law, George Jobm>ton,Tho 
mas Forrester, Frazer of Brae, John Law, Robert Gillespie. 
And any of the guards who shall apprehend* Mr Welsh, or 
Mr Scrapie, were promised 4001. sterling, and 1 000 mcrks 
for each of the rest* nay, the soldiers and their as- 
sistants were indemnified of any slaughter committed in ap- 
' prehending any one of these persons, in case of resistance. 

The eminent, faithful and laborious Mr Welsh, had, at the 
desire of many, made a journey through Fife, where he preachy 
ed frequently, soi^e times in vacant churches, and oftner in the 
fields. Other ministers also preached in vacant churches. Sharp 
was an eye-witness to a numerous congregation at Wolmetscha* 
pel. And Mr William Weir preached to a crowded assembly in 
Magdalen chapel in Edinburgh ; other ministers likewise 
preached there, for which the town was fined 1001. sterling; 
but the meetings most taken notice of were those by Messrs 
Johnston and Kirton in the church of Cramond. 

Accordingly, on the 11th of June the council passed a de- 
cree or judgment against the heritors of Cramond. And Mr 
John Inglis of Cramond appearing and confessing he bad 
been six times at the said kirk when conventicles were held 
there, was fined in the fourth part of his valued rent, amount- 
ing to 10361. Scots, and appointed to lie in prison till it was 
paid, and longer during the council's pleasure y however he 
was set at liberty when he paid his fine. The same day lord 
Balmerino and Sir John Young of Leny, denying that they 
had been at any of these conventicles, and taking the oath of 
allegiance, were dismissed \ as was likewise Mr Charles Oli- 
phant of Langtoun-law, upon declaring that he went to one 
of these merely out of curiosity, and promising not to go any 
more, and taking the oath of allegiance. Thus the reader mav m 
see with what briskness the new council went to work. And, 
the more effectually to suppress what they called unlawful and 
seditious meetings, they issued two proclamations on the 18th 
of June ; the first was to oblige Jieritors for their tenants. In 
this all masters of families were ordered to dismiss from their 
service all who repaired to conventicles, and all heritors, &c. 
were ordered to require their tenants to subscribe the follow- 
ing bond, viz. 

6 1 N. N. bind and oblige mp, that I, my wife, or any of 
« my children in family with me, my cottars or servants, shall 
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* not keep or be present at any conventicles, either in houses 
' or in the fields, as the same are defined by the 5th act of the 
' 2d session of his majesty's second parliament, under the pains 
« therein contained : being for ilk house-conventicle twenty- 
€ five pounds Scots for each, tenant labouring land, twelve 
' pounds for each cottyjr, and for each servant man a fourth 
' part of his year's tee ; and the husbands the half of these 
' fines for such of their wives and children as shall be at any 

* house-conventicle ; and the double of the respective fines 
' for each of the said persons that shall be at any field-con. 

* venticle/ To which is subjoined a clause of registration in 
common form. 

In case tenants refused, they were to be put to the horn, 
and their escheat or forfeiture to be given to their masters. 
Besides, heritors were ordered to oblige their tenants for tne 
future, in their leases, or in separate bonds, to engage to ab • 
stain from conventicles. And an unlimited power was given to 
magistrates to charge all they suspected to give security for their 
good behaviour. Ishall leave the reader to make his own re- 
flections on these unprecedented and unreasonable impositions. 

The other proclamation was for apprehending rebels and . 
others, that is, the holders of, and repairers to, conventicles j 
for here it was declared, that whoever should seize convocators 
to conventicles, or any who have been at them, so as they may 
be convicted, should have their fines, and, in case of contu- 
macy, their escheats ; and whoever should apprehend any mi- 
nister at conventicles should have 1000 merks, and 2000 merks 
for Messrs Welsh, Semple, and Arnot. 

On the 25th of June they passed sentence against keepers of 

conventicles in Fife, and the following persons were fined, via. 

' • Z/. 

Sir John Kirkaldy of Grange - 550 

Laird of Reddie - - - - - • 850 

Scot of Pitloche ' 1000 

Pitcairn Of Pitlour - * 1050 

Pitcairn of Latistbun - - - - 200 

Charles Cowan of Corstoun - 333 

Robert Colvil in BalVaird - * - * 100 

Robert Schaw in Auchtennuchty - - - 49 

James Hamilton of Innerdivot - • - 150 

■ Maxwell provost of Auchterinuchty - 250 

Mr George tterriot of Ramorney - - 983 

.Making in all 5515 

And because the laird of Reddie harboured Mr Welsh, he 
was fined in 2000 merits more 5 and Pitloche, for his alleged 
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impertinent behaviour before the council, in 500 merks more; 
and all of them were ordered to lie,in prison till they, paid 
their fines* There were forty or fifty others summoned to 
appear at this time, who, not answering, were ordered to be 
denounced rebels. The same day another decreet was passed 
against the keepers of conventicles in several places ; at some 
of which Mr John Pringle of Woodhead being present was 
fined in the fourth part of his yearly valued rent, and after- 
wards set at liberty upon paying 277L Scots; and sundry of 
, the meaner people were denounced for not appearing wnen 
summoned. 

On the 30th of June the council received a letter from the 
king, dated at Windsor the 23d, wherein His majesty lets them 
know what he had been informed of relating to the abound- 
ing of conventicles, the invading of pulpits, the petition of the ' 
women, the resisting of his forces, (for which last there was 
no ground) and that for putting $n end to all these seditious 
disorders, he had ordered divers troops of his protestant sub- 
jepts*in Ireland to be in readiness at the sea-side in Ulster to 
receive his farther commands ; and had also ordered troops 

to march to Berwick if there should be occasion. And in 

the mean time he required them to use their utmost vigour in 
finding out and bringing to punishment the ringleaders of the 
aforesaid seditious and insolent practices, &c. 

On the 2d of July the council returned a very complaisant 
answer to his majesty's letter, and at the same time wrote to 
Lauderdale, giving him an account of all their proceedings 
. and sent up the following proposals : That since they found it 
difficult to get proof against the keepers and frequenters of 
Conventicles, his majesty's advocate should have authority to 
order such persons as shall be informed against for being at 
.field-conventicles, to be summoned before the council to give 
their oaths thereupon, with certification that they shall be 
holden as confest, or reputed guilty, if they refuse ; and that 
an act of council be made, warranting the advocate to refer 
the libel or charge to the oath of the defendant, and to restrict 
the same to an arbitrary punishment. 

Before an answer came from court, the council on the 9th 
of July passed another decreet against above fifty persons in 
Fife for being at conventicles -, none of whom appeared ex- 
cept the lady Colvil, who, upon producing a certificate from 
the minister of the parish, and promising not to frequent con- 
venticles, was dismissed. All the others were denounced. Two 
days after this the town of Glasgow was fined in 1001. sterling, 
for a conventicle kept by Mr Andrew Morton and Mr Donald 
Cargill. Much about the same time Mr Robert Law, who 
had for some time been a prisoner at Glasgow, was ordered to 
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be brought to Edinburgh for keeping of conventicles, and war- 
rants were issued for apprehending Messrs John King, Joseph 
Wallace, and Andrew Barton. 

On the 16th of July the council received a return from the » 
king, approving of their overture, and requiring them to 
make an act in terms of it, which was immediately done. The 

same day, Livingston of Greenyards, and Farqu- 

harson of Chilbrae were denounced for being at a conventicle 
atTorwood; and Robert Ged of Bathridge, and Sir John 
Kirkaldy younger of Glaini, were severely fined. tThe fok 
lowing worthy persons were at the same time declared rebels, ' 
and outlawed, for no other cause than preaching the gospel 
where they could have opportunity, viz. Messrs Alexander 
Lenox, David Williamson, Alexander Moncrief, John Rae, 
David Home, Edward Jamieson, James Fraser of Brae, Wil- 
liam Wisheart, Thomas Hog, Robert Lockhart, John Wel- 
wood, George Johnston, Robert Gillespie, James Kirkton, 
John Weir, John Makilligen, Nathaniel Martin, Andrew 
Donaldson, John Chrystison, William Row, Thomas Mac- 
Gill, Thomas Urquhart, Thomas Hogg, William Erskine, 
James Donaldson, Patrick Gillespie, John Gray, James Wed- 
derburn, John Wardlaw, Thomas Douglas, George Camp- 
bell, Francis Irvine, James Wallace, Andrew Anderson, J.ohn 
Munniman, George Hamilton, Andrew Mortoun, Donald 
Cargill, Alexander Partoun, James Wilson, and Robert 
Maxwells elder and younger. I would have the reader to 
observe here, that the managers were so uncorrect, that in , . 
this list of ministers outlawed, some of them were dead, others 
were indulged by the council, and some bad never offended 
since the king's indemnity, who were nevertheless exposed to 
a suffering lot. 

On the 2 1st of July Mr James Drummond, who had been 
a prisoner for some time in Edinburgh jail ibr preaching in 
families, was set at liberty. But on the 2Sd the council fined 

Harry Pitcairn of Lauristoun in 12001. Scots, Pitcairn of 

Pitlour in 2000 merks, George Scot of fitlochie, and Charles 
Cowan of Carstoun, in 10001. each; all for harbouring Mr 
Welsh. At the same time the magistrates of Perth were ap- 
pointed to apprehend Mr Alexander Moncrief, an ejected 
minister j ^nd Archibald Douglas of Cliftonhall, and James 
Maxwell provost of Auchtermuchty, were fined for being at 
conventicles* the first in 38 \L and the other in 152L 

On the 28th of the same, month the council discharged 
Messrs Robert and John Laws and John King, prisoners in. 
the tolbooth of Edinburgh, from keeping conventicles, under 
the penalty of being treated as seditious persons, and obliged 
each of *hem to give a bond and surety for 5000 merks tp 
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appear when called ; and the same day recomfnended to the 
bishops t'6 inquire what chaplains and schoolmasters officiated 
in their Respective dioceses without their licence. And, 

' At the same sederunt a great many letters were wrote to 
the royal burghs through the kingdom, enjoining them rigo-. 
roosly to execute the laws against conventicles ; assuring them 
that, in case of failure, they would exact the fines from them 
without any abatement. And, as a farther evidence of their 
tyrannical disposition, in regard * the burghs in Scotland, who 
have by law a privilege af meeting "once a year in a body to 
consider of trade, and of, by-laWs relating to it, had, in a 
convention held this year, agreed upon and sent a petition to 
the king complaining of some late acts that hindered trade 
for the repeal of which there was a great need for a session of 
parliament : aud had therefore prayed, that, when the king 
sent down a commissioner to hold a session, he might be in- 
structed in order to that repeal. This, though judged a law- 
ful assembly by the lawyers, especially, says bishop Burnet, as 
they did not petition for a parliament, but only for instruc- 
tions to the session, was condemned as seditious, and the pro- 
moters of it were fined and imprisoned.' 

The same 28th of July, a letter from the king, dated at 
Windsor the 16th, was read in council, declaring tba^, he had 
wrote to the Archbishop of St Andrews, that it was his royal 
pleasure the Bishop of Dumblain be translated to $h.e isles; 
that the Bishop of Brechin be appointed to preach at the col- 
lege-kirk of Edinburgh ; and that the Bishop of Edinburgh 
remove Mr Turner, Mr Robertson and Mr Cant from the 
exercise of the ministry in Edinburgh, or any place in his 
diocese, without licence ; and that Mr Hamilton be removed 
from Leith ; and therefore his majesty required the council to 
oblige the Bishop of Dumblain to repair to the isles within two 
weeks ; and that within ten days Mr Turner remove from 
Edinburgh to Gla&gqw, Mr Robertson to Auchterless in the 
diocese of Aberdeen, Mr Cant to Liberton, and Mr Hamilton 
to Cramond, till farther orders! 

The reader will judge whether this was not the full exer^« 
cise of the royal supremacy. Bishops and ministers were re- 
moved and donfined without any process or trial ! But that 
lie may have the occasion of this, proceeding, we relate* 

That/ in the months of May and June, some both of the 
inferior clergy and bishops, began to complain openly, that 
the church was not governed in an ecclesiastical way, but in 
a most arbitrary manner ; that Sharp acted as a pope, mana- 
ging all church affairs without consulting with the other bi- 
shops : and that, though there was a law for a national synod, 
yet* through his influence, none had been called., Sharp and 
Jiis friends alleged that these complaints were groundless, and 
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were pniy fomented by the country-party, as, it was called, in 
opposition to Lauderdale's administration. Be that as it will, 
their complaints and the motion for a national synod, were 
consented to by Mr Lawry bishop of Brechin, and Mr Ram- 
say bishop of Dumblain. But the former was prevailed with 
to'come into Sharp's sentiments, and leave the latter to ma- 
nage the affair alone. Among the inferior clergy the ministers 
named in the king's letter were the most active ; for though 
their diocesan, the Bishop of Edinburgh, was most averse 
from a national synod, yet they and* some others agreed to , 
present a petition to him, praying his lordship to do his ut- 
most to get his majesty to call such a synod for considering 
the disorders in the church When this petition was pre- 
sented I know not. However, it greatly frightened Sharp, 
and therefore he wrote a whinning letter to the Archbishop of 
Canturbury, setting forth, That the church was in danger ; a 
remarkable word ! and begging he would use his interest witji 
his majesty to prevent the thing desired, Sharp likewise laid 
the matter before the council, who, on the 2d of July, appoint- 
ed the Archbishop of St Andrews, the lord privy seal, the Earls 
of Kindcardin and Dundonald, the president and advocate, 
td examine into the conduct of the four ministers relating to 
this affair. How tliis committee proceeded, or what issue 
they came to, I know not \ but accounts of those things were 
transmitted to his majesty, who wrote the letter as above. 
There was a meeting of the bishops appointed at St Andrews, 
and Dumblain was ordered to be present, but he declined it. 

When the king's letter was read in council, the contents 
were instantly obeyed ; and a macer was sent to intimate the 
royal .pleasure to all mentioned in it. And the same day the 
Bishop of Dumblain presented a petition to the council, which , 
they transmitted to the primate, that the king might be ac- 
quainted with it. But, notwithstanding all that passed, thebi- 
, shop of Dumblain, in his papers, still subscribed himself Dum- 
blain, and took the first opportunity to go in person to court. 
We shall hear more of this matter in the transactions of the 
following year. I shall only observe, that it was very dan- 
gerous, in those days, to propose any thing contrary to the 
inclinations of those at the helm. But, leaving this matter, 
let us return to the proceedings against the presbytcrians. 

The vacation was how at hand, and therefore, that there 
tnight be no interruption in proceeding against conventicles, 
the council, on the 30th of July, gave a commission, in the 
king's name, to the Lord Chancellor, the Earls of Mar, King* 
horn, Kelly, Weems, and Kincardin, the treasurer- depute, 
and the laird of Ardross, or any three of them, to execute the 
)aws against conventicles, irregular baptisms and manages, m 
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the shires of Fife and Kinross ; as also to the chancellor, Duke 
Hamilton, &c. for the bounds of Stirling, Perth, Lanark, 
Dumbarton, Renfrew, and .^yr shires ; and, lastly, to the 
chancellor, Earls of Kaithness and Linlithgow, &c. lor Edin- 
burgh, Linlithgow, Haddington, Selkirk, Peebles, Berwick 
and Roxburgh shires ; they alsq had particular instructions 
given them ; and jointly -with these the advocate was appointed 
to issue out warrants, to cite all persons concerned before these 
commissioners, arid to restrict the libel or indictment to an 
arbitrary punishment, that so they may hold the persons aiot 
swearing against themselves as confessed, or treat them as 
guilty As none of the bishops were in this commission, the 
reader need not be surprized to hear nothing of their proceed- 
ings. Next day the council wrote to Lauderdale an account 
of what they had done since their last. 

In the month of August the sufferers had some recess ; but, 
when the council met, on the first of September they received 
a letter from the "king recommending their diligence against 
conventicles, and acquainting them that, for enabling them to 
maintain the laws and government, he resolved to raise some 
more forces, and ordered them to raise 1000 foot and three 
troops of horse. This increase of the standing forces in time 
of peace was very proper for the support pt an arbitrary go- 
vernment, and tended to harrass the sufferers. 

The same day the council gave warrant for apprehending 
Mungo Lockhart of Harwood, William Listone of Colluriun 
easter, George Tennant and John Browne in Calder, for be- 
ing at a conventicle in Calder-muir, and resisting a parly of 
the Guards who were sent to disperse them : and likewise or- 
dained letters of horning, upon the decreets of sherriff, bailies 
of regalities, and other inferior magistrates, against persons 
guilty of being at conventicles. 

On the 29th, the council had another letter from bis ma- 
jesty, wherein he desired them to use all diligence with re- 
spect to conventicles and other unlawful practices, especially 
at or near Cardross ; and told them he was informed that 
some of his guards had, by their order, apprehended one 
King, who was set at liberty upon bail to appear ; and that 
the Lord Cardross, in a peremptory manner, complained of 
that man's been taken, on account of his being his domestic} 
and therefore ordered them to require that lord to bring him 
back to prison. % 

The same day, Mr Alexander Burnet, was, by a special 
order from the king, restored' to the archiepiscopal see of 
Glasgow, which he had been obliged to resign some years 
ago. It was then believed this restoration of the archbishop 
was the effect of gross simony. The bishop's daughter was 
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married to the heir of the estate of Elphingston, an<J had a 
very large annuity secured to her upon the estate. In a little 
time she was left* a widow. The gentleman who succeeded to 
the lordship of Elphingston, made his addresses to Lord 
Halton's daughter. My lord was unwilling to engage with an 
estate so considerably burdened with the bishop's daughter's 
jointure. At last an expedient was found out : the young 
lady was prevailed with to renounce her jointure, and Halton 
found means to get the archbishop her father restored to his 
office and benefice. This made some say : The bishop's money; 
who gave his daughter an equivalent, was taken, but that of 
Simon Magus was not. 

Mr William Drummond of Cromlicks, some time a major- 

gneral, was at the same time ordered to enter prisoner into 
umbarton castle. He was obnoxious to Lauderdale, who 
therefore 'moved that he might be secured. He was kept in 
close confinement for near four months, and then was permit- 
ted to walk about a little in the day time, and return at night. 

On the 1st of October, Lord Cardross appeared before the 
council, and was required to produce Mr John King against 
next November : he told them, that was not in his power, 
since, by their orders, Mr King was taken from him, and, 
after he had been some time imprisoned was set at liberty, 
since which time he had not been in his service. Though Mr 
King escaped at this time yet he afterwards fell a sacrifice to 
the fury of his persecutors. The same day they approved 
the conduct of their commissioners for conventicles, and made 
a present to Hugh Stevenson, one of their clerks, of 500 
merks, the fine levied from Mr King's surety. 

On the 2d of December, the heritors and kirk-session of 
Fenwick assembled, and appointed Mr Muir of Rqwallan, 
younger, to take care to have their laws against cursing, 
swearing, and other acts of profaneness, put in execution. 

Next day the Archbishop of Glasgow was admitted a coun- 
sellor, and the reviving the severities in the west country was 
much owing to him. The same day the council banished 
Henry Angus and James Jeffray, from the shires they lived 
in, because, when brought before the commissioners at Stir- 
ling for being at conventicles, they refused to swear against 
themselves. 

I shall finish what I have to relate for this year with the af- 
fair of the advocates, which gives us another instance of the 
arbitrary proceedings of this reign I take it from Bishop 
Burnet : A cause being judged in xhe supreme court of ses- 
sion, th6 party appealed to the parliament. This was looked 
on as a liigh contempt, done on design to make the parlia- 
ment a court of judicature, that there might be a necessity of 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



r 29S THE HISTORY OF THE/ CHA*. X* 

frequent parliaments. The judges, therefore required all the 
lawyers to condemn this as contrary to law ^ which several 
refusing to do, the king sent down an order to put all from the 
bar who did not condemn appeals. And when that did not 
produce the desired effect, they were, by proclamation, banish- 
ed Edinburgh, and twelve miles round it ; and a new day as- 
x signed them for making their submission, which they were obli- 
ged to do. Now, in what a situation must a nation be, when 
those learned in the law dare not deliver their own sentiments, 
r, easy for the reader to imagine. The same historian tells 
us, that the government of the city of Edinburgh was not so 
compliant as was expected ; so Duke Lauderdale "procured 
a letter from the king to turn out twelve of the cliief of the 
town-council, and to declare them for ever incapable of pub- 
lic trust. ' 

Things were, managed much in the same vray during the 
year 1675 ; for, notwithstanding the many severe laws against 
preaching and hearing the gospel in private houses and tha 
fields, triese meetings, especially in tlie fields, continued to be 
very numerous, the violence of the soldiers and the multitude 
of the hearers obliging them to it. And great was the suc- 
cess that attended the ministry there, many being converted 
tiefeby. Nay, some ministers who had conformed, came, 
and after the forenoon's sermon, offered to join them, actu- 
ally professing their sorrow for joining in the courses of de- 
fection at that time. In several places they changed their 
way, forsook their churches, and, upon their candid acknow- 
ledgments, , were received both by the field- preachers and 
their people. It is true, the severity of the laws occasioned 
that not many gentlemen of ostites durst venture to come to 
these ; but their ladies, and not a few of good fashion, at- 
tended daily. In short, these meetings were so numerous, 
that the n onagers, not being able to reach them all, found it 
necessary to overlook what they could not help. The bishops 
indeed violently pushed prosecutions ; and soldiers and spies 
were employed to search them out, and apprehend the mini- 
sters, ^nd the most noted of their hearers, and to disperse 
them ; which obliged many to come with arms for their own 
defence; and some scuffles ensued in several places. And 
therefore various methods were taken to discourage and sup- 
press conventjcles. But I shall relate the occurrences as they 
fell out in the order of time. 

There was a meeting of presbyterian ministers at Glasgow 
on the 20th of January for synodical correspondence j at 
which they came to several resolutions, and made sundry pro* 
posals too tedious to be here inserted ; especially since th* 
severity of the times prevented them from taking effect 
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The ministers who had accepted the indulgence were 
brought under hardships on account of their not being paid 
their stipends $ which obliged several of them in the month 
of January, to petition the council for warrants to receive 
them j which a good many of them obtained ; but, at length* 
Mppn some pretence or other, the prelates got an act of coun- 
cil, on the njnth of March, * ordering that no indulged mini- 

* sters get warrants for their stipends, without testificates frdm 

* the'sheriff or magistrates in the bounds, that they have not 

* kept conventicles since the 24th of March 1674*.' But, 
says Mr Wodrow, this restriction did not affect many of 
them. However, some months after this, several of them 
were brought to great inconveniencies, m we shall relate. 

The same day the Rev. Mk, John Greg was before the 
council, for keeping a conventicle at Leith-mills. He owned 
the charge, and was sent prisoner to the Bass, where not a 
few died. After he had been imprisoned there for the spade 
of eight months, his confinement was changed to the parish 
of Carstairs in Lanarkshire/ 

About this time, letters came from court, dated the 27th of 
February, ordering Mr James Stuart) son to Sir James Stuart, 
late provost of Edinburgh, to be apprehended, with all his books 
and papers, and made close prisoner in Edinburgh^ and to be 
allowed no converse with any, either by word or writing. This 
gentleman was supposed to have published a pamphlet, intitled, 
An Account of Scotland's Grievances by reason of the Duke of 
Lauderdale's Ministry , humbly tendered to his sacred majesty s 
which galled the party so much, that though none of them 
were able to confute the facts he mentioned, they were re- 
solved to take the severest course they could- with him. Mr 
Stuart, knowing their designs, went out of the .way. But his 
cabinets were, sealed up, by order of council, on the 10th of 
March, and a strict search was made for him through Ediri- 
' burgh ; which he escaped, and, during his retirement, made 
strch proficiency in study and piety, that he afterwards made 
a considerable figure, and discharged the office of king's ad- 
vocate with great applause for many years after the Revolu- 
tion. 

The prelates complaining pf the increase of conventicles 
about Edinburgh, orders were given to Lord Ross's troop to 
inarch in different parties and suppress them. On the 11th 
of March the town of Edinburgh was fined in 1001. sterling, 
for conventicle^ alleged to be kept within their liberties. And, 
next day, four companies of foot y and a troop of horse, were 
ordered to quarter in Glasgow* for the easier suppressing 
these meetings. 



Digitized by 



Google 



300 THE HISTORY OF THE CHAP. X. 

As the Duke of Lauderdale had the chief management of 
affairs, it is proper that we take a view of what passed in the 
English parliament in relation to him. The parliament sat 
down ihere in April, and the commons immediately fell upon 
Lauderdale ; and those who knew what had passed between 
him and Dr Burnet, moved that the doctor should be exa- 
amined before a committee. I shall give this examination in 
the doctor's own words : € I was (says he) brought before 
them : I told them how I had been commanded out of town. 
— I was next examined concerning his design of arming the 
Irish papists. I, said I, as well as others, had heard him 
say, he wished the presbjteriana in Scotland would rebel, 
that he might bring over the Irish papists to cut their throats. 
I was next examined concerning his design of bringing a 
Scottish army into England. I desired to oe excused as to 
what had passed in private discourse, to which I thought I 
was not bound to answer, unless it were high treason. They 
pressed me long ; and I would give them no other answer. 
So they all concluded that I knew great matters, and report- 
ed this especially to the house. Upon th^ I was sent for, 
and brought before the house : 1 stood upon it, as I had done 
at the committee, that I was not bound to answer 5 that no- 
thing had passed that was high treason ; and, as to all other 
things, I did not think myself bonnd to discover them. I said 
farther : I knew Duke Lauderdale was apt to say things in a 
heat, which he did not intend to do. And since he had Used 
myself so ill, I - thought myself the more obliged not to say 
any thing that looked like revenge for what I had met with 
from him. I was brought four times to the bar. At last I 
was told the house thought they had a right to examine into 
every thing that concerned the safety of the nation, as well as 
into matters of treason, and they looked on me as bound to 
satisfy them, otherwise they would make me feel the weight 
of their heavy displeasure as one that concealed what they 
thought was necessary to be known 5 upon this I yielded, and 
gave an account of the discourse formerly mentioned.' 

Mr Wodrow, in his Appendix, Book II. No. 4-?. says, 
That the house not being fully satisfied with his answer, he 
was again called in to explain himself 5 and being withdrawn, 
some heads of his testimony, to avoid mistakes, were drawn 
up in writing ; and being again called, and the same read to 
him, and having amended it in some particulars at the bar of 
the house, the same is as follows, viz. That, coming into 
England out of Scotland the first Saturday in September, 
1673, he went to visit the Duke of Lauderdale in-his lodgings 
at Whitehall, where the dnke and he conversed of the affairs 
of England and Scotland, and particularly of the proceed- 
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ings of parliament concerning the declaration for suspending 
the penal laws in matters ecclesiastical 5 and being afterwards 
asked, Whether if Scotland, being called to assist the king, 
they would assist him or not ? He answered, he thought they 
would not; but the duke replied, he believed they wonld, 
and that his coming into England would bring a great many. 
That the duke asking him of the affairs of Scotland, he an- 
swered, The people of Scotland, that were at such a distance 
. could not imagine wh,at to think of the king's speech* and 
declaration : whereunto the duke replied, Hinc illce la- 
chrymal and that all had forsaken the king but himself and 
Lord Clifford. This is much the same with what the bishop 
himself says of his conversation. — Upon this and other infor- 
mations, the parliament drew up a very warm address against 
Lauderdale, but to no purpose •, for he continued firm in the 
king's favour, and in that of the Duke of York ; so that in 
Scotland every thing was managed as they saw proper. 

In the month of May, Henry Lord Cardross being in 
Edinburgh, ancj having left his lady at home by herself 
Sir Mungo Murray, accompanied with Walter Stewart, 
Henry Graham, George Murray, James Spotiswood, Andrew 
< Hume, and others, went in a tumultuous manner to his house 
of Cardross in the night time,, and without producing any 
orders, frightened the lady, then big with child ; made her 
get out of her bed, broke open his lordship's closet where his 
papers lay 5 and having seized upon Mr John King) his lord* 
ship's chaplain, and Mr Robert Langlands tutor to Cardross's 
brother, (the late Colonel John Erskine of Carnock) carried 
them away. All this his lordship laid before the council in a 
respectful petition^ wherein he represented clearly, that this 
outrage was illegal, and an encroachment upon the privileges 
of peers, by forcibly taking away his domestic servants at such 
an unseasonable time, though they had been accused of no 
crime, and obliging his lady, then big with chlid, to get out of, 
her bed, &c. But such was the iniquity of the times, that 
instead of paying any regard to jhis reasonable petition, they 
made use of it as a handle against him 5 for some country- 
people, who had profited by Mr King's ministry, having, 
rescued him from the soldiers, this was made a handle of for 
prosecuting Lord Cardross, though he was then at Edinburgh, 
and so could be norways accessary to the rescue. 

In the beginning -at June a paper war was commenced be- 
tween the Archbishop of St Andrews and the Bishop of Dum- 
blain, who had been translated frbm his bishopric to that of 
the isles, for declaring his sentiments in relation to~a national 
synod. The two bishops ware then at London ; but, as the 
matter of the controversy was personal, respecting their con^ 
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duct to one another, I shall not trouble the reader with it. 
The Bishop of Durablain answered all the interrogatories put 
to him, by the meeting of the bishops at St Andrews^ with 
great openness -and candour. 

Mr King's rescue was soon known at court, so that on the 
12th of June, his majesty wrote to th'e council complaining of 
this attempt upon his forces, and the rescue of Mr King ; to- 

f ether with the increase of conventicles in Tiviotdale and East- 
iOthian ; that the indulged ministers kept irregular and dis- 
orderly communions > appointed fasts, &c. In consequence of 
this letter a committee was appointed to consider the contents 
of it. And on the 22d of June, the advocate was ordered to 
form a libel against Lord Cardross and others, on account of 
Mr King's rescue. k 

And the better to suppress conventicles, the council, on the 
13th of July, appointed garrisons in the following houses, con- 
sisting each of a company of foot and twelve horse, viz. at 
Bridgehouse in Linlithgowshire, at Cardross in Perthshire, at 
Glentirring in Stirlingshire, at Alearns in Renfrewshire, atDouc- 
hill In Kinrosshire, at Dean in Kilmarnock in the shire of Ayr, 
at Airdry in Lanarkshire, at Newark in Selkirkshire, at Hunt- 
hill in Roxburghshire, at Blane iu Berwickshire* in the laird 
of Riddel's house ii^ Roxburghshire, and at the castle of Dum- 
fries in the shire of Dumfries. The officers and soldiers were 
to be at the said places by the first of August. Burnet says, 
'* That two were die chief dwelling houses of two peers, the 
rest were the houses of gentlemen that had gone into the 
party against the Duke of Lauderdale. And though these 
were houses of no strength, and not at all properly situated 
for suppressing of conventicles, yet they were taken ; soldiers 
were put in them, and the countries about were required to 
furnish these small garrisons with all things necessary. This, 
says that historian, was against the express words of the law 
that had lately settled the militia.' 

On the 15th of July they wrote to Lauderdale, giving him 
& detail of their proceedings since the 25tji of March 167*. 
'I hey likewise, appointed a solemn fast to be observed on ac- 
count of a long and threatening drought, which had a melan- 
choly prospect as to the fruits of the ground. x 

The same day most of the indulged ministers being repre- 
sented as having acted contrary to their instructions, and . 
against the law, Sir John Nisbet the advocate was ordered to 
have them summoned before the council. Accordingly, Mr 
James Veitch at Mauchlin, Mr John Gembleat Symingtoun, 
and Mr Hugh Campbell at Muir-kirk, for having married 
and baptized in other parishes, not administering the Lord's 
supper upon the^ same day, admitting persons of otuer parishes 
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without certificates from the ministers of them, ordaining se- 
veral persons to the office of the ministry, without authority 
from the council, and' taking upon them to appoint days of 
fasting and humiliation; for these heinous crimes were the 
above ministers solemnly charged to appear and answer. But 
though these and sundry others were summoned, yet it seems 
they did not appear, Mr Wodrow thinks that the matter 
was made up by Lord Stair and other well-wishers, as nothing 
could be laid to their charge, but keeping fasts in their own 
parishes for the same reason that the council appointed one* 

Soon after this Lord Cardross, instead of having any re- 
dress for the outrage that was committed in his house, was 
most unjustly prosecuted : for, on the 5th of August, the af- 

N fair of Mr King's rescue was before the council, and sentence 
was passed against this excellent nobleman for being concern* 
ed in that attempt, because some of his servants was there, 
and finding that his lady had been present at many conven- 
ticles. They therefore ordered his lordship to enter the castle 
of Edinburgh, and remain confined there during his majesty's 
pleasure, and fined him in 1CC01. sterling, and 13571 Scots 
more, because he did not oblige his tenants to give bond not 

. to keep conventicles. 

Next day one John Sandilands was fined in S00 merks for 
being at a conventicle near Bathgate in die beginning of the 
year. Upon the payment of which, and giving bond tor 1C00 
merks if ever he went more to those meetings, he was set at 
liberty. 

On the same day they took under consideration the gar- 
risons appointed for the houses above-mentioned, and passed 
an act enjoining the major-general to see that the officers be 
carefiil to hinder any disorders from being committed by any 
under them, and to keep good intelligence for preventing all 
disorderly meetings, and Tor apprehending the preachers at 
conventicles, or any ministers who by the council are declared 
fugitives, &c. One would think that the appointment of such 
garrisons in the time of peace was unprecedented, illegal arid 
subversive of the liberty of the subject, especially as this wa* 
enacted without any order from the court, or so much as ac- 
quainting the king till it was done ; besides the charge of 
maintaining them was a great burden on the country. At 
length it appeared so illegal and unreasonable, that peaceable 
gentlemen and subjects should be quartered upon like enemies, 
that it was found fault with at court ; and though the bishops 
defended it for some time, yet they were obliged to drop it. 
However, the country groaned uiider this grievance more of 
less for several years. 
This same day the acts against conventicles were lengthen^ 
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out for three years longer, and a new commission was given 
to the Earls of Winton, Linlithgow and Wigton, Lord Bel- 
haven, &c. for suppressing them and other church irregulari- 
ties. . 

At the same time the council gave out letters of intercom- 
muning against the following ministers, gentlemen, ladies, 
and others, whose names I here insert from the letters them- 
selves, viz Messrs David Williamson, Alexauder Moncrieff, 
William Wisheart, Thomas Hogg, George Johnston, Ro- 
bert Gillespie, John Macgilligen, John Ross, Thomas Hogg, 
William Erskme, James Donaldson, Andrew Anderson, An- 
drew Morton, Donald Cargill, Robert Maxwells elder and 
younger, and James Fraser of Brae. Sir John Kirkaldy of 

Grange elder, Hamilton of Kinkell, James his brother, 

John Geddy in Falkland, John Arnots of Pitgrumzfes, elder 
and younger, Archibald Arnot in Newburgh* Mr Thomas 
Arnot in Collessy, Andrew Arnot merchant in Kirkaldy, 
Thomas Schaw elder of Gospitrie, his son David, Henry 
Schaw in Balgony, George Fleming in Balbuthie, William 
Sethrum in Lundiraill, John Miller in Dinork, Andrew Kin- 
nier merchant in St Andrews, John Thomson in Fawfield, 

Gowan in Crail, Robert Henderson in Tarbet, — — 

Douglas portioner in Collessy, Thomas Blythe heritor ia 

Kennoway parish, * Weems, Lady Colvil, John Adam 

bailie of Strathmiglo, James Pryde in Nether Urquhart, Da- 
vid Coventry and John Henderson in Arlary, Robert Starl^ 
in mills of Forth ; William Page, John White and Richard 
Clidsdale in Coupar of Fife, Lady Balcanquell, Colonel Ro- 
bert Halket, John Smith in Dundee, John Balfour in Le- 
thunv Alexander Walker in Friertoun, George Spence in 
Perdel, Patrick Melvil in IJurnside, — -~ Wardlaw heritor 
in Kirkton, Colvil, Lady Baily in Dinnino parish, James 
Grieve and Andrew Kinnier in St Andrews, James Lothian 
in Kingsbarns 5 Mr James Bonar of Gregstoun, John Scot 
in Lathones, Lady Collernyj David and Alexander Campbells 
in Kirkcaldy, William Livingston of Greenyards, — Far- 

3uharson of Shielbrae, James Somervel at the boat of Car-^ 
ross, Harry Dow of Westerpolder, Mr John' King chaplain 
to the Lord Cardross, John Doik portioner of Murdistoun, 
James Muir portioner of Burdistoun, Lady Pettendreich in 
Logie parish, Robert Fork, portioner of Kilpatrick, John 

Starks elder and younger, of Balknock, Symer of Brath- 

nes, William Crawford of Powmill, John Lundy of Balstard, 
Mr James Lentron and his spouse, John Collier of Lochgelly, 

Dame Anna Riddel, Lady Collerny, Ladies Unthanks 

elder and younger, John Fairfoul of Kinloch, Dame Farquhar 
Lady Halhill, *— * Hamilton, relict of Francis Galloway of 
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Todihaugh, Simon Alexander feuarin Kirkliston, and James 
Wilkie tenant in Cliftohhall. The great crimes for which 
these were jntercommuned, were their preaching or hearing 
at conventicles, or not appearing when summoned, when 
they knew that by appearing they must either renounce their 
principles, or fall a sacrifice to the resentment of their perse- 
cutors. They chused therefore to keep out of the way ; and 
now they were intercom muned, not only declared rebels, (that 
many of them were before) but by these letters they were cut 
-off" from all society in the kingdom of Scotland ; and it was 
declared, that whoever should receive, harbour, or converse 
with them, either by word or writing, or any other way ; of 
supply them with meat, drink, clothes, or any of the accom- 
modations or necessaries of life, should be pursued with ri- 
gour, as guilty with them of the same crimes ; and all she- 
riffs, &c. and their deputes, were ordered to apprehend them 
wherever they can be found. The reader therefore cannot * 
be surprised that they quitted their habitations and wandered 
about from place to place, not like a sort of banditti, as bi- 
shop Burnet does wantonly, if not wickedly, say, but rather 
as faithful confessors, who being persecuted in one place, fled 
to another, according to the direction of their great Lord. 
And as to their falling into a fierce and savage temper, as the 
same historion saith, though like had begot like it had been 
no wonder. However,, the most that Can with truth be said 
of them is, that they looked upon and represented their per- 
secutors as enemies to God as well as to them, which they 
had too great reason for doing. +>* 

On the same 6th of August, the colmcil wrote to the Earl. 
of Moray to put the laws in execution against keepers of 
conventicles in the shire of Elgin and the neighbouring places. 
There were not many presbyterian ministers on the north of 
the Tay ; however there were some, as Mr John Macgilligeri, 
Mr Anderson, Mr Fraser, and Mr Thomas Ross, who had 
much of the divine presence with them, and great success at- 
tending their ministry this summer. Mr ftjacgilligen, with 
oth^r presbyterian ministers in that country, were intercom- 
muned, yet this did not discourage them in their work., 
But, as many serious people longed for the administration of 
the Lord's supper, so, alter much pains in -preparing them 
for that solemn ordinance, both by public preaching, and from 
house to house, he administered that sacrament in Septem- 
ber, at Obsdale, in the house of the Lady Dowager of Fowlis> 
He was assisted by Mr Hugh Anderson minister at Cromar- 
ty, and Mr Alexander Fraser minister then at Tiviot, after- 
wards at Abbotshall.' And such an effusion of the Spirit of 
God was vouchsafed on that occasion, that, however many 
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in this age may look upon these things as enthusiastic, yet 
the eldest Christians there declared that they had never been 
witnesses to the like. The people seemed to be in a tran- 
sport, and some were almost at that, Whether in the body, or 
out of the body, I cannot tell. And even the hearts of "stran- 
gers were wrought upon. So that however they were perse- 
cuted by men, yet they were owned by God. 

At this communion they were very providentially kept from 
disturbance: for the design of the solemnity taking air, SSr 
Koderick Mackenzie of Findon, the sheriff-depute, at the in- 
stigation of the bishop, sent a party to apprehend Mr Mac- 
gilligeu. But when they came to Alnes, the place of his re- 
sidence, where they expected to have found him,' they spent 
so much time in pillaging his orchard, that the forenoon's 
service was over before they got to Obsdalc, upon which 
the ministers retired ; and the party, not finding Mr Macgil- 
-ligcn, marched off, and thereby gave them an opportunity <if 
meeting again unmolested in the afternoon. However, this 
good man was obliged to abscond, and we shall relate what 
he suffered next year in its proper place. 

On the 2d of September, the council committed Sir Patrick 
Hume of Polwart, afterwards Earl of Marchmont, to prison, 
for refusing to contribute for the support of the garrisons 
above- mentioned, which he justly looked upon 'as a sensible 
encroachment upon the liberties of the subject ; and because 
when a sentence was passed against him, he gave in a bifl of 
suspension to Lord Collingtoun, and took instruments upon 
bis refusal of it ; this was constructed an high affront not to 
%e borne with. 

Next day, all the indulged ministers in the synod of (Sas- 

fow got a charge of horning to pay the ordinarv dues to 
aidovick Fairfoul, clerk to the synod, and to Mr David 
Olunie, their bursar. Some paid, others refused. The same 
day the council wrote to the king, complaining of Polwarf » 
giving in a bill of suspension to the Lord Cdlinfftoun, and 
that they had imprisoned him on that account. On the 5th 
of October they received his majesty's answer, approving of 
their conduct, and requiring them to declare him incapable 
of all public trust, and to send him prisoner to Stirling-castle. 
On the 4th of November the Rev. Mr Thomas Koss, inl 
the shire of that name, was apprehended for conventicles, 
and imprisoned in Tain, and afterwards sent to the Bass, 
where he continued for some time with others of his brethren. 
Little » more occurs during the rest of this year; only, 
in December, the council gave a commission, much of tne 
the same nature with the for mer, to the two archbishops, and 
the Earls of Seaforth and Dundohftld, concerning con venticlesi 
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which, were the eye-sore of the prelates. On the 1 6th of De- 
cember, the council finding that Mr James Mitchell had en-* 
deavoured to make his escape, ordered him to be secured in 
a closer {dace in the tolbooth. • . 

I shall only observe, that, as many in th6 shire of Berwick 
appeared against the arbitrary proceedings of these times so 
the fines levied by the Earl of Hume in that shire during 
•this year, for non-conformity, amounted to 26,6661. ISs. 4d. ' 

Scots i whereof, in the parish of Gordon alone, 33281. 4s. 
Scots. From which the reader may easily form a judgment t . 

of the vast oppression of the people, by* the fines imposed for 
nonconformity and conventicles. 

CHAP. XI. 

Of Mr Mitchells torture ; the proceedings of the council ; the cir- 
cumstances of the indulged ; the prosecutions for conventicles ; 
the occasions of the Highland-host r and other occurrences to the ' 

end of the year 1 677. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the letters of intercommuning, 
-*-^ and the severe penal l$ws in force, and though the sol- 
diers in the garrisons were diligent in harrassing, robbing, 
wounding, and imprisoning whom they reckoned haunters of 
conyenticles, yet these meetings could not be suppressed. The 
ministers would preach, and the people would hear, being in 
nothing terrified hy their adversaries. The Lord's supper Was' 
likewise administered in several places. Mr John Law, after 
the Revolution, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, dispensed' 
that ordinance, in jthe night-time, to a numerous meeting at 
Kippen, being assisted by Mr Hugh (Smith and Mr Matthew 
Crawford. Mr Alexander Jamieson and Mr Hugh Smith ad- 
ministered the same ordinance at Haggs, npar Glasgow ; and, 
at another time, Mr Smith administered it to his own parish- 
ioners at Eastwood, assisted by Messrs William Thomson, 
John Ray, and Matthew Crawford, which proved sealing times 
to many. (Mr Jamieson died sometime this year. He had 
been professor of philosophy at St Andrews, and had a patent. 
to be professor of divinity, but did not accept^ tho' all knew he. 
was well qualified for it, being a person of great piety and 
learning*) These things much galled the bishops, wherefore 
they set the managers to work, in order to put a stop to them. 
But, to be more particular, l ; 

About the beginning of the year 1,676, Duke Hamilton 
went to London, where the king was pleased to hear some of 
his complaints against Lauderdale, in presence of the duke of .J 

York, the earl of Athol, (now made a marquis) and others.' jr 
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The former urged the miserable circumstances erf many country 
people, who were fined, confined, banished, &c. for their non- 
conformity, and all through ill advice and unjust representation* 
made to the government. Lauderdale, oil the other hand, ac- 
cused Hamilton, and kept his ground, so that at length Hamilton 
left the court. The former thus prevailing^ things were car- 
ried with a high hand against the non-jconformists. 

On the Gth of January, Mr Henry Knox* the episcopal mi- 
nister at Dunscore, complained, that on the 28th of December 
last, his house had been robbed, himself and wife beat by six 
or seven persons ; and on the 27th, the minister of Gargunnock 
complained of a riot of the same kind. Wherefore the council? 
on the 10th of February, fined the heritors of Dunscore in 500O 
merks, and those of Gargunnock in 6000, to be paid to their 
ministers. These ministers would have had up cause to com- 
plain had they met with a not once every year. 

Mr James Mitchell having been some years in prison, and 
having refused to own what he had confessed before the council, 
ir^presence of the justiciary, was ordered, this 6th of January, 
to be examined by torture, concerning his being in the rebellion 
1666, as it was called. But, seeing there was no proof of his 
being in that insurrection, that it had happened near ten years 
before, it was certainly hard measure to torture him for that 
now. However, a committee was appointed, of which the 
Earl of Linlithgow was preses. Mr Mitchel was brought be- 
fore, them on the 18th of January, abottt six in the evening- . 
The earl told him, he was brought before them to see whether 
he adhered to his former confession. He answered, 4 My lord, 
it is not unknown to your lordship* and others here present, 
that, by the council's orders, I was remitted to the lords of 
justiciary, before whom I received an indictment at my lord 
advocate's instance, whereby I was to be forfeited of life and 
fortune, although I have no fortune. To which indictment I 
answered at three several diets. And the last diet being de- 
serted by my lord advocate, I humbly conceive, that, both by 
the law of the nation, and practice of the court at that time, I 
ought to have been set at liberty ; yet* notwithstanding I was, 
contrary to law* equity, and justice, returned to prison ; and 
upon what account I am this night before your lordships I 
know not.' The preses told him, he was not accused before 
them either upon life or fortune, but called to see whether he 
would own his former confession; Mr Mitchel answered, that 
he knew no crime he was guilty of, and therefore no such con- 
fession as was alleged.' Upon this the treasurer-depute said, 
Hie pannel was one. of the most arrogant cheats, liars, and 
rogues he had known. The prisoner replied, 4 My lord, if 
there were fewer of those persons you have been .speaking of 



Digitized by 



Google 



XLHAF. XI. CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 309 

in the* nation, I should not now be standing this night at the 
bar-' After some farther discourse he was remanded to prison. 

On the 22d he was again brought before them in t}ie lower 
council-house, when a paper was produced, alleged to be sub- 
scribed by him i and being interrogated as above, he said,, my 
lord, I acknowledge no such thing. The preses said, Sir, you 
see what is on the table, (meaning the boots) I will see if these 
will make you do it. Mr Mitcnel answered, * My lord, I 
confess, that, by torture, you may cause me to ljlaspheme God, 
as Saul did compel the saints : you may compel me to speak 
amiss of your lordships, to call myself a thief, a murderer, &c. 
- and then panne! me upon it ; but if you shall, my lord, put me 
to it, I here protest before God and your lordships, that no- 
thing extorted from me by torture shall be made use of against 
me in judgment, nor have any force in law againpt me or any 
other person. But, to be plain with you my lords, I am sq 
much of a Christian, that whatever your lordships shall legally 
prove against me, if it be a truth, I shall not deny it ; but, on 
the contrary, I am so much of a man* and a Scotsman, that 
Lnever held myself obliged, by the Jaw of God, nature, or the 
nation, to be my own accuser.' So that, still persisting in refu- 
sing to own the subscription of the paper they }ia4 produced, 
Jbe was again sent to prison. '- 

On the 24?th pf January the prisoner was brought before 
the justices, and the executioner and the boots were presented. 
Jrle was again interrogated, as above ; but, persisting in his 
refusal, he was tied in an elbow chair, and ordered to be tor- 
tured with the boot/5. The executioner asking which of the, 
legs he should take, the lords said, Any of them. And he 
taking the left, Mr Mitcbel sajd, Since the judges have not 
determined, take the best of the two, for J freely bestow it in 
the cause, and so he. put his righj; leg in the engine. Upon 
this the advocate desired leave to speak a few words, but con- 
tinued his discourse for a considerable time. Upwards of 
thirty questions were proposed to Mr ]Vlitchel, particularly 
concerning the affair of Pen tland, to see if they could find 
him in a contradiction. But perceiving thejr design, and the 
wedge pinching the boot, and paining him most sensibly, lie 
spoke as follows. < Mylorcjs, (ppf; {tnpwing that I shall es- 
cape this torture with my life) I beseech you to remember 
what So'ompn saith, He tyho sfyeweth no mercy sfiallfyqve judge- 
ment without mercy. ^Lnd if there be any here present, as I 
hope there are few pr none, whose disposition is so eager in 
pursuing after ionocent blood, tj^at nothing else than a full 
draught will satisfy them j J say, let such remember what is 
spoken, Rev. xix. 5, 6. Thou art righfecms, &c..And now, my 
lords, I do freely ancj from my heart forgive you, who arg 
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judges sitting on the bench, and the men who are appointed 
to be about this horrid work, and also those who are vitiating 
(heir eye* beholding the same ; and I dointreat that God may 
never fay it to the charge of any ,of you, as I beg that God 
itiay be pleased, for his Son Christ's sake, to blot out my sins 
and iniquities, and never lay them to my charge here nor 
hereafter.' 

The questions being all over, the executioner took down 
his leg from a chest, where it lay all the while in the boot* 
and thrusting in his shelves began his strokes, at each of which 
they asked if he had any more to say. He answered no my 
lords. There were nine strokes given on the wedge, at the , 
last of which he fainted through the extremity of pain ; so that 
the executioner cried out, My lords, he is gpne, he is gone. 
Then they commanded to leave off the torture, and, rising, 
from tKeir seats, went away ; after which he was carried back 
to prison in the chair in which he was tied during the torture. 
We shall bear more of him afterwards. 
' It is time Mr Mitchel had made a confession upon the pro- 
mise of his life •, but the managers having revoked their pro- 
mise, because he would not adhere "to his confession before 
the lprds of justiciary, and to be his own accuser, the reader 
must determine how fat he was to blame now, in not owning 
his confession judicially* as they judicially revoked the condi- 
tion upon which the confession was made : and to put a man 
to torture, for finding out things for which they had not the 
least proof, seems to be unprecedented anoV cruel ; and to bring 
him to farther trial, after torture appears to be unjust. 

On the 10th of February several persons were fined for be- 
ing at conventicles, as Durham of Largo^ 12001. Scots for 
harbouring Mr John Welsh, and 25001. for being at conven- 
ticles where be preached. This was either the second or third 
time that this gentleman was fined. Edward .Gillespie was 
fined in 2p0l. II. Richardson 1001. Colonel Ker and lady 
Whiteslaicl 500 merks each, and Messrs Stuart, Stirling, 
Hamilton, 1001. Scots a piece ; aU for being at a house-con- 
venticle in Edinburgh 5 and, that they might be punished 
twice for the same fault, the magistrates were likewise allow- 
ed to fine them for their relief. Such was the justice of these 
times) ' ' 

At this time some prisoners in the tolbpoth of Stirling met 
with an uncommon piece of severity. About the end of 1674 r 
fifteen men were imprisoned at Stirling for being at a con- 
venticle 5 eight of them, by some interest, got out after fifteen 
months confinement, the other seven laid their deplorable case* 
before the council. Charles Campbell, one of these, was up- 
wards of sixty years of age, John Adam near seventy, and 
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some of the test wefe under great bodily indisposition ; but 
such were the tender mercies of these counsellors, that they 
made a present of them to one Captain Maitland, an officer 
in the French service. An order came for this end to the 
magistrates of Stirling, signed by Linlithgow, Halton and 
Cowngton. Accordingly, when every thing was got ready, 
about midnight, on the 18th of February, the poor men were 
all (except one John Paterson who was let out some days be- 
fore as in a dying condition) brought forth, without having 
the least previous notice, and delivered to about 50 foot soldiers, 
who carried them off fettered and tied to one another.; but 
such is the support of a good conscience and a good cause, 
that they all went off with cheerfulness, leaving their wives and 
children behind them* 

About this time Lord Cardross sent up a petition to the 
king j notwithstanding his majesty wrote to the council, the 
24th of February, requiring them not to set him at liberty 
till he had made full payment of the fine imposed upon him. 
In the same letter Sir ratrick Hume of Polwart and lieuten- 
ant-general Drummond were ordered to be set at liberty, on- 
ly the former was tq remain incapable of all public trust tiU 
farther orders. 

On the first of March the Archbishop of St Andrews, and 
the bishops of Edinburgh and Aberdeen were appointed to 
inquire if all the masters qf the universities and colleges had 
taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy according to law* 
Orders were likewise. given for making a strict inquiry, whe- 
ther all magistrates of burghs, and other inferior officers had 
signed the declaration, and to prosecute such as had not. 

The same day a very severe proclamation was emitted against 
conventicles, by which tlie decay of religion and increase of 
profaneness is ascribed tP the separation from public worship, 
and the frequency of con ven tides. But the truth Is, the de- 
cay of religion, &c. was chiefly owing to the^Jiad practices 
of the incumbent clergy, and the want of discipline in the. esta- 
blished church, as several of themselves have acknowledged ; 
whereas the preaching of the ejected ministers in private 
houses, and in the open fields, had a singular tendency to sup- 
press, vice, and turn many to righteousness, and was remark* 
&bly blessed of God for these valuable ends ; but every thing that 
was evil must now J>e attributed to conventicles. By the said 
proclamation, papists, according to the. custom of the times, 
were blended with presbyterians; and magistrates were order- 
ed to prosecute them, find apprehend interconimuned persons, 
and fugitives. tjowever, papists were not much startled there* 
at, for tliey knew that they had little to fear from tne threaten* 
jugs of this time, ^h^t follows tyas still harder ; all preachers 
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who do not attend public worship, that is, bear the incum- 
bents, at their own parish churches, before the first of June, 
were to be punished for non conformity. If this was not 
persecution for conscience sake, th^ reader, must judge what 
is. All who harboured the intercoqmmned were made liable 
to the same pains with them, and a reward of 500 merks was 
ordered to be presently paid to any who should discover such. 
All inferior judges and magistrates were threatened if they did 
not execute the laws. The fine of 500 merks was imposed 
upon each burgh where a conventicle was kept, besides the 
pains mentioned in their bond to the council. It was farther 
declared, that the heritors shall be fined in a year's rent of the 
house where any such meeting should be held : and, to en. 
courage informers, a part of this fine was promised to them. 
In short, if any chaplain, schoolmaster, or pedagogue was enr 
tertained without a licence from the bishop oft tne diocese, 8 
nobteman was to pay 3000 merks, a gentleman 1200, and a 
burgess 600. 

Great were the hardships of non- conformists in England 
at this time ; but nothing could exceed the persecuting spirit 
the managers in Scotland discovered. The soldiers were the 
daily executioners of the laws- And now and then the coun- 
cil sent special commissions to particular persons for suppress 
sing conventicles. Accordingly, on the said first of March, 
a committee was ordered to sit at Edinburgh, another, at 
Glasgow, another at Stirling and .in Ifife, and one for Aber- 
deenshire, Moray and Ross' I shall have occasion to relate 
the proceedings of that at Glasgow in its proper place ; only 
at this time I observe, that a very strict search was made for 
conventicles snd ejected ministers in Glasgow and other 
burghs, and the towp of P^rth was fined. 

The clamour made by the episcopal clergy, in the begin • 
ningof the year, against the indulged ministers, for breaking 
their confinement and the instructions given them by thee oun- 
cil, produced a new proclamation, dated this 1st of March, 
wherein particular notice was taken of the first four rules; 
but the two last, relating to their attending -on the diocesan 
meetings, and paying the dues to the clerk and bursar of the 
diocesan synod, were omitted. The proclamation concludes 
thus : * And whereas it is Informed, that the said outed mi- 
f nisters, indulged as aforesaid, at least many of them* have 
f violated and contravened the foresaid orders and instructions 
< (upon which terms they were permitted and indulged to preach - 
f and exercise the other functions of the ministry) whereby 

* many disorders are occasioned, the said lords do therefore 
„« of new again require and command all those indulged mU 

* nisters to keep and observe the foresaid orders and in. 
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4 structions i» time coming, and specially for keeping within 
' the bounds of their own parishes, and celebrating the com- 

* muniorf upon one and the same Lord's day, as they will be 
« answerable *t their peril. And ordain these presents to be 

* printed, and copies thereof sent to the several ministers,* 
And the same day, as my author found from the registers, the 
council c discharged the non-conforming ministers to admit 

* any of the ministers not licensed by law to their communions 
4 or pulpits, and, if .they disobey, appointed the bishop of 

* the diocese to depose them.' 

From this additional order, and the clause within the pa- 
renthesis (upon which terms* they were permitted and indul- 
ged to preach and exercise the other functions of the ministry) 
one would be apt to imagine that this proclamation was in- 
tended to divide presbyterians among themselves 5 and it is 
certain the indulgence proved the occasion of much division. k 
They who could not comply therewith on account of the 
erastianism that run through the whole of it, condemned 
those who complied, as renouncing presbyterian principles, 
because it was said that the observation of these instructions 
was the terms upon which they were indulged •, and therefore, ' 
when they accepted of the indulgence upon such terms, they 
consented to receive their ministry* and the free exercise of 
it, on these conditions % so that, whether they punctually ob- 
served them afterwards or npt, the bargain was established. 
And though these instructions, when first given, were not ex- 
pressly so calle4i yet the manner of proposal was such, as all 
who would not willingly be ensnared, might have been con- 
vinced, that so, and no otherwise, they were intended, and 
upon the matter, could bear no other construction. On the 
other hand, they who had clearness to accept of the indulgence, 
though they could not observe the rules and instructions gi- 
ven, argued, that they did not look upon these as the con- 
ditions of their acceptance, but as the impositions of the 
magistrate ; as the reader will see from a petition of the Rev. 
Mr Thomas Wylie, occasioned by the above-mentioned pro- - 
clamation, of which I shall gwe the following abbreviate. 

Most Honourable^ 
€ I would most willingly have forborne this address, if not eon- 

* strained thereto by your Lordships' late act. — The act Sep- 

* tember 3d, 1672, in its complex contrivance, with the other 

* two of the same date, were not a little grievous to many, and 
« to me : yet— looking upon these rules in the second act as 

* enjoined subpcenu y I resolved (having an invitation from the 
t people) thankfully to accept of the permission, — and tt* 
i answer, when challenged, for every breach of the rules, which, 
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I looked upon as orders, afrd not as terms, or consideration 
upon which we were permitted to preach ; neither can I 
look upon them, or any thing at the first contrivance, as 
such ; for terms upon which, 8tc. import a compact between 
the giver and receiver ; but in this matter I knew of no 
such thing. You* lordships Only enjoined them, — with cer- 
tification, as those concerned will be answerable ; so that— 
there is nothing in ail these acts so much as intimating that 
your lordships intended any consent 9* obligation, by way 
of condition, from the receivers of your offer.; but— con- 
tented yourselves with the intimation of your pleasure, with 
certification. — Your lordships offer being free* the acceptance 
arbitrary, the rules not enjoined as conditions* but commands 
subj)oena> and the resolution of ministers, as to them, being 
either to give a satisfying reason or suffer with a good con* . 
science for neglecting them — I and others have been in readi- 
ness hitherto, to answer every one convincingly, who either 
out of malice were apt to reproach, or out of scruple to 
stumble as the least use making of the allowance, as if we 
thereby had involved ourselves m complying with an appro- 
bation of prelacy, erastiariism, the supremacy in its full ex* 
tent, &c. which things to approve were contrary to the; 
known principles of presbyterians. But how it being your 
lordships' pleasure to impose these rules upon us as terms 
upon which we are permitted and indulged, &c. I confess,—- 
though — I do not deny to the king's majesty his just power 
about matters ecclesiastical allowed him by the word of 
God, and practised by the godly reforming kings of Judah, 
yet I dare not, because of the awe of God upon me, do 
any thing, as my own proper act and deed, that will in- 
volve me . in such approbation and compliances contrary to 
my conscience > such as the acceptance of the rules, under 
the notion of terms upon which, &c. or the observance of 
them imposed as orders would do/ Upon this he prayed 
for the free and full exercise of his ministry, without any 
straitening impositions. 

He also drew up another paper, containing short and solid 
reasons why presbyterian ministers could not in their prac- 
tice fall in with the rules commanded by the council; but, as I 
have already given an abstract of the grievances of several 
presbyterian ministers as to the indulgence^ and particularly 
of Mr John Burnet, 1 must here refer the reader to Mr Wod- 
row, p. 4$0 and 431. Some other things, relating to the in- 
dulged will fall in afterwards. 

Meanwhile the committee at Glasgow sat down on the 
sixth of April, Sir Gdorge Maxwell of Nether- pollok and his 
son John, Sir Archibald Stewart of Castfemilk, the laird of 
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Dunlop, James Hamikon of Aikenhead, Gabriel Hamilton of 
Westburn, Mr Hugh Corbet of Hargary, Mr Ninian HiH pf 
, JLambhill, Patrick Hamikon of Neilsland, gentlemen ; Messrs 
Andrew Mortoun, Hugh Smith, Matthew Crawford and 
James Wocfoow (after the revolution professor of divinity at 
Glasgow) ministers \ John Johnston and Matthew Curaming 
merchants in Glasgow, and others, were summoned before 
them, to declare upon oath what conventicles they had beeft 
at since 1674, what children they had baptized, and whether 
they had received or harboured intercommuned persons. The 
two first, through the interest of some of the members, got 
off without swearing. As none of the ministers and preachers 
appeared, they were declared rebels, and the soldiers had 
orders to apprehend them wherever they could. The rest re- 
fusing to swear were reputed guilty, and after being fined for 
os many conventicles as the committee thought fit, were imr 
prisoned at Glasgow, and from thence sent to Edinburgh, 
where they continued in jail for some months. 

During which time several occurrences happened. The 
council met on the 26th of April, when they had a letter from 
his majesty, dated the 2d of January, signifying his royal 
pleasure to take off* the restraint from the Bishop ofDum- 
blain, and from Messrs Turner, Robertson, Cant and Ha- 
milton, order the council to act accordingly ; with which they 
complied. 

At the same meeting, the better to suppress conventicles, 
the council extended their proclamation of the 8th of April 
1669, to the whole kingdom, whereby every heritor, on whose 
estate any conventicle should be held, was to be fined in 501. , 
sterling. However, it was easy for the managers to overlook 
themselves in this case, and they would doubtless take care of 
that. 

Next day the council ordered lists of the intercommuned 
persons and of such as were denounced and declared fugitives* 
to be transmitted to all sheriffs and magistrates of burghs, in 
order to their being apprehended. And, being informed of 
some conventicles in the shire of Ayr, they appointed the earl 
of Dumfries, and others, to enquire thereinto, and to punish 
the guilty. 

The indulged ministers in the diocesan synod of Glasgow, 
having got a charge of horning to pay the ordinal y dues to 
their clerk and bursar, they all made payment, except Messrs 
Anthony Schaw, Alexander Wedderburn, Ralph Roger, 
George Ramsay, John Spakling, John Bell, Robert Boyd, 
John Wallace, Robert Bell, Wiljiam Tullidaff; William Mait- 
land, Andrew Hutcheson, Thomas Wylie and Gabriel Cu- 
ningham. Wherefore Fairfoul the clerk got a horning against 
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them, and on the first of June gave them warning that he 
was to distress them. They represented their case in a pe- 
tition to the council ; but, though ho answer is recorded, yet 
it seems the matter was dropt. 

As the .indulgence was very dissatisfying to many con- 
scientious people, so, about this time, some young preachers 
began at their desire to preach, on the Lord's day, in the 
borders of some of the parishes of the indulged, which these last 
apprehended was unnecessary, since they constantly preach- 
ed themselves, and that it would tend to divide and distract 
the people ; but the truth is, the indulgence itself, and the ac<- 
cepting of it, was the occasion of the divisions that after* 
wards broke out. 

On the fifth of June the council received the reports from 
their commissioners for trying conventicles in Aberdeenshire, 
Glasgow, &c. and found that the lady Polmais in Stirling- 
shire had been before them, and declared upon her honour 
that she was free from what they charged her with ; but re- 
fusing to swear to their questions, had committed her c«se to 
the council. The laird of Balgony and his lady, with lady 
Kennet, were ordered to be denounced for not appearing be- 
fore these commissioners. Mr Hugh Campbell at Muirkirk 
was ordered to be summoned before the council for preaching 
without a presentation ; and the magistrates of Glasgow were 
appointed to produce Mr Alexander Gordon, or his sureties, 
for holding a conventicle there. x 

The same day the council referred the processes against 
Nether-pollock, Tbrrence, and Dalduy, for keeping 01 con- 
venticles, to the commission ibr public affairs. 

About the middle of this month the following accident 
produced some remarkable alterations. While Mr James 
Kirkton (before the Restoration minister at Martin, and mi* 
nister at Martin, and minister in Edinburgh after the Revo- 
lution) was walking in the street of Edinburgh, he was civilly 
accosted by one Captain Carstairs, together with James Scot 
of Tullishaw, and a footman. As Mr Kirkton was going aside 
with Carstairs, he asked Scot who he was •, to which Scot re- 
plied with silence and staring ; whereby Kirkton found he 
was trepanned, and a prisoner. Carstairs brought him to the 
house of one Alexander a messenger, and sending off Scot 
and his footman, carried him into a dark room. Then Kirkton 
asked what he meant. Carstairs replied, Sir, you owe me 
money. Mr Kirkton asked whom he took him for. Carstairs 
jsaid, John Wardlaw. Kirkton undeceived him, and inge* 
nously told him who he was •, to that the other said, he had 
nothing to say to him. 

After they had been together about half an hour^ Mr Ro» 
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bert Bailie of Jerviswood, a- relation of Kirkton's, together 
with Andrew Stevenson and Patrick Johnston merchants in? 
Edinburgh, being informed of Mr Kirkton's circumstances^ 
came to the door, and called to Castairs to open, asking what 
he had to do with a man in a dark dungeon. Castairs refused 
to open the door, and drew out a pocket pistol. Whereupon 
Kirkton grasped his adversary, and, in the struggle, both fell 
on the ground, and Kirkton called out, Murder / Then Jer- 
viswood and the two that were with him burst open the door, 
and parted them, without offering any violence to Carstairs* 
and rescued their friend. 

Upon the misrepresentation of this affair to lord Halton 
by Castairs and Scot, a council was immediately called ; to 
whom Halton told, that some of their public officers had 
catched a fanatic minister, but that he had been tumultously 
rescued. Jerviswood was brought before them, and gave them 
a faithful account of the affair, so that the council would have 
dropt it, had not Sharp said, If Carstairs was not supp^ted 
and Jerviswood made an example of, there would be no pro- 
secuting of the fanatics ! and therefore the next council day, 
June 22d, Jerviswood was fined in 5001. sterling, and kept 
four months hi prison before he was .released. He paid 2000 
merks of his fine to Carstairs, and with no small difficultywas 
forgiven the rest. The council referred Andrew Stevenson 
and Patrick Johnston to the, committee for public affairs, by 
whom they were fined, the former in 10001. Scots, and the 
latter in 1000 merks, and ordered to remain in prison till pay-- 
ment. 

This was reckoned great injustice ; for though it was pre^ 
tended that Carstairs was a commissioned officer, and had pro- 
duced his commission for apprehending ejected ministers, &c. 
at the council board ; yet he produced no warrant to Jervis- 
wood and ,the rest" when they rescued Mr Kirkton. Bishop 
Burnet tells us, < That Bailie asked him what warrant he had 
to use him as he did •, and that Carstairs said he had a war- 
rant to carry him to prison, but refused to shew it. — And 
after ha had made Kirkton go out, he said he was resolved to 
pursue Carstairs for this riot; but, says Burnet, before the 
next council day a warrant for committing Kirkton, and six 
or seven more, was signed by nine privy counsellors, but ante- 
dated. Lord Athol told the doctor, that he was one who 
signed it' So that, as Mr Wodrow justly observes, the ma- 
nagers went upon a base forgery. 

Meanwhile Mr Kirkton sent a true narrative to the duchess 
of Lauderdale. When the duke saw it he seemed surprised, 
and owned he had never met with two such different accounts, 
as that scut by Halton and this by Mr Kirkton. Soon after 
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Mr Kirkton's letter and information were sent to the council 
Haton was enraged at this, and misrepresented all who had 
spoke in favour of Jerviswood> as if they had agreed to sub- 
wwrt lawfct authority,, and were combined against the king, 
and for the fanatics. Accordingly a new nomination of tfi* 
council came down, and all who would not submit to Hakoo 
and the primate were left out ; as duke Hamilton, who had 
spoke much in defence of Jerviswood, the lord privy seal, the . 
Earl of Kincardine, the Earl of Dundonald, and others. Kin- 
cardine and a few more went to court, and laid the whole af- 
fair before the king, but without any effect. 

For, on the 20th of July, a new commission of council was 
tent ddwn, wherein the archbishop of St Andrews was apt- 
pointed to preside in absence of the chancellor. And the same 
day the two archbishops, the lord privy-seal, the Earls of 
Argyle, Mar, Moray, Linlithgow, &c. or any three of them, 
were appointed their committee for public affairs, and received 
commission and authority to meet when and where they pleas- 
ed, and to take trial of conventicles, invasions of pulpits, &c 
with power to summon) apprehend, bring under bond, and 
give what orders they thought proper tothe forces, sheriffs, and 
other magistrates, and to consider the condition of prisoners, 
and to do all things necessary for his majesty's service, and 
make report to the councils / 

And now prelacy was at the height, for the two archr 
bishops, with any third creature, had in a manner the whole 
management put into their hands. What a low pass must 
religion and liberty have been in, when the primate and 
other two, in his chamber, might give what orders they had 
a-mind ? 

The same day the council had before them several who 
had been imprisoned hy the committee at Glasgow, and fined 
them as follows/ viz, James Hamilton of Aikenhead 10001. 
Scots ; Mr Hugh Corbet of Hargray, Mr Ninian Hill of 
Lambhill, and Gabriel Hamilton ofs Westburn 1000 merles 
each ; Patrick Hamilton of Neilsland 3001. 'Matthew dim- 
ming 2001. What came of the others, formerly mentioned, is 
not known : but as Alexander Wardrop of Dalmai nock gave 
his oath, and confessed his being at one conventicle, he was 
fined only in 50 merks ; and they were all ordered to remain 
in prison till they had paid their fines, which they quickly did. 

The committee of council ordered all sheriffs, &c. to sum- 
mon before them all who should be informed against by the 
conforming clergy, and to fine and imprison them, and give 
an account of their diligence to the council. Tnese under- 
bfficeis summoned multitudes 5 but people finding they must 
give their oath &tper inquirendis; did not appear, and were 
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therefore declared fugitives, and afterwards intercommuned. 
This obliged many to wander from place to place. However, 
God remarkably appeared for them, raised up friends to sup* 
ply their necessities, and support them in their distresses. 
Which dispersing of ministers and people tended greatly to 
the spreading of the gospel. They who formerly preached 
to few in private houses, now preached to the multitudes in 
the fields, with great success, though at the utmost hazard. 
And as the vicious lives of most of the prelatical clergy harden- . 
©d many in their wickedness, so the faithfulness, integrity and 
holy zeal of these confessors were convincing proofs that there 
was a reality in religion, especially considering the remarkable 
judgments that now and then fell upon their merciless per- 
secutors, 

Such was the persecuting spirit that raged at this time, that 
it reached the places out of his majesty's 'dominions ; for, by 
the influence of Sharp, the king was prevailed with to write to 
the States General of the United Provinces, to remove JanW 
Wallace, Messrs Robert Macward and John Brown out of 
their provinces. It is likely this James Wallace teas tha 
colonel of that name who was engaged at Pentland. But the' 
States, being convinced' of the unreasonableness of this demand,- 
especially as Messrs Macward and Brown had, complied with 
the sentence passed upon thetn in the year 1661 and 1662, 
would not comply with it ; and gave notice to Lord Benningen 
their ambassador in England, to communicate their resolution 
in the most prudent way he could. The curious reader may- 
see a translation of this worthy resolution of the States, dated 
ihe 31st of July, in Wodrow, Vol. I. p. 434, 435. 

Though our managers could not obtain iheir ends abroad, 
yet they increased the persecution at home ; for, on the third of , 
August^ the council intercommuned Mr James Kirkton, Alex* 
ander Lenox, John Rae, David Hume, Edward Jamlesoii* 
Robert Loekhart, John Welwood, John Weir, Andrew Donald- 
son, Thomas Macgill, James Wedderburn, Thomas Douglas, 
Francis Irvine, Alexander Bertram, and Alexander Wilson J 
stnd renewed their commission for suppressing conventicles in 
the northern shires, with a particular eye to Banff. *£hey 
likewise passed sentence in absence against above 40 in Fife, 
and about 30 or 40 more in Churnside and the country ad- 
jacent. 

The same day Mr Alexander Forester was, fey the council,* 
ordered to the Bass, and Mr William Erskine and the laird of 
Bedlane, both in Stirling castle, to Dumbarton. At the same 
meeting, Mr Robert Steedmah at Carridden, Mr George Hali- 
burton at Delgety, and Mr James Duncan in the family of 
&alhousie$ were denounced for keeping conventicles, as were 
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Alexander Gordon of Knockbreck, Henry Maculloch of Barn- \ 

holm, Hay of Arrowland, the old lady Monreith, Robert 

Macclelland of Barmagahan, Patrick Vance of Drumblair, all 
in Galloway ; Thomas Black well and others in Glasgow, were 
denounced for alleged harbouring of intercommuned persons j 
and Mr Douglas of Cavers was summoned to appear for keep- 
ing Mr James Osburn, as his chaplain, without the bishop's 
licence, and not appearing they were both denounced and out- 
lawed* 

Whether this was the Mi; Osburn, who was, after the Revo- 
lution, professor of divinity in the Marishal college of Aber- 
deen, I know not ; but I was assured by his son, the late prin- 
cipal of that university, that he was a very great sufferer in 
-this period ; but, such was his modesty, he declined speaking 
on that subject ; s<5 that the particulars are not known. 

The same day Kersland was sent prisoner, along with Jervis- 
wood, to Stirling-castle, where he'eontinued some time. From 
thence he was sent back to Dumbarton, and lay there till 
October 1677. The reader may now see how much business 
was transacted in one day ; but, as the persons were mostly ab- 
sent, and the committee for public affairs had prepared every 
thing for voting, processes could not be tedious. 
. On the sixth of September, Robert Andrew in Culross was 
fined m 50l. sterling for keeping conventicles* And, on the 
11th of October, the council being informed that Mr John 
Macgilligen was apprehended in Moray, ordered him to be 
brought to the prison of Edinburgh. The sufferings of this 
valuable person, since the establishment of prelacy were many. 
And the manner of his being apprehended was remarkable. 
Being called to baptize a child of his dear brother Mr Hugh 
Anderson, he stayed at his house all night. And that night, 
at three different times, he dreamed that thete were three men 
come to the house to apprehend him. Though he was no ob- 
server of dreams, yet the repetition of the same tiling made 
him thoughtful. He committed his case to God, and had 
scarce got up and was dressed, when three of Seaforth's servants 
came and seized him, and carried him to Fortrose, where he 
was some time in prison, and in a speech to th ; provost, bore 
an excellent testimony against prelacy. 

From thence he was sent to Nairn ; and about the beginning 
6f February, he and Mr Hog were brought up to Edinburgh,' 
where Mr Hog was imprisoned, but Mr 'Macgilligen was sent 
to the Bass, where for some time, he was not allowed a servant 
to make his bedv being forced to do all these servile offices for 
himself. But he has left it on record, that the upper springs* 
flowed liberally and sweetly, when the nether springs were 
imbittered to hint. And though, through the interest of Lortf 
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Macleod, he had afterwards some more liberty, yet here he 
contracted a gravel which put an end to all his sorrows. 

Mr William Bell and Robert Dick^were, upon the 12th of 
October, both sent to the Bass for a fieM-donventicle near Pent- 
land-hills. And, oa the Oth of November, the council, being 
informed that Mr Patrick Hamilton, brother to thq laird of 
Halcraig,' had pleached in a private house at Edinburgh, fined 
Mrs Mary Hepburn, Lady Salcotes, in 2001. Scots, and her 
daughter Mrs Mary Lidingtoun in 200 merks, for being pre- 
sent : and sent Mary Haldane and Betsie Muir to prison, till 
they should find bail for 1000 merks each to remove from the 
town of Edinburgh and six miles round it. At the same se- 
derunt they released Mr Andrew Kennedy of Clowburn, upon 
a bond of 10,000 merks to appear when called, though nothing 
criminal could be proved against him. , r- 

And such was the zeal of. the managers, that, on the 30th 
of November, the council fined James Dunlop of Houshill 
in Renfrewshire, in the sum of lOOty merks, for neglecting 
his duty in suppressing conventicles, and declared him inca- 
pable of acting any more as baihe-depute of the regality of 
Glasgow, though nothing could be laid to his charge, ex- 
cept that lie could not keep pace with the prelates, in perse- 
cuting those who heard the gospel. However, he was after- 
wards restored to his office, but, being unacceptable to the 
archbishop and others, he did not long continue in it. 

On the 7th of December Mr John Law, late minister at 
Campsie, being called, and not appearing, was ordered to be 
denounced. He was charged for keeping conventicles, in- 
vading pulpits, and being concerned in ordaining persons for 
the ministry." Two days after this the town of Edinburgh 
was fined in 501. sterling for a conventicle lately held there. 
I shall now end the transactions of this year with an account 
of some who suffered, but the particular dates I know not. 

For several years the Rev. Mr Andrew Donaldson, late 
minister at Dalgety, continued to preach in a gentleman's 
house in that country, till, through the instigation of 
the prelates, he was intercommuued on the 3d of August 
this year. Although he was now old and infirm, and 
did not preach except sometimes on the Sabbath-even- 
ing to his own family, and a few others, who came to hear 
him, yet, for this cause, a party of soldiers came one night 
and carried him out of his bed to the prison of Linlithgow, 
where he continued more than a year. The commander of 
the party, by whom he was thus apprehended, died under great 
horror of conscience for the part he acted in this matter. In 
the months of April or May, 1679, he gave the Earl of Ar- 
gyle warning of his after sufferings and death, as that noble 
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peer told several in the castle of Edinburgh a few days before 
his martyrdom. Mr Donaldson continued under trouble till 
theyear 1687. 

Gilbert Macilwraith of Dinmurchie, a gentleman of a mo- 
derate estate in the shire of Ayr, was this year intercom- 
muned merely for not appearing. , In theyear 1680, he was 
forfeited with many others in absence, and the gift of his 
estate and moveables was made over to the Earl of Glen cairn. 
His wife and children were very rudely treated, being ex- 
pelled their house with nothing but their clothes on their 
back, and a child in the cradle. All this and much more 
was proved before the committee of parliament after the Re* 
volution. 

In the year .1677, things grew still worse. Messrs Jofaft 
Welsh, Gabriel Semple, Samuel Arnot, and John Scot of 
Hawick, having last year been obliged to retire to England, 
they were very useful in Cumberland and Northumberland, 
reclaiming sinners, and instructing, many who scarcely had 
the gospel ever preached among them before. Some went also 
to the north of Ireland, where they were of great service. 

In the beginning of this year . a great number of presby- 
terian ministers, indulged and not indulged, assembled at 
Edinburgh, and Mr Ralph Roger was chosen their modera- 
tor. Some, such as the Rev. Mr Macward, looked upon 
this as an erastian meeting, since several of the indulged 
were members of it, and since the motion made by the Rev. 
Mr Blackadder was treated in a manner with contempt ; for, 
when he proposed that they should first set some days apart 
for fasting and humiliation on account of their defections, 
some cried out, Divisive, divisive, and others, Come % let us 
unite., Mr Wellwood, Mr Cameron, and a third, were call- 
ed before this meeting for preaching separation from the ac- 
tually indulged ; but they declined them, as not a lawfully 
constitute and qualified judicatory. Be these things as they 
will, the ministers thus assembled did not take upon them- the 
authority of a general assembly *, but gave it as their opinion 
that the sentences inflicted on the protesters, 1661, should be 
reversed, that the indulged and not indulged should preach 
with one another without distinction, and that the indulged 
should not confine themselves only to their own pulpits. 
They had likewise a good deal of debate concerning indefi- 
nite ordination, whether, especially in the persecuted state of 
the church, ministers might not be ordained, without any 
prospect of a settlement among a particular congregation; 
but they came to no resolution. 

Conventicles still abounded notwithstanding the sanguinary 
laws in force. Mr Welsh* &c. returned to the south and 
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West in the spring. The sacrament of the Lord's supper was 
administered in the fields near the water of Girvan in Ayr- 
shire, where thousands were present, and great success at- 
tended the preaching of the gospel on that occasion. 

As a price was set upon Mr Welsh's head, he still -travelled 
about with some of his friends armed in their own defence. 
The conforming clergy magnified these meetings, as if the 
whole of the presbyterians were in arms ; and the bishops 
gave out that an insurrection was intended, notwithstanding 
such a thing was far from any of their thoughts. 

On the 6th of January a letter came from the king to the 
council, making void all the commissions about the militia 
formerly granted to Duke Hamilton, which no doubt they 
carefully intimated to him. 

On the 28th, Mr James Fraser of Brae was. apprehended 
about ten at night, when engaged in family- worship, an3 car- 
ried directly to prison. He had his share of sufferings dur- 
ing the preceding years, was one of those who had been m- 
tercoinmuned about two years before, though none whom he 
valued ever shunned his company for that. He was next 
day brought before a committee of council, but, as he him- 
self relates it, was charged with no crime, but only examined 
and verbally accused as a seditious person, who did rend the 
church of Christ. That the reader may have a specimen of 
their insnaring proceedings, I shall mention a few of their 
questions with his answers. Qu. c Did you ever preach in: 
c the fields ? Am. Your lordship knows, that that, accord- 

* ing to your law, is criminal ; and I am not obliged to be 

* my own accuser* It is enough that my throat be cut, 
c though I do it not with my own hands. If you have a 
« mindf to stage me on that, bring my accusers, and then pro- 
c ceed as your lordship thinks fit. Bishop. Though these 
* c shifts be taken from others, yet they must not, Sir, be 
< taken so from, a man of parts. Dundonald. Sir, you would 

* gain the good-will of the committee by being ingenuous and 

* free. I assure you none of us have any. ill- will at you, or 

* intend to take any advantage of you, or of any of your 

* party, from any thing you say. Am. I thank your lord- 

* ship. Halton. Did you ever preach at Linlithgow ? Am. 

* It may be I have. Bisk. Yes, Sir, you have, and in the 

* fields there top, and that to great conventicles. Am. I de- 
' sire that may be proved.' He was likewise interrogate as 
to, bis principles concerning government, and frankly owned 
his aversion to prelacy ; but, says he, * As to my loyalty, I 

* would not care much though you all saw what was in my heart 

* anent it.' In short, nothing was proved against him. Ne- 
vertheless he was, after examination, remanded to prison* 
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His pockets were searched for letters, &c. and all company 
discharged. But he remarks, that * the Lord was a light 
« round about him, and him they could not shut out.' Next 
morning he was wakened by one of the jailors, and ordered 
to make ready to go immediately to the Bass, for so the 
council had appointed. Accordingly he and Mr James 

' Mitchell who had endured the torture were conducted thither 
by a party of twelve horse and thirty foot. He remained 
there two years and a half. But after the affair of Both well, 
the king granted an indemnity, and ordered that all prison- 
ers for non-conformity, who had not been in that rising, 
might be set at liberty. Accordingly in July 1679, he aud 
other ministers were brought from the Bass to th,e prison of 
Edinburgh, and in twenty-four hours time, upon finding bail 
for 80001. sterling to appear when called* was set at liberty. 
Sir Hugh Campbell of Calder was bail for Mr Fraser in the 
sum of 5000 merks Scots; nevertheless he continued in a 
wandering condition till November 1681, when we shall meet 

» with him again. 

Mr Andrew Forester, having been lately apprehended in 
Fife, was upon the 8th brought before the council, and or- 
dered to be kept close prisoner in Edinburgh. There had 
been a meeting of about fifty or sixty of the ejected ministers 
on the 20th of May 1676 to whom he was clerk. When he 
was taken, their minutes were found about him, and upon 
his refusing to relate the particular circumstances of it, he 
was imprisoned as above. 

The same day, Scott of Pitlochie was sent to the Bass, 
and Messrs Thomas Blackwell, William Stirling, and Ro- 
bert Fork, were ordered to be brought in prisoners to Edin^ 
burgh. An information was given to the government, after 
the Revolution, that Mr Blackwell was committed to prison 
1677 for conventicles, ^hen under a most violent fit of the^ 
gravel. However, one night the door being open, and the 
jailor drunk, he and William Stirling a fellow-prisoner got 
out, for which the magistrates of Glasgow were fined in 
10,000 merks, but the most of it was remitted after the inr 
demnity 1679. Mr Blackwell was pursued by those who 
were bail for the jailor, and again committed to prison, where 
he continued for a long time much afflicted with the gravel, 
and was obliged to transact for 7000 merks to his pursuers, 
the greatest part of which he paid, though William Stirling 
was not at all pursued. 

This year the excellent Lord Cardross suffered farther 
hardships. However, on the 8th of February, he was per- 
mitted to go out of prison till the 1 8th on account of his lady's 
indisposition* 
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On the IStb, the council gave a commission to Lord Max- 
well a papist to apprehend presbyterian ministers and others, 
and to levy 5000 merks of fines lately imposed on the parish 
of Diinscoir for a riot. Such was their zeal against popery ! 
On the 22d, Robert Blae and William Gray of Gulross were 
severely fined for conventicles. And on the 1st of March 
the council wrote to the JSarl of Seaforth, severely reprimand- 
ing him for having granted a warrant to the sheriff of Najni 
to give some liberty to Mr Macgilligen ; for they had been 
informed that that sheriff had, for some time before he was 
ordered to apprehend Mr Macgilligen kept him as a chaplain, 
and suffered him to preach and keep conventicles. The same 
day they allowed Lord Cardross to go about his affairs, upon 
a bond of 1001. sterling, for every offence committed by him 
or his ladv, which we shall find was afterwards rigorously 
exacted. 

Great care was taken at this time to have the youth edu- 
cated to their mind Accordingly, on the 6th of March, the 
council made an act discharging all students from being ad* 
Quitted to academical degrees > unless they took the oath of 
allegiance and declaration ; and signifying that the masters 
should be deprived if they conferred any degrees upon other 
terms. The same day letters were ordered to be sent to the 
sheriffs, bailies of regalities, &c. to encourage them in prose- 
cuting those who went to conventicles, by informing them 
that they were to have the fines of all below heritors for their 
own use. They likewise appointed the Earls of Linlithgow 
and Wintoun, the Lords Elphjngston and Belhaven, the 
treasurer-depute, the advocate, and Lord Collingtoun, or any 
three of them, to be the committee for public affairs. 

The bishops being, it seems, displeased that many went 
|rum Edinburgh to Dalmenie to hear Mr Alexander Hamilr 
ton the indulged minister of that place, the council, on the 
7th of March, removed him to Dakerfi The compliancess of 
some of the indulged gave often ce to many, being judged in^ 
consistent with presbyterian principles- » 

On the 4«th of April, the counql, in a letter $o Lauderdale, 
complained of the increase of conventicles; and that, when 
the preachers or hearers were prosecuted, they repaired to 
England \ and therefore earnestly begging that {lis majesty 
would provide a remedy for this evil. 

. Qn the 2d of May, letters were sent, by order of the counr 
cil, to many pf the r^yal \)urghs, to be more careful in sup- 
pressing of. conventicles ; and thp same day Robert JJeniiet 
of Chesters was brought before theni for being at a field - 
meeting, where they alleged the king's forces were resisted 5 
«kI the spkliers who apprehended, him and Mr Bl^ckwelji 
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were allowed 101. sterling out of the fines for each of them. 
Orders were likewise sent to Colortel Borthwiok, to place 
guards at the gates of the city of Glasgow on the Sabbath- 
day, to prevent people from going thence to these meetings : 
nay, they discharged all the ejected ministers, who did not 
enter into their confinement 1672, from entering into any 
churches, declaring that, for the future, they would indulge 
no more. This doubtless was very acceptable to the prelates. 
Next day, May 3d, the Earl of Dumfries represented to 
the council, that Mr William Macmillan of Caldow, in the 
parish of Balmaclellan in Galloway, had, for some time, been 
imprisoned at Dumfries for non-conformity, and prayed that 
he might be let out and confined to the bounds of his own 
parish, which was complied with. This excellent person, * 
after the establishment of prelacy, was greatly persecuted by 
Mr Moir the episcopal minister and Sir James Turner, so 
that he was obliged to leave his mother's family, disperse his, 
own, and live as a fugitive the best way he could. Though 
he was not at Pentland,^et Sir William Bannantyne quartered 
his men on his family, detained him and several others^prisoners 
in the house of Earlstoun. His house was spoiled, his furni- 
ture seized, though he had given a bond containing a penalty of 
1G001. to answer the council, or justiciary, for any thing that 
could be laid to his charge. This gentleman went frequently 
to Ireland, till at last he was licensed to preach 1673 by the 
presbyteriah ministers of the county of Down. When en- 
gaged in this work he was informed against by the prelates 
and the Earl of Nithsdale, who sent two of his militia troops, 
with some other violent papists, who apprehended and car- 
ried him prisoner, first to Kirkcudbright, and then to Dum- 
fries, where, without any"accusation, he was continued prisoner 
35 months without intermission to .the great prejudice of his 
health. 

On the same 3d of May, Mr James Drummond was or- 
dered to be brought to the tolbobth of Edinburgh, because, 
when formerly set at liberty, he engaged not to keep conven- 
ticles, and yet wag taken preaching 5 and the committee for 
public affairs, in their report to the council, gave it as their 
opinion that he should be sent to the Bass. My author ob- 
serves, that, if he made such a promise, he was almost the 
only presbyterian minister that did so at this time ; that they 
$U gave bond to appear when called, but none of them would 
Engage not to preach. 

The 28th of June the committee for public affairs reported 
to the council their proceedings against the presbyterian mi- 
nisters in their hands. Mr Wodrow has inserted their re- 
port at large, Vol I. p.- 4*7, &c. to which I must refer the 
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reader. The same day the council fined Mr Bennet of £hesr 
ters in 400 merks for conventicles, and for hearing and con- 
versing with Mr Welsh, and ordered him to remain in the 
Bass till payment : they likewise fined Adam Stobie oi Lus- 
car in 3000 merks, and after he had paid the fine he was ba- 
nished the kingdom ; and the same day John Anderson of 
Dowhill younger (several times provost of Glasgow after the 
Revolution) was brought before the committee for public af- 
fairs, and accused for being at many conventicles, and for a 
series of non conformity, and refusing to swear, was reputed 
guilty, and because he would not hear his parish minister, 
was .fined in 5001 sterling, and ordered to lie in prison at 
Edinburgh till he paid it. He remained there till the begin- 
ning of October, when he was released upon his paying 2000 
merks. 

On the 19th of July, the council gave a commission to Sir 
William Murray of Stanhope, and to some officers of the 
militia, to disperse conventicles in the ^hire of Peebles, and 
the same day Mr Robert Trail, son to Mr Robert Trail, mi- 
nister at Edinburgh, was brought before the council, and . 
acknowledged that he had kept house-conventicles. But, 
being asked if he had preached at field-conventicles, he re- 
ferred that to proof, because the law made it capital. He 
owned he had converse^ with Mr Welsh when on the Eng- 
lish border, and that he was ordained to the ministry by pres- 
by terian ministers at London 1 670. But, refusing to clear 
himself by oath, he was therefore sent to the TJass. Major 
Johnston got 10001. Scots for apprehending him. This Mr 
Trail was afterwards an useful minister to a congregation of 
dissenters in London. His Sermons on the Throne of Grace, 
the Lord's Prayer, and John xvii. 24. are much esteemed by v 
many. 

On the 24th of July, Sir Alexander Bruce of Broomhall, 
for not obliging his tenants to subscribe the bond, was fined 
in 12001. Scots. And the same day they made an act order- ; 
ing heritors to be summoned for conventicles, as well as te- 
nants, in order to be made liable^ for their fines, if it should- 
appear they had not obliged them to subscribe the bond, as 
required by the proclamation the 18th June, 1674*, which put \ 
multitudes pf gentlemen to a great deal of trouble. Accords 
ing James Smith of Tullochshaugh and many heritors in the „ 
shires of Lanark and Renfrew, were charged to appear be-; 
fere the council on the 7th of August, to be examined as to 
their being at conventicles, their neglecting to take bond of 
their tenants, and to give their oath upon these articles, 
otherwise to be accounted guity. The summons to Tulloch- 
shaugh was dated the 28th of July, two days ^fter the coun- 
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cil granted the prisoners in the Bass liberty to walk every- 
where above the walls, except Mr James Mitchel, who was 
ordered to be kept closely confined. 

But, before I proceed to relate what immediately followed 
upon these proceedings, it seems proper to observe, that, 
either \rx June or July this year, the Duke and Duchess of 
Lauderdale came down to Scotland, and that one of the 
dutchess's daughters, by her first husband, was married to 
the Lor4 Lorn, afterwards the first Duke of Argyle. The 
other was designed for the Marquis of Athol's eldest son, but 
that did not take effect. 

The presbyterian ministers in Glasgow, PaisJey, Irvine, 
and Hamilton, judging it proper to address his grace, pitch- 
ed upon Mr Matthew Crawford to go to Edinburgh to con- 
sult with Mr John Carstairs. A meeting of ministers there 
approving the motion, employed Mr Anthony Murray, a re- 
lation of the Dutchess of Lauderdale. He got access to the 
duke, and humbly intreated his grace to interpose with the 
king for taking, oft* the letters of intercommuiung laid on so 
many ministers, and releasing their brethren in the Bass and 
other places, and that they might have liberty to meet, for 
drawing up a supplication to the king's majesty. The duke 
told him, that he was ready to do all the service he could to 
l>im, but would grant no favour to that party, being (as hct 
said) unworthy of any. From this the ministers concluded, 
that evil was determined against them j however, next coun- 
cil-day, when several lords represented that the pressing of 
the bond would ruin their tenants, and lay their lands waste* . 
the duke began to talk pretty openly of a third indulgence, 
and soon signified his inclinations to sundry presbyterian mi- 
nisters by Lord MelviL But when the two archbishops com- 
plained of this to the duke, it is said he told them, that he in- 
tended no liberty to the preshyterians at all 5' onjy it was con- 
venient to keep them in hopes till an army Was raised to sup- 
press them, which was now in agitation. ~ ' 

On the 2d of August, John Cunningham of Bedlane was re- 
leased Irani his confinement, upon giving bond and security 
to re-enter when called. Then the council emitted a new 
proclamation, by which all heritors, wadsetters, and liferen- 
ters, were required to engage themselves by bond, not only 
for themselves and families, but for all that lived under them, 
that they should not keep or be present at any conventicle, 
or baptize or marry with ejected mjnisters, under the highest 
penalties contained in the former acts. See Wodrow's Ap- 
pendix, No- 79- 

The same day, Lord Cardross was summoned to appear 
en the 7th of August, before the council, for two irregular 
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baptisms, two of his children having been baptized by persons 
who were neither his own parish- ministers, nor licensed by 
the council. His lordship gave them a plain representation 
of the case, acknowledging that, during his long confinement, 
he had a child born in the town of Edinburgh ; and that, 
not being permitted either to attend his lady in her labour, 
or discharge the other duties relating to the child, he was not 
in a capacity to conform to the act of parliament in that case j 
he only knew that the child was truly and christianly baptize^' 
but never inquired by what minister it was done. Notwith- 
standing whereof Cardross was fined in half a year's value4 
rent 

The same 7th of August the lady Kinkell was fined in; 
5000 merks, and the Lady Pitlochie in 1000, for being at 
conventicles. And, to render the ends of the last mentioned 
proclamation the more effectual, the council, on the same 
day, erected a kind of high-commission, authorizing several 
noblemen and gentlemen to put the laws against conventicles 
and othjer disorders in execution. The commissioners had 
certain bounds assigned them. The lord-treasurer was ap- 
pointed for the shire of Edinburgh, the Earl of Wintoun 
and Lord Belhaven for Haddington, for Linlith- 
gow, the Marquis of A thole for Perth, the Earl of Hume for 
Merse and Tiviotdole, &c They were to inform themselves 
of all persons within the bounds assigned them, who with- 
drew from public ordinances, went to house or field-conven- 
ticles, of all disorderly baptisms and marriages, &c. and report 
their diligence once every three months to the council. 

When the last proclamation and bond came west, it much 
alarmed the noblemen, gentlemen, and heritors ; for they 
reckoned it the hardest thing that could be, that they should 
oblige themselves for those that were not in their power, and 
be required to do what was impossible ; and alleged, that many 
of the counsellors could not safely bind themselves for their 
oiviv families, and therefore how could country gentlemen be 
bound for multitudes under severe penalties ? 

Upon this a considerable number of noblemen, gentlemen 
and heritors of the shire of Ayr, inet, and having chosen the 
Earl of Lowdoun preses, agreed upon a letter to the council, 
excusing themselves for refusing a bond which they could not 
keep, and proposing another expedient for securing the peace 
of the country, even the granting a farther liberty to presby- 
terians. This was taken so ill by the managers, that the ex- , 
Cellent nobleman who signed the letter was never more in fa- 
Tour ; so that after enduring sundry hardships, he left his na-» 
five country, and died at Leyden. 

The proclamation met with no better treatment in Clydes- 
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dale. Duke Hamilton was no friend to it, and the heri- 
tors of Lanark unanimously agreed to refuse the bond. This 
opposition a little softened the severe instructions and 
commissions at the council's meeting in October, when they 
ittade an act agreeable to the report then given in by the 
committee for public affairs, c That if any person that is sum- 
1 « moned be ready to swear, or pay his finei he shall not be 
4 troubled with bonds or other engagements, since the con- 
* stant punishment of transgressors will supply the' necessity 
< of bonds, and since the law itself is the strongest bond that 
« can be exacted of any man, 8cc/ However these continued 
but a very short whil^. 

On the 10th of August, according to the author of the his- 
tory of indulgence, there was a proclamation, in which it is 
v declared, that since divers of the indulged ministers had ne- 
glected their instructions given them by the council, all heri- 
tors, &c were discharged from paying any part of their stipend 
for the year 1677, and in time coming, without a special or- 
der and warrant from the council. However at this time, 
many indulged ministei's were summoned to appear before the 
council, but there were few or none who appeared. Mr James 
Currie was before them on the 7th, and, being . accused for 
being at a conventicle was in the corner of his own parish, he 
went to expostulate with the preacher for withdrawing his 
people from him ; and this being his case he was dismissed. 
But Mr James Greg being called, and not appearing, his in- 
dulgence was declared to be forfeited, and he discharged from 
preaching any more in Carstairs. At the same time the 
council being informed that the indulged ministers did not 
keep their instruptions, a new copy was ordered to be sent to 
each, signifying, that; if they break them, they should be im- 
mediately turned out, and otherwise censured* ^They having 
likewise information that Mr -— — Qilchrist had been settled in 
the'parish oi'Carsphairn, after the death of Mr John Semple, 
ordered him to be dispossessed, and brought in prisoner to 
Edinburgh. Now, since the indulged were put to these hard- 
ships, the reader, I suppose, will not be surprised that others, 
who had not freedom to accept of any indulgence, and yet 
exercised their ministry where they had opportunity, had the 
hardest measure of sufferings. 

The prelatic party was very strong at this time in the coun- 
cil \ for- though some were for moderate measures, as Argyle, 
the president, Stair, Sir Thomas Wallace of Craigie, and a 
few more, yet the generality were for carrying things to the 
utmost extremity. Upon the 4th of September Sir George 
Mackenzie of Rosehaugh was admitted a privy counsellor, and 
about this time Sir John Nisbet, who had been his majesty's 
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advocate for several years, was turned out, and succeeded by 
- Sir George, who was greatly instrumental in the after-suf- 
ferings of the prcsbytenans , so that the fprclates themselves 
could never charge him with any thing like moderation. 

At the same sederunt a letter from the king, dated the 24th 
of Augtist, was read, signifying it was his royal pleasure, that 
for the future, all the officers of state should accept their com- 
missions durante beneplacito. By this means all the inferior 
officers were made ,to depend on him who had the kings ear. 
But, though this was Lauderdale's contrivance, it was after- 
wards turned against him. 

On the 9th of October the committee fot public affairs gave 
it as their opinion, that Mr Robert Trail, Scot of Pitlochie, 
Mr James Drummond, and Mr Fraser of Brae, - should be 
set at liberty from the Bass, upon giving bond to appear when 
called; But notwithstanding this, Mr Fraser was continued 
through the particular spite of the primate. I know not what 
the council did as to the rest. Only Mr Alexander Peden 
was ordered to be let out of the Bass,. upon obliging himself 
to depart from Britain, and not to return under a severe pe- 
nalty. Several others had some liberty granted them by this 
r sederunt, as Messrs Hog, MacgiHigen, and Thomas Ross j 
but it was the eve of a severe persecution. 

Though conventicles greatly increased this year, yet both 
ministers and people behaved in a most peaceable manner : 
nothing of disloyalty could be laid to their charge, notwith- 
standing the finings, confinings, imprisonments, denouncing* 
and intercommunings they endured. A paper writ by a gen- 
tlemen of very good intelligence at this time, says, That, by 
a sober computation it appeared, that, before the end of this 
year 1677, near 17,000 were thus harrassed-, but still they met' 
peaceably. It is true several of them came with arms, in or- 
der to defend themselves from the barbarous outrages of the 
soldiers, which was a great handle to the prelates,' who, upon 
hearing of the design of any farther favour to those who could 
not in conscience submit to abjured prelacy, left no stone i^}* 
turned to defeat the design. In order to this they raised a 
mighty cry that the ehurc/i was in danger from an intended in- 
% surrection, which liad not the least foundation. The following 
incident was also aggravated. 

Carstairs, who had been very diligent in harrassing the 
presbyterians in the east parts of life, had turned out lady 
Colvil from her house, so that she was obliged to conceal her- 
self for some time in the fields and mountains, which greatly 
impaired her health. This fellow went round tlve country 
with about a dozen of men, having no other warrant but the 
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archbishop's cofrimission, under pretence of searching for de- 
nounced and intorcommuned persons, and committed many 
outrages. About the beginning of October, six or seven gen- 
tlemen being in the house of John Balfour in Kinloch, Car- 
stairs came with his company, while one of the gentlemen was 
accidentally at the door. Philip Garret, an Irish tinker, one 
of Carstair's gang, advanced, and, without asking a question, 
or receiving the least provocation, fired at the gentleman, but 
happily missed him. However, Garret, followed into the 
house. By this time the gendeijien being alarmed, one of 
them .fired at Garret, and wounded him in the shoulder, so 
that he fell. Meanwhile Carsfcairs and his men firetl in at the 
Windows at the gentlemen, and wounded one of them. Upon 
this the gentlemen, in their own just and necessary defence, 
made a sally, and put Carstairs aftd his men to flight. But 
no more bbod was shed, only Kinkdl's horse was shot, and 
Garret received some slight wounds with a sword. Carstairs 
informed the council in his own way 5 so that this w$s looked 
upon as an high act of rebellion. The gentlemen, and several 
others, were summoned before the council, and not appearing 
were all de»ounced rebels. This affair was charged upon the 
whole body of the presbyter lans, though it was soine time be- 
fore it was known in the west country. However, as this 
happened just when the bishops wanted a handle, they care- 
fnlly improved it. 

Accordingly, on the 1 7th of October, the council wrote to 
the Earls of Glencairn and Dundonald, and the Lord Ross, 
In order to assemble the commissioners of the excise and mi- 
litia, and justices of peace, mentioned in an inclosed letter, 
in the shires of Ayr and Renfrew, at Irvine, on the second 
of November next to come, in order to concert proper mea- 
sures for suppressing conventicles, and that on account of the 
extraordinary insolences committed against the orthodox 
clergy, by usurping their pulpits, threatening, or abusing 
their persons, setting up of conventicle houses, and keeping 
expeditions and scandalous conventicles in the fields, the great 
seminaries of rebellion, &c. 

As to insolences, &e. except it was one or two instances, 
says my author, and thflt on no small provocation, not one of 
those riots that came before the council were in the shires of 
Ayr, and Renfrew. And as to the invading of pulpits, it is 
owned, that, upon a vacancy, and at the invitation of the he- 
ritors and people, presby terian ministers did sometimes preach 
in them. In short, the whole of this application to these gen- 
tlemen was but a sham, for they had concerted measures among 
themselves \ only there must be some time to bring them to. 
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bear, as appears from a resolution of the council the day be- 
fore the gentlemen were to meet. 

Meanwhile, about the end of October, the advocate was 
ordered by the council to prosecute Mr James Mitchel for his 
intended assassination of the Bishops of St Andrews and 
Orkney. They likewise received a letter from Lauderdale, 
acquainting them with the designed marriage of the Prince of 
Orange to the Princess Mary, the Duke of York's eldest 
daughter •, for which they wrote a letter. of compliment to his 
majesty, expressing the greatness of that happiness, they ex- 
pected from this match ; and they commanded public , re- 
joicings in the city of Edinburgh on that occasion* 

As the marriages of the royal house of StuaTt with papists 
have been the great plagues of the three kingdoms, and have 
brought our religious and civil liberties frequently to the very 
brink of ruin, so their marriages with protestants have been as 
great blessings, not to us only, but to the whole protestant 
church. To these it is we aie indebted, first, for the glorious 
Revolution, and, next, for the illustrious family which now 
happily fills the throne 5 and had the managers seen the con- 
sequences of the happy intended marriage intimated to them 
at this time, it is to be questioned whether they would have 
been so forward in their rejoicings. 

About this same time Mr Ker of Kersland was ordered to 
confine himself in the town of Irvine, and a mile round it, 
being within five miles of his own house at Kersland. He had 
some time allowed him to go with his family then at Glasgow, 
to the place appointed. When he came to his feraily at Glas- ', 
gow, he was visited by many of his friends and acquaintances, 
But the same night, when he was conducting the lady Cald- 
well and her daughter home, he and Robert. Hamilton 
of Airdry were both apprehended by some of the king s life 
guards ajt Glasgtfw, and kept in the guard house till next day. 
Major Cockburn, the commanding officer, was willing to rei- : 
lease Kersland, only detained him till the archbishop's pleasure 
was known, who, as a counsellor, ordered him to be made 
close prisoner in the tolbooth, and immediately rode to Edin- 
burgh. The lady Kersland followed to prevent misinfor- 
mations. During this a fire broke out at Glasgow, and the 
prison being in danger, I am informed that several of the in- 
habitants went to the magistrates, desiring that the prisoners 
might be taken out, lest they should perish in the flames ; and 
upon their refusal, the people took the longest ladder they 
could find, and as many as were able laid hold on both sides 
of it, and with united force burst.open the doors and released 
the prisoners ; among whom Kersland got his liberty. Mr 
"^Vodrow says, that after this he retired, and absconded all 

/"Digitized by VjOOQIC 



334 THE HISTORY OF TH£ CHAP. Xf, 

that winter, during tbe spring, and following summer, when 
he kept company with the persecuted ministers, heard the 
gospel preached by them in the fields, till he retired' to Utrecht, 
where he died the 14th of November 1680. However, it 
would seem, that, after he was set free at Glasgow, he was 
some way or another retaken and sent to prison at Edin- 
burgh ; for, p. 446, he says, Upon the 29th of November, 
Robert Ker of Kersland, and Durham of Largo, prisoners in 
Edinburgh tolbooth, are ordered to be liberate without any 
conditions, which was not common at this time. 

On the first of November the committee for public affairs 
informed the council that they had ordered two men to Lfe 
scourged for a riot on the minister of Torpjhichen, and two 
more for a riot on the minister of Borrowstounness, which 
met with the council's approbation. The same day they turn- 
ed out Mr John Welwood from the kirk of Tarbolfcoun, and 
ordered him to be apprehended. And about a fortnight after, 
Mr James Forthie, chaplain to the Trinity hospital at Edin- 
burgh, was turned out for being at a conventicle. 

As an evidence that the council's ordering the heritors of 
Ayr and Renfrew to meet at Irvine, to fall upon proper me- 
thods for suppressing conventicles, was all sham, and that 
they had concerted measures among themselves, on the 1st of 
November, the day before these gentlemen were to meet, they 
came to the following resolution, viz. c Upon some information 
of some growing disorders and insolences in the western shires 
it was thought fit a -proclamation "be drawn, in case of an in- 
surrection, and the nearest Highlanders should be ordered to 
meet at Stirling upon advertisement by proclamation ; and 
letters are to be writ to noblemen and gentlemen, td have 
their vassals and tenants ready and at a, call. It was further 
thought fit that arms and ammunition should be sent to Stir- 
ling, The forces at Glasgow are ordered 'to * Falkirk, and 
and new men are to be presently levied to complete them, 
and the soldiers ordered for the Highlands ~ countermanded!/ 
Though they might be informed of a designed insurrection, 
yet there was no ground for it. But now the Highlanders^ 
men too universally accustomed to theft and rapine, must be 
made reformers ! A contrivance becoming Scotch Bishops. 

On the second of November, the heritors of Ayr and Ren- 
frew met at Irvine, as they were ordered, and, after a good 
deal of reasoning upon the council's letter, they unani- 
mously came to three resolutions. i 1. That it was not in their 
power to suppress conventicles. 2. Tfyat it is their bumble 
opinion, from former experience, that n toleration of Presby- 
terians is the only proper expedient to settle and preserve the 
peace, and cause the forsaid meetings to cease. 3. That it is 
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their humble motion that the extent thereof be no less than 
what his majesty had graciously vouchsafed to his kingdoms ' 
of England and Ireland.' These resolutions they communi- 
cated to the three noblemen bywhom th*y were assembled^ 
But their Lordships, knowing how unacceptable it would bs 
to the council, declined receiving it, and the gentlemen would 
make no alteration. And therefore the three lords, on the 
8th of November, sent a letter to the council, signifying, that 
the gentlemen had declared that it was not in their power to* 
quiet the disorders. 

Though the leading men in the council appeared dissatis- 
fied with this refusal, yet it is. probable it was what they want- 
ed, that they might have a handle to prosecute their cruel in* 
tcntions against the west country. Accordingly they now re> 
solved to execute their project, formerly agreed to, of raising 
iuch a number of the savage Highlanders as might over-run 
nnd depopulate the western shir^, though in a time of pro- 
found peace. It does, not appear that they had as yet any 
orders for this from court, and therefore they were obliged to 
wait for some time till the king's letter came down to impo a er 
them to aet.\ Meanwhile they were not idle in preparing for 
the execution of their design. 

Accordingly, on the 1 5th of November, the council order- 
ed the commissioners of the militia to. meet at Edinburgh on 
the 19th, under the severest; penalties, and the guards to 
muster on Larber-muir on the 20th. On the 26th four com*- 
panics of soldiers were ordered to be quartered about Edin- 
burgh. Next day they established a post betwixt Edinburgh 
and Port- patrick for corresponding with Ireland ; for the 
king being informed of the danger of an insurrection, for 
which there was not the least ground, not only offered them 
'the assistance of the English forces, but likewise commanded 
the viscount of Grannrd to march the Irish forces to the coasf, 
to .be in readiness to come over to Scotland upon a cali. 
However, the Highland host answered the end of the ma- 
nagers without the assistance of foreigners. TJie same day 
they wrote to the absent counsellors to be present next coun- 
cil-day. Accordingly on the 6th of December they met, and 
wrote to the earls of Huntley, Perth, and Airly, to have their 
men in readiness to march. 

The same day Mr Jiunes jMutchcl, formerly mentioned, was 
brought from the Bass to Edinburgh. 

-• On the lUh the council ordered Dr James Leslse, prin- 
cipal of the Marishal college of Aberdeen to be apprehended 
and sent to 'Edinburgh. He had written to the bishop of 
London reflecting on the council and the duke of Lauderdale, 
^a«d his letters some way or another came into their bands j 
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and therefore he was deprived of his place, ordered to beg 
his grace's pardon, and then was set at liberty. 

On the 20th the council met, and received the king's letter 
for raising the Highland host, of which I cannot but insert 
the following abstract* 

CHARLES It. 
Y> IGHT trusty and well beloved, &c We have been very 
<■"' much concerned at the accounts we have had, not only 
out of Scotland, but from several other hands, of the great and 
insufferable insolences lately committed by the fanatics, espe- 
cially in the shires of Ayr, Renfrew, stewartry of Kirkcud- 
bright, and other adjacent places, and also in i iviotdalc, and 
even in Fife, where numerous conventicles, which by act of 
parliament are declared rendezvouses of rebellion, have been 
kept, with solemn communions of many hundreds of people, 
and seditious and treasonable doctrine preached against our 
person and all under us, inciting the subjects to open rebel- 
lion, and to rise in arms against us and our authority and laws, 
unlawful oaths imposed, the churches and pulpits of the re- 
gular clergy usurped, by force invaded, and their persons still 
threatened with assassination and murder, and (what they have 
not former]} 7 attempted) preaching houses have been lately 
built, and unlawful meetings of pretended synods and presby- 
teries kept, thereby designing to prosecute their rebellious in- 
tentions, and to perpetuate the schism. 

These insolences being so recent, have moved us to provide 
fit and timeous remedies ; and therefore we have appointed 
some of our English forces to march to the north near the 
. Scots border, and a part of our army in Ireland to lie at Bel- 
fast, near the sea coast towards Scotland. 

We have been with much satisfaction informed, that you 
have required the noblemen and others, who have interest and 
considerable vassals — in the Highlands and places — adjacent, 
to be in readiness with what forces they can bring out to 
rendezvous at Stirling, and from thence to march with our 
standing forces, upon the first advertisement, for the prose- 
cution of our service. And seeing we are fully^ resolved to 
maintain and defend the government of the church in that oar 
kingdom, as it is now established by law, — therefore we do 
hereby require and authorize you to command all these forces 
before mentioned — to march to these shires and places— so 
infested with rebellious practices, and there to take effectual 
courses for reducing them to due obedience to us and to oar 
laws, by taking free quarters from the disaffected, and by dis- 
arming of all you shall find necessary, and securing all horses 
above such a value as ye shall think fit, by causing the beri- 
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tors and liferenters to engage and give bond for their tenants, 
and others who live upon and possess their lands, that they 
shall keep no conventicles, that they shall live orderly and 
obedient to the laws, and by causing the tenants, and masters of 
families give the like bonds ; by causing every parish, and heri- 
tors of it give surety that no conventicles shall be kept within 
any part of the parish, property or commonty, nbr harbour or 
commune with the rebels, or persons intercommuned ; and for 
keeping the persons, families and goods of the regular ministers 
harmless, and that under such penalties as ye shall think fit, 
by causing all heritors, tenants, liferenters and others, take the 
oath of allegiance to us, by using and prosecuting all other 
means and methods — for — putting at last an end to those inso- 
lencies and disorders ; and, in case of resistance, that in our 
name, you give warrant to resist them by force of arms. 

And, for the more effectual prosecution of these our com- 
mands, that you punish the disobedient, or those you judge dis- 
affected, by fining, confining, imprisonment or banishment. 
And further, .that ye place sufficient garrisons in all places 
where ye shall from time to time find it necessary. And if, 
at any timejhereafter, ye shall judge that these forces ye have 
prepared are, not sufficient for this undertaking, we do impower 
and authorise you to call to your assistance those of our forces 
now lying in the north of England and the nortk of Ireland, 
one or both, as ye shall find cause. — 

And, lastly, we do authorise and require you to call together 
our militia qf that our ancient kingdom,— *and to command and 
charge all heritors, freeholders, and others, and, if need be, all 
betwixt sixty and sixteen, to come and attend our host,, under 
the pain of treason, according to the ancient laws of that our 
kingdom ; and that ye emit — such proclamations, as ye shall 
find necessary for this our service from time to time. — And so 
we bid you heartily farewell. Given at Whitehall, December 
11, 1677. 

In consequence of this. letter from his Majesty, the managers 
agreed to raise an army, known in Scotland by the name of 
the Highland-host. Accordingly, on the 26th of December, a. 
commission passed the seals for raising the Highlanders and 
others, and forming them into troops and companies. By vir- 
tue of this commission they were to be at Stirling by the 24th 
of January next ; in their march they were to take, and, if 
the same should be refused, force quarter for their money :-nay, 
by this commission they had authority to take free quarter, as 
the council, or their committee should appoint, and, if need be^ 
to seize on horses for carrying their sick men, , ammunition or 
provisions. In a word, they were indemnified against all pur* , 

TQL. I. y 
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suits,, civil and criminal, on account of killing, wounding, ap- 
prehending or imprisoning such as should oppose them. 

One wpuld imagine, from such mighty preparations, that 
the whole * nation was upon the point of being invaded. But 
all this was for the suppressing of conventicles, and distress- 
ing those who had given no provocation, farther than that 
the j could no£ abandon their religious* principles, and submit 
to abjured prelacy ; and therefore an army of Highlanders 
must force it down their tjiroats. - Perhaps some of the mana- 
gers might expect that the oppressions of the Highland army, 
now to be raised, would force the people to take up arms, 
and so a fine handle would be given to make a sacrifice of 
them to the resentments of the prelates and the Duke of York. 
Notwithstanding the people 'generally adhered to their prin- 
ciples, and at the same time patiently endured their sufferings* 

CHAP. XIL 

Of the Trial and Execution of Mr James Mitchell the pro** 
deeding* qftke Council and Committee ; the bond of confbr- 
iiity : together with the ravages of the Highland host during 
the months of January and February y 1678. 

fJpHE first two months of the year 1678 present us with a 
-*■ series of oppression as unprecedented as barbarous. 
Several noblemen and gentlemen, foreseeing the terrible e£ 
ieets of the measures now pursuing, resolved to go to court, 
and give the king a faithful account of the circumstances of 
Scotland. But, when this took air, the bishops and Lauder- 
dale, in order to frustrate the design, procured an act of 
council to be passed, on the third of January, discharging all 
noblemen, gentlemen, and heritors from leaving the kingdom 
without the council's permission, and requiring all between 
sixty and sixteen to be in readiness to join the king's host 
And as Duke Hamilton wa,s of the greatest rank and interest 
in the west, the council, on the same day, .wrote to bis grace, 
signifying their resolution, that a committee of the council 
should go along with his majesty's forces, who were to ren- 
dezvous at Stirling, and to march west from thence for his 
majesty's service, and requiring him to meet the said com- 

. mittec at Glasgow, the 26th of this instant, and to receive 
and obey such orders of the council, or the said committee, 
frpm time to time, as should be thought necessary. 

The same day Lauderdale, at the command of the council, 
wrote to the Earl of Cassils, requiring him as bailie principal 
of Carrick, to attend the said committee, at Glasgow the 26th 

' instant, and receive and obey their orders, which his lordship 
did accordingly. 
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It wfcs now determined to prosecute Mr James Mitchel; 
and therefore, on the third of this month, Sir Geo. Lockbart 
and Mr John Ellis were appointed to plead for him before the 
justiciary. Bishop Burnet says, « Things being then in great 
disorder, by reason of the numbers and desperate tempers of v 
those who were intercommuned (he should rather have said 
by reason of the illegal, cruel, and arbitrary proceedings of , 
the managers) Sharp pretended he was in great danger of his 
life, and the rather because the person who made the attempt 
upon him was let live still 5 and therefore Sharp would have 
his life, and Duke Lauderdale gave way to it ' Sir Archibald 
Primrose, lately turned out of the register's place, was made 
justice-general. He fancied, says Burnet, that orders had 
Deen given to raze the act that the council had made, but 
turning to the books, he found the act still on record. So 
he tooE a copy of it, and sent it to Mr MitchelVicouncil, and 
a day or two before the trial went to Lauderdale, who, to* - 
gether with Sharp, Lord Rothes, and Lord Halton, were 
'summoned as the prisoner's witnesses. Primrose told Lau- 
derdale that many thought a promise of life had been given 5 
the latter stiffly denied it ; and the former said* That he heard 
there was an act of council made about it, and wished that - 
that might be looked into. Lauderdale said he was sure i$ 
was not possible, and he would not give himself the trouble to 
look over the books of council. 

His trial began on the seventh of January: The great 
proof brought against him was his confession the 10th of' 
February, 1674. Many and long were the reasonings upon 
the points ia the indictment j and Sir George Lockhart ar- 
gued, in behalf of the prisoner, with great judgment and 
learning, to the admiration of tha audience, shewing, That 
no extrajudicial confession could be allowed in court* aiid 
that his confession was extorted from him by hopes and pro- 
mises of life. 1 must refer the curious reader to Mr Wod* 
row's appendix, where he will find the defences* replies and 
duplies at large, No. 93/ The debates were so tedious, that 
the court adjourned till the t*th of January. 

Then, after some witnesses were examined relating to the 
attempt upon the bishops, the lord-advocate produced his- 
witnesses for proving Mr MitcbeTs confession. And, first* 
the Earl of Rothes, Deirig shewn Mr Mitchel's confession, , 
swore, That he was present and saw him subscribe that pa-* 
per, and heard him make the confession contained: therein, 
and afterwards ratify the same at the council-bar, in the pre- 
sence of the king's commissioner, the lords of privy-council^ 
sitting in council, and that he had subscribed the said Con- 
fession; but that he' did not at all give any assurance to ito& 
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prisoner for Us life § that the prisoner never required any 
such assurance; and that his lordship does not remember 
that there was any warrapt given by the council ^p his lord- 
fchip for that efifect j and, says he, if there be any expressions 
in any paper, whieh may seem to infer any thing to the con* 
trary , he conceives it hatfi beeiv insert upon mistake. Charles 
Maitland of Hal^on and the Duke of JLauderdale swore much 
%o the same purpose. 

Then Archbishop Sharp swore, * That that day the panoel 
or prisoner did fire at his grace, he had a wave or him passing 
from the coach, and passing the street, which made such im- 
pression upon his erace, that, by the first sight he saw of. 
bim, after he was taken, he knew him to be the person who 
shot the shot. Deposes, his grape saw him at die council- 
bar, in presence of his majesty's commissioner and council* 
acknowledge his confession before the committee, and hear4 
him adhere thereto, and renew the same; and that there wa$ 
no assurance of life given him, nor any warrant to any others 
to do it; only he promised, at his first taking, that, if he 
would freely confess the fault, and express his repentance for 
the same at that tame, without any farther troubling judicatories 
therein, his grace would use his best endeavours for favour 
to him, or else leave him to justice. But that he either g»ve 
him assurance, or gave warrant to any to give it, is a take 
and malicious calumny. And that his grace made no pro* 
mise to jlicol Somervel other than that it was his interest to 
make a free confession.' . This Nicol Somervel offered to give 
his oath that the archbishop promised to him to secure hia 
life if be would prevail with him to confess. The archbishop 
denied this, and called it a viflanoua lie. 

After these witnesses were examined the advocate declared 
he had closed f he probation : whereupon the prisoner produced 
& copy of an acft of council, 12th March 1674, praying that the 
register might he produced, or the clerks be obliged to give 
extracts, which the£ had refused. 4 Lopkhart (says Burnet*) 
pleaded* That sinpe the court had adjudged that the council 
was a judicature^ all people had a right to search into the re- 
gisters* and the prisoner who was like to suffer by a confession 
made there, ought to have the benefit of those books. But 
Lauderdale, who was in the court only as a witness, and so 
had no right to speak, stood up and said, That he and those 
other noble persons were not brought thither to b$ accused of 
perjury ; and added, 4 That the books of council were the 
king's secrets, and that no court should havse the perusing of 
them/ In short, this defence was rejected, and next day Mr 
JVIitchelw^s brought in guilty, and condemned to be hanged 
ia the Gntss-market of Edinburgh on Friday the 18th instant. 
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As soon as the court broke up, the lords we*t up stairs, and, 
to their shame, found the act recorded and signed by Lord 
Rothes the president of the council. 4 This action sajs that 
historian, and all concerned in it, were looked at by aU people 
with horror. And it was such a complication of treachery, 
perjury and cruelty, as the like had not perhaps been known. 

Mr Mitchel, in a letter to a friend, from the tolbooth of 
Edinburgh, February 1674, says, That as to his design against 
Sharp, i he looked on him to be the main instigator of all the 
oppression and bloodshed of his brethren that followed there** 
upon, and of the continual pursuing of his life. And he being 
a soldier, not having laid down arms, but being still upon his 
own defence, and having no other end or quarrel at any man, 
and so had a right to take every advantage agairfst him. More-? 
•ver, we being on no terms of capitulation, but on the contrary, 
says he, I by his instigation, being excluded from all grace and 
fotour, thought it my duty to pursue him on all occasions.' 
A little farther he says, 4 I shall offer to your consideration 
that passage, Deut. xiii- 9. wherein it is manifest, that the se- 
ducer ,or inticer to worship a false God is to be put to death by 
tb$ hand of thote whom hi seeks to turn away from the. Lord, es* 
pecially by the hand of the witnesses, whereof I am one, as it 
appeaereth, Deut. xiu. which precept I humbly take to be moral, 
and not merely judical or ceremonial. And as every moral 
precept is universal as to the extent of place, so also as to the 
extent of time and persons. 9 After this he took notiee of 
Phiseast, Elijah, &c and added, 4 1 know that the bishops . 
both will and do say, that what they did against the Lord's 
pedple, whom they murdered, they did it by law and authority, 
but what I did was contrary to both* I answer, the king hit&>- 
self, and all the estates of the land, and every individual person 
in the land, both were and are obliged, by the oath of God 
upon them, to have extirpated the perjured prelates and pre* 
lacy ; and, in doing thereof, to have defended one another with 
their lives and fortunes.— And now they vaunt of authority! 
But what authority do they mean ? Truly I know not, except 
it be the authority of their aggregated gods, new gods, See. 

The reader will, by this feme, .perceive, that Mr Mitchel 
looked upon himself as in a state of war, and that as Sharp was 
doubtless one of the chief instigators of the oppression and blood- 
shed of this dismal period,' he therefore thought he had a right 
to take every opportunity of cutting him off, especially as all 
the ways of common justice were blocked up. However, this 
matter will come again before us, when we shall relate how 
Sharp met with what he justly deserved at God's hand. 

But, supposing Mr MitcheTs attempt unjustifiable, yet, 
considering the promise of life given him, it is plain he was 
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unjustly put to death, as was sufficiently argued at his trials- 
Two days after the sentence an order came from court for 
placing Mr Mitchel's head and hand upon dome public place of 
the city ; But as the sentence was passed, no alteration could be 
made ; and if this order was procured by Sharp's means, he 
missed his end.— About this time Mr Mitchel's wife petitioned 
the council that her husband might be reprieved fpr a short 
time, that shi might be in case to see and take her last farewell 
of him, especially as it was not twelve days, since she was 
brought to bed, and was then in a fever. But no regard was 
paid thereto ; for, on the 18th, he was executed accordu^ to 
the sentence. His last speech being interrupted by the beating 
of drums, he threw it over the scaffold, and is as follows : 

Christian People, 
IT being rumoured abroad, immediately after I received 
-*• my sentence, that I would not have liberty to speak in this 
place, therefore I have not troubled myself to prepare any 
formal discourse, or account of the pretended crime for whicn 
I was accused, and sentenced •, neither did I think it very ne- 
cessary, the fame of the process having gone so much abroad, 
what by a formel* indictment given me near four years ago, 
the diet whereof was suffered to desert, in respect the late ad- 
vocate could not find a just way to reach me with the extra- 
judicial confession they opponed to me. All knew he was 
zealous in it ; yet nfy charity to him is such, that he would 
not suffer that unwarrantable zeal so far to blind him, as to 
overstretch the l£ws of the land beyond their due limits, in 
prejudice of the life of a native subject. Next, by an extreme 
inquiry of torture, and then by exiling me to the Bass, and, 
after all, by giving/me a new indictment at the instance of the 
new advocate, who before was one of mine, when I received 
the first indictment, and to which new indictment and debate 
in the process I remit you, and particularly to these two de- 
fences of an extrajudicial confession, and the promise of life 
given to me thereupon by the chancellor, upon his own and 
the public faith of the kingdom ; upon the verity whereof I 
am content to. die, and ready to lay down my life, and hope 
your charity will be such to me, a dying mart, as not to 
mistrust me therein, especially since it is so notoriously ad- 
miniculate by an act of secret council, apd yet denied upon 
oath by the principal officers of state present in council at the 
making of the said act, and whom the act bears to have been 
present, the Duke of Lauderdale being then his majesty's com- 
missioner, likewise present ; and which act of council was by 
the lords of justiciary most unjustly repelled : but I shall have 
charity for some of the said lords, who, I know, would have 
given law and! justice as to my just Absolution, if they had npt 



Digitized by 



Google 



•HAP. XlU CHURCH OF SCOTLAND* ' 345 

been overpowered with plurality of votes by those who were 
overawed and dared by the lords of the secret council 5 but 
that will not absolve their consciences at the last day. As to 
my advocates and lawyers, I ingenuously acknowledge their 
care, fidelity, and zeal in my defence, which, I hope, will be 
a standing fame to some of them for this and all future gene- 
rations. Thus much for a short account of this affair, for 
which I am unjustly brought to this place. But I acknowledge 
my private and particular sins have been such as have deserved a 
worse death* to me ; but I hope in the merits of Jesus Christ, 
to be freed from the eternal punishment due to me for sin. 
I am confident that God doth 1 not plead with me in this, for 
toy private and particular sins ; but I am brought here, that 
the worJc of God may be made manifest 9 and for the trial of faith, 
John i?t. 3 end 1 Pet. i. 7. and that I may be a witness for 
bis despised truths and interests>in this land, where I am -call* 
,ed to seal the same with my blood. And I wish heartily diat 
this my poor life may put an end to the persecution of the 
true members of Christ in this place, so much actuated by those 
perfidious prelates j in opposition to whom, and .in testknony 
to* the Cause of Christ, I at this tiine lay down my life, apu 
bless God that he hath thought me so much worthy as to do 
the same for his glory and interest Finally, concerning a 
Christian duty in a singular and extraordinary case, and 
anent my particular judgment concerning both church an£ 
state, it is evidently declared and manifested elsewhere. So 
farewell all earthly enjoyments, and welcome Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghos^ into whose hands I commit my spirit. 

James Mitchel. 
N. B. The reader will find the testimony, referred to in the 
close of this speech, in the last edition of Naphtali, it be 
ing too long for this place. 

I shall now proceed to affairs pf ^ more public nature. 
When the design of the Highland host was formed, as we 
have related, the chancellor Kothes, went to Fife, and with 
much difficulty prevailed with most of the heritors to go into 
the following bond. 

€ W? E the noblemen^ barons, and heritors of the sheriff • 
*^ dom of Fife, under-subscribing, faithfully bind and 
^oblige us, that we, our wives? bairns, and servants, respective- 
ly, shall nowise be present at any conventicles or disorderly 
. meetings, in time-coming, under the pains and penalties con- 
tained in the acts of parliament thereanent. 

As also, we bind and -oblige us, that our hail tenents and 
cottars, respectively, their wives, bairns, and servants, shal 
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likewise abstain, and refrain from the said conventicles and 
other illegal meetings not authorised by law : and, in case any 
of them shall contravene the same, we shall take and appre- 
hend any person or persons guilty thereof, and present them 
to the judge-ordinary, that they may be fined and impri- 
soned therefore, as it is provided by the acts of parliament 
made thereanent, otherwise we shall remove them and their 
families from off our ground : and, if we fail herein, we shall 
be liable to such pains and penalties as the delinquents have 
incurred by the law. And, for the more security, consenting 
these presents be registered in the books of council,' &c. 

This bond was signed at Coupar on the 3d of January, and 
presented to the chancellor on the 10th ; and, though the 
reader may perhaps think it was a pretty strong obligation, 
vet our managers, not judging it sufficient, insisted that the 
heritors should sign the following 

Bond of Conformity. 
r E the noblemen, barons, and heritors of the sheriff- 
dom of Fife, undersubscribing, faithfully bind and 
oblige us, that we, our wives, bairns, and servants, respective- 
ly, shall nowise be present at any conventicle or disorderly 
meeting in time coming, but shall live orderly in obedience 
to the law, under the pains and penalties contained in the acts 
of parliament thereanent. As also, we bind and oblige us, 
that our hail tenants and cottars respectively, their wives, 
bairns, and servants,' shall likewise abstain and refrain from 
the said conventicles and other illegal meetings not authorized 
by law. And farther, that we or mey not reset, supply, or ' 
commune with forfeited persons, intercommuned ministers, 
or vagrant preachers, but do our utmost to apprehend their 
persons. And, in case our said cottars, tenants, and their 
foresaids, shall contravene, we shall take and apprehend/ &c. 
as in the former bond. 

This new bond was sent to the shire of Fife ; and the same 
day the council ordered 100 men to be detached from the 
four militia regiments for suppressing conventicles there, and 
to be maintained by the shire. The pretence was, because it 
was in this country that Mr Welsh began field conventicles, 
which afterwards spread through the kingdom. 

About the same time the nobility and gentry of the shire of 
Ayr, apprehending that the Highland host was chiefly intend- 
ed against them, deputed nine of the^r number to go to Edin- 
burgh, and represent to the council, that moderate measures 
would 'more effectually put a stop to all alleged disorders, es- 
pecially as they could not observe the least appearance of dis- 
loyalty among the people, notwithstanding their being ad- 
dicted to conventicles •, but Lauderdale would hearktn to 
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nbthing, unless tlie gentlemen would presently sign the bond, 
and oblige themselves for all the rest of the heritors. This 
they could not do, and so returned as they came ; nay, they 
could not obtain so much as a delay of the orders for the* 
forces to march, until the gentlemen of the shire were met to 
consider the terms proposed •, so bent were the managers, at 
the indignation of the prelates, to execute their cruel designs. 

Though the general rendezvous of the forces were appoint- 
ed to be at Stirling the 24th of January,, and the committee 
of council to meet at Glasgow the 26th, vet upon the ninth 
secret orders were given to the half of the regular forces, a 
squadron of horse, and four companies of foot, to march west. 
Accordingly they entered Glasgow on the 13th, being the 
Lord's day, in time of public worship, and immediately made 
a strict search for arms, and fugitive and intercom muned per- 
sons. The Bishop of Argyle, and some others, had repre- 
sented, that on that day, the ejected ministers were to admi- 
nister the Lord's supper, and that an insurrection was to 
follow. Whereas the real ground of this fright, if it may 
be so called, was, that the presbyterians in and about Glas- 
gow had kept the Tuesday before as a day of private fasting 
and humiliation in this time of calamity and distress. How- . 
ever, the story took, and the soldiers were quartered at 
Glasgow, to prevent an insurrection that was never thought 
of. John Anderson of Dowhill was seized, but was set at 
liberty upon giving security to appear when called. The soldiers, 
though harbingers to the Highlanders, having behaved with 
the utmost insolence, were greatly exceeded by their successors. 

On the 15th a train of artillery was ordered west, and 1000 
merks issued from the treasury to defray the expences, though , 
they had neither towns to besiege nor armies to encounter. 
And, on the 18th, the Marquis of Athol, the Earls of Mar, 
Moray, Glencairn, Wigtoun, Strathmore, Linlithgow* Airly, 
Cathness, Perth, and Lord Koss, were appointed as a com- 
mittee of council to attend the army : of that number nine 
were officers in the army, or had brought dpwii the High- 
landers, and so were the more likely to manage things to pur- 
pose. The same day these noblemen, or any five of them, re- 
ceived full power to issue out proclamations and orders to 
pursue and punish delinquents, to apprehend and secure sus- 
pected persons, and to order such bonds to be subcribed as 
they should think fit. In a word they were invested with the 
authority of the privy council, as their commission fully bears. 
At the same time these commissioners received full and exten- 
sive instructions too tedious to be here inserted. I shall only 
observe, that by virtue thereof, they were to manage the army, 
and give orders to the country, to sheriffs and other magis- 
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trates ; nay, they, or any three of them, were vested with A 
justiciary power, and constituted a criminal court. But then 
the managers, to save themselves, ordered this committee to 
free from quartering all the lands of counsellors, and such as 
have subscribed the bond, and obey the orders of the com* 
mittee. 

On the 2 1 st of January the council met at Edinburgh, when 
a letter was read from Duke Hamilton, wherein his grace ex- 
cused himself from attending their committee by reason of his 
indisposition. hey, at the same time, sent their orders to 
the gentlemen of the shire of Lanark, to meet at Hamilton, 
when required by the committee, and receive their orders. 

Things being thus far settled, and (he Marquis of Athol, 
the Earls of Mar, Moray, Caithness, Perth, Strathmore and 
Airly, having assembled what men they could raise from the 
Highlands, marched to Stirling, where they were joined by 
the Lord Linlithgpw with the regular forces on the 24th of 
January. These, with the Angus militia, and some gentle- 
men from Perthshire, marched next day from Stirling, and 
were all at or about Glasgow by the 26th. 
. Their numbers were as follows ; about 1000 foot of regular 
forces ; the Angus militia and Perthshire . gentlemen 2200 ; 
Highlanders about 6000 •, horse-guards 160 ; besides fire 
other troops of horse; together with the several retinues of 
,the lords of the committee and others, with a vast number of 
stragglers, who came only for booty and plunder j so that, by 
a moderate computation, they may be reckoned to have been 
10,000 in all. They had a large quantity of ammunition, 
four field pieces, vast numbers of spades, shovels and mattocks, 
as if they had been to attack strong fortifications. They had 
likewise good store of iron shackles, as if they had been to 
carry back a parcel of sl&ves \ and thumb-locks^ as they called 
them, for the examination and trial of such as they should see 
required it. The musqueteers had their daggers so made, as, 
if need were, to fasten on the muzzles of their pieces for maul- 
ing horse, like our bayonets, not then brought to perfection. 
Such a formidable company could not but nil all the country 
with consternation in a time of peace ; nay,- the very gentle- 
men and officers in the army itself, who were of any temper 
and reason, were 'surprised upon their entering into a country 
entirely peaceable, which had been represented, and they had 
expected it, to be all up in arms. 

At Glasgow the committee of council met, opened their in- 
structions, and immediately set about disarming the peaceable 
country, and pressing the bond ; and, on the 28th of January, 
the sheriffs of Roxburgh, Stirling, Lanark, Renfrew, Wig- 
toun and Dumfries shires, and the stewarty of Kirkcudbright, 
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were before them, and received instructions and orders— to 
assemble all the heritors, life-renters, &c. in their respective 
shires, for subscribing a bond which had been signed by the 
lords of the committee ; of which a copy was given them — 
to oblige the leaders of the horsemen of the militia — troops to 
deliver up all the militia arms, swords, pistols, holsters, and 
all the heritors, and others in whose hands they were, to do . 
the same ;— to disarm all other persons; except priry-coun- 
sellors, officers and soldiers in the kihg's pay, together with 
noblemen and gentlemen of quality, who were permitted to 
.wear their swords only — to give the committee a list of these 
persons of quality. In short, the sheriffs were ordered to dis- . 
arm their shires upon oath, and report their diligence by the 
seventh of February next. I shall not here give the reader a 
copy of this bond, because it is almost verbatim the same witl* 
that sent by the managers ta the shire of Fife. 

• They who t0bk the bend, being to receive protection, were 
obliged to subscribe this additional clause; « And I do fur- 
ther hereby oblige me, that I shall not own any person's land* 
or goods, but such as do properly belong to myself under col- 
our of the protection given to me, and that under such pains 
and penalties m the council or committee of council shall im- 
pose, in case I contravene ' 

There were about this time, many papers writ against this 
bond, and particularly these following tilings, among others, 
were urged* 1. That the* council had, no power to press it, or 
any other, without the authority of king and parliament; 
whereas they had no authority for this but the king's letter. 
£• None of presbyterian principles could take this bond, be- 
cause it obliged him to walk according to the law establishing 
* episcopacy, and to take that to be a rule which he judged un- 
lawful ; and so to act contrary to the dictates of his conscience, 
which is not to be forced. 3. The bond obliged him, who sign- 
ed it, to give no relief to, pr have any conversation with, outed 
vagrant ministers, though sometimes they might be great ob- 
jects of charity and compassion. And if we are not to shut 
our bowels of pity against Turks and Pagans, when in misery, 
how can we suffer them to be shut against Christians ? Are 
we not taught to do good to all, especially the household of faith ? 
Whereas, when our relations are, what is called, vagrant mi- 
nisters, this bond obliges us to be unnatural. 4. The bend ob- 
' liged to take antfc apprehend those it speaks of. But how un- 
suitable is it for gentlemen, and most of the king's free lieges, 
to turn macers or messengers at arms? And who can be for- 
ced to that unless he please ? We are o.ily obliged to take 
traitors, or such as are guilty of lese-majesty. 5. None can 
Jnad for more than himself, and consequently whoever took 
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tkis bond bound himself to aa impossibility. For how can a 
nobleman or gentleman bind himself to that which all the 
king's forces could not do r" If the council, or their committee, 
hadj required men to oblige themselves to endeavour the con- 
formity of others, there had been some colour of reason ; but 
to bind men to be liable for other men's transgressions was 
without all precedent ; and the law of God, in the strictest re- 
lation that can be, expressly says, That the son shall not die or 
suffer for the father's transgression, much-less the father for the 
.»*>, and, least of all, the master for the tenant's. 

These are a few of the reasons that were urged against trn^i 
bond. The reader will remember, that, when the council 
found it expedient not to insist upon pressing a bond much like 
that we are now treating of, they gave this for a reason, That 
the law itself is the strongest bond that can be exacted of any 
man. How unsteady must their councils have been, that, in 
about four months time, they should press this bond so univer- 
sally, and force it upon people by the dreadful motive of a 
standing army and a Highland host ! 

On the 29th of January the committee for public affairs was 
ordered by the council to remove some fanatic ministers from 
the tolbooth of Edinburgh and the Ganongate to the Bass* 
My author takes notice, that this was the first time that he 
met with the epithet of fanatic ministers in the registers. 

The same day the committee commanded the Earl of Cassils, 
as bailie principal of Carrick, to receive from all persons, in 
-whose hands the militia-arms were, all the said arms, and to. 
order all heritors, &c. to bring with' them their tenants, cottars 
and servants, with their arms of all sorts, to be delivered upon 
oath, to such as the major-general should appoint, in the pre- 
sence of his lordship or his deputes, declaring, That aU who 
refused should have soldiers quartered upon them ; and to give 
an account of his diligence to the committee at Ayr on the 7th 
of February following ; which was done accordingly. Mean- 
while the Highland host marched west, and by the 7th of Fe- 
bruary were dispersed all over Guningham and Kyle, where 
they behaved as if they had been in an enemy's country. It is 
remarkable that they were let loose upon the shire of Ayr be- 
fore the committee went among them, or any offer of the 
bond was made to them. 

On the seventh of February the committee sat down at Ayr; 
and, among the first things they .did, they ordered the Earl of 
Cassils to pull down the meeting-houses in Carrick. Accord- 
ing to their orders the earl had already delivered up all his arms, 
except his sword, and therefore desired that he might have the" 
assistance of some soldiers in case of resistance ; but this was 
refused, neither would they restore him any of his arms, 
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which made him hesitate alittle upon their unreasonable demands^ 
till one of his friends, a member of the committee, whispered 
him in the ear that there was but ah habvhreadth between him 
and prison, and therefore he no longer declined their orders 
However, some country people having notice of whajt passed, 
out of regard to his lordship, saved him the trouble, and pull- 
ed the meeting-houses down before he came. 

The same day they received the report of the sheriffs ap- 
pointed to be given in. The return from the sheriff of Dum- 
fries and Nithsdale was voted satisfactory. Mr Ezekiel Mont- 
gomery, sheriff-depute of Renfrew, reporting, That only two 
of the most insignificant gentlemen, and three burgesses, had 
taken the bond, the committee was displeased. But the re*. 
port from the shire of Lanark provoked* them out of measure \ 
for it seems, that of 2900 heritors aud feuars, only nine of 
Ismail interest of the former, and ten of the latter, had signed 
the bond. The Duke of - Hamilton, the Lords Blantyre and 
Carrnichael peremptorily refused it ; and when, by force or 
fraud some complied, their compliance cost thein many bitter 
reflections. 

In the more remote shires, some of the sheriffs pretending 
they had not received a copy of the bond, declined a report, 
and begged a new day for presenting the bond a second time* 
and renewing their inquiry for arms. This was granted $ 
but then they were, required to demand of every person upon «. 
oath, * Wbethe* he had any arms ? or disposed of any sine* 
• the first of January last ? if gifted or sold I to whom I or 
« if hid ? and where V These queries were extended to all 
the shires, nay, the officers of the Highlanders were, in some 
places, intrusted with this matter ; so that by this means the 
whole country was rendered incapable of defending itself i$ 
case of any emergency., 

Meanwhile the committee at Ayr published an act on the 
ninth of February, commanding all the heritors and others to 
appear before them on the 18th, 1 9th, 20th, and 21st, in or* 
der to take the bond. And accordingly notice was given 
by the sheri&officers, and all the parishioners of Duadoa*- 
aid were summoned to meet in the church at the KirkXouu, 
and bring with them all their cottars, servants, and arms of 
all sorts. The Earl of Cassils, by virtue of an order from this 
committee, ordered their act to be published through the pa>- 
risbes within the bounds of his bailiary or jurisdiction* But 
notwithstanding his complying with every thing, on the 10tk 
of February I £00 men were sent upon free quarters into the 
jurisdiction of Carrick, ten or twelve days before the gentle- 
men were to appear before the committee 5 and most of them 
were quartered upon the Earl of CassiTs estate,, where they 
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committed many insolences and cruelties, for which there 
was no remedy. 

Meantime the reports made from several shires, convincing 
the council that it would be no easy matter* to make the ixmd 
take, they went another way to work. Accordingly, on the 
11th of February, they published a proclamation, discharging 
all heritors, liferentcrs, masters, to receive tenants or servants 
without certificates that they had taken the bond ; so' that 
this bond became an universal test. The bond was annexed 
to the proclamation, and was signed at Edinburgh by the 
counsellors that same day, and ordered to be signed by the 
lords of session at their first meeting. The same 1 1 th of 
February, the committee at Ayr published a proclamation 
much to the same effdct, discharging all persons from har- 
bouring tenants or cottars who refused the bond, under the 
penalty of 6001. Scots for each tenant. 

On the 14th of February the council made an act for se- 
curing the public peace, as they termed it. < — That since eve- 
ry private subject may force such from whom they fear any 
harm, to secure them by lawborrows : and that it hath been 
the uncontroverted and legal practice of his majesty's privy- 
council, to oblige such, whose^ peaceableness they justly sus- 
pected, to secure the peace for themselves, their wives, bairns, 
men, tenants anckservants — under such penalties as they find 
suitable to their contempt, guilt, or occasion upon which such . 
sureties are sought 5 therefore the lords of the privy-council, 
considering that his majesty hath declared his just suspicion 
of those who refuse to delay to take the said bond, and being 
themselves justly suspicious of their principles and practices 
who refuse the same, do ordain, that all such persons be 
obliged to enact themselves in the books of secret council, 
that they, their wives, bairns, &c. jshall keep his majesty's 
peace 5 and particularly that they shall not go to field-con- 
venticles, not harbour or commune with rebels or persons in- 
tercommuned •, and that they shall keep the persoris, families, 
and goods of their regular ministers harmless, and .that under 
the double of every man's yearly valued rqpt (if he have any) 
«nd of such other penalties as shall be thought convenient 
* — if they have no valued rent, &c. 

It is plain the managers were grievously vexed at the ge- 
neral refusing of the bond, not by the meaner sort only, but 
even by noblemen, gentlemen, and several of the most emi- 
nent lawyers ; the Earls of Crawford, Callender, and Rox- 
burgh, the Viscount of Kilsyth, the Lords Balmerino, JMelvil, 
and Newark, all stuck at it. Bishop Burnet says, * Tha,t 
4 this put Lauderdale in such a frenzy, that, at the council^ 
stable, he made bare his arras above his elbow, a6d swore by 
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< Jehovah, he would- make them enter into those bond's/ 
Therefore, to force a general compliance, they fell upon this 
new and unprecedented method of lawborrows *. 

Now though such security be nowise unreasonable with re- 
spect to private persons *, yet, that the king and government 
should require this of subjects, and of the meanest of them, 
who refuse an unreasonable bond, seems most unaccountable, 
as it evidently discovers a jealousy between the sovereign and 
his subjects, and declares him to be in dread of them. I shall 
not trouble the reader with remarks on the preamble of this 
act, in which the presbyterians are charged with schism and 
rebellion. The same historian says, that * these things seemed 
done on design to force a rebellion, which they thought 
soon would be quashed, and would give a good colour for 
keeping up an army ; and that Lauderdale's party depended 
So much on this, that in their hopes, they began to divide 
among themselves the confiscated estates ; so that on Valen- 
tine's day, instead of drawing mistresses, they drew estates. 
And great joy appeared in their looks upon a false alarm that 
was brought them of an insurrection > and they, were much 
dejected when they knew it was false.' Many thought it very 
surprising that such a series of oppression, injustice, and cru- 
elty, had not long before this stirred the people up to violent 
measures. 

Jointly with this act the council sent farther instructions to 
their committee at Ayr, enjoining them to use their utmost 
endeavours to reduce the heritors and others to obedience 
who have not taken the bond,- to pursue the said heritors" 
and liferenters for all conventicles kept on their own lands 
since the '24th of March, 1674 j — to command all sheriffs, 
bailies of regalities, and their deputies, to take the bond them- 
selves, and, in case of refusal, to proceed against them ; to 
allow all heritors, who take the bond, to wear their swords, 
otherwise not, &c. And, as to the lawborrows, they were to 
insist for security from all who refused, according to the act. 
In short, it was ordered that the recusants should hove an in- 
dictment given them* and be prosecuted to the utmost. 

While the committee was thus engaged, the militia and 
Highlanders were ravaging the country about Kyle, Carrick* 
ana Cuningham, without the least provocation on the part 
of the suffering people, and even the few heritors and tenants 

* The import of a lawborrows is, that, when two neighbours are at fuch va- 
riance, as that they dread bodily harm from one another, the pai y injured pro. 
cures from the jufticiary, (formerly from the council) or any other judges com- 
petent, letters charging the other to find caution or security that the complainef 
his wife, children, fervants, j&c. but before fuch letters can be granted the cam* 
plainer mud give his oath that he dreads bodily harm, trouble, or moleftationj 
from him agaiaft whom be complains. 

$ 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



S5£ THE HISTORY' OF THE. , CHAP. XII. 

who took the bond suffered much the same with those who 
refused it. And it is remarkable, that the poor oppressed 
people, continued so peaceable, and so patiently bore the 
spoiling of their goods, and other outrages done to their per- 
sons, that the managers had not so much as a false alarm, ex% 
ccpt once, when it was talked, without any foundation, that 
a number of people was assembled in arms about Fenwick- 
muir j for, on the 18th of February, the council were told, 
that their committee, being informed of persons in arms about 
Fenwick, had sent out a party, but none appeared, neither 
could they find that there had been any in arms. The same 
day the council ordered the Highlanders to be dismissed and 
sent home, and appointed the militia of Mid-Lothian, East- 
Lothian, &c. to march towards Glasgow in their room. I 
do not know but they might be ashamed at the reports they 
received of their unprecedented ravages and oppressions. 

On the 19th, and following days of February, many of the 
heritors of the shire of Ayr were before the committee * and 
the Earl of Dumfries, Auchmannoch, and some of staiall 
consideration, together with the magistrates of the town of 
Ayr, took the bond ; but the generauty stood out ; and these 
had an indictment and charge of lawborrows given them to 
answer in twenty-four hours before the committee. ' One 
gentleman peremptorily refusing the bond, and being threa- 
tened with having the Highlanders sent to his estate, told 
them, he had no answer to tnat argument, and could not help 
it ; but before he would comply with the lawborrows, he would 
go to prison. 

Next day the recusants were called to answer to their in- 
dictment. Lord Cochran, being among the first that was 
called, complained of the shortness of the diet allotted them, 
begged more time, and the assistance of lawyers, since they 
were required to give their oath concerning a crime that 
might be found capital. When all were removed, the lords 
gave it as their judgment thst the council's diets were per- 
emptory, and behoved to be answered presently, and that 
whatever the deponents declared should never infer capital 
punishments. When his lordship was called in, and had 
this intimated to him, he urged that, by act of council of the 
5th of October last, all libels against conventicles were to be 
restricted to a month backwards, and none was bound to 
swear but for himself; and that they, who were ready to 
purge themselves by oath as to their own guilt, were to nave 
no bonds presented to them. The advocate declared he knew 
of no such act. Cochran referred the matter to the clerk's 
oath, but that was refused, and his lordship was told that be 
must either swear, or be reputed, guilty. Whereupon he 
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gave his oath, That he was free of conventicles, and all his 
servants to his knowledge. In the afternoon, Lord Cathcart, 
Sir John Cochran, and the laird of Cesn6ck being called, re r 
fused the bond in the samei manner that Lord Cochran had 
done. And th& laird of Kilbirnie particularly urged the a- v 
bove act of council, and offered to produce a copy of it, 
which was peremptorily refused ; and, to prevent his taking 
instruments; upon his offer, the Earl of Caithness got the 
meeting to be suddenly adjourned. Others that came before 
them were threatened with exorbitant fines, double quartering^ 
imprisonment, and the like, and were at length forced to an- 
swer their interrogatories ; nay, such was their unaccountable 
proceedings, that they presented the bond to a young lord 
under age, and, because he refused it, they treated him as the 
rest. But notwithstanding these severities, the Earls of Cas* 
ills and Loudon, the Lords Montgomery, Cochran, Cath- 
cart, and Bargeny, with all the rest of the gentlemen and 
heritors of Ayrshire, and the town of Irvine, peremptorily re- 
fiised p and therefore were all ordered to be declared rebels, 
and outlawed. 

On the 21st, Patrick Sheriff in Knows, and James Shiels 
in Boltoun, were fined for being at conventicles, and ordered 
to lie in prison till they made payment. 

This committee having ordered several gentlemen in Car- 
rick to be imprisoned, they, upon the 22d of February, issued 
a proclamation, commanding all heritors and landlords, ten- 
ants and servants, who had not signed the bond, to part with 
all their horses above the value of 501. Scots, in a short limited 
time, under the penalty of forfeiting the horse, and paying 
1001. for each horse above such a value. 

The same day the Earl of Cassfls appeared, and, refusing - 
to subscribe the bond tendered to him, was therefore charged 
to appear next day before the lords of the committee, under 
the pain of rebellion, for being at conventicles, and other 
high crimes, and to give his oath upon the truth of his in- 
dictment And though he appeared and cleared himself by 
oath, of all the crimes laid to his charge, yet because he re- 
fused to subscribe the bond, the lords appointed a messenger 
to charge him with letters of lawborrowi ; and, in case of fail- 
ure, to denounce him rebel within six days. Hereupon he 
wrote to their lordships, intreating a weeks delay, which was 
refused him. Whereforehe immediately repaired to Edinburgh 
^ to attend the privy-council, and offer them all possible satisfac- 
tion. But, upon bis coming thither, a proclamation was issued, 
commanding all the west country noblemen, heritors, and 
others, to depart from Edinburgh, to their own houses, with* 
in three days ; before which time he was actually denounced 
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rebel at the market cross of Ayr, and letters wete sent for 
apprehending his person. Wherefore ^his lordship found 
hihiself under a necessity to repair to London, in order to 
lay his. case before his ihajesty. 

Meanwhile, on the 26th of February, the council had a let- 
ter frota their Committee, desiring garrisons might be ap- 
pointed upon the removal of the Highlanders, which was 
Complied with. Next day' the committee was ordered to in- 
timate to the town of Irvine, that they must find persons qua- 
lified to serve in the magistracy, who are willing to take the 
allegiance, declaration, .and sign the bond, or else lose their 
privileges. And the safrte day the council impowered the ma* 
ghtrates of Glasgow to tear the bufrgess tickets of all who 
refused the bond, and to turn all recusants out of their 
council. On the last of February, the council recommended 
to theft committee not to burden any who signed the bond 
with provision for the garrisons. 

The feader must be informed, that the garrisons were oc- 
casioned by a letter, wrote by the conform clergy in the west - 
to the Archbishop of Glasgow, wherein they signified, tliat they 
might abandon their Charges as sooif as the rfighlandets left 
the country, if garrisons were not appointed. How far it was 
their duty, and how agreeable to that sacred function which 
they pretended to bear, to have any hand in such proceedings 
let the world judge. It is true, my author did not see that 
letter, but he has published a letter from the presbytery of 
Ayr to the said Archbishop, which sufficiently confirms the 
fact. Wodrow, Vol. i. p. 479. 

At last the committee, about the efid of February, ordered 
the Highlanders home. They were now convinced that there 
was no forcing the bond upon the west country ; neither did 
they rise in arms, as was expected, but bore afi their oppres- 
sions with incredible patience. The Highlanders, therefore, 
having wasted the country, marchecU off, except £00, who, 
with the Angus militia and standing forces, continued till the 
end of April, when orders came to dismiss them also. When 
they returned, they took along with them a great many horses, 
and vast quantities of goods out of the merchants shops ; to- 
gether with pots, pans, all sorts of wearing apparel, bed- 
clothes, and some plate bearing the mftnes and arms of gen- 
tlemen. Nay, two of their colonels, Airly and Strathmorfe, 
were said to have sent home great sums of money, more than 
they possibly could have got by their pay. And this is not to 
be wondered at, since from one country parish it was calculated 
they had got about 10001. sterling. Upon their march homeward 
they took free quarters without restraint, except now and then 
that the country people would attack the stragglers, and retake 
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sorjie of their own goods* And Mr Wodrow teDs us, that the 
students in the college; of Glasgow, and other youths^ opposed 
2600 of them at the bridge of Glasgow, and would not per- 
mit them to pass till they had delivered . the spoil, arid then 
only by forty at a time, who were conveyed through the west 
port, without being suffered to go through the town j that 
the custom house there was almost filled with pots, pans, bed- 
clothes, wearing apparel, and the like. A particular account 
of all the depredations and ravages of this lawless Highland 
host would fill a volume ; and they behaved with greater in- 
solence and cruelty than a foreign enemy would have done ; 
for, not content with free quarters, though that was. most il- 
legal, they openly robbed both in the highway and in houses, 
and every where took from the country people, pots, pans, 
wearing apparel, and every thing they could lay their hands 
on ; and whoever made any resistance were knocked down 
and woiinded. In some places they tortured people, by scorch- 
ing their bodies at large fires, and otherwise, till they discover- 
ed where their money and goods were concealed. They kill- 
ed their cattle, and drove away their horses ; and, as if pos- 
sessed of the authority of king and parliament, they imposed 
taxes on several places, threatening to burn their houses if 
they were denied. The meanest straggler exacted his sixpence 
a day, and the modelled forces their shilling or merk Scots. 
Nay, they openly offered to commit rapes ; so that it is pro- 
per even to draw a veil over their unnatural and horrid wick- 
edness committed up and down the country. In short, it is 
bard to 'say which is most to be admired, the conduct of per- 
sons of honour and quality, in being accessary to and en- 
couraging of such things, or the patiepce of an oppressed 
people, in bearing their sufferings without resistance ; for my 
author says, that unless in the parish of Campsie, where one of 
the Highlanders was killed, he had not found that resistance 
was made any where. - - # 

It is true, though the greatest part of the committee were 
furious promoters pf those oppressions, yet there Were two or 
three of a more moderate disposition j but these were out- 
voted. The Marquis of Athole was particularly taken notice 
of for his clemency, and the Earl 01 Perth for his equity. 
However this moderate party prevailed at last so far as to 
get the Highlanders removed, 

I shall conclude this chapter with some farther particular 
instances of the loss and hardship sustained on this occasion, 
especially in the shire of Ayr. Ihe noblemen and gentlemen 
of that shire made some calculation of losses, in a paper which 
they drew up, in order to lay them, if need were> before hi$ 
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majesty. Mr Wodrow has given it at large. Howeyer, the 
following abridgement of it is sufficient for my purpose. 

An account of th losses the following parishes sustained by 
quattering, robbing, and spoiling of the soldiers and High* 
land host. 



In Kyle. 
L. 



Ayr and Alloa 
St Quivox 
Monktoun 
Tarboltoun 
Gals' oun 
Craigie 
Riccartoun 
Dundonald 
Barnwell 
Symonton 
Mauchlin, Muir- 
kirk & Dalgean 
Cultoun 
Ochiltree and 

Aucliinleek 
Cumnock, Old 

and New 



12120 

900 

2100 

6J30 

367* 

735 

2844 

3373 

836 

1300 

1 8^)85 

3537 



8 
12 



5211 7 8 



3015 6 4 



Sum of Kyi 


c 55417 


11 





In Cairick. 






Straitoun 


12000 








Colmanel 


10000 








Kirkoswald and 
Girvan 


|l8l6 








Barr 


1000 








Daylie 


1«0 








May bole 


1700 








Balmellingtan 
and Kirknrichael 


|4981 





6 



Sum 0/ Car rick 3,1 o 77 



In 



CuNIKGHAM. 
L. 



Kilmarnock and*) 



Fen wick 
Kilwinning 
Stevenson 
Ardrossan 
Dairy 
Dunlop 
Irvine parish 

without the 

town 
Largs 
Kilbryde 
Kilbirny 
Lowdoun, or 

Newmills 
Dreghorn and 

Pearstoun 
Kilmawers 
Stewartoun 
Beeth 
Isle of Meikle 

Cumray 



i 



} 

l 



} 



14431 



5895 
622 

1549 
653 

2629 



d. 

Q 

9 
4 



15 
12 
i3 
12 S 
16 6 



1029 4 a 



1907 

692 

2080 



0. 
O 
O 



2934 13 4 



1505 17 a 



3250 
6062 
4891 



15 O 

12 a 

O 



266 13 4 



wm ofCuningluim 504.02 2 2 



total ofl 
'/*, Car- 1 
k, and f 

ingham.J 



Vum total of] 
Kyle, 
rick, 
Cunin 



137496 13 2 



It would be endless to mention the losses of particular per- 
sons ; however, I cannot omit some instances When thi* 
dreadful host came to the shire of Ayr, the curate of Kirk- 
oswald procured a regiment for that parish ; and such was his 
ghostly care for his flock, that, by his direction, quarters were 
given for these plunderers. The small parish of DalmeHing- 
toun, vyhere one Quintin Dick had his residence, had 900 of 
them upon it 

The heritors who took the bond, and their lands were free 
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from quartering and exactions as far as those Highland rob- 
bers could be restraine, dbut others had no mercy Sir William 
Cuningham and Cuninghamhead, though but a school-boy, 
had the laird of Dun's whole troop quartered upon his estate ; 
so that his tenants were grievously bppressed, and the victual 
that was laid up in the tower of Cuninghamhead was render* 
ed useless by their treading it under their feet, to the great 
prejudice of the innocent minor. And all this under the di- 
rection of Dunbar of Grange, nephew to Dun, and a 

cornet in his troop. This Dunbar forced his landlord, David 
Muir, to give him wliat money he had, threatening othervyise 
to hang him in his own barn ; which he and his servants 
would have done, had they not been prevented by a number 
of women. 

The town of Kilmarnock suffered extremely at this time.' 
John Borland, on the bridge, lost 1001. Scots, William Tay* 
lor, merchant had a whole company of them quartered for one 
night, besides his quota Matthew Hopkins lost 500 merits. 
William Dickie, merchant, had nine of them upon him for 
about six weeks i and when they went off, they robbed his 
house, carried off a stocking full of silver money, broke two 
ribs of his side, and so frijghted his wife then big with child, 
that she died soon after. * This good man lost upwards of 
1000 rnerks. Hugh Mowat, James Stewart, and his son, and 
James Aird, with many others, were dreadfully oppressed. In 
n word, before they left Kilmarnock, they resolved on the 
Sabbath-day, to plunder the town, as several houses felt to 
their jcost. When Mr Alexander Wedderburn indulged mi- 
nister there, was interceding for the place, a Highlander x 
pushed him so severely on the breast, with the butt-end of his 
musket, as proved the occasion of his death 

The parish of Evandale, in Lanarkshire, lost 17001. 12s, 
Scots. The small parish of Cambuslang, in the same shire, 
likewise suffered much; particularly John Crosbie, David 
Donald, James Jackson, William Ker, and Thomas Robert 
son. I he lady of Sir Patrick Hpustoun was, by their insolent 
rudeness, frighted to death. 

From these few hints; the reader may form a judgment of 
the dismal stata of the country during the time of the High- 
land host, and what a sensible pleasure it must have given all 
ranks to see them marching back to their native mountains. 
But still the measures of oppression were carried on, as Larrj 
{prelate^ 1 * "*; l 
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CHAP. XIII. 

^ the proceedings of the council and their committee qfte? m the 
iln ietvm of the Highland host ; the appointment of garrisons ; 
<- jc •: tj& convention of estates ) the cess s the progress of the per- 
lyeattion, and other things^ to^the end of the year 1678. 

ri^HE damages done by the Highland host were so great, 
-■- that the managers were pleased to dismiss them; 
but still they continued to pursue the non-conformists with 
rigour and severity. Accordingly, on the first of March, a 
letter from the committee was read in council, signifying that 
they had charged all who had not taken the bond with labor* 
rows, and had sent their naines to the council, in order to 
their being declared rebels ; but that th,e noblemen and gen- 
tlemen charged had left their own houses, and come into Edin- 
burgh ; so that the principal persons concerned cannot be ap- 
prehended. All the heritors in Renfrew and Lanark were 
thus charged. 

The same day Mr Robert Anderson was before the council 
for non- conformity ; but he was released uppn giving bond to 
appear when called. But though the Lord Cochran, the laird 
of Kilbirnie, and others, offered a petition for the suspension 
of the lawborrows, yet the council signified to their commit tee* 
that they would receive no petitions from the gentlemen come 
to Edinburgh, and that they had commanded them by pro- 
clamation to remove. 

Meanwhile the committee at Ayr passed an act on the 
fourth of March, appointing garrisons in the following places, 
viz. in tlie house o\ Blairquhan in Carrick of 100. foot, anil 
20 horse \ in Barskiinmiug and Cesiiock of 50 foot, and 10 
horse each ; and ordering the commissioners of supply to 
meet on the 7th, to provide necessaries for them, and give an 
account of their diligence on the 8th. 

But before these things could be done, the council, on the 
6th of March, sent a letter to his majesty, giving him an ac- 
count of the proceedings of this committee with respect to the 
committee with respect to the bond, &c. and throwing the 
most false and invidious reflections on the non-conformists, in 
order to have their iniquitous conduct authorised by the 
king; for they intimate, that all things were done in pursuance 
of his orders in his letter of the 1 Itli of December last. But, 
as Bishop Burnet very well observes, i when very illegal things 
were to be done, the common method was, that a letter was 
drawn for it to be signed by the king, directing it upon some 
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colour of law or ancient practice, and he readily signed what- 
ever was sent to him.' 

Next day Henry Muir, commissary-clerk at Kirkcudbright, 
was charged before the .council for being $t conventicles in 
September or October last, and of corresponding with Messrs 
W«lsh, Semple, Arnot, &c. He owned he once heard ]Vfr 
Arnot at a field conventicle ; yet, tjy the interest of the bishop 
of Galloway, he was dismissed without any further trouble. 
We .shall hear that ® ne James Learmont was executed for 
being only present at a field conventicle* but he had not a 
bishop to intercede for him. 

It does not appear that the committee met on the 8th ; but 
cm the 9th, they made another act, ordering the clerks of the 
commissioners of supply to summon the said commissioners to 
meet at Ayr on, the 12th, both for providing the necessaries for 
the garrisons, and settling the prices they were to pay for 
their provisions ; and th$t, if they fail in their duty ii* this re- 
spect, the officers and soldiers shall have liberty to take these 
necessaries from the next adjacent places, with Jhe rates to be 
fixed by the committee, except the lapds of privy coun-j 
sellors, and those employed in his majesty's service, *>r 
such as have taken pjr shall take the bond. But the com- 
missioners of supply, having most of them refused the bond, 
and not cji using to give any actual concurrence with the im- 
position pf garrisons \n time of peace, did not meet on the 
day appointed ; and therefore the committee, on the 12th of 
Mprch, fixed- the prices on hay, straw, oats, &c. whereupon 
the offipers of the army brought iq what they waited from the 
adjacent places, and pallpd the heritors of every parish, near 
their garrispn, fp meet in order to fix tlie proportion of each 
parish for furnishing the garrison vfith necessaries, ^ll pro- 
tected pej-spns being frpp. 

Qi) the 13th the council published their proclamatipn, or- 
dering the bond to be subscribed by all the heritors in the 
shires of Edinburgh, Haddington^ Linlithgow, Berwick, * 
Peebles ^nd Selkirk; apd next day they gaye orders to charge 
the repusants with laborrows, as had oeen done in the west. 
But thpngh the bond was subscribed in several shires, yet the 
heritprs were generally backward, particularly jp East Lo- 
thian, where from among upwards of 1000 heritprs, not 
above fjfty or sixty signed it ; and \ff -this tiinp conventicles 
began again to be much frequented. ' 

On the 15th a decreet wa$ passed, at the instance of the 
king's advocate, against Patrick Thomson in Kinloch, George 
Fleming in Balberty, Alexander Hamilton of Kinkel and. his 
servant, Henderson, Robert Hamilton, brother to the 
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laird of Prestoun, John Balfour of Kintech, James Russel 
feuar of Kettle, James and John Reids there, John Balfour, 
tenant to Lundy, Alexander Balfour thqre, John Archer in 
Stjrathmiglo, John Adam bailie there, and about twenty more, 
wtto, Chey said, had met at the house of Balfour in Kin loch, 
W$ others to the number of 60 or 80 armed men, with an in- 
*tent 16 Have murdered Captain William Carstairs, and — — 
garret his servant, when the captain required them to deliver 
up— an intercommuned preacher, and to have fired twelve dr 
fourteen shot, whereby Garret was mortally wounded, and 
died on the spot. 

It is sufficient to observe, that few of those here named 
were present at the time when that affair happened, particular- 
ly John Archer and others There was no preacher among 
them ; neither was Garret killed on the spot, as they repre- 
sented ; but it was necessary that things should be aggravat- 
ed. And indeed nothing was more common than for the let- 
ters, proclamations, acts of council, &c. to have their pre- 
ambles or narratives filled with the grossest lies and misrepre- 
sentations. All these persons were outlawed, except two or 
three mean country people who appeared. 

The same day a letter from the committee in the west was 
read in council, desiring that the heritors who refused the 
bond might be stopt from repairing either to the borders or 
into Ireland to avoid being apprehended. Accordingly next 
day a draught of a proclamation was sent to the committee, 
discharging all persons to go to Ireland without passes, and 
Requiring them at the same time to send in lists of all who 
were charged with lawborrows, and ordered the shire of 
Dumbarton to take the bond at Glasgow, where it seems the 
committee sat for the rest of their time. 

These proceedings were so illegal and subversive of the li- 
berties of the subject, that about trie end of this month Duke 
Haliiilfon, the Earls of Roxburgh and Haddington, lieute- 
nant-general Drummond, und several otner gentlemen of 
figure in the west and south, thought it necessary to repair to 
court, in order to lay the state of the nation before his ma- 
jesty. *- Nay, even Athol and Perth, who had been officers in 
the army that invaded' the* west went along with them ; for 
observing the peaceable carriage of the presbyterians, and con- 
versing with noblemen and gentlemen of good sense, they 
were determined not to be any more active in the severities 
used against them. The Earl of Cassils had gone up some 
time before, and it seems that, by means of the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, he got access to his Majesty. 

The managers at Edinburgh, pretended to ridicule these 
noblemen, and assured their friends, that since they had not 
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first laid their grievances before the council, the king would 
pay no regard to them. However, their going off without 
asking leave was as surprising as it was unexpected, especially 
their being joined by the Marquis of Athoi and the Earl %f 
Perth. The bishop of Galloway made a heavy complain^ of 
the conduct erf those two noblemen in a letter to the loVt| re- 

It is said, that when these two nfcblemen, with their servants 
and other gentlemen, were on the road in Anandale, they lost 
their way, and it being late, were obliged to put up in a cot- 
tage in that country. The people, having some knowledge of . 
their errand, treated them with abundance of civility ; and 
when their lordships, who could not get their horses within ' 
doors, expressed their concern lest they should be stolen, 
having heard that Anandale was noted for horse-stealing, 
the country people told them they were in no hazard, for there 
was no thieving among them now, since the field-preachings 
came into that country 5 and talked of many other branches 
of reformation brought about by means of Mr Welsh and 
other preachers. 

As soon as the council got notice of the departure of Duke 
Hamilton, on the 26th of March they sent up the Earl of 
Moray and the Lord Collingtoun, in order to vindicate theif 
proceedings, and those of their committee, against what might 
be objected by the noblemen and others who were gone ta 
court. 

The same day a letter from their committee was read in the 
council, signifying that the bond had been offered in the shire 
of Stirling, and that in the parish of Campsie, six miles 
north of Glasgow, some hundreds assembled , in arms, and 
killed one of the soldiers, and desired an order to proceed 
againstthe heritors of that parish, for building a dwelling-hokise 
and meeting house to one Mr Law, (after the revolution > 
one of the ministers in Edinburgh) adding, that the country 
about Glasgow was much infested with unlicensed chaplains, 
and desiring that some persons might be made examples of. 

The Earl of Cassils gave in his case to his majesty upon 
the 28th of March, containing a particular account of all that 
has been related concerning his lordship, subscribed with his 
own hand ; but as soon as it was given to the king, a Gopy of 
it was sent down by an express to the council, attested by J. 
Forrester secretary to the Duke of Lauderdale. 

Next day Mr Robert Wylie, governor to Francis Lord 
Semple, _a youth then at the university, was summoned 
to appear before the committee cf the council, but h& 
did not; , and his pupil withdrawing, got a charge of 
lawborrows/ Ami, on the 1st of.Ap'rifj the counoil had 
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a letter from their committee in the west, signifying that 
they had summoned before them Lord Semple's governor and 
Lord Cochran's chaplain, for officiating without a licence 
from the bishop, and intended to prosecute those who enter* 
tainodithem. And the same day the council received his ma- 
jtttyfeiletter approving their conduct, and the proceedings of 
their committee, and thanking them for their careful prpser 
cution of what he had recommended to them in his letter of 
the llth December last. However this did not discourage 
the patriots, who were gone up to London, from laying be? 
fore his majesty the injustice of several things fre had approve 
<ed of, as shall be related in its proper place. 
> On the 3d of April the council, taking under theip consi- 
deration thpse commissioners of supply who $d not assemble 
for settling the provisions for garrisons- pr$lere4 the Earls of 
Cassils and Loudpn, the Lords Cochran, Cathcart, Bargeny, 
Sir William Muir of Eowaljan* &c. to be called before thein^ 
but they difl pot appear ; $p this afftui carpe to nothjng. 

The same day the copy of the Earl of fassils' case was pn* 
duced in council, and Mr Patrick Anderson was ordered to 
be sent to the Bass, upless he presently gave security, under 
the penalty of 2000 merks, tp leave Edinburgh apd nye milet 
round it, and cpp verse with none but those of his own ta« 
jrnily. This was hard treatment for alleged keeping of conven-r 
tides at his owp house, and corresponding with Messrs Welsh* 
Williamson, &c. 

Next day they agreed upon a letter to be sent tp his ma- 
jesty, wherein they say, — « Whereas the earl represents, that 
we granted conimissiops to the Marquis of ^thol, and others, 
to take free quarters — we humbly copceive that your majesty 
had just reason to look on Jiis jurisdiction of Carrick, and 
some other wcsterp shires, as in a state of rebellion, since field- 
conventicles are by your laws declared to be rendezvouzes of 
rebellion ; and that these wcr^ so increasing, that there were 
fcr more armed men assembled in them almost weekly, than* 
could be repressed by almost thrice the number of your stand-? 
ing'forces* — But yet our orders are falsely represented » for we 
only gave orders to take free quarters as your council and 
committee should order ; and that yopr council }ias given 
other prders is denied i — yet, to the end that none should suf- 
fer but such as should continue guilty, it was offered by your 
council, that only such as should refuse to secure the peace 
should be quartered upon \ apd accordingly protectipns were 
granted to all such as secured the peace.- 1 -Whereas it is repre? 
sented, that a bond was pressed without law*, it is humbly as-" 
serted, that the bond was only offered, but not pressed. — And 
as |o Jjje legal security by lawborrqws, if is expressly warrant, 
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ed by the 129th act, pari. 9. James I. And universal law- 
borrows are warranted by act 1 3. pari. 6 James II— 
. Upon which account it is humbly craved, from your ma- 
jesty's justice, that the Earl of Cassils, who huth contemned 
your proclamation, and charged your privy-cou ucil with crimes . 
of so high a nature, may be sent down prisoner, to be tried 
and judged according to law.' 

This is but a very short abstract of the letter, which the 
reader will find at large in Wodrow, p. 501, &c. who justly 
'observes, that there was as little rebellion at field-conventicles 
as in churches. It was the council who first called them wo* 
dezvouzes cf rebellion, and from this inferred that the west- 
country was in a state of rebellion ; how justly must be left 
with the reader. Besides, it is absolutely false that there were 
weekly more armed men at these conventicles than thrice the 
number of the king's- forces could suppress. That some had 
attended these meetings in arms is not denied ; necessity ob- 
liged them to defend themselves against the wicked assaults of 
the soldiers. They tell his majesty that his council did not 
give orders for free quarters. But what a shift was this, when 
their committee did it by their authority : And it is false that 
, free quarters were only taken from the refusers of the bond, 
when it was well known that the Highlanders came sevetal 
days before the time of taking the bond ; and free quarters, 
were allowed on the lands of Cuningharohead, and others, who 
could not be reckoned refusers. In a word, it may make the 
reader 6mile to hear them saying the bond was offered, but not 
pressed. If the sending in of an army the charging with law- 
borrows, and putting to the horn, was not pressing, then no- 
thing can be called so. 

With the above letter the committee sent up to the king 
an information of. their proceedings with the Earl of Cassils $ 
and about this time the managers thought it necessary to pub- 
lish a paper,, intitled, A true narrative of the proceedings of his 
majesty's privy- council in Scotland for securing the peace of that 
kingdom in the year i67S. Remarks were made upon this 
narrative, in a letter tp a friend, which abundantly , exposed 
what was asserted therein. 

On the 6th of April the council, ordered Mr Alexander 
Boss, a minister in the north, who had been detained prisoner 
in the tolbooth of Edinburgh for the space of four months, 
without laying any tiling to his charge, to be released, upon 
giving security to live peaceably, And being informed on 
the 10th, that many in the shire of Lanark had not surren- 
dered their arms, they ordered their committee to do all they % 
could to disarm them, who accordingly did their utmost ; 'but 
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many chose rather to run ail hazards than to come and 
deliver their arms upon oath. 

On the 13th the committee at Glasgow, considering that 
Mr Wyle and Lord Semple had both withdrawn^ wrote to 
■the Earl of Dundonald, one of his lordship's tutors, to do all 
Jbe couki to get them to return to the university ; and, on the 
16th, Lord Seinple's mother, a professed papist; petitioned 
ihe council that they would either recommend the care of her 
«on'$ education to such persons as shall be answerable to their 
Jordships, or take some proper measures for securing to him 
Jbis small fortune during his minority, and himself in such 
-principles as were most suitable to his majesty's government* 
And might engage him in loyalty to the lung and his succes- 
sors. The council upon this enjoined the bishop of Argyle 
and lord Ross to appoint some person of sound principles and 
loyalty to be tutor to the petitioner's son. 

On the 19th an express arrived, and the council sat down at 
eight iii the morning, when a letter was read from his majesty* 
signifying that he had considered the representations made by 
some of his subjects relating to the methods lately taken with 
the west country, and that he was resolved to hear things more 
Adly, and, in the mean time commanded that the bond and law-* 
borrows should be suspended till his farther pleasure ; and that 
all his forces, except hisown guards, be immediately disbanded. 
This surprised Jthie managers, who were expecting the Earl of 
-Cassils to be sent down prisoner ; and therefore they dispatched 
Sir George Mackenzie to London^ by whom they wrote to the 
Earl of Moray, and, Lord Colliugtoun, sigoifying their readi- 
-niness to .obey his majesty's comuiands, and reflecting on those 
noblemen and others that had gone to court at this time, as if 
£hejjr had done all, they could tq shake the foundations of au- 
thority, to such a degree as it will be past remedy, if not 
•speedily and vigorously adverted to by his majesty : and there- 
rfore they begged them to concur with the advocate, in repre- 
senting things to the king. 

But, on the 22d, Sir John Guningham went up likewise to 
JLondon ; and though he .and Sir George Lockbart, who had 
gone before him, had neither of them refused the bond, yet 
they were clear to give it as their judgment, that the imposing 
of- it and the lawborrows was contrary to law ; and the senti- 
- .meats of such eminent lawyers could hot but have weight. 

However dissatisfying the king's last, orders were, yet the 
JBlue-coat and the Nithsdale regiments, who were got as far as 
Lanark, were disbanded. Lord Halton went to the committee 
«t Glasgow, and gave fthern the first inforsoptiwiof this sudden 
change ; but at the same time,, assured . thetrj of the king's fa- 
vour, and that he would approve of their proceedings, though 
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his affairs in England made it necessary to disband the forces, 
and suspend the bond for a little while. And, on the 24th, 
the council wrote to their committee, that, since disorders by 
numerous field-conventicles in Fife, Merse, Tiviotdale and 
Linlithgow were come to such a height, and matters of moment 
were to be deliberated upon on the first of May, therefore*tney 
desired them, as their business in tfce west was finished, to Vtoxae 
in to Edinburgh. When these matters of importance were, 
which the council were to have before them, I know not j 
possibly they were to concert upon* proper methods for sup- 
pressing what they called the increasing of disorder by ^nume- 
rous field-conventicles, and for this end to have a standing army, 
notwithstanding the* late orders for disbanding the forces ; amfc 
no doubt they took care to represent things in their own way 
to the king. 

Meanwhile, on the fifth of May, there was a large field-meet* 
ing on the hills of Whitekirk over against the Bass. A party 
of about 40 soldiers and 20 country people whom they pressed 
to go along with them, commanded by ensign Charles Mait- 
land, being sent by the governor, came, upon them. The peo- 
ple resolved to keep together, and not offer any violence un- 
less -they Tvere attacked. The party advanced, and commanded 
them in the king's name to disperse. Some who were neair 
them answered, ,That, though they honoured the king, yet 
they were resolved to hear the word of God. Upon this a sbl-% 
dier giving a blow to one of the people, an able-bodied countty- 
man knocked him down. Being thus engaged, the people on 
that side of the meeting quickly surrounded and disarmed th* 
soldiers, and sent them off. No harm was done to any of them, 
farther than that one was . killed on the spot. Two of the. 
meeting were taken that day, and several others afterwards, 
among whom were James and Geo. Learmonts, William 
Temple, Rob. Hepburn in £ast-Fenton, and William Brysott 
younger in Dumbar. The first of these was executed in Sep-, 
tember, as shall be related. 

Though, on the 10th of May, the council recalled the gar^ 
rison at Ayr, yet on the 14th they had a letter from the. king, 
dated the seventh, declaring, That, considering the abounding 
of fielcj-conventicles, these rendezvouzes of rebellion, he thought 
fit that some more forces should be raised, and that he expected 
a speedy and exact account of what number and quality of 
troops would be necessary. — How fluctuating were his ma- 
jesty's councils ! the one day to order the forces to be disband- 
ed, and the next, in a manner, to order a new levy to be made. 
However, thisletter was what the managers wanted. And the 
same day, in their return, they took notice of the growth o£ 
conventicles, and that tlie raising of new forces was thebest 
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way to suppress them ; and therefore they proposed two troops 
of horse, each consisting of toymen ; and, as the support of 
these necessarily called for money, that a convention of estates 
should be summoned to provide it. But before these things 
could be brought about several occurrences happened. 

Accordingly, on the said 14th of May, the council were in- 
formed of a conventicle at the house of Williamwaod, where 
the meeting was dispersed, and upwards of seventy, men were 
taken prisoners by the dragoons who pursued the common 
people. The ministers happily escaped. About thirty-four 
Glasgow people, and as many countrymen, were carried pri- 
soners to Glasgow, where they were examined by Lord Ross 
and others. The bond was offered to them, and the few that 
complied were released ; but the rest after some days imprison- 
ment, were sent to Edinburgh under a strong guard, where we 
shall leave them till we see what passed between the king and 
those who in March last had gone to court. Many of them 
after long attendance, came away. 

But at last, on the 25th of May, Duke Hamilton, Lord 
Cochran, Sir John Cochran, and Lieutenant-general Drum- 
mond, were commanded to attend upon his majesty at four 
o'clock. When they appeared, the king being accompanied 
with the Dukes of York and Monmouth, and the treasurer, 
first asked why they had come to him contrary to. his procla- 
mation ? The Duke of Hamilton, who spoke first, intreated his 
majesty to let him know why he had laid him under marks of 
his displeasure, viz. his being turned out of his council, and, 
since ever he ca'me to London, not having had the honour of 
kissing his majesty's hand. The king replied, He would first 
knbw the grounds of their complaints before he returned an 
answer. The Duke said, That he had his majesty's encou- 
ragement to come, since he told them, when last at court, that, 
when he was any way wronged, he should come to himself and 
make it known. Upon this they gave his majesty a particular 
account of the invasion of the Highlanders, their quartering 
and plunders, &c. the bond, the lawborrows, their being de- 
nounced, and forbid by proclamation to lay their coadition be- 
fore the king. To which the king answered, That these were 
horrid things, and desired they would set them down in paper. 
The treasurer said, That whatever was in these free quarter- 
ings, and in the rest, they might have been prevented by taking 
the bond, which he conceived there was law for, there being 
two alternatives in it, either to deliver their tenants prisoners, 
or turn them out of their farms. To this it was replied, That 
•there was no obliging masters to apprehend thegr tenants ; the 
farthest the act of parliament 1670 went, was to oblige masters 
for their families and servants. 2. That masters could not be 
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obliged to turn tenants out of their lands, in Regard the punish- 
ment for going to a conventicle was by law appointed to be a 
fine, which was not so grievous as turning them out of their 
possessions. Besides, they urged that most of the tenants had 
leases, by virtue of which they had a legal right to their pos- 
sessions, and could not be turned out for a crime that was only 
fineable by law. This conference held two hours, and much 
. was said by both parties. The king, in the conclusion, told 
them, That he could not judge of what they had said unless 
they would give it under their hands, that he might lay it be- 
fore his council. They answered, That they came to his ma- 
jesty to inform him of the wrongs and oppressions of the coun- 
try, and not to accuse the council, which they knew was dan- 
gerous, unless his majesty would indemnify them ; which the 
king refusing, they said, They left the flatter with him to do 
in it as he thought proper. In a word, though sometimes the 
king seemed to be moved, yet, being still under the influence - 
of Lauderdale, he gave them no redress. So far from ity that 
on the £8th of May, three days after this conference, he wrote 
to the council, approving of their whole conduct, and recom- 
mending to them to take all such legal courses as they should 
find necessary for preserving the authority of the state, and se- 
curing the government of the church as by law established. 

The same day John Bowie, James, John, and Robert Max- 
wells, David Crosbie, William Niven, William Urie, James 
Lickprevick, James Blackwood, Robert Reid, David FergtK 
son, William Steven, David Gray, Archibald Haddoway, 
Mungo Cochran, Robert Hay, and many others, being called 
before the council to give their oath who preached at the above 
conventicle at Willi^mwood, and refusing, were sentenced to 
be transported to the plantations, and to lie in prison till a ship 
was got ready. 

At the same time a letter wa9 read appointing Lauderdale 
commissioner, and a proclamation was published for calling a 
convention of estates to meet at Edinburgh on the 26th of June 
next. In this proclamation the kingdom is represented to be 
in danger from those execrable nekUconventicles, the rendez- 
vouzes of rebellion ; and therefore in order to suppress them, 
this convention was called to raise and provide for more forces. 

These conventicles got a new epithet. They were formerly 
called seditious,) and rendezvouses of rebellion^ but now they are 
called execrable. But it was well known that these meetings 
had much of the divine presence among them ; and, as one ob- 
serves, many were really converted, more were convinced, and , 
generally all who attended them were reformed from their for- 
mer immoralities. Besides, we have related that the occasion 
of these meetines was owing to the execrable proceedings of 
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the managers at that time. Neither is it any wonder though 
some were obliged to attend them in arms, when we consider 
the sanguinary laws that were made against them, and how 
they were exposed to the illegal assaults of the soldiers. For 
a long time they met without any arms, and were frequently 
disturbed and dispersed. Some were killed, others were wound- 
ed, which they patiently endured without resistance. At last 
several ministers had a price set upon their heads, and many 
were outlawed ; and therefore, finding that they thus were ap- 
pointed as sheep for the slaughter, they looked upon it as their 
duty to provide for their necessary defence. We have related 
how they were debarred all manner of liberty to worship God 
in public, and on the severest penalties forbid to assemble either 
in the churches or in private families. But, being persuaded 
that it was their duty not to forsake the assembling of them- 
selves together, they therefore took to the fields. 

On the 1 3th of June, about sixteen more, who had been at 
William wood conventicle, were sentenced to be transported. 
They were given to Ralph Williamson of London to dispose 
of them, or sell them to the best advantage ; and they were to 
lie in prison till they could be shipped off. On the 20th, 
George Hume of Kimmergham and Jane Hume Lady Ayton, 
having been imprisoned for a clandestine marriage, (I suppose 
for being married by a presbyterian minister) Were released on 
paying 1000 merks fine, and 750, merks for pious uses. 

On the 26th the convention of estates met according to'ap- 
pointment. Parliaments now could not be ventured upon, lest 
ah inquiry should be made into the state of the nation, and pro- 
posals made for redressing grievances. A convention answered 
the end of raising money, which was thfc chief thing now in 
view. 

On the 10th of July they passed their act and 'offer of 
1,800,000/. Scots to be raised in the space of five years, being 
$60,000/. Scots yearly. In the preamble to this act they say, 
among other things, that it is not fit that this kingdom should 
jonly, of all others, remain without defence, at a time wherein 
these dangerous field-conventicles, <leclared by law rendezvouzes 
of rebellion, do still grow in their numbers and insolences, 
<egainst all which the present forces cannot in reason be thought 
a suitable security. 

The design of this assessment $vas to maintain an army for 
suppressing these conventicles, wliich were the but| of their 
malice: and now the bishops had what they wanted; their 
friends were provided for in the army ; the presbyterians were 
divided among themselves on account of the indulgence, and 
the imposition of this cess * increased their divisions ; and the 
rigorous execution of it, together with the cruel oppressions of 

* 
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this new army, occasioned a rising, which shall be related in 
the next volume. 

Some looked upon it as unlawful to pay this cess, and others 

.were of opinion, that, since violence was both expected and 
used, it was more adviseable, by a piece of money, to preserve 
themselves and their families alive, and their substance from . 
being taken from them, than, by an absolute refusal, to give an 
occasion and afford a legal pretence to the cruelty of the collec- 
tors to destroy all. They added, that paying cess, in these cir- 
cumstances, was not spontaneous, but constrained, and there- 
fore the prayers were to be excused, and looked upon as suf- 
ferers rather than actors. There were a few others who paid 
this imposition with a declaration, chusing the middle way be- 
tween paying it without any testimony against what was evil 

.in it, and refusing to pay it at all. Among them was Quintin 
Dick of Dalmellington. The reasons of his conduct I shall 
lay before the reader in his own words, as follow : — * After 
much liberty in pouring out my heart to God, I was brought 
to weigh, that, as my paying of it might be, by some, inter- 
preted a scandal, and a sinful acquiescence in the magistrate's 
sinful command ; so, upon the other hand, ; my refusing to pay 
it would be the greater scandal, being found to clash against a 
known command of God, of giving to all their due ; tribute to 
<whom tribute is due, cmi r sn to whom custom ; and knowing that 
Christ Jesus, for that same very end, to evite offence, did both 
pay tribute himself, and commanded his followers to dp it, I 

•could see no way to refuse payment of that cess, unless I had 
clashed with that command of paying tribute to Caesar. So, to 
evite the scandal of compliance on the one hand, and disobe- 

. dience to the magistrate, in matter of custom, on the other, 1 
came td a determination to give in my cess to the collector of 
the shire of Ayr, with a protestation against the magistrate's 
sinful qualification of his commands, and a full adherence unto 
these meetings of God's people called conventicles , which, in the 
act, he declared his design to bear down. I had no sooner done 

. this, but — it was said, that my protestation was only to evite 
sufferings, and could be -of no weight, being protettatio contraria 

jacto. But, being persuaded that *t is the magistrate's right to 
ithpose and exact cess and custom, I could have no clearness to 
state my sufferings in opposition to so express' a command of 
God, And as to the magistrate's sinful qualification, having so 
openly declared and protested against it, I conceive the censure 

( -of this, to evite sufferings^ is groundless, seeing that the enemy 

, lias subscribed with my hand, before witnesses, a resolute ad- 
herence to that which they say this leads to overthrow ; and, if 
he mind ta; persecute upon the ground of owning conventicles, 
lie has a fair*and full occasion against me under my hand, &c* 
vol. i. 2. A x 
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Thus far he. But, to do justice to those who refused to pay 
this cess, I must briefly relate their sentiments on this head. 
Thus they allowed, l. That tribute and custom are to be paid 
to the persons ordained by God ; but the impositions of tyrants, 

% enacted and exacted for promoting their wicked designs against 
religion and liberty, are nowise due ; and therefore it is not 
equity to pay them. 2. It is lawful to pay them when due, 
either by law or contract, even though they should afterwards 
be abused to pernicious ends ; but these payments for such 
wicked ends, either particularly specified in the very act ap- 
pointing them, or openly avouched by the exactions, are of 
another nature from impositions fundamentally appointed for 
the public good. 3. It is sometimes lawful to pay them, even 
when illegally exacted, if afterwards they were, by dedition or 
voluntary engagement, legally submitted to by the true repre- 
sentatives ; but not so when they were never either lawfully 
enacted or legally exacted, or voluntarily engaged by the repre- 
sentatives, except such as represent the enslavement o£ the na- 
tion, and betrayed the country, religion, liberty, property, and 
all persons interests, and declaredly imposed to farther the de- 
struction of all. If it be objected, that Christ paid custom lest 
he should offend, and that the Jews wondered at his prudent 
ansiwer, Render to Ccesar the things that are €asar\ and to God 
the things that are God's, it is sufficient to observe} that he 
taught them, in general, to give nothing to Caesar in prejudice 
to that which is God's ; and consequently it must be unlawful 
to pay a tax that is appointed for suppressing the worship of 
God, wherever it is performed agreeable to his word. And to 
make the case parallel, it is no less than blasphemy to say that 
Christ would have paid, or permitted his followers to pay a tax^ 
professedly imposed for levying a war against himself, or 
banishing him and his disciples out of the land, or to fill the 
mouths of the greedy Pharisees j or that he would have paid, 
or suffered to pay, their extortions, if any had been exacted of 

. him, or his disciples, for his preaching or working miracles ; or 
if help or hire had been demanded for the encouraging those 
that ran to stone him for his good deeds. 4. It is lawful to 
pay a part to preserve the whole, when it is' extorted only by- 
force and threatenings, and not exacted by law ; when it is 
yielding only to a lesser suffering, and not consenting to a* sin 
to shift suffering ; for though? no doubt, a man may give a 
robber a part to save hi&life, of preserve the rest, yety if the 
robber requires fiot only a part for himself and his underlings, 
but 4emands it for this very end, that he may be in case to 
murder his father, mother, wife, children and friends, whom he 
has in his power ; the question is, Whether it would be lawful 
for any person to comply in these circumstances ? But the im* 
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posers of this cess did not loot upon themselves as robbers, but 
claimed this exaction as a just debt j and that, for this declared 
purpose, to enable them to bear down the assemblies of God's 
faithful people. 5. It is lawful passively, by forcible con* 
straint, to submit to the execution of such wicked sentences as 
impose those burdens, if it be not by way of obedience to them; 
this is suffering and not sinning. But it is unlawful to comply 
with the payment of a cess, when imposed with an evident 
^design to overthrow the work of God, andharrassand persecute 
his people. The duty, in that case, is to take joyfully th* 
spoiling of our goods, and not to comply with impious 'demands* 
6. It is lawful,, of two evils of sufferings, to chuse the least, 
when they are in our choice ; but this is not the present case. , 
It is true there is this alternative, either to comply and pay the 
cess, or else to be exposed to the rigorous oppressions of the 
laws then made. If the first could be done without sin, then 
it doubtless might, to avoid the terrible consequences of the 
last." But, as an active compliance with the former is sinful, 
we are to chuse suffering rather than sin. When Christ was 
tossed at sea with his disciples, had the Jewish rulers given per- 
emptory orders to furnish money for paying those whom they 
were to employ to sink the ship, can it be imagined that any 
-of the lovers of Jesus would have complied with their demands? 
Now, has not Christ, and all the interest he hath in the nation, 
been embarked, as it were in one bottom ? And have not the 
rulers sent their peremptory orders to pay a cess for sinking his 
floating interest ? Can any who profess to love him comply 
with this ? Can this compliance* especially,' be given into by 
those, who, by solemn covenant, were obliged to maintain and 
defend it ? Thus I have given a brief account of some of thoss 
things said in behalf of those who refused this cess. The reader 
will find this point largely discussed in the book quoted in the 
margin, from which I have taken these hints. I now go ou 
to the subsequent occurrences. 

On the 1st of August, John Miller in Kirkcaldy, David Bar-* 
clay, Robert Marnpck, and seven or eight more, were brought 
before the council for having been at several field-qonventicles. 
They refused to swear against any who were present with 
1 them, and so had a sentence of transportation passed against 
them. 

They likewise renewed their former act, requiring all con* 
cerned in the execution of the laws to take the oath of allegiance 
and declaration, and appointed their act to be printed and sent 
to the members of inferior judicatures, town-councils and magi-, 
strates. It seems William Stirling, bailie-depute of the regalia 
ty of Glasgow, had not exerted himself sufficiently iii suppress- 
ing conventicles i and therefore, on the 14th of August, he was 
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ordered to appear before the council, where he having alleged* 
that, being newly vested with that office, he was unacquainted 
with the methods of the court, the lords required him to be 
more diligent for the future, and so dismissed him. The same 
day Sir James Stewart, late provost of Edinburgh, who had, 
for some time, been prisoner in the castle, was by reason of his 
old age and infirmities, set at liberty, upon giving a bond of 
10,000 merks to appear when called.- At the same time 
Thomas Kennedy of Grange, confessing that he had been, at a 
conventicle last year, was fined 'in 800 merks, which he pre- 
sently paid, and was discharged. 

Next day the council wrote two letters, the one to Dun- 
donald, to order Mr Wylie to appear before them on the 11th 
of September, and provide a proper tutor for Lord Semple ; 
the other to the bailie of Montrose, concerning a conventicle 
near that place, at which several attended in arms ; but the 
matter was dropt. The same day the magistrates of Ayr. were 
ordered to apprehend Mr John Cuningham, chamberlain to the 
laird of Enterkin, for harbouring Mr John Welsh. 

About the end of this month a considerable number, both of 
the indulged and not indulged ministers, met at Edinburgh, for 
composing the differences that had arisen on account of the in- 
dulgence, which several had been preaching against, and, as 
some apprehended, carried things to an excess in their sermons. 
They had two probationers before them, but to little purpose ; 
a third declined to converse with them, or be subject to their 
admonitions* 

We have related how dissatisfactory the indulgence was to 
many, and how the acceptance of it offended numbers, because 
it flowed entirely from the supremacy. On the seventh of Oc- 
tober 167 J, the Rev. Mr John Livingston wrote a letter from 
Rotterdam to his parishioners of Ancrum, in which he con- 
demned those who accepted the indulgence, without any public 
testimony either of their adherence to the oath of God, and 
work of reformation, or against the usurpations of the civil ma- 
gistrate upon the royal prerogative of the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and among other things tells them, 4 If any ministers have had 
a hand in contriving or procuring that indulgence, I suppose 
they have done more mischief to the church of Christ in that 
land [Scotland] than all the prelates and all their hirelings.* 
Besides, the reader will observe, that those worthy persons, who 
had not freedom to accept of the indulgence, were exposed to 
the rage of the persecutors, and deprived of all their liberties 
both civil and sacred ; and therefore, though thtey had express- 
ed themselves in their sermons in terms that could not be alto- 
gether justified, had they not great provocation ? And when 
they are convinced that the indulgence was injurious to Christ 
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as the head of the* church, flowing from and depending upon 
the magistrate's supremacy ; that it was inconsistent withpres^ 
byterian principles ; that it invaded the rights of the Christian 
people, not only by depriving many of them of their own mi-* 
nisters, but also^ obliging them to submit to any the council 
should send them 5 that by this erastlanism was established ; 
Were they to be condemned in preaching against it, nay, and in 
bearing their testimony against the accepters of it ? I doubt not 
in the least, but many who accepted the indulgence were wor- 
thy and valuable persons 5 but humanum est labi ; and it was 
certainly the duty of ministers to concert measures for bringing «* 
about peace and union; but, at the same time, how they were 
to be condemned, who for the sake of union, could not renounce 
their principles, must be left with the reader. It is certain ex-* 
"cesses of all kinds are to be avoided ; but it is not to be won* 
dered at, that, when the infection of apostacy did so universally 
prevail, some exceeded the bounds of moderation in shewing 
their zeal against it. 

On the ilth of September, Patrick Macdougal, Mr James 
Laurie of French, Thomas Hay of Park, John Blair of Dun r 
skey, Andrew Agnew of Seuchan, Alexander Veitch of Glen, 
William Veitch tenant to Glencranstoun, and Adam Russel late 
bailie of Peebles, were prosecuted for house and field-coriventi- 
eles. They who appeared were acquitted. \ 

The same day Sir Patrick Hume of Polwart, in consequence 
of a letter from the king, was ordered to be removed from the 
'tolbooth of Edinburgh to the castle of Dumbarton. This gen- 
tleman had been imprisoned in September 1675* and was ordered 
to be released in February, 1676. If that order was complied 
with, it would seem he was again committed to prison ; for it is % 
plain he was at this time in goal at Edinburgh. 

Another letter from his majesty was read in council, at the 
same time requiring them to raise two Highland Companies, 
each consisting of 150 men, besides officers, for putting a stop 
to, the depredations in the Highlands. Whether this order was 
complied with, my author did not find from the registers. The 
suppressing of conventicles ^ook up most of their time ; for at 
the same meeting they ordered the arms and papers of non-con- 
formists to be searched for and seized. And next day * soldiers, 
were sent to Coupar of Fife for executing whatever orders they 
should receive from the council, or their committee, or the 
major-general . They also enjoined the magistrates of Kirkcaldy 
to proceed against those that had left their parish-church to 
" frequent conventicles, and thanked the magistrates of Dundee 
for their care in this respect. They likewise wrote to the 
Marquis of Douglas, desiring him to present John Haddoway, 
James and William Clelands, in consequence of his bond to pro* 
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duce them when called. They had been before the council 
1677, for being at conventicles ; but upon his lordship's bond, 
the process against them was delayed. At the same meeting- 
the chancellor produced a letter from the Earl of Dundonald, 
signifying that the commissioners of assessment for the shire of 
Renfrew scrupled the declaration* which they conceived related 
to burghs, and not to shires ; whereupon they ordered that both 
the allegiance and declaration should be tendered to them, and 
a list of the recusants, &c should be sent to the council. And* 
on the 13 th of September, both these were re-imposed on the 
burghs. At which time James Mosman was fined in lot) O 
merks, William Laing and another in 500 merks a-piece ; and 
six or seven more, all tenants of the Laird of Cavers, 100 merks 
each for hearing Mr Welsh and other ejected ministers ; and 
the council gave them to know, that, unless they paid their re- 
spective fines against next November, they should be transported. 
And they actually passed sentence of transportation against Mr 
John Harroway, for preaching, baptizing and marrying without 
episcopal ordination, and refusing to declare, upon oath, who 
he presbyterian ministers were by whom he was ordained. 
Robert Dick, merchant in Prestonpans, was likewise indicted 
for being at a conventicle, and refusing to clear himself by oath, 
the was declared guilty and ordered to be banished. Thqy like- 
wise ordered the Earl of Linlithgow to bring in several persons 
prisoners who had lately been at a conventicle near Renfrew. 
The same day they wrote to Lord Macdonald ordering him to 
come before them on the 27th, and give security for the peace 
of the bounds ; but he was in no haste to obey their summons. 
And on the 16th the Bishop of Glasgow was admitted a coun- 
sellor and a member of the committee for public affairs. 

While the council was thus taken up about conventicles the 
trial of James and George Learmonts, William Temple, Robert 
Hepburn of East-Fenton, and William Bryson younger in Dun- 
bar, came on before the justice-court, consisting of Lord Car- 
rington justice-general, Lords Collingtoun, Strathurd, Castlehill, 
Forret and Newton. They sat down on the llth of Septem- 
ber, and the prisoners were indicted for being at the conventicle 
over against the Bass, and being art and part in the murder of 
the soldiers, &c. In the beginning of the process the advocate 
passed from Hepburn and Bryson, in order to pursue them be- 
fore the council for field-conventicles. Mr David Thoirs, ad- 
vocate for the prisoners, pleaded that their simple presence, in 
a crowd of a thousand persons, cannot make them guilty ; and 
offered to prove that they came unarmed ; and that others, de- 
clared fugitives, and not them, were seen to strike the deceased 
with swords and halberts, whereas the prisoners retired before 
the engagement. The king's advocate replied, that field-con- 
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yenticles were rendezvouzcs of rebellion, and the prisoners pre- 
sence there in arms was enough to prove them guilty, which he 
undertook to make good. The lords in their interlocutor, de- 
clared, that presence at field-conventicles, and giving counsel 
and command, infer guilt, and accordingly referred the same to 
be proved. 

The witnesses were examined ; and James Manderstoun 
. swore that he saw James Learmont at a field-conventicle May 
the fifth ; that he had no arms ; but that he heard him say, Let 
no cowards be here to-day ; but let such as have arms go out 
to the foreside j that he saw William Temple there with a 
$word. Other two witnesses swore much to the same 1 purpose ; 
but none swore that James Learmont had any actual concern in 
the engagement. In his last speech he tells us, that the jury, 
at first, declare4 he was not guilty of the blood that was shed. 
Their verdict was, 4 That they found William Temple guilty 
* of -being at the conventicle libelled, near the place where the 
4 man was killed, with a sword under his arm, but not drawn } 
4 as also, that James Learmont was not only guilty of presence, 
4 but of words, conform to the deposition of witnesses.' 

When this was given in the advocate declared! that they de- 
serted the diet against Geo. Learmont. Several others who 
were at the said conventicle, as Sheriff, Cowan, Dawson, Brock, 
Miller, and Bull f were called, and not appearing were declared 
fugitives, and outlawed. Next day, September 13th, the folr 
lowing sentence was pronounced, viz. That James Learmont be 
taken to the Grass-market of Edinburgh, on Friday the 27th 
instant, and there have his head severed from his body, &c. 
No sentence was this day pronounced against Will. Temple ; 
and though, according to their own law, he was certainly more 
guilty than James Learmont, yet a sentence of transportation 
. was all that was passed against him. 

This good man, James Learmont, was executed on the 27th 
according to his sentence. In his last speech, which is recorded 
in Naphtali, he bore an honourable testimony to tfye covenants 
and work of reformation, against popery, prelacy, &c. praved 
that God would give repentance to those who were accessary to 
bis death ; exhorted all people to shew loyalty to the king and 
all lawful magistrates, and all their just and lawful .commands* 
in so far as they agreed with the word, of God ; and concluded 
lus long speech with these words, 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. / have fought 
a goodfighti \3c. Surely I come juicily. Amen. Even so come 
Lord Jesus. 

. On the 9th of October a letter from the king was read in 

council, signifying that he had granted commissions to raise, a 

regiment of foot consisting of eight companies, and three troops 

, of horse of sixty men each, besides officers, for securing the 



Digitized by 



Google 



376 THE HISTORt OF THE " CHAP, XIII. 

kingdom from foreign invasions and intestine commotions, and 
requiring all the officers of the former and new levied forces to re- 
pair to thejr respective posts upon pain of his displeasure. Upon 
• this the council appointed the Earls of Moray, Wigtoun, and 
Linlithgow, the Bishop of Galloway, (for he must be employed 
for the church in military affairs) the Lords Elphingston, Ross 
and-Collingtoun, and .Mr Maitland, or any three of them, to 
meet the 2 2d instant, and deliver commissions to the officers 
named by his majesty, and to order them to rendezvous on the 
links of Leith the last Thursday of November, 

The same day Mr James Hamilton the indulged minister at 
Evahdale, was rebuked before the council for preaching in a 
vacancy, and so breaking his confinement \ but that being his 
first fault, he was dismissed withput any farther censure. And, 
at the same sederunt, Alex. Buchanan in Buchlyvie, Andrew 
Buchanan in Shirgartoun, and about seven others, were banished 
for conventicles, and ordered to be kept prisoners till they should 
be transported. 

Next day the council appointed garrisons in several places of 
the Highlands, for preserving the peace there, and permitted 
' Dame Margaret Ker to wait upon the Laird of Polwart, a pri- 
soner in Dumbarton-castle, till the first of November next. 

In November a process commenced against some of tbe in- 
dulged ministers in the shire of Renfrew, as Mr Pat. Simpson 
and Mr Jam. Wallace, for breaking their confinement ; of which 
more next year. And on the 7th Tho. and Will. Govans, 
Alex. Anderson, Rob. Pontoun, James Wilson,. John Jervie, 
Jam. Brown, Nich. Ciidsdale, Dav. Kid, and John Arnot, hav- 
ing confessed their being present at conventicles, and refusing to 
declare upon oath who preached, or who else were present, were 
banished to the plantations. Mr Johtl Govan denying that he 
was at the conventicles charged against him, and only had con- 
versed with Mr Forester his brother-in-law, was ordered to lie 
in prison till his case should be farther considered. He was 
however set at liberty on the 11th of November. At the same 
time the council wrote to the Lord Macdonald, commanding 
him to appear before them on the 28th instant. But that popish 
lord had a friend at court, and so paid but little regard to the 
charge. 

"' On the 14th Mr A, Peden petitioned the council to be re- 
leased from Edinburgh jail, and permitted to repair to Ireland, 
especially as he had not been charged, with house or field con- 
venticles for these twelve years past ; but, instead of granting 
his petition, they ordered him to be transported to Virginia. 
After his sentence was passed, it was reported that Mr Peden 
Several times said, That that ship was not yet built that should 
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carry him or the other prisoners to any of the English planta- 
tions in America. N 

The same day a letter came from the king concerning raising 
and modelling 5000 foot and 500 horse out of the militia ; and 
the council sent up instructions relating to this for his majesty's 
approbation. Next day, November the 15th, they issued a 
proclamation for observing a public fast on the ISth of Decem- 
ber next, on account of the popish plot discovered in England. 

The chief promoters and authors of this were, Pope Innocent 
XI. Cardinal Howard, Johannes Paulus de Oliva, general of the * 
Jesuits at Rome, Pedro Jeronymo de Cordiiba, provincial of the 
Jesuits in New Castile, La Chaise, confessor to Lewis XIV. 
the provincial of the Jesuits in England, the Benedictine monks 
at the Savoy, the Jesuits and seminary priests in England, who. 
were then in number about 1800, the Lords Petre, Powis, Bel- 
lasis, Arundel of Wardour, Stafford, and several persons of qua- 
lity. The design was to murder the king, subvert the consti- 
tution, introduce popery, and extirpate the protesfant religion. 
When the king was taken off, the Duke of York was to re- 
ceive the crown as a gift from the pope, and hold it in fee. If 
any disturbance happened, the city of London was to be set on 
fire, and the infamy of the whole was to be laid upon the pres- 
byterians and fanatics, in order to excite the church to cut them 
to pieces, the better to make way for the easier subversion of 
the whole protestant religion. This plot was discovered, and 
several were executed for being concerned in it : and though it 
was discredited by many, yet it is plain the managers in Scot- 
land believed it ; and therefore, as I have observed, appointed 
a solemn fast to be observed. As to the particulars of this 
wicked conspiracy, I must refer the reader to the English his- 
torians, and go on to observe, that, on the 18th of November, 
Sir George Mackenzie was made justice-general, and Craigie 
justice-clerk. And, on the 21st, Thomas Wauch, merchant in 
Hawick, William Turnbull, and Margaret Barclay, were sen-, 
tenced to be banished for house and field conventicles, because 
they refused to swear as to the circumstances of them. 

The popish plot above-mentioned had filled the nation with 
consternation ; and therefore, on the 28th, the council ordered 
the Archbishop of Glasgow, the Earls of Moray and Linlith- 
gow, the Bishop of Galloway, Lord Halton, Mr Maitland, and 
Haddo, or any two of them, to inspect the papers lately seized 
by the Earl of Moray, and appointed the committee of public 
affairs to meet next day, and consider the affair of the papists. 
But it is plain they could make no discoveries : for, -on the 
30th, they wrote to the king, in which they congratulate his 
majesty upon the discovery, of the plot, and assured him, that* 
after the strictest search, they could not find that any in this 
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kingdom had been, concerned in that execrable and impious con- 
spiracy, and promised that they would not fail to make a farther 
inquiry. They wrote at the, same time to Lauderdale much to 
the same purpose. And, December the J 2th, ordered the ina- 
gistrates of Edinburgh to search through Edinburgh, Leith, and 
Canongate, next Sabbath arid the following^ for houses where 
papists assembled and said mass, and to apprehend the priests* 
and all they should find at these meetings, and imprison them. 
They likewise wrote to the steward of Annandale to order a 
meetiag-house that had been lately erected near Castlemilk to 
be burnt and destroyed, and to send the names of those by whom 
it was ordered to be built; So much for the .proceedings against 
the papists. But what were these in comparison of the methods 
of rigour, oppression, and tyranny, taken with protest ant non- 
conformists, whom they hunted like partridges on the moun- 
tains, fined, confined, imprisoned, and banished? For, on this 
very 12th of December, the council gave a warrant to the Earl 
of Linlithgow to send a party to receive the following persons, 
who had received sentence of transportation for house and field 
conventicles, and to deliver them to Edward Johnston, master 
of the St Michael of Scarborough, then lying at Leith, vi^. 
James, John, and Robert Maxwells, William Urie, James Lick- 
previck, and Robert Reid, all in Cathcart ; William Niven in 
Eastwood ; James Blackwood and David Crosbie in Carmun- 
nopk ; - Archibald Haddoway, John Bowie, William Hay* 
Mungo Cochran, John Anderson, servant, John Gumming, Ar- 
thur Dougal, William Rae, Gabriel Thomson, merchant, and 
William Steven, all in Glasgow ; David Ferguson and Edward 
Gray in Bridgend j Mr Robert Meikle, chaplain to Sir James 
Stewart, Stephen Porteous, tailor in Canongate ; John Clerk 
writer, Patrick Somervel and William Hackston in Edinburgh - % 
Adam Stobie of Luscar, James Mossman of Mount, William 
Laing, John Cavers, Mr John Harroway, Robert Dykes, John 
and William Newmans, James Miller in Kirkcaldy ; George 
Alexander in Newburgh : David Barclay in Cowquhaity ; 
Gilbert Marrock, chapman, Thomas Mowbray, Alexander 
Stewart, Tames Law, and John Fairbairn, all in Kirklistoun ; 
William Angus in Abercorn ; James Brown, Robert Puntoun 
in Dalmenie ; Richard Clidsdale, Mr Adam Abercorn, chaplain 

£o Lady Cavers ; William Turnbull, brother to Beulfe m t * 

,Cuningham, cook to the Earl of Strathmore | William Temple 
in Lintoun, Mr Alexander Peden, minister, James Pryde, Ro- 
bert Reid, wright in Langside ; Thomas and William Govans* 
and Alexander Anderson, servants ; John Graham, Alexander 
*md John Buchanans, Andrew Brown, Walter Macgechan, John 
XJrie, Daniel Macdonald, David Kid, John Arnet, John Jervie, 
5n Falkirk, and John Rae. Sixty-seven in all. 
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They were delivered to Johnston, for the benefit of William*, 
son, who was to carry them to Virginia*. Mr Peden was of 
great service to his fellow-sufferers, and frequently assured them 
of deliverance. Though they had a tedious passage between 
Leith awTGravesend, yet when they came thither, Mr Wil- 
liamson was not there ; wherefore Mr Johnston, who had the 
charge of their maintenance, after waiting some small time for. 
Williamson, set them on shore to shift for themselves. They 
received great kindness from /the country, when they knew the 
cause of their sufferings j and they generally got home to tbeir 
own country. Mr Peden returned to Scotland about the month 
of June next year. 

Alexander Anderson, one of these exiles, who was not sixteen 
years of age, in a paper he left behind him, dated December 
the 10th, takes notice, 4 That he is the youngest prisoner in 
Scotland, and that the Lord had opened his eyes, and revealed 
his Son in his heart since he came under the cross ; that, though 
he had much difficulty to part with his friends and relations, 
yet he had now found that fellowship with Christ did much 
more than balance the want of the company of his dearest rela- 
tions. 1 He declared his adherence to the work of reformation 
from popery and prelacy, to the national and solemn league and 
covenants, and witnessed against pulling down the government 
of Christ's house, and setting up lordly prelacy, and joining 
with them. He regretted the indulgence, as what upon both 
sides had been matter of stumbling and offence among good 
people ; and declared his fears that a black and dismal day was 
coming upon Scotland ; that it is good to seek the Lord, and 
draw near to him,' &c. 

On the 19th of December James Daes of Coldingknowet 
was obliged to beg pardon on his knees, for speaking some 
words against the management of the affairs of that time. The 
same day they had a letter from the king, thanking them for 
their care in modelling the militia, and for the distribution 
they made of the 5000 foot and 500 horse in the different shires 
through the kingdom ; for by this means the militia, from 
which the said foot and horse were taken, effectually answered 
all the ends of a large standing army, and was a promising 
method to bear down and ruin the presbyterians. Every one 
of them for himself, as well as every one of the regular forces 
/ was appointed to take the following oath : viz. « I. A. B. do 

* swear to be true and faithful to my sovereign, Lord King 

* Charles, and his lawful successors, and in my station, to 
' maintain the present government in church and state, as k 

* is now established by law, and to oppose, to my power, the 
< damnable principle of taking up arms against the king, or 
f those commissionate by him, upon any pretext whatsoever ; 
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€ and to be obedient in all things to his majesty's major-get 

* neral or commander in chiefT authorised by his majesty tor 

* the time being, and will behave myself obediently to my su- 

* perior officers in all that they shall command me for his ma- 

* jesty's service. And I do farther swear, that I will be a true 
€ faithful and obedient soldier, every way performing my best 
€ endeavours for his majesty's service, obeying all orders, and 
« submitting to all such rules and articles of war as are or 
« shall be established by his majesty. So help me God.* 

To the transactions of this year I shall add a few things of 
which I have not the particular dates. Some time of it, when 
Colonel Struthers was pursuing all Scotsmen in the northern 
counties of England, Henry Hall of Haugh-head was ' en- 
gaged in a skirmish near Crokom, a village on the English 
-border, where that gallant and religious gentleman Thomas Ker 
of Hayhope was killed. Mr Hall after this came down to Scot- 
land, "where we shall meet with him next year. He had a 
religipus education, and opposed the public resolutions. After 
the Restoration he was a great enemy to prelacy, and suffered 
many hardships; so that he was obliged to leave his estate, and 
retire into the north of England in 1665. In the year 1666, he 
was taken when coming from Pentland, and with some other* 
imprisoned in Cesford castle ; but was released £y the favour 
of the Earl of Roxburgh who was his relation. Then he 
again retired to Northumberland, wlicre he was very useful. 

James Graham of Claverhouse, who will make a dismal fi- 
gure in the' next volume, came this year with a numerous 
party of soldiers, took free quarters for several days in the 
house of Gilbert Macmeihen in New Glenluce parish ; and 
when they went off, though they had consumed ten times the 
value of the cess, they carried with them three horses worth 
101. sterling. John Arrol, who commanded this party, was 
killed next year at Drumclog, and had his bowels trod out by 
a horse. 

At another time this year an officer came with a company 
of wild Highlanders, and fired upon a number of people as- 
sembled for the worship of God at the hill of Coltenachar in 
Perthshire. By a kind providence one Andrew Breddy was 
the only person who was killed. He left behind him a wife 
and four children. 

We have had frequent occasion to mention the Rev. Mr 
Blackadder, who, before the Restoration, was minister at Tra- 
quair near Dumfries. When the rest of his brethren were 
ejected, a party of the guards came to seize him, but he 
was out of (he way. His wife and children, to whom the 
soldiers were very rude, were forced to retire, to Barnden- 
noch in the parish of Glencairn. In the year 1665, being 
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witji his wife at Edinburgh, a party of Sir James Turner's 
men came at midnight, turned their children out of their 
beds, and obliged one of them, in his shirt, to hold the candle 
till they searched the house, and went through Mr Blackad- 
der's books and papers, and took away what they pleased. 
The manner in which they threatened the poor children is so 
shocking, that I forbear to mention it. ' After this he was 
forced to leave that house and scatter his family. Mr Black- 
adder was one of those who preached in the fields, was against 
the indulgence* and continued in that practice till this year, 
when he went over to Holland, and was very useful in healing 
the breaches between Mr Mac ward and Mr Fleming. We 
shall hear more of him next year. 

It will now be proper to give some account of the suffer- 
ings of the Rev. Mr James Webster, who after the Revo- 
lution was minister in Edinburgh, and died 1720. This wor- 
thy person studied in the university of St. Andrews. About 
three or four days before the class was to receive their degrees, 
an order came from the archbishop to remdve him from the 
class, because he had riot regularly -attended upon ordinances, 
neither durst his master give him a testimonial that he had stu- 
v died under his inspection for four years, because he would 
not engage to attend upon ordinances as dispensed by epis- 
copal ministers. He was this, year apprehended iu the town* 
of Dundee on the Lord's day .afternoon, when at a pri- 
vate meeting for prayer, conference, and reading the scrip- 
tures. Next day the magistrates informed ihe council that they 
had seized a conventicle with Mr Webster the preacher. The 
persons taken with him were fined by order of the council ; 
and he was kept eighteen months prisoner. With difficulty he 
was released upon urging the indemnity 1G79, for he was as yet 
no preacher. About the year 1 685 or 1686, when he was living 
peaceably in the house of Grier of Discanth, a party of Lord 
Wilfiam Douglas's troop came on a sabbath morning, and 
carried him to Dumfries. He was examined on the ordinary 
questions and was put into the thieves-hole, along with John - 
Clark a farmer, and John Haldane a weaver, who had for 
their companions three men who were in hold for robbery, 
murder, and bestiality. Mr Webster and his two friends 
were kept in this nasty place abdut three weeks, and after that 
removed to the Pledge-house, 'the usual prison for debtors, 
and was confined there lour weeks, and then released by 
lieutenant-general Drummond. The gentleman in whose 
house he was apprehended was likewise kept prisoner for 
some time. Soon after this Mr Webster was a third time 
taken prisoner when walking the streets of Edinburgh, but 
the Viscount of Strathallan quickly let him go. 
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I shall conclude this chapter by just mentioning the suffer- 
ings of the Reverend Mr Alexander Wilson minister at Ca* 
meron, the presbytery of St Andrews, from which he was 
ejected with others. About the beginning of November this 
year an order was procured by Sharp by the council, require 
ing the magistrates of Coupar to banish Mr Wilson and his 
family from that town in forty- eight irours after they received 
the orders. The intimation of this came to their hands on 
Saturday, when at the preparation sermon before the sacra-* 
ment to be dispensed by an episcopal minister next day, so 
that they had patience till Monday, when the magistrates 
came to Mr Wilson and intimated the orders to his^wife, for 
he had thought proper to withdraw. They commanded her 
to leave the town in twenty-four hours. There was no with- 
standing. Six small children, with one of them sick, could 
procure no favour She therefore removed to a neighbour's 
house that very night, and next day the doors of her owti 
house were secured ; so that with the utmost difficulty she 
could get as much of her own furniture as could serve her ne* 
cessity ; and, had it not been for the lady Preston-hall, Mf 
Wilson must have had no shelter. However, he survived his 
troubles, and returned to his flock at Cameron after the Re- 
volution. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Of the prosecution for conventicles, and other branches of nan- 
conformity ', together with the violent death of the Archbishop 
.of St Andrews, tUl the rising at BothwelL 

#^|N the second of January 1679, the council wrote to the 
^* Archbishop of St Andrews, and the bishops, of Edin- 
burgh and Aberdeen, enjoining them to call the master?, of 
the universities, and other schoolmasters, before them, and 
oblige them to take the oaths appointed by law, and to de- 
prive the recusants \ for they were resolved that none should 
t*e intrusted with the education of youth but those of their 
own principles. We shall afterwards hear what was the ef- 
fect of this. . 

On the 4th Mr T. Warner, who had been indulged to 
the parish of Balmaclellan, was summoned before the council 
for not keeping his confinement, conversing with intercom- 
muned persons, and preaching at conventicles, and not ap- 
pearing was outlawed. However, he survived this tragical 
period, and continued at Balmaclellan till the day of his 
death 1716. 

On the 9th Mrs Margaret Barclay, neice of Sir David 
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Barclay of CoHernie, who bad for some time been in prison 
at Edinburgh for being at private meetings, was set at liberty 
-for* the recovery of her health, upon giving security for 500 
merks to return to jail by the 20th, if called, or when called, 
and meanwhile to confine herself to her room under the same 
penalty. 

After many consultations held about the end of the last 
year, for suppressing the presbyterians, regulating the forces, 
collecting the cess, and other things of the like nature, at last, 
*m the blh of January, the committee of the council for pub- 
lic uftairs agreed to send the following overtures to his ma- 
jesty for his approbation. 1 . That the council appoint ^sherifl* 
deputes, and other officers to put the laws in execution, onfy 
against such as withdraw from public ordinances, keep con- 
venticles, are guilty of disorderly baptisms and marriagesj ' 
-harbour or converse with fugitives and intercommuned per- 
sons or vagrant preachers* and may renew the commissions 
given to noblemen, &c in August 1 677, and give them such 
other instructions as they shaH think proper. 2. That the 
soldiers have orders to disperse conventicles by force of arms, 
and be indemnified for killing or wounding, in case of any of 
these meetings make resistance when commanded to dismiss 
in the king's name. S That the soldiers have power to seize 
and imprison the preacher, and as many others as they can 
conveniently carry with them, until they find bail to answer 
for their crimes, &c. And, says the overture, « in regard the 
multitudes, who frequent those rendezvouses of rebellion, are 
such as they cannot all be seized, nor probation easily led 
against them, the soldiers be impowered to take from the rest 
of the persons found thereat (whom they cannot conveniently 
carry to prison) their upper garments, that the same may be 
a means of conviction, and an evidence against them ; and 
*that the soidiers be empowered to take all die arms that any 
persons shall be found to have at these seditious meetings, and 
the horses of any that shall have arms ' 4- That none be al- 
lowed to enter into the second class in colleges, nor received 
apprentices, till they oblige themselves to keep the church. 
5. That liis majesty would be pleased to order the council to 
• see, that act 5. sess 2. and act. l 2. sess. 3 of his first parL 
appointing magistrates and councils of burghs, and others in 
public trust, to take the declaration, and all the acts concern- 
ing pedagogues, chaplains, and schoolmasters, discharging- 
them to officiate without licence from their respective ordfc? 
naries, and the acts and proclamations of council published 
thereupon, he put in due execution 6.'That the, king would 
order the lords of the treasury to pay 5001. sterling, to any 
vho should apprehend Mr John Welsh ; 8000 merks for ap- 
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prehending of any of their preachers who are declared trai- 
tors ; 200p merks for each of those preachers who are declar- 
ed fugitives or are intercommuned, and 900 merks for every 
other field-preacher. And, 7, That the council proceed against 
all the indulged ministers who do not observe their orders; 
and that upon the decease of any of them, the vacancy be 
supplied by the orthodox ministers. 

These overtures for suppressing schism, &c. were all ap- 
proved of by the council, and sent to his majesty, who order- 
ed the council to put them in execution, which they did ac- 
cordingly. — Whence we may see the spirit of the then pre- 
vailing party, and that the execution of these things could not 
foil of exasperating people to the highest degree. Such powers . 

Kiven to the military were not only unprecedented, but entire- 
j subversive of the liberties of the subject. 

While these things were in agitation, the council on the 16th 
of January, wrote to Lauderdale, desiring him to interpose 
.with the king to allow oqe of his frigates to transport those 
under sentence of banishment to the plantations. Mr Peden 
and others, who had been sent off last year, having been set 
at liberty, as has been related, the granting this would for the 
future prevent the like; whether this was complied' with I 
know not ; however, • it is easy to see with what rigour they 
were willing to proceed against those whom they called dis- 
orderly persons. 

On the 1 9th Mr William Veitch (after the Revolution 
minister at Dumfries) returning in the night-time to his own 
house to see his sick child, was apprehended, by Major Ogle- 
thprp, carried to Morpeth jail, and notice sent to the court. 
He had been obliged to retire into the north of England, 
where he preached with great success, and met with many re- 
markable escapes since the year 1671. 

On the 23d, James Lawson, a boy of fourteen years of age, 
who had been imprisoned for being at conventicles (for under 
this administration no age was thought, too young to be at- 
tack^!) was, after some weeks confinement, set at liberty, the 
counsellors being justly ashamed of such severity to a child. 

The same day the council published a large proclamation 
against papists, but like ail others of this, nature, no care was 
taken by the bishops or judges to prosecute them ; only G. 
.Young, a popish priest, was, by order of the council, this day 
sent to the Bass. At the same sederunt the bishop of Gal- 
loway obtained the king's dispensation for non- residence. 

On the 3 1st the king's letter of the 25th was read in^eoiin- 
cil, ordering them to receive upon the borders Mr Veitch, 
then prisoner at Morpeth, and confine him to the tolbooth of 

> 2 
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Edinburgh, anil proceed against him With the uttnost Severity 
of law. , He was accordingly brought in prisoner to Edinburgh* 

When sach oppressive measures were taken, it was pity 
th^t any thing should have happened to divide presbyterians 
among themselves; but the indulgence being accepted by 
some, and refused by others as inconsistent with their prin- 
ciples, they who had not complied therewith looked upon it 
as their fluty to bear testimony against it ; and several at this 
time began, more than was formerly done, to preach up se- 
paration frdm the indulged.. And indeed no attempts were 
able to reconcile many of these people to those who had given 
into such a course of defection, as they justly looked upon the 
indulgence to be- Nay, considerable numbers broke off from 
the indulged ; and however some may condemn their conduct* 
yet they, no doubt, acted consistent with their principles. 
Nevertheless some vacant parishes privately called presby- 
terian ministers to settle among them, as Mr Matthew Craw- 
furd to Eastwood, and Mr Neil Gillies to Greenock. 

On tfce 6th of February the council ordered the magistrates 
of Edinburgh, and other patrons, to turn the following per- 
sons out of their charges, unless they take the oaths on or be- 
fore the first of March next, viz. Messrs Alex Dickson, pro- 
fessor of Hebrew in the college of Edinburgh, Alexander 
Herriot master of the high*school of Edinburgh, George 
Sinclair school-master in South Leith, George Allan his as* 
aistant, Alexander Strang schoolmaster ifi the Canongate, John 
Govan his assistant, with James Scot junior, the Bishop of 
Edinburgh having given information that those persons had 
not conformed •, notwithstanding several, if not all of these, 
chose rather to undergo a course of suffering than comply. 
The same day Sir Patrick Hume of Polwart Was pent from 
Dumbarton to Stirling castle, and out of their great goodness 
they allowed his lady to l?e in -the room with hinv 

The same day a proclamation was issued, offering the re- 
wards specified in the sixth of the foregoing overtures. How 
strange was it, that they, who called themselves Protestant 
bishops, should thus persecute and harrass the greatest ene- 
mies to popery in the nation, while, in the mean time, se- 
veral popish priests and Jesuits were now sent down from Eng- 
land. , 

To execute these, and other laws of the satne nature, the 
new levied forces were ordered west at the particular desire 
of the prelates, some of them to lie at Glasgow, in order to 
prevent the preaching of the gospel in private houses, or the 
adjacent fields ; and, on the 13th of February, the army; was 
dispersed through the southern and western shires, in the best' 
manner they could, for suppressing^fieW^isseiris^. Atfd j&? 

vol. i. 2B 

• v " " Digitized' by LjOOQIC 



886 THE HISTORY Of THE CHAP. Xrr> 

council, the better to accomplish their wicked designs, ordered 
the officers and soldiers, whenever they saw any number of 
people together in the fields, to apprehend them until they 
gave bond, and obliged themselves, under certain penalties, to 
five orderly, keep their parish churches, and not go afterwards 
to conventicles, &c. The same day the council ordered the 
committee for public affairs tonominate a few of their number to 
be a secret committee, with power to order whom they pleas- 
ed to be apprehended. 

Two days after this, Mr Patrick Simpson the indulged 
minister at Kiimacolm, was ordered to be denounced for 
not answering to his summons ; but it would seem he gave a ' 
necessary excuse, for he continued in the peaceable exercise 
of his ministry at that place several years thereafter. 

On the 18th the magistrates of Glasgow were ordered by 
the council to turn Mrs Blackwel out of her house, and take 
possession of k. Her husband, Mr T. Blackwel, had been 
declared fugitive. The same day Mr John Wallace, the in- 
dulged minister at Largs, was called before the council ; though 
no proof could be brought against him, yet because' he was 
not free to answer one of their ensnaring questions, they de- 
clared his indulgence void. At the same time the parishioners 
of BalmaclcUan were discharged from paying any more sti- 
pend to Mr Warner till farther orders. The same day Gor- 
don of Earfetoun, Gordon of Holm* Gordon of Overbar, 
Neilsort of Corsack, Mackarthey of Bkiket, Maxwell of Hills* 
Hay of Park, Macdoug&l of Freuch, Macdougal'of Corroch- - 
tree, James Johnston late provost of Stranrawer, William 

Spittle at Port, Johnstoun collector there, -Mr William 

Cathcart and John Inglis commissary of Kirkcudbright, be- 
ing summoned to answer for conventicles and harbouring in- 
tercommuned persons, and not appearing, were all ordered to 
be declared rebels, and outlawed. 

Two days after WiHiam Pagr was fined in 10001. Scots, 
. John Arnot in Greenside in 500 merks, and Geo. Marshal in 
k Balvaird in 1001. Scots, for being at field- conventicles, and 
they were ordered to lie in prison till they paid their fines* 

On the 2Sd Mr Vekch was before the dommitfeee for pub- 
lic affairs. Sharp presided, and put many ensnaring ques- 
tions to him, ift which he was seconded by the Bishop of 
Edinburgh ; such as, Have you taken the covenant ? He re- 
plied, This honourable board may perceive that I was Bot of 
age to take the covenant when you and other ministers of 
Scotland tendered it. In short, he signed his examination ; 
' and though there was nothing found to militate against him, 
yet they gave it as their opinion, that he should be sent to 
the Bass till the king's pleasure be known, because he was for- 
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feited for what they called the rebellion in 1666, and when the 
council sat on the 25th, they approved oFthe judgment of 
their committee. - 

On the 25th of February John Inglis was turned but front ' 
beings commissary of Kirkcudbright, but was afterwards re- 
mitted to the Bishop of Galloway, to be reponed as he saw 
cause. 

The army being to march at this time, the council ordered 
Xhtm to be furnished with ammunition ; and the same day 
appointed somQ, who attended the session house as agents, 
who were suspected to correspond with the outlawed minis- 
ters, and others, to be called before their committee, and give 
security for their good behaviour for the future, or take the 
oath of allegiance, or else be banished the town of Edinburgh. 
They likewise ordered Pat Glass, who had been prisoner 
•these four years past, to be set at liberty on his paying 200k 
of the. fine imposed upon him •, and that the town-major have 
581. sterling for taking Mr Mosman, whom they called b ctt- 
grant preacher. * 

On the 27th they ordered a letter of thanks to be wrateto 
the Earl of Seaforth, for his diligence in suppressing convert 
tides in the most northern parts. * 

The same day Mr Sam* Nairn, brother to the laird of San- 
ford, Mr Jam. Rymer in Pitlochie, James Thomson,—— 
•Miller, Will. Beltie, Tho. Ness, Jam. Ness, John Wisheart, 
and Dav. Heady, were summoned before the council for con- 
venticles, and not appearing were denounced and put to the 
horn. The same day Mr James Dalrymple, who had been 
ordained by presbyterian ministers, was informed against for 
preaching in the fields and in private houses in Edinburgh, 
particularly in the house of one James Fea. This James Fea 
and others of the hearers were fined in 109 merks each, and 
the process continued against Mr Dalrymple. 

In order to prosecute the overtures before-mentioned, the 
council, on the 27th of February, agreed upon a list of com- 
missioners to execute the laws against the protestant non-con- 
formists, gave them instructions to use the utmost rigour, and 
n&med deputies in the several shires, each clothed with the 
power of a justice of peace, who had an army to assist and 
support them. The curious reader may see the lists and 
.their instructions at large in Wodrow, Vol. ii. p. 14. being 
too long to be inserted here. 

About the beginning of March the forces were settled in 
the particular places assigned them, with orders to pursue and 
search for those who frequented field-meetings, to kill all who - 
resisted them, to imprison and deliver to magistrates, or send 
An to the council, all whom they apprehended. A party of 
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these military reformers seized about twenty-three country- 
men in the parish of Eyandale, seyeral of whom were poor 
shepherds, and made them swear, whether they saw|any arm*, 
ed men going up and down for a inonth past. It would be 
endless to mention all their outrages, how they destroyed the 
corn with their horses, threw what they could not use into . 
the rivers in some places, and burnt it in others j so that 
(he laws then in being were wholly subversive pf the liberties 
and properties of the subject. These were the fruits of pre- 
lacy in Scotland ! 

J-ord Ross, and other officers of the army made a strict 
search through th$ west and south for intercommoned mi- 
nisters, field-preachers and others, so that many narrowly es- 
caped, and were put tp no smajl difficulties, in wandering 
from place to place to conceal themselves from their cruet ene- 
mies. However,, at this search there were only two taken, 
<yi?. Mr Archibald Maclean, a worthy old minister, who was 
.sp infirm that be could not get out of the way, and Mr Wil- 
liam Kyle, who after the Revolution was a minister'in Galloway. 
They left off searching for a few days in hopes, of surprising 
the nonconformists. Accordingly /all of a sudden the search 
was renewed, and Mr John J^aw was taken in a house be- 
longing to the laird pf Kincaid. And such was the cruelty 
of tne$e men, that, though he offered all manner of security 
to surrender at pleasure, his wife being at the point of death, 
yet they were deaf to all he could say, hurried him to Edin- 
burgh, and from thence to the Bass* and, while on the road 
thither, he was never suffered to be alone, to commend either 
hin^self or his dying spouse to God About this time there 
was a strict search made in Edinburgh, where Mr Geo. Bar- 
clay (after the Revolution minister at Uphall) was apprehend- 
ed and put into the guard-house. However, he got out of • 
window and made his escape, but afterwards endured many 
trials and preservations sometimes, in foreign countries, some- 
times in the north of England, and sometimes in Scotland. 
Mr Robert Ross and Mr James Macauly were taken at Leith 
and sent to the Bass* 

While these things were transacting* Dame Margaret 
Stuart, and her husbjnd Sir William Fleming of Ferm,,were 
brought before the council on the fourth of March. .This 
lady was accused pf being' at several conventicles, and awning 
the charge, Sir William was. fined in, 4000 mprks. 

r)ut as the English parliament sat down March Oth, I must 
take a view of some things on the south of the Tweed.. The, 
king had dissolved his last parliament m hopes to obtain a 
more pliable house pf . commons ; but the elections were car- 
rkd with great heat, and went every where almost against tht 
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court ; for the people being discontented, and fuU of suspicions 
and fears, chose representatives fie most averse to popery and 
arbitrary government. The king to suppress these suspicions, 
affected an extraordinary severity against the papists ; but this 
was too frequent an artifice to be capable of persuading the 
people that his majesty was truly zealous for the protectant 
religion. 

When the time for the meeting of parliament drew near, his 
majesty, perceiving a storm gathering against the Duke of 
York, by the advice of the Earl of Danby, thought proper to 
send him abroad. 4 Before he went away, the king gave him 
all possible satisfaction with relation to the Duke of Mon-^ 
month, who was then become very popular, several giving it 
■out that he was thfe king's lawful son; but his majesty made a 
solemn declaration in council, and both signed it, and took his , 
oath on it, that he was nev^er married nor contracted to that 
-duke's mother, nor to any other woman except to his present 
queen. The Duke of Tork went first to Holland, and then 
te Brussels, where he met with a cold reception.* However, 
he had this to comfort him, that the king had given assurance 
-that he never Would consent to any thing in prejudice of his 
right of succession. 

There was at this time a great opposition to the Duke of 
Lauderdale, and the administration of affairs in Scotland, as 
very much favouring popish designs. The Earl of Shaftsbury 
had a very remarkable speech in the house of lords, in which, 
among other things, he said,— ■> Popery and slavery, like two 
sisters, go hand in hand. In England popery was to bring in 
slavery, in Scotland slavery was to go before, and popery was 
to follow. I do not think that your lordships, or the parlia- 
ment, have jurisdiction there. It is a noble and ancient king- 
dom, they have an illustrious nobility, a gallant gentry, &c; 
But yet we cannot think on England as we ought without re- 
flecting on the condition they are in. They are under the 
same prince, and the influence of the same favourite and coun- 
sels, and are hardly dealt with. Can we that are the richer ex- 
pect better usage ? For it is certain, that, in all absolute govern- 
ments, the poorest countries are most favourably dealt with, 
when the ancient nobility and gentry cannot enjoy their royal- 
ties. — If the council-table there can imprison any nobleman or 
gentleman for several years, without bringing him to a trial, 
or giving the least reason for what they do, can we expect the 
dame will ever preserve the liberties of the subjects here ?r- i - 
They have lately plundered the richest and best countries of 
that kingdom, by having brought down the barbarous High- 
landers to devour them, and all this without any colourable pre- 
tence ; nor can there be found out a reason of state for what 
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they have done, but that their wicked ministers designed to 
procure a rebellion at any rate ; which, as. they managed it, 
was only prevented by the miraculous hand of God. — My lords, 
I am forced to speak this the plainer; because, till^the pressure 
be fully and clearly taken off from. Scotland, it is not possible 
for me or any thinking man, to believe that good is meant us 
here,' &c 

The house of commons, being justly apprehensive of the 
danger the nation was in from the increase of popery, the en- 
couragement the papists secretly received, and above all, from 
the Duke of York, "who by the asserters of the liberties of 
England, was looked upon as being at the bottom of all the 
mal-administrajtions they wanted to get rid of, prepared a bill 
for excluding the duke from succeeding to the imperial crown 
of England, and bringing in the next protestant heir. This 
bill was twice read in the house, and ordered to be committed 
by 207 against 12,8. But his majesty, not relishing these pro- 
ceedings, prorogued the parliament till the 14th of August, by 
yrhich means the exclusion bill was defeated for a time. Thus 
we see what a brave* stand these English patriots made at this 
time for their reEgion and liberties. They well knew, and 
the whole nation afterwards found, how inconsistent a popish 
prince over a protestant people was for securing either the 
liberties of the subject or the protestant religion. jBut it is 
now time to return to the affairs of Scotland. 

On the llth of March the council wrote to Lauderdale con- 
cerning Mr Veitch* to know his majesty's pleasure, especially 
since, as they declared, he was not found in any crime, and 
offered to prove that he was in Edinburgh at the time of Pent- 
land. IVfeanWhile they ordered him to the Bass. 

The same day the council wrote to Lauderdale, * That 
eighteen or twenty armed men, prompted by the bloody prin- 
ciples of their traitorous books, sent for Major Johnston to the 
house of one-Mr^ Crawford, a known and most irregular fa- 
natic, and at his entry, discharged several shots at him, and 
those he had with him ; after which, with drawn swords, they 
heat, bruised, and threatened to kill him, if he would not 
swear never to dissipate conventicles ; which be having refused, 
iaccording Jo his duty, they mortally wounded him, and some 
that were with him.' But however the matter .might have 
been thus represented to them, yet it was aggravated beyond 
the truth. The case was, that two or three persons, whom the 
major bore hard upon for their non-conformity, in order to 
have a little revenge, got some to give him notice of a meeting 
where they were to be, and, when he went thither, heartily 
drubbed him, but there was nothing like mortal wounds. How- 
ever-, this was looked upon as a high crime,, and misdemeanour, 
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and a proclamation was issued for apprehending the guilty, and 
a handle made to prosecute the innocent ; for the same day they 
made an act, ordering lists to be given in to the magistrates of 
all the lodgers in Edinburgh every night, and that the wives 
and families of all outed ministers be turned out of the tojm 
by the 2 1st of March : nay, they enacted farther, that all per- 
sons who were summoned, shall in case of not appearing, be 
reputed guilty, and fined. 

On the 18th of March Mr Veitch was ordered to be pror 
secuted before the justiciary on tlie 24th ; at which time he was 

m brought to the bar, and prayed that he might be allowed adr 
vocates to plead for him, and that his case might be laid before r 
his majesty. The lords, not willing to pass sentence of death 
upon a forfeiture in absence thirteen years ago, as some would 
have had them, postponed the inatter till the 8th of April; and, 
when they met then, they farther delayed it till June, and from 
that to July, when we shall meet with him again. 

Meanwhile, on the 30th, there was a large meeting at Cum* 
berhead near Lanark. A party was sent to disperse it, but, 
understanding their strength, they contented themselves with 
rifling some women as they went, of their plaids and Bibles* 
and seizing some men. Upon this a considerable , body went 
from the meeting in arms, and demanded the prisoners. The 
officer refusing to comply,* a scuffle happened, wherein the com- 
mander was wounded, and some taken prisoners, whom they 
very soon released. This occasioned the adjacent country to 
be much harrassed for several weeks. 

In the mean time, on the 2d of April, the council, being in- I 
formed of conventicles in Edinburgh, resolved to prosecute the 

- landlords of those houses where they were held- Accordingly 
one <£eoBge Turnbull, a baker, was fined in 300U Scots, be- 
cause, of three conventicles said to be kept in the chamber of 
Isobel Crawford one of his. tenants. At the same sederunt 
Gordon of (Jraichlaw younger, and his spouse, Gordon of Col* 
venan, Macghie of Drumbuy, Ramsay of Boghbuse, Dame 
u'...-. ' i ' i ' \ Stuart, I^ady Castlestuart, Macghie of Larg, Heron of 
Littlepark, Dunbar younger of Machieniore, Archibald Stuart 
of Gauseyend, Anthony Heron in Wigg and hii spouse, Stuart - 
of Tondergie, Mdcghie in Penningham, MacmiUanin CraigweU, 
■■ ■ ' ■■ .!; Stuart of Ravenstoun and his lady, together with 
■ m " «■* , '■ :. Provost of Wigtoun, were summoned for non- confor- 
mity, and, not appearing, were denounced and put to the horn. 
And it is observable, that the episcopal incumbents sent lists 
of such persons as these in Edinburgh, urging the council to 
prosecute theni, so that great numbers were denounced in ab- 
sence. These severe proceedings obliged many to wander; 
from place to place, and therefore no wonder though they. em- 
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braced the first opportunity to relieve themselves from, such op- 
pressions. 

The accounts of the scuffle at Lanark* on the 80th last, 
came to the Council ,on the third of April, aggravating the 
matter to the last degree ; upon which they ordered prepara- 
tions to be made for sending soldiers to those parts. The 
same day they appointed William Carmichael, sheriff-depute 
of Fife, to proceed against the non -conformists in Fife. His 
violent oppressions were such, that several w.ere provoked to 
resolve on cutting him off-, but, missing him, they fell upon 
the archbishop of St Andrews, as we shall hear. At the same 
time orders were given to the sheriff deputies of Fife and 
Kinross to call before them those who were concerned in re- 
scuing Mr Walter Denoon from a party that was carrying him 
to Edinburgh 

Next day a committee was appointed to examine into the 
affair of the scuffle in . Lanark ; the Earl of Argyle had his 
majesty's thanks for securing the peace oi the Highlands ; 
and, on the 1 2th, a commission was granted to his lordship 
to use his utmost endeavour to disarm the papists there, par- 
ticularly Lord Macdonald, Keppoch, Maclean of Torlaish, 
Maclean of Ardgoner, and Maclean of Berjois, or others sus- 
pected of popery. v 

On the 25th the committee appointed tq examine into the 
affair of Lanark met there ; upon their strictest inquiry could 
find nothing but what has been related ; only, in their report 
which was given in to the council, they mentioned the mur- 
der of two soldiers near Newmills, which was - charged un- 
justly upon the suffering party. The actors were not known, 
only there was great reason to suspect one John Scarlet, a 
person of a most infemous character. I shall only trouble the 
reader with the circumstances of this murder The feet wai 
certain, and the noblemen, heritors, and gentlemen of the shire 
of Ayr, where it was committed, met on the 28th, and sent in 
a letter to the council, signifying their abhorrence of it, and 
their dissatisfaction with armed conventicles, and with some 
of the doctrines preached at thein* * 

The reader has seen that it was necessity, and the great 
lkwof self preservation) that ^obliged people to go armed to 
those* meeting, for their better security against the soldiers 
who were sent to disperse therh ; and, as they looked upon 
the indulgence as inconsistent with presbyterian principles 
and the cess as an unlawful tax, imposed with no other design 
than to suppress the meetings of the Lord's people for public 
worship, and persecute those who could not in conscience com- 
ply with prelacy ; so it is not to be wondered though they 
warned their hearers against complying with these things. 
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How for they may have exceeded I cannot determine. No 
doubt, had they observed the rules of carnal prudence, they 
Would both have desisted from meeting together, or, if they 
xlid meet, have been altogether silent as to these things. . But 
- what could be expected from men who made conscience of , 
their principles, *nd on that very account were made to suffer 
fell manner of hardships, than that they would bear testimony 
against every method taken by their persecutors to overturn 
their civil and religious liberties, anduhat they would use their 
Utmost to defend themselves ? Accordingly, finding that small 
meetings were more exposed to danger than larger assemblies* 
they therefore altered their method, jand determined to con- 
fine themselves to one meeting, and that in such places which 
they thought stood in most need of the gospel, and where they 
might assemble and preach with greater safety. It is true* 
many serious and good people, ministers, as well as others, 
did not chuse to take these methods. Mr Welsh, &c» preach- 
ed in those places where there were bat few that came armed. 
And in this situation matters, with respect to field paeetings, 
continued from December till May. 

In the beginning of April, the worthy Mr James Welwood, 
brother to Mr Andrew, author of a treatise intitled, The, 
Glimpse of Glory , died at Perth, in the 30th year of his age. 
The night after he died, his corpse were removed from John ' 
Barclay's House into a private room belonging to one Janet 
Hutton, till his friends might consult about h*s funeral, that 
John Barclay ipight not come (q trouble for concealing him. 
It was quickly spread abroad that an intercoromuned preacher 
was dead in the town ;, upon which the magistrates ordered a 
messenger to go and arrest the corpse, and would not suffer 
them to be interred at Perth, but oidered the. town militia to 
be raised, and imprisoned John Price, botf-master or treasurer 
to the guildry, for refusing to give put the militia arms. How- 
ever, the magistrates allowed his friends" to carry the COrjtee 
out of the town, and bury them where they pleased without 
their precincts ; but any of the town's people, who were ob- 
served to accompany the funeral, were apprehended, and com- 
mitted to prison. At last the corpse werej with great difficulty^ 
interred in the church-yard of Drone. This is a lasting evi- 
dence of the tyranny of the 'managers in this period, who 
would nether suffer the persecuted people to be at peace when 
alive, nor to be buried when dead. ' 

On the 1st of May, the council being alarmed with the ac*» 
counts they received concerning the persons who attended 
the field- meetings in arms, gave authority to the Earl of Lin* 
lithgow to order a party of horse, foot, and dragoons, to pui> 
sue Messrs Welsh, Cameron, Kid, or Douglas, and their foi- 
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lowers, to seize and apprehend all who attended their conven- 
ticles ; and, in case ot resistance, to pursue them to the death. 
The execution of these orders occasioned the rising that fell 
out next month, as we shall relate. 

On the 3d, while a party of horse was riding furiously to 
Cowpar of Fife, Andrew Ayton, younger, of Incfydarnie, go- 
ing to his aunt's, the lady Murdocarnie, perceived them, and 
rode bard to escape. One of them, observing this, broke from 
the rest, by order of the commander, and, without asking any 
<juestions, fired at the young gentleman, and mortally wound- 
* ed him, for two balls went through his body. Such was the 
cruelty of this party, that though his relation, Sir John Ayton, 
sent to Cowpar for a surgeon, they ordered that no surgeon 
should leave the town without permission : hay, they sent some 
of their number to bring him that night to Cowpar. On the 
way he fainted four times through the effusion of blood. The 
magistrates suffered him to be carried to an inn, where he died 
next morning, and heartily forgave, the soldier by whom he 
was murdered. This pious youth was but eighteen years of 
age, and had for some time been intercommuned. When he 
went with others to visit Mr James Welwood on his death* 
bed, and gave him an account of the tyranny and wickedness 
of Sharp, Mr Welwood said, You will shortly be quit of him, 
and he will get a sudden and sharp off-going, and we will be 
the first that will take the good hews of his death to heaven, 
which came literally to pass. 

. For, on this third of May, Mr James Sharp, archbishop of 
St Andrews, oarae to his untimely end. There were several 
accounts given of this remarkable event. It will be sufficient 
to my present purpose to lay before the reader the substance 
of what was published by the authority of the council, taken 
from the bishop's daughter and his servants who were present, 
and the substance of those given by the actors concerned, by 
which means he will have the narrative of both sides. Tb* 
substance of what was published by authority is as follows^. 

« On the 3d of May — this excellent prelate, — about nine 
o'clock in the morning, took his coach in Kennoway — accom- 
panied only with four of his servants, and bis eldest daughter in 
the coach with him . About half an hour before he was attacked, 
his gKeat soul it seems, presaged what eame to pass, he fell on 
a mo3t pious and serious discourse to his daughter, giving her 
such pious instructions and directions as he would have done 
H upon his death-bed > whereunto she gave such becoming 
and satisfactory answers, that he embraced and formerly bless- 
ed her. Afterwards coming near to a farmer's house called 
Magus, he says, There lives an ill-natured man, God preserve 
«s f my child. Within a very littletime after, the coachman, 
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perceiving some horsemen on the spur after them, calls to the 
postilion to drive on, for those men had no good in their 
minds. My lord finding the coach run so hard, looked out 
to see what the matter was j and then perceiving armed men, 
pursuing, he, turning to his daughter, said, Lord have mercy t 
upon me, my poor child, for I am gone. Upon which pre- 
sently three or four of the ruffians fired at the coach, but 
touched neither of them in the coach. The coachman put 
faster on and outrun the most part of the rogues (my lord's 
own servants, of which the best armed was wounded in the - 
head by a sword, being mounted on weak hackney horses, 
had fallen behind before this, and were disarmed at the first 
coming up) while at last one of the best mounted pverhighed 
the postilion, and by wounding him in the face, shooting the 
coach-horse which he led in the back, and cutting him in the 
hams, turned the coach out of the way, and gave the rest the 
advantage to corrie up* Then they fired again : one of them 
had his pistol so near my lord, that the burning coifing w^s 
left on his gown, and was rubbed off by his daughter, wnich 
wounded him two or three inches below the right clavicle, in, 
betwixt the second and third ribs ; and then another of them, 
on the other side of the coach, run him upon the region of the 
kidneys with a small sword 5 therefore they called, Come out, 
cruel and bloody traitor ; but not any offered to lay hands up- v 
on or drag him out of his "coach, as is falsely reported in the 
relation, the assassins being all yet on horseback j whereupon 
most composedly, he opened the door of the coach himself,, 
and stept out ; and then said, Gentlemen, you will spare my 
life, and whatever else you are pleased to do you shall never 
be questioned for it. They told him there was no mercy for a 
Judas, an enemy and a traitor to the cause of Christ. Well 
then, said he, I shall expect none from you ; but promise to me 
to spare my poor child, directing his speech to one, whom it is 
suspected, by lookinghim broad in the face, he knew, and reach- 
ing forth his hand to him, the bloody villain starts back from my 
lord, and by a mighty blow cut him more than half through 
the wrist. Then said my lord, I hope you will give me some 
time to pour out my soul to God, and I shall also pray for 
you \ and presently falling on his knees, he said, Lord forgive 
them, for I do. Lord receive my spirit. While thus praying 
on his knees, (one of the traitors, standing some paces off, 
called to the rest, Spare those gray hairs) and his hands lifted 
up, they struck furiously at him, and wounding him therein 
in three places, which nevertheless he kept up bleeding to hea- 
ven, while, one of them cut him to the very bone, a little above 
the left eye ; whereupon my lord said, Now you have done the 
turn \ then falling forward he stretched himself out, and laid 
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his head on his arm, as if he had been to compose himself for 
sleep, when some of the villains from their horses, and others 
a-foot (having alighted) gave him about fifteen or sixteen 
Wounds in the head, and, in effect, the whole occipital part 
was but one wound ; after which they rifled his pockets, and 
took some papers out of them \ and so mad was their spite and 
rage, that even after he was dead, and the murderers gone 
some way from the body, one of the furious and bloody as- 
sassin* returned, and thrust twicie or thrice at him with a sword. 
They robbed his daughter of some gold and other things she 
had in a little box. (they had wounded her, thrusting at her 
father, betwixt whom and therri she had interposed herself by 
a stab in her thigh and one of her thumbs) then they took 
away my lord's night-bag, &c. They also robbed his ser- 
vants, and took their arms from them •, and then went away 
as they came.— Thus fell that excellent prelate.' — 

The reader will now expect the accoctnt of this matter from 
the papers and relations of the actors concerned. 

During the last and current year the persecution was most 
severe in the county of Fife, arid particularly William Car- 
michael was impowered to seek for and prosecute ali non-con- 
formists and intercommuned persons in that shire. Besides his 
apprehending, fining and imprisoning multitudes, it was his 
^custom to seize servants, and put fiery matches between their 
fingers, together with several other methods of torture, in or- 
der to force them to discover where their masters were, or any 
thing belonging to them. ' He would likewise beat women ana 
Children to make them inform against their husbands and pa^ 
rents ; not to mention rapes, adulteries, and other instances 
of abominable wickedness. 

As the suffering people had no legal way of redress, several 
of the wander* rs of this shire, being deprived of the protection 
of the laws of their country, resolved to get rid of Carmichael ; 
and for this purpose fixed on Saturday the third of May, 
.when as they were informed he was to be a- hunting Ac- 
cordingly, about nine of these persons, some of them being 
gentlemen of good families, upon the day appointed, searched 
for him through all the country round Cowpar, but to no pur- 
pose. 

While they were talking of separating and quitting their 
project, they were informed l?y a boy that the archbishop's 
coach was at Ceres, and in a little would come that way. 

This much surprised them, that, when they were just parting 
and giving over their search for the servant the master should 
come in the way, even their arch 6nemy and source of all their 
miseries Upon which one of them sad, it seems be is deli- 
vered into our hands, and proposed to embrace this opportune 
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ty for cutting him off, and that one should have the command 
of the rest for that purpose. Mr Hackstoun of Rathillet bcr 
ing present, this burden was laid on him ; but he opposed the 
motion, and would have no hand in what followed,/ whether 
because it was a matter of blood as to which he was not clear 
* in his own mind, as my author affirms, or if, as others allege, 
it was because that he having received personal injuries from 
the archbishop, it might be thought that he did it ip revenge. 
I cannot certainly say. , 

By this time they were come tp a little village called Magus > 
where they discovered the bishpp's coach. One of them on.$ 
swift horse, rode up to see if Sharp was ip it The bishop 
observing him, cried out to the coachman to drive on. The 
gentleman hearing this threw off his cloke and pursued at full 
speed, as likewise did the rest, only Rathillet kept at a disr 
lance, and did not at all engage in the action While they 
were thus pursuing in Magus-muir, Wallace, one of the bi- 
shop^ servants, turned upon him and cocked* his piece j 1 bu% 
some; of them coming up soon dismounted and disarmed him ; 
and as the coach was driving furiously away, they fired their 
muskets, but could not. stop it, till the person on the swift 
horse came up to the coach crying out, Judas, betaken. The 
primate called with the greater violence, Drive, drive drive ; 
but at last they cut the traces of the coach and stopt it 

By this time the rest were come up and found the bishop's 
daughter with him in the coach, and therefore the captain 
ordered him to come out, that no harm might come to her, 
whom they had no intention to hurt, i his he refused; where- 
upon two of them, the rest being engaged in dismounting and 
securing his servants, fired upon the bishop, while his daugh- 
ter was shrieking and crying most bitterly, B|ut finding that 
he was not touched, the captain commanded him to come out^ 
and, while the bishop lingered, and cried for mercy, the com- 
mander s^id, * I take God to witness^ whose cause I desire to 
own in adhering to the persecuted gospel, that it is not out of 
any hatred of your person, nor from any prejudice you have 
done or could have done to me, that I intend now to take your 
life, but because you have been and still continue to be an 
avowed opposer of the gospel and kingdom of Christ, and a 
murderer of his saints, whose blood you have shed like water- 
Anothersaid, i Repent, Judas and come, out/ The bishop 
replied, * Gentlemen, save my life, and I will save yours.' 
The first answered, * I know it is not in your power to save 
us or to kill us : I again declare, it is not any particular feud 
or quarrel 1 have dt you, which moves me to this attempt, but 
because you are an enemy to Christ and his interest, and have 
: wrung your hjtnds in the blood of his saints, not only aftrr 
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Pentldnd, but several times since ; and particularly for your 
perjury and shedding the blood of Mr James Mitchef, and hav- 
ing a hand in the death of James Learmont, and your perfidi- . 
ous betraying of the church of Scotland. These crimes, add- 
- ed he, and tnat blood cry with a loud voice to Heaven for 
vengeance, and we are this day to execute it. And again he 
ordered him to come out, and prepare for death, judgment, 
and eternity. The bishop still refused, and cried for mercy, 
and offered him money. The captain said, TIty money perish 
with thee ; and told him he allowed him time to pray, and 
commanded him again to come out. The bishop still refused. 
One of them at a distance cried out, « Seeing there have been 
so many lives unjustly taken by him, for which there is not the 
least signof repentance, we will not be innocent if any more 
be taken that way/ 

Then one of them fired a pistol at him in t]\e coach, which 
did not touch hhn ; and another wounded him with a sword, 
at which he cried out, Fy, fy$ I am gone ; but the wound was 
not mortal At last, when he found they would force him out 
of the coach, he thought proper to come out But by no 
means could they persuade him to pray, which much surprised 
them. Then thev discharged a shower of shot upon him, 
-which made him fall back, so that he lay as dead. 

But one of them giving him a prick with his sword, he raid- 
ed himself. Then being apprehensive that shooting would 
not do, the commander ordered them all to draw their swords, 
upon which he made the most hideous and terrible shrieks 
that ever were heard. At last the commander struck him 
with a shabble on the face, and one of his chops fell down. He 
tried to^ speak but was not understood. They redoubled their 
strokes, and killed him outright. But they took nothing 
with them but arms and papers ; and after dismounting and 
disarming his servants, they rode away in a body to a place 
three or four miles frbnv Magus -muir, and continued till night, 
when thev separated, and shifted for themselves the best way 
they could. When they reflected on what they had done, 
they were very much surprised at their own preservation, since 
the whole was transacted between twelve and one at mid day. 

Thus fell archbishop Sharp. And the reader will ' oberve, 
that the main difference between the two accounts I have consists 
in the bishop's carriage ; the former represents him as a saint, 
and the latter as averse to any thing like preparation for death; 
but which of the two is most consistent with the carriage and 
behaviour of this prelate, through the former course of his life, 
must be left with the reader. This matter is most unjustly char- 
ged on the whole body of the presby terians : nay the actors then> 
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selves had no thoughts of making ; any attempt upon him., till, 
missing Carmichael, his coach came in their "way. * 

It is said that the bishop had several notices that he would 
come to an untimely end, as his having a remarkable dream to 
this purpose while at the university. But I shall not trouble. 
the reader with these things. The action was much condemned. 
It was said, That, let the bishop have been ever so bad, yet the 
actors had no right to pursue him to death ; for none of them 
had the power of the sword, nor were in any public judicative 
capacity, and consequently what they did was murder and assas-. 
sination. On the other hand, it was said, that, as the archbi-t 
shop was a murderer and avowed persecutor of God's people, an * 
apostate from, and a betrayer of the cause of Christy and as it 
was not possible to have recourse to tbe magistrate for justice, 
the constitution of £he government being overturned, the actois 
could not therefore be charged with murder, nor the action- be 
esteemed any other but an extraordinary execution of the law 
of God against such a capital offender ; besides they looked up- 
on themselves as in a state of war, and consequently as having 
a right to cut off their great enemy, by whom they and others 
were persecuted to death. An ingenious author has these words 
in his political discourses. 4 Caesar had violated every tie, that 
can bind the human soui, oaths, trust, and law ; he had violat- 
ed every thing dear to human kind, their peace, liberty, rights, 
and possessions. He did all this by means the most black and 
flagitious ; by plots, faction, corraptioi^jobbery, devastation, sa- 
crilege and slaughter. What was left to the oppressed Romans 
to do under the bonds of the oppressor with his sword 
at their throat? Law and appeals were no more ; a ty- 
rant was their master, the will of a tyrant their law. — In short, 
there was no other way of abolishing his tyranny, but by dis- 
patching the tyrant.' How applicable ihis is to the present case 
must be left with the reader ; only it is obvious, that whether the 
actors were right or wrong, he met with the just reward of his 
deeds, and God was righteous in his providence. By his death 
new designs: of crudity were prevented ; for the last thing he did 
was his voting for and pushing a violent proclamation we shall 
heat of, dated the 1st of May ; on the 6th he was to have gone 
to court to use his utmost for more cruel and rigorous methods 
of oppressions against the sufferers; but my author justly re- 
marks, that though Saul, when breathing out cruelty against the 
Christians, was converted ; yet this apostate, when doing the 
like, went to his own place. 

It likewise deserves a remark, that, after the most diligent 
and exact search, none were ever apprehended that were actually 
concerned; They who were executed on this account, on M a^us- 
nutir, afterwards, were nowise accessary. Mr Jduckstoun c* 
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Rathillet was indeed present, and afterwards taken, and put to 
death ; but we have heard how he behaved. One Andrew Guil- 
Ian was likewise present, and afterwards executed ; but all the 
hand he had was, that, living near the place, he was taken out of 
his house, held their horses, and was a witness of what was done. 

Though this violent death of the archbishop was made by a 
few private persons, and by them too without any premeditated 
design, till they had information of his coach's coming that way ; 
yet, as has been observed, it was unjustly laid to the charge of 
the whole body of the presbyteriaos, and particularly represent- 
ed as one of the dismal effects of field -meetings, these rendez- 
vouzes of rebellion, as they were called* But, had theyput the 
saddle on the right horse, if the archbishop's death was murder, 
they should have looked upon themselves as the murderers, in 
supporting that prefidious prelate v in those arbitrary measures, 
whereby ±he spirits of the people were justly exasperated, and they 
constrained, in their own necessary defence, to do what they did. 
However, the managers never thought of those things, but made 
use of this as a handle for farther unheard of severities. 

Accordingly, when the news of this affair reached Edinburgh 
the council met on sabbath the 4tl>of May, and, after taking the 
depositions of the bishop's servants, they published a long pro- 
clamation for discovering and apprehending the persons concern- 
ed in this action ; in which, after having displayed all their 
rhetoric in exposing the cruelty of the fact, they, among other 
things* ordered all persons in the shire of Fife, upon certain days, 
to meet at certain places mentioned in the proclamation, in order 
to be confronted by the witnesses ; and secured all whb. were un- 
der letters of horning, or intercommuned, from all danger of be- 
ing apprehended for the space of forty-eight hours before and 
after the times appointed for their appearance ; at the same 
time certifying, that whoever should not appear, should be re- 
puted either guilty or accessary. 'jFhey likewise offered an in J 
de amity to any of the assassins who should discover their ac- 
complices, and a reward of 10,000 merks to any who should in- 
form who the assassins were, to be paid upon their being appre- 
hended or convicted. At the same time they wrote to the king 
and Lauderdale, giving an account of these things. I shall make 
no remarks here, since all this is nothing but what might have 
been expected : but one would think they took a very im- 
proper method. For can any imagine that any concerned in this 
fact would ever appear at any of those meetings appointed in 
the proclamation ? 

On the same day about 30 persons were hearing Mr William 
Hamilton, at the house of Mrs Durham* his relation. They 
were all seized, and immediately committed to prison, where 
some continued a longer, and others a shorter time. Mrs Dnr- 
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ham and Mrs Carstairs were released after a few days j but the 
managers were most cruel to x the preacher ; for, though he wa* - 
seized with a flux, and presented a petition, attested by two 
physicians, that his life was in hazard, praying that he might, 
for a little, have the benefit of the air, and offered any bail that 
, could be desired, yet they rejected the petition, and assured his 
friends they would prosecute him for house-conventicles next 
council-day ; but, before that time, he died in prison, and ~ 
saved them the trouble. This excellent and pious youth was 
brother to the laird of Halcraig, was no intercommuned person, 
nor was any thing ever laid to his charge, unless his preaching 
>©nce in a relation's house to a few friends, after public- worsliip 
was over. For this conventicle the magistrates of Edinburgh 
were fined according to the laws of this period. 

Besides this instance of severity to a person who could have 
no accession to the bishop's death, vast numbers were exceed- 
ingly s harrassed in fife, and other places, particularly John 
Archer, tallow-chandler in Strathmiglo, who had suffered 
much in his person and famUy since. 1674. He* was, soon after 
the bishop's death, apprehended in his own house, and sent 
prisoner to Edinburgh, without any reason assigned ; neither 
could he think of the cause, till he was brought before the 
council, and charged with being accessary to the bishop's death. 
But though he cleared himself by many unexceptionable wit- „ 
nesses, who declared that he was in Edinburgh several days be- 
fore and after that fact ; yet it was with difficulty he was set at 
liberty about the end of the year. 

Meanwhile, on the 8th of . May, the council emitted a pro- 
clamation, discharging all subjects to travel in arms without a 
licence, except noblemen, landed gentlemen, and their children 
and servants travelling with - them. They likewise wrote to. 
Lauderdale, giving him an account of their proceedings and 
diligence in apprehending those that were concerned in the 
death of the primate. They also ordered the Earl of Linlith- 
gow to dispose his forces in the best manner he could for sup- 
pressing conventicles, and made Adam Urquhart of Meldrum, 
for his diligence in their service, a justice of peace in the shire 
of Roxburgh, to act in conjunction with Henry Ker of Graden ; 
and afterwards he was made one in Tiviotdale, the Merse and 
Selkirk. 

While these things were a-doing, the committee for public 
affairs had impowered the sheriff-depute of Fife to secure and 
make an inventory of the goods of John Balfour of Kinloch, 
Hackstoun of. Rathillet, and the three Balfours of Gilstoun, as 
being most suspected of the affair of the archbishop, till they be 
apprehended and brought to a trial. They had also called before 
them ten persons apprehended by Meldrum j two of whom, viz. 
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Robert Neilson and Nicbol Story, they remitted to the advocate* 
because of the discoveries they were supposed to make of Mr 
Welsh. They found that the bail for Mr Alexander Gordon 
had forfeited their bond by not producing him, and therefore 
had incurred the penalty of 5000 merks ; that Mr Andrew 
Kennedy of Clowburn be reputed guilty, and fined in 1000 
merks, for refusing to swexr, (which was accordingly inflicted 
in a few days after,) that Mr John Law be dismissed, Bennet of 
Chesters be continued in prison, and Scot of Pitlochie be sum- 
moned to appear the next council-day. The council approved 
of all this on the said 8th of May. 

On the 13th the council met, and received the king's letter r 
approving the draught of a proclamation against field-conven- 
ticles, which they ordered to b« published. By this proclama- 
tion, all judges and officers of the army were ordered to pro- 
ceed against all who go to field-meetings with arms, as traitors r 
nay, and to execute the laws against' those who go to field- 
meetings, without arms ; adding, 4 We being fully convinced, 
by reason and experience, that those meetings do certainly tend 
to the ruin and reproach of the Christian religion and discipline^ 
to the introduction of popery and heresy; the subversion of 
monarchy,,and the contempt of all laws and government.' So that, 
by this proclamation, the officers of the army were, in a man- 
ner, either vested with the authority of judges, or else had 
power to harrass or destroy the poor suffering people ? which,, 
in process of time, they actually did. 

The draught of this proclamation was made on the first of 
this month, and very much pushed forward by Sharp, and was 
the last public deed in which he was concerned, though not 
published till after his death ; for the council would not enact 
it till they had first got the king's approbation. However,, 
this was the primate's legacy, and a specimen of what he would 
have done had he gone up to court. Can any then be surprised, 
when such sanguinary laws were made, that the people, dis- 
' tressed by such a series of oppressions, should think of concert- 
ing measures to rescue themselves from the bondage of their 
oppressors ? It is rather surprising that they bore these things 
-so long. 

On the 14th, Mr George Scot of Pitlochie was fined in 3000 
merks for conventicles, and Mr Patrick Simpson was turned 
out of Kilmacolm, where he had been indulged, for breach of 
confinement and keeping of conventicles ^ but afterwards he re- 
ceived a little more favour. At the same time, the council had 
a letter from the king declaring that he will resent the bishop's 
death, and recommending to them to go on in their search 
for those concerned in it : to which they sent a Very respectful 
nswer. 
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On the 15th, Mr John Spreul^writer in Glasgow, who had 
been sometime in prison, and Mr Robert Wylie, were both 
set at liberty upon giving bond to appear when called ; and 
the same day, the council approved the overture, obliging 
heritors either to produce their tenants, or be liable foi* their 
delinquency, ' 

On the 27th, the council wrote to his majesty, signifying 
that the Earl of Argyle had desired assistance against the Lord 
Macdonald and the rebel papists j but, considering the great 
increase of field- conventicles, they could not spare any of the 
standing forces ; however, they had issued a proclamation 
against them ; and ordered the sheriffs of Dumbarton and 
Bute to join the earL May not the Teader here see, that our 
Scots episcopalians were more zealous in persecuting protes- 
tant non-conformists, than in suppressing popery ? 

The -same day, the council approved the following report 
made to them from their committee for public affairs, viz. 
Their ordering farther search to be madefor those who hadkill- 
ed the primate, and that witnesses should be brought against 
Henry Schaw an intercommuned person ; that they had dis- 
missed upon bond the prisoners taken by Meldrum, except 
Neilson and Story ; that they had ordered the ladies Torwood- 
lee, Galashiels, and Newton younger, the laird and lady Ashie- 
, stiel, the lady Fernylie, Mrs Pringle and her daughter, with 
several other persons of meaner rank, who had been surprised 
at a conventicle by Claverhouse,,to be summoned before the 
council 5 that they remitted Mr Thomas Wilkie, the minister 
taken at that conventicle, and Mr Francis Irvine, an inter- 
communed minister, to the council, by whom they were or- 
dered to the Bass \ and that they had ordered Mr James 
Daes to pay his fine by the second Tuesday of June, and to 
re enter the prison on that day. But before that time the£ 
had other business on their hands. 

* Thus I have finished the first part of this work. And though 
it opens a black and dismal scene, yet the next part will give 
us a more horrible representation j for the persecution not 
only continued, but still grew more and more severe. It is 
our happiness we do not live in such times of slavery and op- 
pression ; but it is greatly to our reproach that we so wretch- 
edly improve our invaluable privileges, 
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